Nature gives to every time and season some
beauties of its own; and from wmorwing to wight,

as from the cradle to the grave, is but a succession

of changes so gentle and easy that we can scarcely

mark their progress.
—Dickens.
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The Service Section Committee of the
M. G. A. is planning to discontinue the
experimental plots at the Charles River
Country Club, and start a new series.
That the new plots may be of the most
possible value, a committee is sending a
questionaire to all member clubs of the
M. G. A. All greenkeepers who have any
ideas as to specific problems which they
would like to see come under the ex-
periments conducted at these new plots
should communicate such ideas to James
McCormack of the committee, 450
William Street, Stoneham, Mass.

We have recently heard, during the
recent periods of moist weather, con-
siderable discussion at several clubs
concerning the holes made by tractor
spuds in the fairways, especially near
greens. Possibly these holes are a
necessary evil, but we wonder if many
more courses could not use some of the
new developments in rubber tires, and
eliminate another cause of complaint.
At present, some courses are using
rubber tired tractors; and a few lines
from any greenkeeper, whose tractor is
so equipped, telling us of the efficiency
of such tires, would be of interest.

We have recently heard of a new crab
grass rake which can be attached to any
hand or power mower. This product
seems to merit a demonstration next
season.

It will be a good plan not to put off oo
long buying that new equipment that
your club needs. Plan to buy the most
essential things first, and start this next
Spring. The long Winter is coming in
which you will have plenty of time in
which to plan just what you need first.

New Equipment will give you a better,
a surer, and quicker job than you would
have got with the old. Remember it is
efficiency to replace any worn-out or
obsolete equipment.

A good many sand traps have gone
without any fresh sand for some years
now. Plan to give them fresh sand in
this off season.

Clean up your rough this Winter and
you will be well repaid by the smiles of
your golfers next season.

Why not plan to attend all the Winter
meetings of your club. You will enjoy
meeting your fellows, and are bound to
carry home some new idea well worth
your while. Besides, you need to get out
of the rut, and, like the postman who
went on a walking trip for his vacation,
a trip to a meeting with your fellow
greenkeepers will refresh you.

Plans are already underway for the
next recreation conference to be held at
the Mass. State College next March. We
will keep you informed from time to
time in future issues of the NEWS-
LETTER, as to time and programs.

Is your acidity testing kit gathering
dust in some out of the way place, or
have you been using it lately to get your
Falil reading on all greens? What is the
pH of the compost you are using?

How does the physical inventory of
your course compare this Fall with the
inventory of last Fall? If your budget
was cut this year, how much did the
sta!;dard of maintenance fall with the
cut?

We still see red when we see anyone
mark a fine putting green to show the
location of a ball. We have not heard
much recently concerning the device
which Mr. Lawson of Woodland demon-
strated last Spring, but we firmly be-
lieve that something should be done
about such golfers, and also about those
who try to slide along with their spikes,
or ‘throw lighted cigarettes around
freely.

Why not write us an article?
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The Good Old Days Were Not So Good
For The Golf Superintendent

By Somer Park

(Reprinted from Pacific Greenkeeper)

Whenever a few superintendents get
together for a chat, a considerable por-
tion of their talk is in relation to their
various troubles on their respective
courses. A harrowing tale of brown
patch it may be, or a poor irrigation sys-
tem, and so on; some older member of
the profession winds up the discussion
with the weighty remark that in the
good old days things were different.

I got to thinking the other night while
sitting in a comfortable chair with a
good pipe in my teeth about the alleged
“good old days.” I use the word alleged
with evil intent, as I intend to show
that the “good old days” were, to say the
least, not so good. In defense of this
attack on the aforesaid wonderful days
of old, I'll repeat that I thought this out
with the aid of a good pipe of tobacco,
which is a great aid to the contemplative
mind, and if you don’t agree with the
following, you had better change your
brand of pipe comfort.

Cast your minds back, some of you
older men, about—say ten years; it's a
fine warm day in July; the Bermuda is
making altitude records every minute;
everyone is on the job; over on fourteen
fairway you hear the tractor as it pulls
or pushes five thirty-inchers. Yes, every-
thing is going fine; isn’t that a wonder-
ful picture of the good old days?

