I

!
' Q0C0Np '

TURFGRASS

ASSOCIATION

CHIPS & PUTTS

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE

POCONO TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION

1936

VOL. 1, NO. 2

JUNE/JULY 1995 —1

Inspection-Proofing Your Operation

Mike Cook, a former Inspector with
the New York Department of
Environmental Conservation, gives
you the straight story on surviving
a DEC Pesticide Inspection...

You‘’ve just dropped by the shop
for a quick cup of coffee and an
unfamiliar face makes an appearance
at the door. As you’'re preparing an
"I'm too busy to talk" excuse for
what you believe to be a new sales
rep, the fellow flips out a photo ID
and identifies himself as a
pesticide enforcement inspector with
the DEC (Department of Environmental
Conservation)- or DEP (Department of
Environmental Protection), if you're
in New Jersey or Connecticut.

The jig’'s up. Your operation is
about to undergo a surprise
inspection for compliance with
federal and/or state pesticide
regulations.

If you think this is one of those
"It’1ll never happen to me"
scenarios, think again. All it
takes to prompt a DEC inspection is
a call from a disgruntled employee
or a neighboring homeowner who
believes chemicals are being
misapplied or mishandled.

On rare occasions, you’ll receive
a warning call. But more often than
not, an inspector will just show up
at your door. The reason is
obvious: The DEC wants to see how
you really operate.

To help you inspection-proof your
operation, Mike Cook of Alpine, the
Care of Trees draws from his past
experience as a pesticide inspector

for the New York DEC to offer
insight into what to expect--and how
to conduct yourself--when an
inspector calls.

First Things First

When a DEC inspector walks through
your door--and it’s usually during
the thick of the season, when you’re
at your busiest--your worst mistake
would be to treat this person as an
unwelcome guest. Work hard at being
cordial and cooperative. And know
that you’ll be expected to drop
everything--even if your greens are
wilting--for the duration of the
inspection.

Inspections are generally a
minimum of one hour, but will vary
depending on the size of your
operation, the readiness of your
records, and the overall appearance
of your facility.

The inspector will first want
general information pertaining to
your business, including:

*Type of operation: public or
private?

*Certification and/or business
registration numbers

*Types and quantities of equipment

*Types and quantities of pesticides
used

*Type of storage area

*Disposal procedures

Digging a Little Deeper

The inspector will then begin to
loock a little more closely at your
operation, starting with your
pesticide application records. This
is the portion of the inspection
that, without question,
generates the most violations and
Continued on page 6
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President s Message. . - - -

As professionals, we are required to keep
records of our many daily practices. There
is no question that documenting these records
consumes valuable time. A busy person can
become overwhelmed with just the records
required by law. But no matter how busy we
get, it is a detail for which we must find
time.

Certain types of record keeping can save
valuable time in future endeavors. Records
of fertilizer applications which detail
rates, spreader settings, and ground speeds
can save time and money when metering for
your next application. Keeping track of
monthly expenses can help save time when
preparing the next year’s budget.
Documenting rainfall can help show you how
much water your turf requires and lets you
plan accordingly. Names, times and dates of
phone calls can help you track down that
missing parts order, or help to expedite a
project.

Certainly, the list can go on and on, and
the detail of the records may vary to an
individual’s needs. Whether you keep records
in a log book, filing cabinet, or computer
matters little. But try to keep records
other than those required. You will find it
not only saves you time, but money.

Jeff Peters
President

FROM THE EDITOR 'S
P} PESH St e Sl SR S

I am only into my second newsletter, and
already I realize four issues per year is not
nearly enough to present the wealth of
information in a timely manner to the members
of the Association. Of course, the key words
are "in a timely manner". The thought of
additional issues means additional work, but
it also means a better informed membership,
and hence, a better Association for all.

This is something to think about as we make
plans for the newsletter in 1996.

This issue’'s feature article on Inspection
Proofing Your Operation is reprinted with
permission from the January/February 1995 Tee
to Green, a publication of the Metropolitan
Golf Course Superintendents Association.

Scott Schukraft
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Pro-Lawn™

DORMANT FEEDING TIME

Late fal, after your last mowing & before the ground freezes, is the time to apply your
dormant feed.

