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It is an honor and a privilege to 
be given the opp ortunity  to 
present to you the Su p er­
intendent of the Year Award. 
This is our association 's m ost 
prestigious and coveted award 
because it is voted on by the 
recipient's peers. Nom inees m ust 
be Class A or Life M em bers who 
have shown exem plary skills in 
managing and m aintaining a golf 
facility - and have devoted time 
and effort to help benefit local 
and national su p erintendents 
associations.

This year's recipient started in 
the business in 1970 - w orking on 
a grounds crew at the Golf Club 
of A spetuck, know n today as 
Connecticut Golf Club. In 1977 
he became the Assistant Super­
intendent at Tashua Knolls Golf 
Course in  Trum bull. The 
following year he earned a 
Certificate in Turf M anagem ent 
from the U n iv ersity  of 
Massachusetts, Am herst. He was 
appointed G o lf C o u rse

Superintendent at Pequabuck 
Golf Club in 1982.

This year's recip ient has 
served on the CAGCS Board for 
numerous years - and from what 
my sources tell m e - there has 
not been a com m ittee that he has 
not served on or a chair he has 
not held.

This Superintendent of the 
Year has m any other interests 
including fishing and lobstering 
on his 22 ft. boat. I'm  sure many 
of you that know him  personally 
and have heard the stories of the 
many "big ones that got away!"

As an athlete, he participates 
in football, basketball, and 
softball leagues. W hat you may 
not know is that he has been a 
com petitive, award - w inning 
bowler for over 30 years. Some 
of his favorite travel destinations 
include: the C aribbean, N ash­
ville, Newport, Vermont and, of 
course, Ireland. He loves Irish 
music and anything to do with 
"a touch of the green."

I r
Brian Skelly

(Sp eak in g  from  p erson al 
experience, I know  he likes to 
knock dow n a pint or two of 
Guinness.)

O ur recipient has been married 
to his lovely wife, Mary, for 28 
years.

They have two so ns...E ric , a 
2nd year student at Suffolk Law 
School, and Sean a freshman at 
New England College.

It is with great pleasure that I 
present to you the Connecticut 
A ssociation's 2001 G olf Course 
Superintendent of the Year from 
Old Lyme Country Club, our 
very own past President, MR. 
BRIAN SKELLY.
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President’s Message

Jud W. Smith 
CAGCS President

It's All in the Draft

It is with some apprehension that I write 
my first "President's Message".

I know we crawl before we walk, so 
here goes...

There is a neat little book by Robert 
Fulghum entitled, All I Really Need to 
Know I Learned in Kindergarten. This 
book highlights some basic insights about 
surviving in this thing called life.
Cleaning up after oneself, warm cookies 
and milk, afternoon naps, and helping 
others~are but a few. An insight that has 
come to me only through the passing of 
time and the sometimes harsh lessons life 
can provide is...the success of any group 
of people, whether it is the New England 
Patriots, IBM, Chrysler, YOUR GREENS 
STAFF, and even our own beloved 
association (CAGCS), depends greatly on 
the draft. More concisely, the success of 
an organization is directly related to the 
caliber of people that make up the group.
Of course, add in training, motivation, 
incentives and free golf (when 
appropriate and time permitting, of 
course) and there is no stopping the team. 
Ultimately, however, it boils down to good stock out 
of the gate.
As I reflect on the Board of CAGCS I am instantly 

comforted. It is of quality stock. I haven't added up 
the years of experience in our industry and also 
"board" years, but it is noteworthy. Our association 
is in very good hands and I’m extremely fortunate to 
be surrounded by such quality people. For those of 
you who have been vacillating about getting 
involved with the board, THERE IS NO NEED TO 
WAIT ANY LONGER!! Get on a committee or host a 
tournament. I'm a firm believer that we get out of 
something what we put into it. Our association is 
no different!!

