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"If you have knowledge, let others light their candles at it. " 
—Margaret Fuller. 

There seems to be at the present t ime in New England among 
the various golf agencies a lack of t ha t cooperation which is so 
he lpfu l and essential to efficiency. The Greenkeepers Club of New 
England, formed to help greenkeepers in a social and educational 
way and to upl i f t the s t andards of greenkeeping, is a lways ready 
to cooperate with the other golf agencies for the good of Golf in 
New England. Let there be an end to individualism, to pet ty strife, 
to misunders tandings; let us pledge ourselves anew to work together 
in hear ty cooperat ion! 

Present knowledge seems to indicate a higher price for bent 
seed this Fall, due to a raise in the Tariff , and also to a probable 
scarcity of seed. 

If you have not a l ready used it, you will probably need it before 
many years, and it would be well for us all to get to know arsenate 
of lead, to exper iment with it, and to know the results obtained 
f rom it. 

The June meeting was held with Ted Swanson at the Bear Hill 
Country Club; those of us who were there enjoyed the day very 
much. An exhibition of the Jacobson 19" power put t ing green mower 
and the Worthington "Over l awn" and "Overgreen" was held. 

J F r a n k H. Wilson, J r . 
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THE STORY OF JCERNWOOD BENT 

Kernwood velvet ben t is called 
" K e r n w o o d " because it was p ropaga ted 
f r o m a plug taken f r o m one of the 
Kernwood greens presumably originat-
ing f r o m South German mixed ben t 
seed. I t seeds f r ee ly the first year , pro-
duces very f ew stolons, and comes t r ue 
f r o m seed. 

The mater ia l used f o r propagat ion is 
the same as grass mown to make hay. 
The seed in the heads seems to help 
grea t ly to make a good s tand when the 
" h a y " is chopped and sown as are 
creeping ben t stolons. 

The first rows of velvet bent were 
planted six f e e t apar t . Seed sca t te red 
f r o m the heads soon filled in between 
the rows, making a solid s tand, (hay-
field). Since then we have been plant-
ing the rows nea re r until last yea r we 
planted rows twelve inches apar t , and I 
believe it would be well to plant six 
inches a p a r t or sow broadcas t to grow 
" h a y " to p lan t g reens or sod nurseries . 
We have planted about Augus t 20, but 
believe around Augus t 7 be t te r as we 
notice t ha t the young sprouts f r o m the 
jo in ts s t a r t be t t e r be fo r e Augus t 20. 
Last yea r there was a wet spot in the 
plot used fo r propagat ion which had 
made a tangle of new growth. This 
g rew best when planted in rows. We 
will t r y cu t t ing off the heads and giv-
ing plenty of food and wa te r to s t imu-
late this new g rowth ; it may prove a 
be t t e r method. 

Planting for Sod 
A f t e r the seed bed is p repared we 

roll it firm so t h a t no deep foo t t r acks 
will be made by walking over the 
finished bed. A half to an inch of the 
su r face is again loosened with a wheel 
hoe so t ha t the chopped " h a y " can be 
bedded into the loose sur face . A str ip 
about th ree f ee t wide is sca t te red with 
chopped " h a y " and rolled with a l ight 

wood rol ler . Nex t screened loam or 
compost is used to barely cover the 
s tems of the " h a y . " Boards a re lakl on 
the finished s t r ip to walk on, and the 
nex t s t r ip p lan ted . If the wea ther man 
gives you a f ew cloudy ra iny days as 
o f t e n happens about this t ime, l i t t le 
f u r t h e r a t ten t ion will be needed. In 
any event , the " h a y " mus t be kep t 
moist. 

More soil can be added if needed bu t 
the sprouts do not seem to have power 
to push up th ru much soil. Mow as soon 
as f a i rway height. We have grown abou t 
five or six thousand square f e e t pe r 
year , bu t see no reason why one cannot 
produce enough fo r eighteen greens in 
a shor t t ime. This g rass grows best on 
moist g round but it is growing well on 
sandy g reens also. 

Dur ing the last five years we had 
some dead spots on the dry g reens one 
yea r due to snow mould, lack of wa te r 
in Winter , or o ther cause. This grass is 
susceptable to small brown patch, b u t 
large brown patch has a t tacked it very 
lit t le. 

