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No man will ever be a big executive who feels that he must, either oftenly 
or under cover, follow uft every order he gives and see that it is done — nor will 
he ever develop a caftable assistant. " 

—John Lee Mahin. 

The Brown-patch season is with us! On all sides clubs are t rying 
to keep down the ravages of this turf disease. Many are using various 
control methods which are successful but which add a grea t deal to 
the cost, both in mater ia ls and labor, of course maintainence. Other 
clubs which have little money and hence cannot afford expensive 
control measures merely live with the hope tha t they will be spared. 

The key to this question of how much longer we are to be 
bothered with this disease lies with us on the golf courses. It is we 
who must experiment with all the fac tors which may enter into this 
disease in all its aspects. We must note all conditions, all fer t i l izers 
used, amount of water , t empera tu re , humidity, and the evident 
effect of each on amount of brown-patch. We must be ready at all 
t imes to read and observe, and try out someone else's ideas on our 
own courses. We must be ready and glad to benefit by any results 
found by experimentat ion at Washington and by the experiment 
stations. 

Have you read Dr. Monteith 's article in the May issue of the 
Green Section "Bul le t in"? Have you decided it might be worth while 
possibly to experiment a little with lime? 

Each year should bring us all new knowledge. Let us work for 
it, and learn with open minds! 

\ 
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BROWSING IN BROWN-PATCH 

J u s t why the edi tor asked me to wr i te 
abou t Brown-Patch I can ' t imagine, un-
less it was because I was able to hear 
long discussions on the sub jec t a t the 
Green Section Meet ing in New York 
and a t the National Greenkeeper ' s Con-
vention, as well as elsewhere. I am 
qui te f r a n k to admi t t ha t I l istened to 
it a l l—took no tes—studied it all over 
and when I got th rough I f e l t t ha t I 
had learned this:—perhaps the use of 
su lphate of ammonia has been over-
done—perhaps if we used lime ( the 
amount not specified) it would help, 
bu t might b r ing in clover—perhaps if we 
car r ied the g reens a l i t t le bi t " h u n g r y " 
and perhaps if we used a l i t t le more 
complete fe r t i l i ze r t h a t this disease 
would not t rouble us so much. You 
see, when I wen t to these meet ings I 
knew I did no t know much abou t the 
sub j ec t ; and when I came back I knew 
tha t there were o thers " in the same 
boa t . " 

So this Spr ing we s ta r ted working 
a long proven lines and as usual used 
a l i t t le lime on our greens , depended 
on an animal fer t i l izer , not too rich in 
n i t rogen ; and we used a r sena te of lead 
as we did last year . Possibly we have 
kept the g reens a trifle " h u n g r y " this 
year . To a g r e a t ex ten t we have done 
away with our night wa te r ing ; but we 
h a v e s p r a y e d o f t e n , ear ly a n d late, 
using a t r ade prepara t ion fo r the con-
trol of Brown-Patch. 

So f a r we have had no signs of 
Brown-patch except on unsprayed por-
tion of the nur se ry and on one or two 
tees. Maybe by the t ime you read this 
we will be plas tered with i t ; but some-
how I have lost some of my f e a r of the 
disease, a l though we are always on the 
watch and our sprayer is in good work-
ing o r d e r ! 

C A R L T O N E. T R E A T . 

BROWN-PATCH CONTROL 

For many small clubs the expense of 
using the chemicals sold f o r prevent ion 
of brown-patch is too g r e a t ; hence o ther 
methods of control must be used, if 
possible. I have never exper imented 
with any chemicals a t all so f a r . My 
only t r e a t m e n t is a light top-dressing 
with sulphate of ammonia . I have had 

very good success in ge t t ing the g reens 
back into shape in th ree or f o u r days. 

Last year I was j u s t about to pu t on a 
heavy top-dressing, in f a c t I had one 
g reen finished, when we were hit by 
brown-patch, and the top-dressed green 
escaped it all together . The top-dress-
ing consisted of a cubic yard (a th i rd 
loam, a th i rd sand, and a third humus) 
and twenty-f ive pounds of sulphate . My 
light top-dress ing consists of twelve 
pounds of sulphate and six pai ls of sand 
to average size green . 

This year I have had seven g reens 
top-dressed when we were hit and those 
seven have escaped it so f a r ; the o ther 
two I pu t on a l ight top-dress ing im-
media te ly and in f o u r or five days they 
were back in good shape. I don ' t see 
t h a t any of the o ther chemicals will do 
much be t t e r and they are very costly. 

I a m of the opinion t h a t if you can 
s t imula te the weakened grass immedi-
ately with the sulphate it will genera l ly 
come back. 