Speaking of the "Effort In/Success Out 
Theory", I am quickly reminded of 
Pauline Streeter. For fifteen years as 
executive secretary she took our 
association personally and gave all she 
had. Through illness and other life 
challenges, she constantly and 
consistently "powered" our group. 
Many of you do know what Pauline has 
done for the board and our association.

Some don’t know. I cannot begin to 
accurately tell you. If you have an hour, 
ask any board member (past or present) 
or any number of the contacts in Kansas 
at GCSAA and they will tell you. Rest 
assured she will be sorely missed and 
that is an understatement.

Now back to the Draft...
Some six years ago, because CAGCS was 
growing and the day-to-day duties of 
our executive secretary were increasing, 
Pauline needed help. Logically and 
logistically, she called her long-time 
friend and neighbor (at the time) Mary 
Jo Kennedy-wife of former board 
member, Les Kennedy, Jr., CGCS.

At first Mary Jo would just keep 
Pauline company. After a short time, she 
helped with mailers and then eventually 
she answered the telephone. At that 
point, it was over, Mary Jo was "drafted" 
and she was off.

At first it was special teams, then 
assistant to the executive secretary and 
now six years later as Pauline departs, 
she is the one executive secretary. Mary 
Jo takes the "reins" at the

office and CAGCS never loses a step! I 
love it when a plan comes together. 
Actually, I believe that there are no 
coincidences and that everything 
happens the way it is suppose to-as long 
as I stay out of way!!

Okay....now Mary Jo will need help; it is 
too much for one person. Now what?? 
Enter Ann Piscitelli, a lady with some 
twenty years experience in the legal 
profession, a colleague of Pauline's in 
another life, and a friend of Mary Jo’s. 
Suffice it to say....nothing but sweet 
music!!

Finally, The Clippings...do you like it? 
Here’s another story and draft-pick 
situation. Thirty-year member of CAGCS 
and editor (in his fifth year) Bob 
Chalifour, CGCS has combined his 
energy and dedication with the talents of 
Marysia Brejwo of Marysia Designs and 
here we are!! I’m told the best is yet to 
come.
In closing a few things of note: hopefully 

your dues are in... file CT DEP Water 
Diversion Permit by July 2002... March 19 
meeting with a speaker from Inland 
Water Resources for DEP with the topic 
on "New Water Reporting Requirement 
of Public Act 01-202"... and GET 
INVOLVED WITH YOUR 
ASSOCIATION!!

Lastly, I want to thank the greens staff at 
Orange Hills. It if were not for them, I 
would not be writing this. It truly is all in 
the draft. Peace,

Jud

ICE MELT PRODUCT
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GOLF COURSE

O w en  R egan

A T  S ales  A ssoc ia tes , Ltd.
1787 Old Louisquisset Pike 
Lincoln, Rl 02865 
Tel 401-465-8066
Pager 800-592-0675 
Fax 401-729-8163

PARTAG
GOLF COURSE

TOP-DRESSING

AMERICA'S PREMIUM
HEAT TREATED 

TOP-DRESSINGS

(((
GEOTEXTILES & TURF BLANKETS

U.S. GOLF HOLE

TARGETS
AND MUCH MORE!

8 0 0 - 2 4 7 - 2 3 2 6

D ISTRIBU TED IN  C T  BY: 
JAMES CARRIERE & SONS

9 1 4 - 9 3 7 - 2 1 3 6
VALLEY FARMS SUPPLY
8 6 0 - 6 5 1 - 8 5 5 5

)))

We offer Design/Build services or 
just design, what ever serves our 
clients best.

Golf course design.
Golf course assessment 
and enhancement programs. 
Grading & drainage.
Ponds & w ater features. 
Planting design.
Deck and patio design.

M EMBER SINCE 1997  
CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION OF 
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS

200 Depot st. • Chicopee, MA • 01013 
Phone 413.592.1000 Fx413.592.9590 

E-Mail: Poblanddes^aol.com



Trip to St. Andrews
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A Visit with Walter Woods 

By Melvin Lucas Jr., CGCS

A trip to St. Andrews, staying at the 
most popular Bed & Breakfast in the 
"Auld Grey Toon”, Dunvegan Hotel, 
located a 9 iron from the first tee at the 
Old Course is the way to go. The 
weather was extremely nice for the first 
part of November. The hospitality can't 
be beat, and the pints of beer were not 
bad either.