Feed the plant for better winter survival & early spring green-up without excessive
growth.

Order from the following PRO-LAWN PRODUCTS:

For Greens & Tees™™***

The industry standard———SUSTANE 8-24 / Iron
or
SUSTANE / Iron & Potash-6-2-10
or
14-2-14 /] 97% Ammonium Sulfate, Micros & iron

26-6-20 All Mineral
19-19-18 All Mineral

OR THE BEST YET!lI

13-13-13 ALL MINERAL
All Turf Food-NO Fiilers

Products/Ton

446# Urea
500# MAP
520# Sulfate of Potash
40# Micronutrients
90# Iron
404# Pelletizied Lime

$54.00/Acre~$360.00/Ton--$9.00/50#

Best ‘”‘ for your BUCK (Before you get your Buck)

Jim MacLaren--1-800-700-0018
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SNOW MOLD ELT
PRODUCTS

*Chipco 26019 F & WP

*Clearys 3336 F & WSB

*Daconil 2787 F & Ultrex

*Turfcide 400 F (PCNB)
Now in 30 galion drums.

) » Majic Melt contains
Banner EC 1 gallon & i i e
15 gallon Turf Packs i e
Buy one Turf Pack & market.
get 4 gallons FREE!!

 Majic Melt begins melting
immediately upon contact

* $G¢I::I:l ?Lfi:}: * * by generating heat.

» Majic Melt effectively

*Daconil 2787 G melts ice to -10° E.

*Turfcide 10G (PCNB) e Available in 10#, 20#, 50#

poly bags and 100# boxes.
33 9 e s s sl e e e i e e R S o R R R

Jim MacLaren

Majic Melt is low in
corrosiveness to metals

1 -800-700-001 8 and safer on black top ang concrete.




1395 MEETING SITES

July 18, 1995
Hideout, Lake Ariel, PA
Host Superintendent: Jack Bird

August 21, 1995
Water Gap C.C.,Delaware Water Gap,PA
Host Superintendent: Charlie LaBar

September 19, 1995
Split Rock, Lake Harmony, PA
Host Superintendent: Bob Sterrett

October 17, 1995
Fernwood Resort, Bushkill, PA
Host Superintendent: Bob Meaney

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

October 17 - Met GCSA Professional
Turfgrass Field Day, Westchester
.. r RYE, NY

BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDAR
ON THESE IMPORTANT DATES!!!

From 1
one professional
to another...

THARK YOU!

A Special Thank You is extended to
our hosts for the past four
meetings of the PTGA. The weather
has been cooperative, and the golf
has been competitive and fun. The
speaker programs have been
outstanding, from Soil Micro-
Biology to the Tri State Research
Foundation, and most recently an
Introduction to Fertigation.

Also, congratulations go out to all
the golf winners.

Jim MacLaren
Sales Representative
14 James Place
White Haven, PA 18661
717-443-7154
Car 717-650-4982
Fax 717-443-7015

PRO-LAWN PRODUCTS, INC.
P.O. Box 4908
Syracuse, NY 13221

717-288-8004
B800-554-4863
FAX 717-288-9023

VERTIDRAIN DEALERS
& CONTRACTORS

E & M GoLr SuppLy Co.

ADMSION OF H.V. INC,
202 WOODWARD HILL RD., EDWARDSVILLE, PA 18704

SPECIALIST IN DEEP TINE AERATION

WILLIAM SMITH

GOLY CARS, IeC.

LEASING ® SALES [ ]
Ei = —_

PAUL H. SZYMANSKI
— SALES
GOLF CARS, INC.

215-340-0880 OFFICE
215-340-1634 FAX

4180 SKYRON DRIVE
BUCKINGHAM. PA 189120247




WELCOME !

The Pocono Turfgrass Association
would like to welcome the following
new members:

Shaun Barry, Class C, Agrevo USA
Co.

Michael Dalberto, Class B, Valley
[ Sy(a4

Stuart Hartman, Class A, Golf
Course Supt., Golden Oaks C.C.

Gene Huelster, Class B, Pocono
Farms C.C.

Steve Klem, Class C, Penn State
Seed Co.

