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Sponsors and administrators of the Lawrence S. 
Dicki nson Scholarship Fund — Awarded yearly 
to deserving Turf Management Students. 

A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS 
The man pulled his feet up on his desk in comfortable po-

sition and started to expound. 
He covered such subjects as sports being a substitute for 

war, establishment of university-owned golf courses to curb 
campus unrest, a formula for building natural turf football 
fields which would lick the water problem and a revolutionary 
idea which takes the dangers out of superintendents' undis-
ciplined use of water on greens and tees. 

He's Dr. William H. Daniel of Purdue University and he 
had to be one of the hits of Joe Troll's annual Massachusetts 
Turf Conference last month. Dr. Daniel telleth all. 

" I ' m convinced that sports are one of the most essential 
parts of l i fe," he took time out for a little preaching. " Ju s t 
think for a minute and try to imagine where we would be 
without sports. Our way of living has to have conflict and 
challenge flowing through it. War is one method of providing 
them. But sports are more feasible. They do, in effect, form 
a substitute for war . " 

Turning to golf, Dr. Daniel touched briefly on the contri-
bution of the game to campus life at Purdue. " W e have a 36-
hole course of our own," he revealed. "And I truly believe that 
it has helped to stem campus unrest. We haven't had any 
serious incidents. When a student feels like blowing off steam, 
he can take out his feelings on a golf ball. And we have the 
place right on campus for that." 

Naturally, Dr. Daniel's place on the agronomy staff at Pur-
due makes him conscious of turf problems . . . not only on the 
golf course, but in other areas. "We've been working on a new 
construction formula to save football fields f rom turning com-
pletely synthetic," he told. It's called the P A T system . . . 
Prescription Athletic Turf. What we do is build a drainage 
field with suction pumps attached to the drains. When there's 
a storm, we turn them on and, presto, we have a dry field. 
No one has adopted our system yet, but we feel it will become 
very popular . " 

Dr. Daniel's main function at the conference was to unveil 
his Purr-Wick green and tee construction theory. Away from 
the speaking platform, he explained it in layman's terms. 

"What it does is take the guesswork out of watering greens 
and tees," he said. " I believe that this is one of the superin-
tendent's biggest hangups, what with the influx of automatic 
irrigation in vogue." 

Purr-Wick works in such a manner to bring on a free move-
ment of moisture. The green or tee is started by laying a 
plastic sheet at the bottom, then building up a depth of from 
16 to 18 inches of sand. The turf goes on top and the water 
problem is l icked." 

"The system disciplines the distribution of water to the 
plant roots ," Dr. Daniel explained. "The sand acts as a sponge 
and there hardly ever is any surface water. You've heard of 
tournaments being called off when greens are flooded after 
a thunderstorm or hard rain, Well, with Purr-Wick, that cir-
cumstance is eliminated." 

Dr. William H. Daniel (left) and Leon V. St. Pierre discuss the 
Massachusetts Turf Conference after the annual banquet on 
March 2, 1972 at the Highpoint Motor Inn. 

Not only does the system benefit the superintendent, it also 
gives the golfer the one thing he desires — uniformity in 
playing conditions. "We began our research in 1966," Dr. 
Daniel remarked. "We watched the possibilities grow in 1967 
and the next year we built our first Purr-Wick green. Right 
now there are 60 greens in nine different states and each one 
of them has performed to perfection. All we need now is to 
get the system popularized. It takes time, but it's corning. 

So, the man for all seasons is right on top of a number of 
projects to reduce the problems in conditioning turf. Dr. Daniel 
has the answers for poor drainage, whether it be 50-yard line 
or 18th green. And they appear to be sound answers. 

—Gerry Finn 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the GCSA of N. E. will be April 5, 

1972 at the Holiday Inn, Grove St., Newton, Mass. Please 
make note that this is a Wednesday. 

Directors' Meeting 10 :45 A . M . 
Regular Business Meeting 11:15 A . M . 
Luncheon 12 :15 P . M . 
Educational Program 1 :15 P . M . 

The following applications will be voted on at the April 
meeting: 

James Damiam, Associate Membership. Whitingville Golf 
Club, Main Street, East Douglas, Mass. 

Andrew L. Gregory, Associate Membership. Tedesco Country 
Club, 173 Salem Street, Swampscott, Mass. 

Louis A. Ingalls, Associate Membership. C. C. of New Bed-
ford, 185 Centre Street, Quincy, Mass. 

James D. Calderwood, Assistant Membership. Blue Hill 
Country Club, 87 Billings Street, Sharon, Mass. 
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MERCURY MADNESS 

The "Mercury madness . " You've heard about it. More than 
enough, if you follow the line of reality. And here is where 
Dr. Leonard J . Goldwater enters the picture. 