The number one person to meet is 
Walter Woods, the 2002 GCSAA Old 
Tom Morris award winner. Walter met 
us a Kings Barns GC, a course that he 
helped resurrect four years ago along 
with architect Kyle Phillips. The 
course, then a 9-hole layout went 
defunct in 1815. The course today is 
spectacular, with numerous holes along 
the North Sea and it’s ambience of 
playing a true links golf course.

Walter is a true host and a great 
friend, we enjoyed a wonderful golfing 
experience as was the case of the old 
style greenkeeping community. The 
next evening we were invited to 
Walter’s home where his lovely wife 
Caroline served meat pie, an authentic

Scottish meal and very good by the 
way. After dinner, sitting by the gas 
fireplace in a modern home, we talked 
of greenkeeping in Scotland and the 
trials and tribulations that Walter 
experienced at the Old Course. The 
warmth of friendship flashed high by 
a "wee dram" or two, going well into 
the evening.

CGSAA is to be commended. Walter 
is truly the most deserved recipient of 
the Old Tom Morris award. He is a 
person who walked in "Old Tom's" 
footsteps, redesigning Jubilee and 
Eden, building Strathtyrum and 9 hole 
Balgove. During his overseeing of the 
Old Course, he unearthed the wells 
dug by Tome Morris for irrigating the 
greens. A unique archeological find, in 
as much as the leading keeper of the 
green "Auld Tom" recognizing the 
need for water, dug wells to levels 
below the sea. This water was then 
hauled up by buckets to water the 
gently rolling hillocks of each green.

Walter has been an ambassador for 
greenkeeping throughout the world. 
He has been bestowed with awards 
for both his greenkeeping and golfing 
ability. To cap off a wonderful trip, 
Walter brought us into the St.

(L-R) Bill Morton CGCS at Misquamicut, Dean Bozek 
Asst. GCS at Misquamicut, Mel Lucas Jr.

CGCS, Walter Woods, Bob Chalifour CGCS

Andrews clubhouse. Overlooking the 
18th green of the old course, we felt like 
we had moved back in time. Trophies, 
plaques, golf, memorabilia from years 
past lined the walls. Few of us can 
bask in the quality of golf club life like 
this in the U.S. Those who have been to 
The Garden City GC, Old Elm, Bob 
O’Link and Augusta can relish in the 
fact that we do have ties to golf as it is 
today in the famed "Ould Toon of St. 
Andrews".

Total Solutions.
turf products 
corporation

The exclusive New England distributor

For over thirty years, TPC has delivered superior quality 
equipment to the region. We are experts at providing the proper 

tools necessary to protect and preserve outdoor environments.

Sales. Service. Parts. HYANIAHA
Golf Cars

Turf Equipm ent a n d  Irrigation Y am aha G olf Cars

1- 800 - 243-4355
157 M oody Road • Enfield, CT

1- 800 - 521-3703
205 Pine Street • Contoocook, NH

Serving MA, CT, NH, ME, R I and Serving New England, N Y  and northern NJ
Putnam and Westchester Counties in N Y

Irrigation Systems

¡ P

Golf Cars



Page 4 Connecticut Clippings March/April, 2002

Winter Seminar Largest Ever

The largest ever, 160 plus members 
and guests of CGACS turned out for a 
day of education and the awarding of 
the Superintendent of the Year award. 
Congratulations Brian Skelly, see 
related article.

A Program consistently having 
interesting and informative speakers 
is sure to keep people coming back 
each year, and this one did. Dr. Bill 
Torello stressed the importance of 
promoting microbial activity for 
overall plant vigor and health. Dr. 
James Murphy updated everyone on 
on-going research work at Rutgers 
University on root-zone mixes. This 
work is supported by the Tri-State 
foundation, USGA and others. Some 
of those results suggest that 
conditions may warrant modified 
mixes. His own work will continue 
with the help of research grants.