Michael Kline, Class A, Golf Course
Supt., Elmhurst C.C.

Michael Kovalchick, Class B, Lords
Valley C.C.

Mark McCormick, Class B, Asst. Golf
Course Supt., Huntsville G.C.

Pat McDonagh, Class B, Golf Course
Supt., Timber Trails G.C.

Bill Rahling, Class C, Aer-Core,
nec.

Joel Simmons, Class C, Earth Works

We would also like to welcome back
the following returning members:

Todd Ahner, Class A, Golf Course
Supt., Olde Homestead G.C.

Edward Cimoch, Class A, Scranton
Municipal G.C.

Edward Kern, Class R

EGYPT FARMS, INC g0
EGYPT FARMS PRODUCTS

*Egypt Farms Sterilized Top Dressing

*Precision Computerized On Site Soil Blending

*Top Dressing 0 *Bunker Sands

oGreens, Tee, & Tee Divot soil mixes - Stone & Gravel
o BQUA-Ay; o AQUA R4y wetting Acent & Bio Stimouknt
*Parex with IBDU Fertilizer { Lime & Gypsum
oShaw's Golf & Sports Turt Fertilizer

*Milorganite Natural Organic Fertilizer

sNature Safe Natural Organic Fertilizer

*Ormul Hardwood Bark Mulch ¢ eRail Road Ties
*Contech Terra Bond, Evergreen & Terra Flow

*R&R Replacement Parts ( eLapping Compound
*Green Divot Repair Mix ( eNetlon - Soil Stabilizer

sFuterra: Erosion Control Blankets

gﬁ Nothing Runs Like A Deere

_______ TOMSTAGER
DENNIS WAGNER
FINCH TURF EQUIPMENT, INC.

404 Eim Ave. (216) 681-0390
North Wales, PA 19454 800 -78 DEERE

l P.O. Box 418

i Exeter, Rhode Island 02822
3 os phone: 215-886-6011
M M fax: 215-886-1203
L.' pager: 216-5407157
TEE & ;
GREEN s OD Chip Presendofer

—INCORPORATED —




PROFILE, ... .. .

TURFNET ASSOCIATES, INC.

TurfNet Associates, Inc. is a provider
of information services specific to the
maintenance segment of the golf course
industry. Founded early in 1994, TurfNet
was created to assist the golf course
superintendent in keeping abreast of new
products and technologies, while also
acting as a forum to share the "tricks of
the trade" everyone has up their sleeves.
TurfNet currently has over 225 clubs
involved, ranging geographically from
northern Virginia to New England to Ohio.

TurfNet Monthly is the newsletter of the
organization, and focuses on presenting
concise, bulleted topics without hype,
sales pitch, or sugar-coating. Features
include capsules of information from area
university and industry specialists during
the growing season, and synopses of
industry seminars. Information presented
is timely and focused on what is happening
at the time, rather than three months
prior. The annual Used Equipment Special
Edition serves as a clearing house for
used equipment, with some dramatic success
stories of increased value received
through selling direct, rather than
trading in.

TurfNet Research Reports are available
to TurfNet members on 20 categories of
turf equipment, and provide an overview of
every available product within each
category. Specific performance advantages
and disadvantages are highlighted, along
with numeric indexes of satisfaction and
reliability (generated from questionnaires
submitted by TurfNet members).
Comprehensive User Reference Lists and
Transaction Histories of recent selling
prices are provided in an effort to help
fine-tune purchasing decisions.

All information is currently presented
in print, although plans are in place to
integrate an on-line component to the
service shortly. Computer experience is
not needed to participate.

TurfNet Associates is proud to be a
Friend of the Golf Course Superintendents
Association of New England. Further
information can be obtained by calling
TurfNet Associates at 1-800-314-7929.

INTL GOLF DEVELOPMENT DIVISION
- I"’l Iofts Seed, Inc.