Well, I'm now going to smear that
picture with the muddy brush of trouble.
The sound of the tractor is stilled; you
see a figure in greasy overalls heading
in your direction; you feel a mental
chill; you have an instant dislike for
that approaching figure, for too well
you know that he is a bearer of bad
news.

You ponder what it will be this time;
you childishly hope that it is only a new
adjusting screw that is needed, or at
worst a broken bed knife back; but deep
down inside you feel it’s a smashed main
gear, and, misery on misery, you know
you haven’t a spare gear left as casu-
alties in gears have been heavy, and
back East is far, far away. Not to
lacerate your feelings unduly we will

finish this picture a la Briggs, “and so
the day is utterly ruined.”

Again it is July, but 1929, ,and again
warm, even warmer, I'd say; the Ber-
muda grass is still striving for records;
the tractor is again purring away on
any old fairway you like; but here I'll
have to ask you to use your imagination
a bit as what I'll picture seldom happens
nowadays. Imagine you see the tractor
man approaching you as of yore; now
for the brush of an artist, with the
warm colors of confidence and an easy
mind; no chill of depression in this pic-
ture; no blighted spirit with the day
utterly ruined. You await him almost
with indifference, as you know that no
matter what the trouble may be, any
part wanted is only as far as a phone
call to your service man who will be
right out with it.

Do either of the pictures exaggerate?
Well, hardly. It is amazing how smooth-
ly the biggest single operation of course
maintenance runs on through the season
without serious trouble. As regards the
other picture of the transition period
from horse to tractor mowing, well, I'm
good at drawing a long tale, but I
couldn’t exaggerate the troubles of that
if I did my very best.

I’ll admit that the experiences of those
trying times were helpful to the men
who were right up against them, as they
are more able men for those experiences
and can appreciate the wonderful sav-
ing in mental stress alone through the
steady improvements in mowing equip-
ment. The point I wish to make is that
today we are reaping those benefits
through the fine co-operation of the
manufacturers, especially through their
local agents, with the man on the job,
the superintendent. The exchange of
ideas between the two, right out on the
field where defects of equipment show,
is where the credit lies for the trouble-
free dependability of our present-day
mowing equipment.

And now a word to the more recent
recruits to an old profession will finish
this article, as I think I’ve given some-
thing to the worshippers of “the good
old days” to chew over.

The young superintendent—I mean in
experience only—has a wonderful oppor-
tunity nowadays to learn considerable
more, and learn it faster, than his fel-
lows of ten or fifteen years ago, simply
because he has more time to devote to
his grass problems.
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GREENKEEPER-PRO TOURNAMENT

The third annual greenkeeper-pro
tournament was held on October 1st at
the Braeburn Country Club with forty-
six teams entered. First gross was won
by Walter and Tom Howe of the
Wellesley Country Club with a best ball
of 75. Second gross went to Emil
Masciocchi and Alec Briggs of Oak Hill
with 77. First net was won by Howard
Farrant of the Country Club and Gene
Anderson of Colonial with net of 74,
and second net by James OG’Malley and
Carl Nettelbladt of Runaway Brook.

Best ball of all the teams was 3-4-4-4-
5-2-3-3-4—32, 4-4-2-4-5-3-3-3-4—32, 64.
And was that golf course stretched and
was it tough!

We heard of one individual score
under 80, and that was 79.

We missed John Shanahan, who was
too ill to be around as usual greeting
the boys.

RHODE ISLAND ASSOCIATION
MEETING

The October meeting of the Rhode
Island Greenkeepers Assoc. was held at
the Rhode Island C. C., West Barrington
on October 18th. An eighteen hole golf
tournament brought prizes to J. Con-
way, H. Cottelle, M. Travers, W.
Peckham, E. Pyle, and G. West, also
guest prizes to Dr. Monteith and Mr.
Dawson.