David Oatis, USGA Agronomist 
went over the good and bad of 
greens con stru ction  and 
maintenance, a subject most can 
easily relate to. For an in depth look 
at this su b ject check 
u s g a . o r g / g r e e n s s e c t i o n .  
M axim izing turf quality and 
m inim izing nutrient pollution 
research was reviewed by Dr. Karl 
Guillard.

Judy Preston, Coastal/M arine 
Conservation Director, Connecticut 
Nature Conservancy, gave an 
interesting presentation with scenic 
inland and coastal pictures of our 
State. Judy was able to show how 
her group, and golf course super­
intendents have very sim ilar 
interests. She demonstrated how 
watersheds intertwine with pop­
ulation and how native vegetation 
and buffers are so necessary to 
protect the environment.

Pauline Streeter & Peter Pierson P re s e n ta tio n  o f G if t  to  P a u lin e  fro m  C A G C S

Backed by over 5 7  years o f  experience, L B G  has a proven 
track record on golf course projects which include 

irrigation and potable water-supply development, water 
diversion and environmental permitting, construction 

and site engineering.

• W ater-Supply Development
• Irrigation Supply and Distribution
• Pond Design
• W ater-Quality Studies and 

Monitoring
• Impact Analysis
• Second Opinion and Expert 

Testimony
• GIS W ater Resource Management
• Engineering Design
• Permitting
• Construction Oversight

Leggette, Brashears & Graham, Inc.
Professional Ground-Water and Environmental 

Engineering Services 
Visit us on the web: www.lbgweb.com

http://www.lbgweb.com
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Grass C
Welcome New Members Congratulations

Jesse J. Anderson, III,
Class Commercial 
BISCO

Arik Carlson, Class A 
The Patterson Club

Andy Drohen, Class Commercial 
Pursell Technologies

Mary Jo Kennedy on her promotion 
to Executive Seceratary of CAGCS.

Mike Marino, CGCS on attaining 
Certified Golf Course Super­
intendent status.

Nat Mitowski at URI has been 
receiving disease samples all winter. 
The URI site is uriturf.org.

The directors elected were Sean A. 
Hoolehan, CGCS Wildhorse Golf Club, 
Pendleton, Ore. David S. Downing II, 
CGCS Barefoot Resort and Golf Club, 
North Myrtle Beach, S.C. And Timothy 
T. O ’Neill, CGCS Country Club of 
Darien, Darien, CT is serving the 
remainder of his two-year term.

Sign of the Times

Peter Gorman, Class C 
Black Hill Club

Kevin Jaracy, Class C 
Pequabuck Golf Club

Joseph M. Kocet, Class A 
Newtown Country Club

Joseph Trosky, Class Commercial 
Winfield Nursery, Inc.

Alfred Wilson, Class A 
Great River Golf Club

Thomas A. Woodsome, Class C 
Tumble Brook Country Club

Correction

We inadvertently omitted John D. 
Mulhearn from the list of recipients 
who received life member status this 
year.

John Ruzbatsky, CGCS, CC of 
Farmington, on his appointment to 
the Board of Directors of CAGCS. 
John will be Chairman of the 
Education Committee.

Gail Schumann is accepting disease 
samples at her diagnostic lab. For 
information see umassturf.org.

John Streeter, CGCS formerly at 
Woodbridge is now at North Cove 
CC, L.I. New York.

Michael Wallace, CGCS,
Fairview  Farm GC,
Harwinton, CT on his 
election as president of 
GCSAA. Other officers 
elected were Jon D.
M addern, CGCS Elk 
Ridge GC, Atlanta, MI., 
vice-president; Mark J. 
W oodw ard, CGCS 
D obson Ranch &
Riverview GC, Mesa,
AZ., secretary/treasurer.

Sign seen late this fall on a topdressing 
machine. 'United we Sand.”