Dr. Goldwater is an expert on mercury and he's on a coun-
try-wide binge trying to let people know that its scare 
been magnified to the high heavens. He was aboard for the 
Massachusetts Turf Conference last month and he picked 
apart the over-reaction to the effects of mercury. 

It's sensationalized," Dr. Goldwater delivered in between 
his formal lecture at the Highpoint Motor Inn. " T h e dangers 
of mercury have been blown way out of proportion. For what 
reason I really can't say. But if you think about it, the mer-
cury jitters follows every hint of malfunction in certain prod-
ucts. The public just lets the thing run away to the point of 
being ridiculous." " 

The outspoken Dr. Goldwater, who has been doing research 
on mercury at Duke University, admits that indiscriminate 
use of it can be harmful. Then, on the other hand he says 
that indiscriminate banning of mercury is just as bad. 

" Y o u fellows," Dr. Goldwater said, "you superintendents 
. . . have to be realistic about the use of mercury. It is one 
of the most useful fungicides at your disposal but it must be 
used with discrimination. That's all that is needed. Don't run 
scared from it. Don't let the emotional tirades of certain people 
turn you from using i t . " 

Dr. Goldwater emphasizes that all a superintended guards 
against in use of mercury on a golf course is excessive appli-
cation. "There are certain states which ban the use of mercury 
on plants ," Dr. Goldwater revealed. " B u t I think this is a 
case of being an alarmist. If everyone took a course in mer-
cury they would find that it is present in -some form or other 

in every living thing. That's why I can't understand why such 
a strong stand has been taken against i t . " 

The mercury scare crept into industry some time ago when 
it was inflated as a health hazard in a hat factory in Danbury, 
Conn. That started the ball rolling and from there the mercury 
syndrone has spread far and wide. Who ever eats swordfish 
anymore, for instance? 

Dr. Goldwater snickers at that suggestion. "All fish have 
mercury in them," he laughed. " I f everyone picked up the 
swordfish scare, there wouldn't be another fish sold in this 
country. And I'm talking about things like shrimp and clams. 
What would we do without t h e m ? " 

There's a natural concern for the plight of the golf course 
superintendent on the part of Dr. Goldwater. " I 've been a golf 

" fan end player for a number of years , " he confessed. " I don't 
get to play very much these days but I can understand just 
how much mercury can help the superintendent in his attempt 
to do his .job. That's why I'm going around to these confer-
ences explaining that use of mercury is not harmful to the turf 
or the atmosphere. I 'm one of those golf people who want people 
to know that the superintendent uses chemicals with a cer-
tain amount of logic and knowledge of what its reaction, if 
any, will be . " 

Thus, the super has a champion on his side. Dr. Goldwater 
both endorses and encourages the use of mercury on the golf 
course. " I can't see any harm in its use just as long as its 
application follows normal lines," he concluded. "The super-
intendent should be determined in his selection of fungicides. 
He shouldn't be scared off because of propaganda. If he runs 
scared, his golf course will suffer for it . " 

—Gerry Finn 
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Charles Baskin (left) superintendent of the Country Club of 
Waterbury, Conn, and G C S A A Director, was talking with 
Dr. Joseph Troll, chairman of the conference at the Highpoint 
Motor Inn, Chicopee Falls, Mass. National Director Baskin 
was on hand to award the G C S A A Scholarships to Stock-
bridge students. Those students who received them were 
Frederick Cheney, Erwin Nash, Niels W . Oleson, and Frank 
L. Santos. 

F. Cheney 

E. Nash 
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S O U N D O F F ! ! ! ! 
(It's that same old time again for readers to put their views 

on the line in Sound Off. Last month they had a rest from 
the rigors of expressing opinions with a man-on-the-street 
presentation concerning the burning issue of re-examination for 
certified golf course superintendents. Oddly enough, most of 
the flak this month goes back to the re-examination question. 
Anyway, the Newsletter is happy to receive any reaction to 
any issue, and we remind readers that they may respond in 
this column by directing their letters to Newsletter Mail Box, 
24 Riverview Drive, Newbury, Mass. 01950. The Newsletter 
reserves the right to comment on each published letter). 

* - « -

" I was most interested in the interviews of New England 
superintendents about this re-examination once a super is 
certified. 

" I have been thinking about trying for certification, even 
though I am firmly established at my present job and don't 
expect a change in my status until I decide to retire. 

"At the start, though, I felt it a challenge to myself and a 
sort of act of good faith toward my membership in my de-
cision to try to become certified. But now my mind has been 
changed. 

" I think that a one-test obligation on my part is enough. If 
I had to worry about being re-examined every five years, 
I really don't know how I could keep up with my basic task of 
keeping my course in top condition. I'm not the studious type. 
Therefore, I really think my course would suffer if I had to 
go through an exam every five years. So, I 'm not even going 
to try for certification, period." 