347 Elizabeth Ave.

Somerset, New Jersey 08873

(908) 356-8700, Main Office

(800) 526-3890, In/Out N
(201) 267-8358, Phone/Fax

John Farrell
Golf Turf Specialist

m PHILADELPIA TURF COMPANY
4049 LANDISVILLE ROAD, BOX 865
DOYLESTOWN, PA 18901-0865

TURF EQUIPMENT
IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT & DESIGN SERVICES
FLOWTRONEX/PSI PUMP STATIONS

OTTERBINE AERATORS
OFFICE # 215-345-7200
FAX # 215-345-8132 SALES

TIME SAVER # 215-348-4314 SERVICE

TIMBER—N —EARTH CO.

R.R. 3, Box 241-8, Dallas, PA 18612 (717) 333-4808

*TREE REMIOVAL *LAND CLEARING

*STUMP REMOVAL *WHOLE TREE CHIPPING
*60" BUCKET TRUCK *SELECTIVE CUTTING
*EXCAVATING *EQUIPMENT RENTALS
*LOGGING *EMERGENCY STORM SERVICE
*MULCH *TREE PLANTING
*FIREWOOD *RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

RunIBirD.

GOLF IRRIGATION

Satisfying All of Your Irrigation Needs
Design o Sales o Service

39 Waverly Avenue ¢ P.O. Box 55 e Springfield, NJ 07081
2475 Yellow Springs Road ® P.O. Box 433 » Devault, PA 19432

(201) 379-9314 (800) 772-8486
Robb A. Werley
Golf Sales
DAN DAVIS
Territory Manager
STULL EQUIPMENT COMPANY
Tur! & Industrial Division 215/495-7441
201 Windsor Road 800/724-1024

Pottstown, PA 19464 FAX 215/495-7510




Inspection-Proofing
Continued from Page 1

fines (and they can run from $2,000 to
$5,000 for each first offense). If you
can maintain your daily use pesticide
records in a fashion required by your
state regulator, you can eliminate more
than 50% of potential violations.

Most state agencies require that your
records include the following specifics:

*Date of pesticide application

*Target organism

*Pesticide used

*Dosage rate

*Total quantity used

*Place and method of application

*Use of pesticide

Next in the lineup is your pesticide
application equipment. Here, the
inspector will want to ensure every piece
of equipment is:

*Clean of pesticide residuals that can
pose a contamination problem

*Equipped with an antisiphon device

*In good running order
The added bonus of keeping your spray
equipment in top-notch condition is that
it presents a favorable image to the
inspector and the public.

Storage Do’s and Don’ts

With all that said and done, the
inspector will ask to see your pesticide
storage area. Though some states--such as
New York--do not have specific regulations
pertaining to pesticide storage, most do
have published recommendations that will
guide you in setting up a responsible
storage facility.

You could also look to the pesticide
container label for guidance. It
generally lists storage requirements--and,
of course, instructions for proper use and
container disposal.

To pass an inspector’s scrutiny of your
storage area, you should take the
following precautions:

*Lock and eliminate unauthorized access
to your storage area.

*Post warning signs in and around the
facility.

*Be sure the storage area is both well
ventilated and heated to prevent the

pesticides from freezing--and potentially
altering their potency--during the winter
months.

*Store all pesticides in well-labeled,
secure containers. All containers should
be examined monthly for signs of
deterioration.

*Post the telephone numbers of various
emergency service agencies: police, fire,
and local poison control center.

*Keep sufficient spill control materials-
such as kitty litter-on hand and a fire
extinguisher on the inside of the storage
facility.

*Follow proper protocol for container
disposal, such as triple rinsing all
containers before discarding them.

*Store herbicides and insecticides away
from fertilizers to avoid cross-
contamination.

*Store materials off the floor.
pallets, for example, can be used.

*Be sure personal protective equipment--
gloves, respirators, goggles, gloves,
coveralls, aprons--are cleaned after each
use and stored away from pesticides.

Wooden

Once the Inspection’s Complete

When the inspection’s finished, the
inspector will ask that you sign a written
inspection form. Read the form carefully,
paying close attention to any violations
listed and any recommendations for
correcting them.

Frequently, you’re expected to send in a
written response at a later date,
specifying the steps you’ve taken to
correct violations cited during the
inspection. Reply as soon as possible,
but most definitely within the time
requested by the inspector.