Web Sites

Geoff Mangums Putting Zone . Lots of 
information and links - 
puttingzone.com

All around golf site - golf.com.

More about the masters - masters.org.

Want to find a golf course? Check 
sports.yahoo.com/ pga/ golfcourses/.

U SG A R ecom m ended Sands R oot-Z one M ixes
T opdressing -  D ivot M ix B unker Sand & Pea Stone

o t t i - i t o n  < S a n d  d o . ,  { J n c .
Tifft Road ~ Slatersville, RI 02876

Plant
Bob Chalifour, CGCS (Ret) 401/766-5010
860/908-7414 Fax 401/762-4976

860-747-9911 MEMBER
860-793-9067 CT IRRIGATION ASSOCIATION
FAX 860-793-2524 THE IRRIGATION ASSOCIATION

A nderson T urf Irrigation Inc.
CT. Lie. 208656

P.O. BOX 7036
JESSE J. ANDERSON JR. 5 CRONK ROAD
CERTIFIED IRRIGATION CONTRACTOR PLAINVILLE, CONNECTICUT 06062
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"Connecticut Clippings, 
September 1982

"Fred Bachand of Wethersfield CC 
Receives Course Superintendent's 
Award"

Fred Bachand, superintendent of 
the W ethersfield  C ountry Club 
since the Fall of 1989, had been 
nam ed recip ient of the third  
G C SA A -PG A  TO U R C itation  of 
Perform ance.

The aw ard, w hich annually is 
p resen ted  to  h o n o r the 
superintendent w ho has m ade a 
sign ifican t contribution  to his 
profession in association w ith a 
PGA TOUR tournam ent, was made 
jo in tly  tod ay  by P resid en t 
Com m issioner Deane R. Beman.

Bachand received his associate's 
degree in turf m anagem ent in 1965 
at the University of M assachusetts. 
He started in his profession at the 
New London Country Club, New 
London, CT, as part of the college 
program.

He came to Hartford, CT, in 
1965 to w ork as an assistant 
to W illiam  D est and was 
appointed superintendent in 
Septem ber of 1969.

A resident of M arlborough, 
CT, Bachand and his w ife, 
Susan, have two children. 
He is a past secretary of the 
CAGCS.

Criteria for the Citation of 
Perform ance Award include 
knowledge and perform ance 
w ith in  the p ro fessio n ; 
coop eration  w ith  PGA 
T O U R  o ffic ia ls  in 
p rep aratio n  for TO U R  
com petition and length of 
service.
'T he PGA TOUR recognizes 

the im portance of every 
superintendent, not only at 
PG A  TO U R tournam ent 
sites, but at each course 
a cro ss  the co u n try ,” 
Com m issioner Bem an said.

r ~ \
( 4  UATROLS 1

It ’s Tim e To 
Take A  
CLOSER 
LOOK  A t 
Your W ater 
M anagem ent Program

This superior soil surfactant allows you to 
select the application rate and frequency to 
match your soil type and spray program 
preferences.

- - DON’T FORGET - -
Begin your Primer Sele program in April 
to prevent localized dry spots.

5 N. Olney Avenue • Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 
Phone (800) 257-7797 • Fax (856) 751-3859

* Banner M A XX'  Barricade
r r r c

Daconil WHeritage;»Medallion Prim o M A X X
Fungicida C J  - u » « ' c , D CCJ Fungicide Want Growth Regulator

Subdue MAXX

Syngenta never stops working 
to keep your course green.

Creating the best turf demands the best products. We're constantly 

refining formulations and developing new ones. To ensure you always 

have what you need to keep turf healthy and beautiful.

Contact Bob Goglia at 1-860-716-0315 to learn more about Syngenta products.