J A C K CRAWFORD, Sebring, Fla. 
You have a point, Jack. But give certification a chance. 

There may be alterations in that re-examination clause yet. 

* * * 

"This re-examination issue really has been put on the line 
by you fellows from New England, and I really believe it's 
about time somebody came out and told us about the fine print. 

" T o be truthful, I never was aware that we had to be re-
examined periodically once we got our certification. I was 
under the impression that being certified was the same as 
getting a driver's license. As a matter of fact, I don't know 
of any other profession that demands its members to be book-
worms for the rest of iheir lives. I'm against it. And here's 1 

where I'm telling my opinions." 
R E G I N A L D P O T T E R , South Derry, Md. 

There are other professions who require certain proof of 
outside study on current topics which perhaps is something 
the S C S A A should think about if this thing gets too hot. 

* * 

"There is nothing I have to say about re-examination at this 
time. My gripe to you is why didn't you do the same thing (the 
interview bit) when the question of certification came u p ? 
I'm sure that we might have had a different setup if you had 
done this. 

" I 've been against certification from the start. Maybe it's 
because I'm selfish. I have a job for life here and certification 
wouldn't do me one favor. I think you people were two steps 
behind the times. You should have had your readers SOUND 
Off on the original issue . . . certification. 

R A L P H J O H N S O N , Harwich, N. Y . 

Golf Cha i rman— Educational Cha i rman— Newsletter Cha i rman— Past President — 
JUL IUS A K S T E N 
6 Main Street 
Southboro. Mass. 0(772 
Phone 485-8885 
Club Affiliation 
St. Mark's Golf Club 

Certification gives the profession a push forward. But re-
member. It is not mandatory, so why should you complain 
about it? 

-;:- * «-

"Don't you think that the GCSAA is getting a little bit too 
on the high-hat side in this re-examination clause? 

" I ' m an old timer in the business. I've never learned much 
from books on the subject of treating turf, but I am not too 
old to realize that modern approaches could njake my job 
easier. 

"However, I think one exam is enough. It's enough as f a r as 
I'm concerned. In the beginning I was not too enthused over 
the certification program but I gave it a wait and see attitude. 
But right now I'm seeing too much of this book stuff. Who 
needs i t ? " 

CEDRIC THOMPSON, Blandford, Conn. 
At one time or another you need it, Ced. But for how long, 

we're not quite sure. We'l l let the membership decide that one. 
* -s- * * 

" I haven't decided about the worthwhile aspects of re-ex-
amination after original certification. 

"However, I think most of the reaction in your street-type 
interviews was made in haste. After all, we haven't seen a 
re-examination paper or we haven't had the opportunity to 
learn just what type of a re-examination it will be. 

" I t could boil down to a couple of oral questions and an-
swers. That doesn't sound too bad to me. As for my feelings, 
I'm not condemning the thing until I see more of it and I 
think everyone should feel likewise." 

DONALD T U R P I N , Fair fax , Va . 
You sound like one of the young Turks, Don. And bully for 

you. You could be right. Re-examination may not be a two-
headed monster like some of the boys have envisioned it. 

* * * 

(That puts Sound Off back in motion again and ready for 
your reaction to its revival. Drop us a line and let us know 
your views. It can be on any golf subject. Let's hear from 
you). 

Lawrence S. Dickinson Scholarship winner Allen Fogarty 
(right) accepts the plaque from Robert Grant, President of 
the G.C.S.A. of N. E. at a recent meeting. Fogarty is a senior 
at Stockbridge and is from Rockland, Maine. 

Information contained in this publication may be used 
freely, in whole or in part, without special permission as 
long as the true context is maintained. W e would appre-
ciate a credit line. 

LARRY B U N N D E A N R O B E R T S O N R I C H A R D C. BLAKE 
145 Dedham Street 24 Riverview Drive 21 I Sewall Street 
Canton, Mass. Newbury. Mass. 01950 Boylston, Mass. 01505 
Phone 828-0467 Phone 462-4540 Phone 869-2737 
Club Affiliation Club Affiliation Club Affiliation 
Blue Hill Country Club Chestnut Hill Country Club Mt. Pleasant Country Club 
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Agrico Chemical Company 
R. D. Siblev, Jr . . Representative 
375 Power Rd. 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island 02860 

Alfco Rokeby Co., Inc. 
Fertilizers and Chemical Specialties 
P. 0 . Box 267, Marietta, Ohio 

Allen's Seed Store, Inc. 
South County Trail Rt. No. 2 
Slocum, Rhode Island 
Charles Allen, Jr . , Rep. 

