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October Meeting
Great Bear Golf & Country Club
Host: Keith Snyder, GCS
It’s hard to believe that it’s our last meeting of the year, but if you haven’t been able to make it
to any yet, I certainly hope you take advantage of this one. Great Bear is a Jack Nicklaus signature
course located in East Stroudsburg. If you ever wondered what it takes to get the “Signature” designation, it means that Jack Nicklaus himself had to approve all the grading and layout of each hole
prior to seeding. This par 71 championship course plays at just over 7,000 yards from the tips, and offers your typically beautiful Pocono mountain scenery with three lakes, streams, wetlands, and rolling
terrain. Additionally, there are no parallel holes on Great Bear, which provide a relatively unique
golfing experience.
Grassed with bentgrass from tee to green, the 3.5 acres of tees, 3.5 acres of greens, and 32 acres
of fairways meander through this 450 acre property that also contains 128 home sites. Two of the
most memorable holes, the par 3 #7 and par 5 #18 will challenge all aspects of your game.
Great Bear was originally opened in 1997 and has seen its share of highs and lows through the
years. After many successful years, Great Bear fell upon hard times in the economic downturn and
was even closed for a season. But in 2012, Shawnee Inn and Resort purchased the Club and has revived it to its previous luster.
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Editor’s Notes…..
The last meeting of the year already….didn’t we just dig
out from last year’s winter?
Thankfully, most of the area has received some much
needed rain recently, and we can all take a deep breath as
the season quickly winds to an end. Before you know it we’ll be
spraying for snow mold and pulling on the covers.

Managing Editor
Melinda Wisnosky
570-388-2167
mmel500@aol.com
PAST PRESIDENT
Ray Waddell
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Thanks to all who have provided pictures and articles...keep them coming.
See you at Great Bear!!

Brian Bachman
PTGA Office
309 Terrace Avenue
Harding, PA 18643
Phone/Fax: 570-388-2167
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the
author and/or person quoted, and may not represent the
position of PTGA. Information contained in this publication
may be used freely, in whole or in part, without special
permission, as long as the true context is maintained. We
would appreciate a credit line.
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The successful resort, located just a few minutes from Great Bear, purchased the property to
expand their existing resort offerings. After some hard work and polishing (including a new maintenance facility), Great Bear has been reincarnated as one of the most pristine courses in the Poconos.
In an industry prone to turnover and shorter than average job stints, one man has been the
steadying force through these changes. Superintendent Keith Snyder has been the only super that
Great Bear has ever known. A native to the area, Keith had previously been superintendent at
Dupont C.C.’s championship course for 21 years before returning home to build Great Bear in 1995.
Keith is a graduate of Penn State’s 2 year program in 1975 and has been married for 39 years.
Blessed with 2 daughters, he is now also the proud grandfather of 2 grandchildren, as well.
I certainly hope you’ll be able to attend our last meeting of the year, enjoy the peak leaf color, and support your Association and profession. I look forward to seeing you there.
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PSU Welcomes Dr. Ben McGraw
to the Turfgrass Science Team
Dr. Benjamin McGraw will be joining the Penn State Turfgrass Science program as the new turfgrass entomologist, a position with a joint appointment between the Plant Science and Entomology departments. Ben’s responsibilities will be to conduct research on the ecology and management of turfgrass
insect pests and to teach in Penn State’s 2- and 4-year programs. Ben is looking forward to working
with Pennsylvania and regional turf industry stakeholders, and teaching and mentoring both undergraduate and graduate students.
Prior to joining the Turf Science program at Penn State, Ben spent five years as an associate professor in
the Golf &Plant Sciences department at the State University of New York (SUNY) – Delhi. At Delhi, Ben
was responsible for directing the Golf & Sports Turf Management program and teaching classes supporting the 2- and 4-yr programs. Outside of these duties, Ben maintained an active research program
and ran a consulting company developing ecologically-based solutions for turfgrass insect pest problems.
Ben grew up in coastal Maine, and developed a passion for turfgrass management like many did: by
playing golf and mowing lawns. Ben was exposed to entomology while attending the University of
Maine, where he obtained a Bachelors of Science degree. After college, Ben worked as a research
entomologist for Mycogen Seeds, Dow AgroSciences, and AgraQuest. He decided to enter a graduate program to combine his passion for entomology and turf management. Ben obtained a MS in Entomology from the University of Massachusetts –Amherst working in Dr. Pat Vittum’s lab, and a Ph.D. in
Entomology from Rutgers University, under the guidance of Dr. Albrecht Koppenhöfer. During his graduate and post-graduate years, he worked on a variety of projects including cultural and biological
control of turf pests, insect and pathogen ecology, and insecticide resistance management. A main
focus of his research has been the annual bluegrass weevil (ABW), a severe pest of golf course turf in
the eastern United States and Canada. His work on ABW ecology and biology has led to a greater understanding of the insect’s behavior and population development, and has improved cultural and
chemical management.
At Penn State, Dr. McGraw’s research will focus on understanding insect ecology and behavior to develop sustainable turf pest management practices. He will continue to work closely with turf managers
to better understand pest issues, provide practical solutions, and generate much needed information
on emerging pest issues. Additionally, he is looking forward to working with a diverse team of turfgrass
scientists and entomologists, and developing partnerships within and outside of the University to improve our understanding of managing pests in an ecologically sound manner.
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Head of the (snow mold) Class
Posted by Paul Koch, September 12, 2014 Via Turfdiseases.org