We were always told i t was best to 
run your g reens qui te dry dur ing brown-
patch season bu t I th ink it poor policy 
to let the roots of your grass ge t d ry 
while in a weakened condition as noth-
ing will kill it any more quickly. 

THOMAS O 'LEARY. 

BROWN-PATCH COMMENT 

F r a n k Wilson says, " I have used 
Nu-Green a t the r a t e of one pound to 
fifty gallons of wate r , us ing one pound 
to a green, sprayed on a t a pressure of 
th ree hundred pounds as a preventat ive . 
We have had two light a t t acks of l a rge 
brown-patch which we have combatted 
with two to f o u r pounds of Nu-Green 
to a green according to the size. We 
w a t e r in the morning and t r y to have 
the greens as d ry as possible over 
n ight ." 

Rober t Mitchell a t Kernwood has 
found t ha t corrosive subl imate used f o r 
worms in May seems to conti'ol the small 
brown-patch in June . 

The Hansens have had good resul t s 
t r e a t i n g with Tur fca lomel f o r both la rge 
and small brown-patch. They th ink they 
have f o u n d tha t the re is a d i rect con-
nection be tween the disease and the use 
of sulphate of ammonia . 
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Clif Sowerby is us ing Semesan f o r 
control a t Marlboro, and both Tom Gal-
vin a t Rhode Island and Mike O 'Grady 
a t New Bedford have used this com-
pound as a p reventa t ive on the greens 
where they had brown-patch last year . 

John Latvis is us ing corrosive subli-
mate a t Ta tnuck f o r control . 

John Shanahan is us ing Calogreen, 
abou t f o u r bar re l s of solution to a 
green . 

I t seems tha t all of the well-known 
compounds f o r brown-patch control a re 
being used with success. 

THRIFT, HORATIO 

Among the i l luminat ing exper iences 
t ha t come to the greenskeeper on a 
course where work is p lenty and dollars 
f e w is the r e m a r k o f t en made to him 
by members passing in the i r play, " I 
played the Swansdown Course yester-
day. I t was in wonder fu l shape—greens 
like velvet ." If the greenskeeper is a 
wise man, as of course all g reenskeepers 
are , he will smile genially and say, "Yes, 
I played t h a t two weeks ago. I t is a 
fine course and in top shape ." Perhaps 
the member will come back with, "They 
had g r e a t piles of black stuff nea r all 
the greens . Don ' t you think some of 
tha t would do our g reens g o o d ? " The 
greenskeeper , a wise man, as of course 
all g reenkeepers should be, allows i t 
would, but suggests t ha t it costs a lot 
of money. He knows t h a t the course in 
o^est ion employes th ree men to his one 
and spends ten t imes as much money. 
Some day he may have a chance to 
explain this to the in teres ted member , 
but not now. 

I t is my job in this round table mono-
logue to speak a word f o r the greens-
keeper on a course where members like 
to play on velvet g reens well mowed and 
wate red , well weeded, well fer t i l ized, 
but where money is not abundan t . Cir-
cumstances in the shape of wishes of 
members and commit tees o f t e n compel 
him to do the th ings he ought not to do, 
and leave undone the th ings he should 
have done. He must evolve f o r himself 

a working compromise between the de-
sires of the p layers and the f u n d a m e n t a l 
needs of the coui'se. As he mows, clips, 
rakes, clears up, pa tches sod, and busies 
himself and his men abou t the work 
necessary to make his course presen ta -
ble to the eye and playable to the ball, 
he may be of ten dishear tened as he real-
izes the weeds a re invading his greens , 
his nu r se ry bed is ge t t i ng away f r o m 
him, his exper imenta l plots a re not re-
ceiving the a t t en t ion they need. Every-
t ' m e he goes a round the course he sees 
many things t ha t need doing. He is 
aware of the f a c t t ha t many of these 
he may be of ten dishear tened as he real-
th ings nobody ever notices but himself . 
T h a t is but scant sa t i s fac t ion when he 
knows t h a t f r o m this neglect the course 
will suffer more the next year t h a n it 
will this . 

Bro ther greenskeeper , de te rmine f o r 
yourself what you consider the most 
f u n d a m e n t a l needs of the course in 
your care. Spend as much t ime as pos-
sible on those needs, knowing the re will 
be sure and increasing r e t u r n s with 
every year . Spend what t ime is neces-
sary to make the course presentable and 
playable. Your reward will be an easy 
mind and sweet sleep o' nights. 

Best of all, inconsiderate members 
and commit tees a re the r a r e exception. 
Your e f for t s will be apprec ia ted and an 
occasional r e m a r k f r o m a member t ha t 
your g reens are the best in the section 
b a r r i n g none, will assure you your work 
is worthwhile. 