Following a business meeting, at
which Frank Lovett was elected to
membership, Dr. John Monteith of the
Green Section discussed, “Fertilization
of Fairways to Control Weeds and
Clover”,

Dr. Monteith pointed out that the
theoretical question differed from the
practical, because of limited budgets,
and fertilizer does cost money. However,
proper fertilization with an adequate
supply of Nitrogen, will check clover
and other weeds. The nitrogen, not the
acidity is the factor which controls
clover. In a poor soil, other factors be-
ing correct, clover will get N. from the
air and the grass cannot, hence clover
will grow, and grass will not; when N.
is added grass can grow and crowd out
the clover. It is possible to get soils so

acid that grasses will grow and clover
will not; good growth of grass on such
acid soils will be confined io Spring
and Fall and the grass will die out dur-
ing the Summer.

The speaker discussed experiments
being conducted at the Experimental
garden in the Chicago district, where
experiments on both green and fairway
plots show very good control of clover
by fertilization. This year, when lack of
funds prevented continuing the fertil-
ization, the apparent holdover from the
past years gives clover control.

The fertilization that seems to be re-
quired is that which will give a good
strong growth of grass. Sometimes the
fertilization is not the factor which
governs the control, as it may be lack
of drainage or a soil condition unfavor-
able to grass growth, possibly a packed
soil which is unfavorable to the grass.
Under such conditions an application of
N. does not give the desired results for
the reason that the lack of N. is not the
limiting factor.

The amount of fertilizer needed will
vary with the soil. An experiment on
poor soil with 700 pounds of 12-6-4 per
acre did not control, but 1400 pounds
and 2800 pounds did give results. With
a small amount of money available, it
is best to concentrate on the principal
areas. Time is important, as Fall ferti-
lization will encourage the growth of
blue grass, and Spring fertilization will
encourage the growth of crab grass.

There is still plenty to learn upon
this subject.

This method also has its disadvan-
tages, giving a lush growth, need cutt-
ing more often, possibly more suscep-
tible to disease.

Considerable work has been done with
the use of chemicals for controlling
weeds, but this work had to be discon-
tinued because of lack of money, al-
though some work is still going on. Re-
sults are on the way, but no recommen-
dations can be made as yet.

Prof. Lawrence Dickinson of the Mass.
State College and family recently re-
turned from a vacation trip of some
twelve thousand miles, visiting Chicago,
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Banff, Cana-
dian Rockies, Vancouver. White Horse,
Yukon Territory, Seattle, Portland, San
Francisco, Los Angeles, Yellowstone,
etc. Prof. Dickinson gave eight lectures
while on his trip.
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NEW BULLETIN

A new bulletin of interest is “Putting
Green Grasses and Their Management’
by H. F. A. North and T. E. Odland,
Bulletin 245 from the Rhode Island
Experiment Station.

The following abstract from this
bulletin gives an idea of its contents:

Golf courses represent a large capital
investment in Rhode Island. Their main-
tenance and management is a growing
industry which is highly essential in the
recreational business of the state.

The growing of the type of putting
green turf which is desired today re-
quires as much skill and experience as
does the successful production of other
agricultural crops.

The experiments which are reported
were begun as a study of a large num-
ber of grasses to determine their value
for golf greens in this region. Some of
the vegetative strains have been propa-
gated with stolons in comparison with
seed. The turf from colonials and sea-
side creeping bents have been tested
from original lots and from seed pro-
iiuced in Rhode Island from the same
ots.

The bulletin is designed primarily to
furnish information which will aid those

concerned with the growing of fine turf
in choosing the most satisfactory grass
for special conditions. The quality of
the turfs has been determined by rat-
ing important factors individually and
collectively.

Tests have shown that the fertilizer
treatments used and the soil reactions
maintained have been generally satis-
factory for most of the bent grasses.
A deficiency of lime resulted in serious
damage to the plats of creeping bent
during one of the seasons of the test.

The velvet bents as a class have
been rated higher in quality than the
colonial bents. Rather wide variation
was found among the former in this
regard and only the exceptional strain
was rated higher than the average of
the colonial bents.

The three types of colonial bent
under test were found to differ in the
prevalence of rhizomes, color of foli-
age, and production of mnap. Differ-
ences in the quality and susceptibility
to brownpateh of the turf were found
in the different strains of the common
type of colonial bent.

The creeping bents have been rated
lower in putting green qualities than
the colonial bents. The stolon creeping
bents as a group were found of nearly
the same value as the lots of seaside

MODERN

along all lines.

assuring a perfect cutting edge.
tional charge.

hundred mile radius of Boston.