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using these products. ©2002 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419. 
Banner*. Barricade*, Daconil*, Heritage*. MAXX*. Medallion*. Primo*, Subdue*, and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.

www.syngentaprofessionalproducts.com

http://www.syngentaprofessionalproducts.com
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MEMBER PROFILE 
MICHAEL DONAHUE

By John Garcia, GCS Crumpin-Fox Club

A few months ago I asked Bob 
Chalifour if their was some way that I 
could help out with the newsletter 
publication and he told me that he 
hoped to continue collecting a series of 
biographies on our commercial 
members. I agreed to help out, and I 
decided to start by talking with Mike 
Donahue. Mike has been with Lesco for 
17 years servicing Western Massa­
chusetts and sharing Connecticut 
territory with Mike Dukette. Those who 
know him know that he is an outgoing, 
concerned, and helpful individual with 
great understanding of his product line, 
and more importantly, our business.

Mike grew up in Buck’s County, 
Pennsylvania, just outside of 
Philadelphia. He got his start in the 
green industry at a young age, 
spending his summer vacations from 
high school and college working at a 
local nursery, and later for a landscape 
contractor. In 1980, he graduated from 
West Virginia with a Bachelors degree 
in Plant Science. Upon graduation he 
worked for Brickman Industries selling

to grounds maintenance contractors 
for four years before accepting his 
current position with Lesco.

Talking with Mike on a more 
personal level I learned that he has 
been married for 17 years. He, his 
wife Gail, son Neil, and their two dogs 
live in Suffield. Neil is a sophomore 
in high school, and Gail is a second 
grade teacher in Somers. Mike's 
hobbies include skiing and golf. He 
has been playing golf on and off for 
twenty years, and enjoys playing at 
Oak Ridge and St. Anne’s, both in 
Agawam, MA. He has also spent 
many years breeding and raising 
Golden Retrievers. CAGCS Members 
Dennis Houle, Les Kennedy and Ward 
Weichet are among the many who 
have enjoyed the companionship of 
Donahue-raised Goldens over the 
years. It was nice to learn a little bit 
more about Mike on a personal level, 
as he is a great asset to Lesco and to 
our association.

GOLFDOM MAGAZINE WINS 
NATIONAL FOLIO: 

EDITORIAL AWARD

Cleveland - Golfdom magazine, a 
leading publication for super­

intendents, owners and other leaders in 
the golf business, has been named a 
Gold Award winner in the 2001 Folio: 
Editorial Excellence competition.

The annual Editorial Excellence 
awards, presents by Folio: magazine, 
are among most prestigious national 
awards in magazine publishing. The 
awards are unique in that entrants are 
judged by the standards set by their 
editors and how well they meet their 
mission statements. The contest in 
judged by a who’s who of the 
industry’s leading editors, publishers 
and consultants.

’’This is a fabulous honor for our 
whole editorial team,” said Pat Jones, 
Golfdom’s editorial director and 
publisher. "We’ve tried very hard to 
achieve a high level of editorial quality, 
so it’s encouraging to get this kind of 
recognition from our peers in 
publishing.”

Golfdom, which debuted in 1999, is an 
innovative monthly publication that 
goes to 30,000 golf course 
superintendent, managers and owners 
around the nation. The editorial team 
includes Jones, editor Larry Aylward, 
managing editor Frank Andorka, 
designers Lisa Lehman and Kim 
Traum.

GOLF COURSES RELY ON
BUILT TO  LAST ConVault s patented system protects your fuel within a steel primaiy tank wrapped in a 30  mil poly liner, 

reinforced within a  six-inch concrete vault. Over 3 3 ,000  ConVault remain in service today without a single system failure. 

Connecticut Golf Courses with Convauh Fuel StorageALLING MEMORIAL GOLF BLACK HALL GOLF CANDLEWOOD LAKE CLUB CLINTON COUNTRY CLUB C .C . OF AVON C .C . OF NEW CANAAN C .C . OF WATERBURY C .C . OF FARMINGTON CRESTWOOD PARK EAST MOUNTAIN GOLF DARIEN C .C .FARMINGBURY GOLF FARMS COUNTRY CLUB FENW ICK GOLF GRASSY HILL C .C .GREAT RIVER GOLF HARBOR VIEW HOP BROOK GOLF HOPMEADOW C .C .HUNTER GOLF INDIAN SPRINGS INNIS ARDEN MADISON C .C .NEW HAVEN COUNTRY CLUB OAK LANE C .C .