DANIEL C. SNOW. 

KITTANSETT LOAM BAKER 

The loam and compost baker a t Kit-
t anse t t is twelve f e e t long by six f e e t 
wide. There a re side walls on one side 
and both ends, about e ighteen inches 
high; the o ther side is l e f t open to feed 
the wood to the fire. On one end t he r e 
is a small stack f o r smoke; this can be 
made of brick or some old iron pipe. I 
have th ree pieces of ra i l road iron run-
ning lengthwise to hold up sheet iron 
where the loam is baked. 

The loam is placed on this sheet iron 
about f o u r to six inches deep, and is 
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kept tu rned so as to bake thoroughly. 
When the loam is too hot to hold in the 
hand it is shoveled f r o m the baker into 
the r o t a r y screen. With a good fire it 
genera l ly takes f r o m twen ty minutes 
to a half hour f o r one baking. 

F i f t e e n dollars would cover the ex-
pense of construct ion of baker . Two 
men in a day 's bak ing would bake f r o m 
f o u r to five cubic ya rds a day. 

I have t aken a sample box of loam 
t h a t was not baked and a sample t ha t 
was baked, both f r o m the same pile, and 
kept both samples mois t ; the sample 
t h a t was not baked produced weeds 
which the baked sample did not. 

I t has been said t h a t baked loam 
loses its goodness. I have t aken a sample 
f r o m baker tha t was baked unt i l it was 
burnt, a n d a s a m p l e of unbaked l oam, 
planted grass seed in both, and if any-
th ing grass came up first in sample t ha t 
was burn t . 

Elliot D. Pierce. 

We are sorry to r epo r t t ha t Tom 
Fahey met with a serious accident this 
past month while working on his course. 
We a re very glad to learn however t ha t 
he is daily improving, and hope he will 
be with us soon. 

Carl T r e a t has been bui lding a new 
tool house this Spring. 

The Ju ly mee t ing was held with Mike 
O 'Grady a t New Bedford . A round 
table discussion was held be fo re lunch 
on several g reenkeep ing problems. You 
a re to receive some of the points 
b rought out in this discussion in this 
and f u t u r e Newslet ters . In the golf 
competi t ion held in the a f t e r n o o n Tom 
Galvin and his nephews cleaned up the 
ne t prizes and Ed. Phinney won first 
gross. We were glad to note t h a t the 
course was in fine shape, and we were 
especially glad to see the very evident 
cooperat ion which exists between the 
officers and employees of the club. I t 
would be a fine th ing fo r all clubs if 
t he re was such cooperat ion be tween 
their var ious employees and the club 
officials! 

DEMONSTRATION TURF GARDENS 

The plots a re steadily improving, and 
consider ing the f a c t t h a t they were 
planted September 16 on a witch grass 
sod land which was plowed but thi 'ee 
days be fo re plant ing, show some re-
markable resul ts , and do not compare 
un favorab ly with the plots a t Amhers t 
which were planted about a month earl-
ier. 

In our optional row we now have 
Seaside bent stolons f r o m Ki t tanse t t , 
Kernwood Velvet bent stolons, c reeping 
bent stolons, and Canada Velvet ben t 
seed. 

The Chewings fescue plot was abou t 
half killed out by small brown-patch 
dur ing the last of June . Large brown-
patch also occured on Washington and 
Metropol i tan ben t stolons. The o ther 
plots were f r e e f r o m brown-patch. 

In t he fe r t i l i ze r plots on South Ger-
man ben t the 12-6-4 r anks best with 
6-12-4 second. The plots with Sewage 
sludge and plots with poul t ry m a n u r e 
seem to be catching up with the bes t 
plots, al tho the Sulphate of ammonia 
is third a t this t ime. 

The J u n e application of 12-6-4, 6-12-
4, ammonium sulphate, and ammonium 
phosphate burned the grass. This in-
ju red grass was watered heavily and 
the i n j u r y was gone in a week 's t ime. 
The burn of ammonium phosphate 
seemed to set back the grass. 

The lead a r sena te plots a re still poor-
er t han the checks. 

The f a i rways plots which are wa te red 
a re much be t te r t han the unwa te red 
plots. 

On weed control the fe r t i l i zer plots 
which have the thickest t u r f have t h e 
f ewes t weeds. The check plots a re very 
weedy, as a re the lime and ammonium 
sulphate , and the bone meal plots. 

F R A N K H. WILSON, JR. 

Wha t effect has lime on your g reens? 
Do you th ink t h a t night wa te r ing will 

give you more brown-patch? 
How about ammonium sulphate and 

i ts connection with this disease? 