The day of the itinerant scissors grinder as an all around repairman
has passed. Modern times have demonstrated the need for specialization

Conforming to the spirit of the times we have developed the best
equipped and most efficient LAWN MOWER REPAIR SERVICE in New
England, working exclusively on factory principles, where trained men
sharpen and recondition mowers, prolonging their life.

This service makes it unnecessary to discard a used mower, hand or
power, because of some defect that may be remedied.

What Our Service Includes:

Every mower, including the engine unit in power mowers, is taken
apart and completely REBUILT (not merely repaired).

Every part is thoroughly cleaned and any worn parts rveplaced.
Cylinder and bottom knife are reground. When assembled, the mower is
greased and the blade is again ground in a specially constructed machine,
All mowers are painted without addi-

We will examine your mower and furnish estimate without cost.
Truck service is maintained for -~ollection and delivery within one

IDEAL MOWLR SALES and SERVICE

111 Cypress Street, Brookline, Mass.

SERVICE
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creeping bents tested. Wider variations
in quality were found among the stolon
strains such as Washington and Virginia
than among the seaside creeping bents.

The turf of velvet and creeping bents -

grown from seed was found similar in
quality to that produced from stolons
of the same strain. Likewise the turf
of colonial bent and seaside creeping
bent from seed grown in Rhode Islani
one generation produced turf very simi-
lar to that of the parent grasses. As a
rule the seeded turf was found more
csus~eptible to disease than the parent
stolon turf.

Velvet bents were rather generally
susceptible to dollarspot, and colonial
bent to brownpatch, while creeping bents
were mildly susceptible to both diseases.
Snowmold was found in creeping bent
turf.

Bluegrass, fescues, redtop and a few
poor strains of creeping bents were
found unadapted for greens in this
region when clipped as close as one-
fourth inch.

The most troublesome weed in the
plats has been crabgrass. Clover and
other weed pests have been rather suc-
cessfully controlled by the applications
of sulfate of ammonia. Equipment is
described for steam sterilizing soil and
compost.

The control of disease obtained with
mercurial fungicides is tabulated for
each species of the bent grasses. Gen-
cral directions are given for the control
of dollarspot, brownpatch, snowmold,
and scald.

Measures for the control of insects
are given. Experiments have shown that
a spray of 1 to 2 pounds of arsenate of
lead in 10 to 20 gallons of water gave
good control of the bluegrass webworm.

A system is suggested for the general
maintenance of the putting green in
this region.

Many leading golf clubs today owe
their fine greens and fairways to a
rigid policy of grub, beetle and earth-
worm control with lead arsenate. In the
manufacture of Lead Arsenate, arsenic,
a deadily killing agent, is combined
with lead by a careful process. This
results in a most practical insecticide
for the control of chewing insects,
worms and bugs. While this combina-
tion produces a Lead Arsenate of great
toxic effect, it contains a minimum of
soluble arsenic and, consequently, will
not prove harmful to turf.

Grubs consume a certain amount of
soil with the grass roots they eat. If the
soil is impregnated with lead arsenate,
the poison kills them. The method of
getting the lead arsenate into the soil
is important.

Mixing with Moist Sand Most Practical

Experience has proved that mixing
the lead arsenate with moist sand, or
top dressing, is the most practical meth-
od, as the weight of these materials will
carry the lead arsenate down to the soil.
Rains and heavy dew will soak it into
the soil where the grubs will get it. Ap-
ply five pounds of Lead Arsenate mixed
with about one bushel of moist sand to
1,000 square feet of turf for grub and
earthworm control. Even distribution is
essential.

Dusting and Spraying

Dusting and spraying are not recom-
mended. Weather conditions are seldom
right for dusting, and if the grass blades
are wet, burning may result. The same
applies to spraying. Inexperience or un-
even distribution of the spray may re-
suit in burning the grass blades. The
place for the lead arsenate is right in
the soil where the grubs will get it.
That’s why mixing with sand is recom-
mended.