Which fungicide class provides the most effective snow mold control?
The switch from August to September doesn’t only signal the onset of football season, for many superintendents it also signals the onset of snow mold season. There are a host of factors that go into
choosing an effective snow mold program at your facility: budget, course expectations, disease
pressure, etc. Further complicating matters is that there are a number of products and product
mixtures that provide effective snow mold suppression. Over half of the 108 treatments tested in our
snow mold trial last winter provided exceptional control under extreme pink snow mold pressure at
Wausau CC in central Wisconsin.
If you look at most of those effective treatments, they have two things in common. First, they all
have multiple active ingredients, which is required under the heavy snow mold pressure that central
and northern Wisconsin experiences. Second, most include an active ingredient from the demethylation inhibitor (DMI) class. In fact, if you could only use one fungicide class for snow mold control,
I would argue that the data supports the DMI fungicides as the most effective one. Highly effective
snow mold products and mixtures including Instrata, Interface + Triton FLO, Torque + 26/36, Lexicon
+ Trinity, and Turfcide + Concert all include DMI fungicides. Further, removing just the DMI fungicide
from a 3-way mixture causes a disproportionate decrease in disease control. The Torque + 26/36
shown in the figure above provided exceptional control as a 3-way, and when Torque (a DMI fungicide) was applied alone disease severity increased from 1.8% to 34%. However, when 26/36 (a 2way mixture) was applied in the same trial without the DMI, disease severity jumped all the way
to 72%! The same phenomenon was observed with Interface + Triton FLO; as a 3-way mixture there
was 4% disease, with Triton FLO alone there was 31% disease, and with Interface alone there was
63% disease. Under the lower snow mold pressures commonly observed over much of the country,
a DMI applied alone may provide all the protection you need.
Now I am not saying that DMI’s alone will provide adequate protection under moderate to heavy
snow mold pressures when applied alone, they won’t. However, our research suggests that they
Continued on Page 6
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may be the most important part of that 2, 3, or even 4-way mixture. So if you are looking to reduce costs this fall with your snow mold program, I wouldn’t recommend doing so by eliminating
the DMI.
For more information about Wisconsin’s snow mold research, including full reports and pictures of
each treatment, please visit www.tdl.wisc.edu/results and come to your own conclusions about
what products may be best for your situation.
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Support our Sponsors - They support us!

Photo of the Month

PTGA SCHEDULE

We all see interesting things every
day….wildlife (like bald eagles and bears),
strange turf problems (like a lightning strike),
an employee who stayed out too late the
night before, etc. So if you have a great
photo, send it to me
(bbachman@genesisturfgrassinc.com) and
share it for everyone to enjoy (or laugh at).

Oct 6th

PTGA Golf Meeting
Great Bear CC

Nov 18-20 PSU Turf Conference
Dec 9-11 New Jersey Green Expo
Atlantic City

October Photo of the Month
It doesn’t happen often in our area, but do
you recognize this little critter?
Thanks to Ryan Berger at Riverview CC for
this picture.
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