Bacher Corp., Lawn and Snow Equipment 
876 Boston Rd. (Rt . 3A) 
Billerica, Mass. 01866 

Baker Tractor Corp., Ford Tractors 
Harley Davidson Golf Cars 
Swansea, Massachusetts 

The Charles C. Hart Seed Co. 
Richard McGahan, Rep. 
Wethersl'ield, Conn. 

Corenco Corporation 
525 Woburn Street 
Tewksbury, Mass . 01876 
William Ferris 

"'The Clapper Co. 
1121 Washington St. 
West Newton, Mass . 

Geoffrey S. Cornish & William G. Robinson 
Golf Course Architects 
Fiddlers Green, Amherst, Mass. 01002 

George E. Cull 
Terra-Green Soil Conditioner 
112 Green St., Abington, Mass . 

C. S . Curran 
T. R. C. Products, Oils and Greases 
7 Linden St., Framingham, Mass . 

Farm Bureau Association 
158 Lexington St., Waltham, Mass . 02154 
Fred Heyliger, Representative 
Thomas F . Grummell, Representative 

Fisk, Alden Ford Tractor Sales 
Rear 900 Providence Highway 
Dedham, Mass. 02026 

Manuel Francis and Son, Inc. 
Turf Nurseries 
624 Webster St., Marshfield, Mass. 

Ron Gagne — Scotts Golf Course Div. 
Kendall Park, Phone 617/285-7466 
Norton, Mass. 02766 

Gold Star Sod Farms, Inc. 
(Canterbury, New Hampshire) 
(Sales Office) 1265 Mass. Ave. 
Lexington, Mass. 02173 Tel. 861-1111 

Grounds- Equipment -Co. ' -
383 Boylston St., Newton s. 

Holliston Sand Company 
Lowland Street, Holliston, 746 
Sand for Golf Bunkers and Traps 

Irrigation and Equipment Supply Co. 
P. 0 . Box 9, 66 Erna Avenue 
Milford, Conn. 06460 
Telephone (203) 874-1096 

* T o m Irwin, Inc. 
11B A Street 
Burlington, Mass. 

Karandrew Turf Farms, Inc. 
Sam Mitchell, Sales Representative 
15 Longmeadow Drive, Canton, Mass. 

Magovern Company, Inc. 
Lawn Acre Road 
Windsor Lock, Conn. 

D. L. Maher Co. 
Water Supply Contractors 
P. O. Box 274, Woburn, Mass . 

New England Sealcoating Co., Inc. 
Astroturf, Tennis Courts, Pavement 
Sealcoating — Hingham Industrial Center 
Hingham, Mass. Tel. 749-3236 

Old Fox Chemical Inc. 
Fertilizers — Seeds — Turf Chemicals 
66 Valley Street 
East Providence, Rhode Island 02914 

Sil Paulini, Inc. 
6 Manor Avenue 
Natick, Mass. 01760 

Richey-_&_ Clapper, Inc. 
28 Rutledge Road 
Natick, Mass. 01760 

Trencher & Equipment Leasing, Inc. 
Ditch Witch Trenchers 
38 Fairview St., Agawam, Ma. 01001 
Phone 413-781-4600 

*Sawtel le Brothers 
Jet . Routes 128 and 62 
Danvers, Mass. 

Shepard Sod Company 
Merion Blue Grass and Pencross Bent 
200 Sullivan Ave., So. Windsor, Conn. 

Tuco Products Co. 
Division of the Upjohn Company 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 

The Kenneth Barrie Company 
Irrigation 
375 Centre St., J amaica Plain, Mass . 

Larchmont Irrigation Co. 
Larchmont Ln., Lexington, Mass . 

Mallinckrodt Chemical Works 
Second and Mallinckrodt Streets 
St. Louis, Mo. 63160 

* Contributors to the Lawrence 

White Turf Engineering 
5 Sumner Drive, Winchendon, Ma. 01475 
617-297-0941 

Philip A. Wogan 
Golf Course Architect 
21 Budleigh Ave., Beverly, Mass . 

Wyandotte Chemical Co. 
709 Sa lada Bldg., Boston, Mass. 

S. Dickinson Scholarship Fund 

Eastern Industrial Handling Co., Inc. 
Norwood, Massachusetts 
Westcoaster Turf and Golf Carts 

Fairway Equipment, Inc. 
Sales — Service — Rentals 
35 Walnut St., Reading, Mass . 

^f'^l (bourse J^uperintenJents -Association 
O r N K W E K S L A N D . I M C . 

DEAN ROBERTSON 
Newsletter Committee Chairman 
24 Riverview Drive 
Newbury, Massachusetts 01950 
Phone 462-4540 
Club Affiliation 
Chestnut Hill Country Club 

LEON V. ST. PIERRE 
Business Manager 

GERRY FINN 
Contributing Editor 
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