When To Apply

Mixed with sand, Lead Arsenate may
be applied at any time insect conditions
demand. The important factor is to
treat the turf at the first sign of grubs
before they do serious damage. This
same principle applies to earthworms.

For Weeds and to Stimulate Grass

Lead Arsenate discourages the growth
of chickweed, crabgrass, fennel and
other obnoxious weeds commonly found
in fine turf. These weeds sap much
nutriment value from the soil. Our ma-
terial apparently stimulates growth by
controlling adverse bacteria and fungi
which tend to retard the growth of fine
grass.

For the control of chickweed, fennel,
crabgrass, ete., apply 5 pounds of Lead
Arsenate, mixed with about 3% bushel
of sand to every 1,000 square feet of
turf. An additional treatment may be
given directly to persistent small spots.”

Advice by an
Arsenate Manufacturer.

Secretary Charles Parker is now lo-
cated at the Wianno Club, Osterville,
Mass., and his address is Box 316, Oster-
ville, Mass.
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Irrigation
NOW

is the time to think about your
irrigation problems and to pre-
pare for the dry season. We
are distributors for the well
known and popular

BUCKNER IRRIGATION

and we shall be glad to co-
operate with you. Bring your
problems to us.

Hovey & Company
150 Milk Street Boston, Mass.

HAN. 1454

MA - CHES-OK

Leaf Mold and Leaf Mold Peat

For use on
Putting Greens, Lawns, Flower
Gardens and Potted Plants

N. J. Exp. Sta. found 91.73% or-
ganic matter and water holding capa-
city of 242.1%. )

R. I. Dept. of Agri. found 94.6 %
organic matter.

Mass. Dept. of Agri. found 1.03 %
Nitrogen.

Dr. Howard Sprague says: ‘“Materi-
al is carefully sieved and is free from
objectionable roots and dead branches
and no toxieity.”

Prices:
Per ton—$25 % ton—$15
1% ton—38$8 100 1b.—$1.75
M. F. SMITH

Concord, Mass. P. O. Box 174

The Buel

For Better Greens

Perforator

Aerates — Perforates — Cultivates

Saves

Labor — Water — Fertilizer

Power Attachments Furnished,

If Desired

J. F. BUEL

Woburn —  Massachusetts

To Greenskeepers and Greens
Chairmen

who are interested in keeping their
greens in the best of condition and
appearance, at a fraction of the cost
of hand mowing, we offer a free
demonstration of the New Locke
Power Putting Green Mower.

The Locke Power Putting Green
Mower is so unlike any other machine
now made that an adequate descrip-
tion by means of words is impossible,
it must be seen at work to be under-
stood.

A demonstration will show that the
Locke can cut greens better and
faster, with less wear on the greens
and the operator, than hand mowers
or other power mowers.

See it now—Buy when you are ready
Demonstration by appointment only.
Write or Call.

POWER LAWN MOWER
SERVICE COMPANY

15 Tenney Court, Somerville, Mass.
Somerset 0504-W




Let’s Look At The Record

Our Reputation
for high purity and germinating seeds has for many years
enabled us to head the list of seed houses
doing business in New England.

Our Prices
are comparatively low because as wholesalers we have .
followed the successful practice of small profits
and maximum turnover.

Your Order
commands furthermore a premier amount of intelligent
handling when placed with us.

THOMAS W. EMERSON CO.

BOSTON, MASS.
‘“New England’s Largest Wholesale Seed House”

| — s
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ompany
Multigang
Convertible
Mower
OR extensive areas where quick ways or over bridges going to and
Fcutting counts, the Multigang is the from the cutting areas.
thing. A Multigang of 7 mowers Each mower with its 7 - blade
will cut a swath of 16 feet. patented herring bone reel cuts a 30
A distinet advantage is the way it inch swath. The tractor is Ford
can be quickly converted into a 5- engined. A sturdy powerful outfit that
mower gang-up cutting 11% feet; or will day in and day out, cut a 16-
a 3-mower cutting 7-feet. Or the en- foot swath on half a gallon of gas
tire 7 mowers can be shifted to trail an hour.
a 7 foot width, to go through narrow
WORTHINGTON MOWER COMPANY
STROUDSBURG, PA. 1 STATE STREET
Main Office Boston Office