R O B E R T A. M I T C H E L L 

BUILDING AND MAINTAINING 
TEES. 

A few years ago a tee was ju s t a 
place to tee off a ball, bu t today i t ' 
p lays an impor tan t pa r t of the golf 
course. 

In p lanning a tee it is most essential 
t ha t it should be large in order t h a t the 
marke r s may be changed f r e q u e n t l y , 
thereby pro tec t ing it. Also it should be 
buil t so as to beau t i f y the course. I t 
is not necessary to have it any par t i -
cular shape but planned so t ha t is most 
suited to the su r round ing grounds . 

It is necessary to know the location 
of your green and also your f a i rway in 
p lann ing your tee. Then build accord-
ingly. 
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The first t h ing in bui lding a tee is 
the f o u n d a t i o n ; this is very impor tan t 
because if it is well cons t ruc ted i t will 
not set t le enough to spoil your top sur-
face . Then a good subsoil and about 
f o u r inches of good loam should grow 
good grass sui table fo r the tee. 

Dra inage is most impor tan t . Be sure 
to slope your tee so as to th row the 
wa te r off. If allowed to puddle it may 
cause considerable t rouble . 

The la rges t upkeep of a tee is keep-
ing it mowed; this is essential . As f o r 
fer t i l iza t ion, I should say about th ree 
t imes a year , e i ther by topdress ing or 
j u s t fer t i l iz ing, whichever is necessary. 
This should keep them in very good 
condit ion. 

In my experience with grasses I find 
t ha t Poa annua will s tand the hard use 
and also come back more quickly than 
any other . I have never planted any Poa 
a n n u a seed, it seems na tu ra l f o r it to 
come in by itself. 

T. W. SWANSON. 

TEES AND THEIR UP KEEP. 

Tees give one a good or bad impres-
sion of the links. They should be built 
as low as possible, because if tees a re 
low, we are able to cut the g r ea t e r pa r t 
of them with a t r ac to r . Sometimes f o r 
the sake of vision, tees a re e levated; in 
this case the sides mus t be t r immed with 
a high machine, the use of which in the 
course of a yea r means considerable 
more f o r mainta inence . In hot wea the r 
the raised tee has a t endency to dry out 
unless it is constant ly watered , and this 
addit ional wa te r ing necessary means 
more expense. 

The more tees the re a re on a course, 
the g r ea t e r is the advantage , especial-
ly on a nine hole course where p layers 
repea t . 

I t is a dis t inct advan tage to lay out 
and shape the new tees in November . 

This gives the ear th a chance to set t le 
under the snow and ra ins of Win te r and 
Spring. In April they are r eady to be 
regraded , rolled, and sodded. Be fo re 
sodding, however, I th ink a light appli-
cation of bone meal or poul t ry m a n u r e 
helps to give the old tu r f new life. 

J A M E S C. SULLIVAN. 

EXPERIMENT! 

Do you each yea r ca r ry on definite 
exper iments? Are you t ry ing out on 
your course new methods, new fer t i l i -
zers, new s t ra ins of bent? Do you be-
lieve all you read and hear , or do you 
first wish to t r y it out fo r yourself on 
your own course? 

Each g reenkeeper should exper iment 
as much as possible and keep a definite 
record of wha t he finds out in each 
exper iment . Var ious exper iments can 
be r u n on the golf course a t small cost, 
and the resu l t s a re o f t en very he lp fu l 
and in teres t ing. Here in New England 
we should be in teres ted in the var ious 
s t ra ins of bent , not only f o r greens , 
bu t also fo r tees, and fa i rways . 

For many exper iments the tu r f nur -
sery can be used; indeed, should be f o r 
any where the re is any danger of burn-
ing, fo r it would be much b e t t e r to 
burn a small port ion of the nur se ry in 
t ry ing out some new substance than it 
would be to burn a section of a green . 
The nurse ry is ideal f o r much experi-
menta t ion . 

Fer t i l izer exper iments a re easily 
carr ied on, and small exper iments on 
the nurse ry should be followed where-
ever possible by larger exper iments on 
the course i tself . For all of these ex-
per iments , ample check plots should be 
le f t . An in te res t ing exper iment is to 
discover f o r your own sa t i s fac t ion 
which fer t i l izer is best on your own 
course, f o r each par t . This is especi-
ally he lpfu l a t this t ime because the 
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tendency is to ge t away somewhat f r o m 
too much sulphate of ammonia . 