In the End

It’s important to remember that there is
no single article, publication, or seminar
that will cover everything you must do to
comply with federal and/or state
regulations. But by constantly reading
pesticide label directions, staying tuned
to ever-changing pesticide regulations,
and attending educational seminars, you
can substantially reduce your risk of
violation--or worse, a series of costly
fines.




RAFFLE WINNERS

Fertilizers JOE STAHL

Top Dressing Mobile 914-646-4118 "
Biostimulants In CT. 203-321-0678 The winners of the raffle drawing
Pesticides Home 914-248-5456 benefiting Scholarship and Research

Golf Course A i
urse Accessories were announced at the June 8

METRO MILORGANITE INC. meeting in Towanda. They were:

Depend On Us For Four Season Solutions 1 Elkview Country Club g
365 Adams St. Bedford Hills, NY 10507 Golf Cars, Inc.
914-506-3171 FaxQ14-006-010% 2. The Center Valley Club --

Tony Stranzl

3. Huntsville Golf Club --
Butch Webb
4, Fox Hill Country Club --

The GXT-1500 Can Carry Its Own Weight : Scott Everett

. Valley Country Club --

But It’s Light on Your Budget. Tom Guzzi

= 6. Paupack Country Club --

Calf Today for Competitive Pricing Jeff Peters

7. Pocono Farms Country Club --
Rob Stewart

8. Edgewood In The Pines --
Jim MacLaren

9. Woodloch Springs C.C. --
Anthony Manzione

10. Country Club of Scranton --
C. Gibbs

povertivorker: — INURIDA

W 20hp. 4 cycle gas engine m“‘P"E”’

B Carries 2 people plus a GORPORA“O WALLSTONE
1500 Ib. payload Route 29, Collegeville, Pennsylvania 19426
\ 29, Collegeville, Penns) 2 < T EDGING
B Options available 610 _489_1400 CO R PORATED
BOULDERS
FLAGGING
LANDSCAPE-MASONRY MULCH
WHOLESALE SUPPLY .
st CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 220
: BUILDING STONE

BELGIAN BLOCK

Lawn and Golf Supply Co,, Inc. EEL BEDNE
S TS IN EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES
pECWF.IQSR M:INTEP‘JANCE OF TURF RO. [.30.'( 477 SNOW AND ICE
Ottsville, PA 18942 MELTING PRODUCTS
(610) 847-5150
PHONE: (610) 933.5801 Fax (610) 847-5189

(800) 362-5650 647 NUTT RD. P.O. Box 447
FAX: (610) 933-8890 PHOENIXVILLE. PA 19460




POCONO ROUNDUP
NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE POCONO
TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION

Congratulations to John Downer,
Superintendent at Elkview Country
Club, and to his wife, Sue, on the
birth of their daughter, Amanda
Marie, on April 8.

Also, congratulations to Scott
and Heidi Schukraft on the birth of
their daughter, Alaina Claire, on
May 3. Scott is the Superintendent
at Huntsville Golf Club.

We extend our sincerest sympathies
to the family of Joe Demyan, who
passed away Thursday, May 25. He
was a former member of the Pocono
Turfgrass Association and past
superintendent at Bethlehem
Municipal Golf Course.

Welcome to Pat McDonagh who has
recently accepted the position of
Golf Course Superintendent at
Timber Trails C. C. Pat comes to
NE PA from Long Island, NY.

2430 MILWAUKEE ROAD
CLARKS SUMMIT, PA 18411

POCONO TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Assistant Superintendent, Wyoming
Valley Country Club, Wilkes-Barre,
PA - private, 18 holes, poa/bent
G/T/F, $365K Budget, automatic
irrigation greens and tees.
SALARY: $18-22K plus benefits.
Two-year Turf degree preferred.
Position available immediately.
Deadline 6/30/95. Send resume to
Mr. Greg Closs, Supt. Wyoming
Valley Country Club, 1695 South
Main Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA
18703-2641.

Huntsville Golf Club, one of the
area’s newest additions, will be
hosting this year’s Met GCSA Team
Championship on Thursday, October
5. The low eight scores from the
September meeting at Split Rock
will automatically qualify. In the
case of substitutions, players will
be selected from the membership at
large on the basis of first come -
first served. In past years this
has been a very competitive, but
fun event - one you will not want
to miss.

POSTAGE
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