We can ' t all have plots such as a re 
being carr ied a long a t Charles River 
Count ry Club, but we can all have our 
own exper iments , and we will all bene-
fit f r o m them, and our courses will show 
resu l t s f r o m them. E x p e r i m e n t ! 

G. C. W. 

I t would be well f o r all of us to keep 
in touch with these exper imenta l plots, 
and to note with in teres t the resu l t s 
obtained f r o m them. A var ie ty of ex-
per iments are being carr ied on under 
New England conditions, and f r o m the 
resu l t s obtained there should be some-
th ing to help YOU! 

EDITORS. 

DEMONSTRATION TURF GARDENS 

In the tr ial grass plots a t the 
Charles River Count ry Club, J u n e 15, 
judged f r o m a s tandpoin t of pu t t ing 
sur faces , the seeded plots r ank in the 
fol lowing o rde r : Chewing Fescue, 
Colonial Bent , Seaside Bent, South 
German Bent , Red Fescue, R. I. Bent 
Washington grown, Annual Blue grass, 
R. I. Bent , and Velvet Bent. (These 
last two were seeded this Spring.) In 
the stolon group, they r ank Metropoli-
tan , Washington, Columbia, Virginia, 
Velvet. 

In the fer t i l izer series on South Ger-
man Bent, the plots r ank as fol lows: 
12-6-4, 6-12-4, ammonium sulphate , 
n i t r a t e of soda, ammonium phosphate , 
ammonium sulphate and compost, urea , 
sewage sludge, poul t ry manure , bone 
meal, lime and sulphate of ammonia . 
The poorest plot is quite a little be t te r 
than the checks. 

In the lead a r sena te plots on South 
German Bent and on Red Top and 
Bluegrass, the lead a r sena te seems to 
have in ju red the grass as the check 
plots of the same grasses are much 
be t te r . 

On the f a i r w a y wa te r ing plots the 
wa te red plots a re much thicker and 
g reener . 

In the f a i rway tr ial plots the Chew-
ings Fescue and plots with Chewings 
Fescue in the mix ture are f a r ahead of 
the o ther plots. 

In the fer t i l izer series on f a i rway 
plots of Ken tucky Blue and Red Top 
mixture , r ank ing is as fol lows: 12-6-4, 
ammonium sulphate, 6-12-4, bone meal, 
sewage sludge, manure , lime. 

These plots were seeded Sep tember 
16, 1928. The South German Bent with 
12-6-4 fer t i l izer has a f a i r pu t t ing sur-
face . The plot of Ken tucky Blue and 
Red Top f a i rway mix ture with 12-6-4 
fe r t i l i ze r has a good thick s tand of 
grass. 

F R A N K H. WILSON, JR. 

The Hansens are keeping busy th is 
Summer adding a new nine holes to 
their old nine a t Concord. They hope to 
be ready to seed this Fall. 

The new nine a t the Count ry Club 
will be opened f o r play on J u n e 8. 
Howard F a r r a n t has been so busy this 
Spr ing we haven ' t seen much of h im! 

The Ar lmont Count ry Club a re adding 
a new nine to their layout. 

The Board of Directors met on May 
27 with yours t ru ly a t Fall River, with 
ten present . We had a fine mee t ing ! 

Try and be present a t the Ju ly meet-
ing a t the New Bedford Count ry Club. 

Dan Snow has been pu t t i ng in some 
new shrubbery and lawns a round the 
club house at Segreganse t t Count ry 
Club. 

We are very glad to see John Shan-
ahan with us again, a f t e r a short i l lness! 

The Employmen t Commit tee of the 
Club is r eady a t all t imes to t ry to help 
any club which is in need of a green-
keeper. If you know of any club which 
is looking f o r a new greenkeeper , 
no t i fy the commit tee , of which John 
Shanahan is cha i rman. 

Joe Oldfield says, "The re ' s no use in 
wor ry ing about which is the best fa i r -
way unit , they a re all good if you use 
them r igh t" . A f t e r all, there is a ser-
mon in tha t sentence, and it can be 
applied to all mach inery! 

"Ge t your Happiness out of your 
Work, or you will never know wha t 
Happiness is". 

HUBBARD. 