OLD LYME C .C .PINE ORCHARD C .C .PINE VALLEY GOLF PORTLAND WEST PORTLAND GOLF COURSE PUTNAM C .C .QUARRY RIDGE ROCKLEDGE GOLF ROCK RIMMON C .C . SHENNECOSSETT GOLF SHUTTLE MEADOW SILVERMINE GOLF SILVER SPRINGSC.C. SOUTHINGTON C .C . TASHUA KNOLLS TIMBERLAND GOLF T.P.C. AT RIVER HIGHLANDS THE PATTERSON CLUB TUMBLEBROOKC.C. WAMPANOAG C .C . WASHINGTON CLUB WATERTOWN GOLF WETHERSFIELD C .C . WESTWOOD GOLF WOODBRIDGE C .C . WOODWAY C .C .
A bove Ground Fuel Storage Tanks UL 2085 Listed

M b
W

HLCH3533PR0DÜCTSÏ
173 Church Street,Ydesville, CT 06492 (203) 269-3119 • Fax (203) 265-4941

Web Site: www.unitedconcrete.com

http://www.unitedconcrete.com
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"BON VOYAGE" Party for PAULINE & JOHN STREETER
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Frost Delays

Connecticut Clippings Page

From USGA.COM
How can a footprint be a killer?

When it s a footprint made on a 
putting surface that’s covered with 
frost. It's hard to believe that simply 
walking across a golf green covered 
with frost can cause so much damage, 
but the proof will be there in a few 
days as the turfgrass dies and leaves a 
trail of brown footprints. That's why 
most courses will delay starting times 
until the frost has melted. And it’s 
also why golfers who appreciate a 
quality putting surface will be patient 
during frost delays.

Why does frost cause problems?

Greens are fragile. The putting 
surface, or green, is an extremely 
fragile environment that must be 
managed carefully and professionally. 
Remember that every green is a 
collection of millions of individual 
grass plants, each of which is a 
delicate living thing. Obviously, 
Mother Nature never meant for these 
plants to be maintained a 3/16 or

even 1/8 of an inch for prolonged 
periods. This stress makes greens 
constantly vulnerable to attacks 
from insects, disease, heat, drought, 
cold and frost.
Frost is essentially frozen dew. It 

can form when the temperature (or 
wind chill) is near or below the 
freezing point. The ice crystals that 
form on the outside of the plant can 
also harden or even freeze the cell 
structure of the plant. When frosted, 
the normally resilient plant cells 
becom e brittle and are easily 
crushed. When the cell membranes 
are damaged, the plant loses its 
ability to function normally. It’s not 
much different than cracking an egg. 
Once the shell is broken, you can't 
put it back together.

The proof is in the prints. Although 
you w on’t see any immediate 
damage if you walk on frosted turf, 
the proof will emerge within 48 to 
72 hours as the leaves die and turn 
brown. And, since just one foursome 
can leave several hundred footprints 
on each green, the damage can be 
very extensive.

Super Notes

George Thompson, CGCS, has been 
named as the recipient of the 2002 
USGA Green Section Award. The 
award was presented at the Green 
Section Education Conference, held 
Feb. 9 in Orlando, Fla. During 
GCSAA's International Golf Course 
Conference and Show. Thompson, a 
former winner of the GCSAA 
Distinguished Service Award, has 
been superintendent of the Country 
Club of North Carolina since 1984. 
Prior to that he was at Columbia 
Country Club in Chevy Chase, Md., 
for 18 years. He is known as an 
innovator, having been one of the 
first superintendents to use fine leaf 
perennial ryegrass for a number of 
projects and has trained more than 
60 individuals who have gone on to 
other positions in the turfgrass 
industry. George is a 1964 graduate 
of the Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture.

Who Says You Need a M illion Dollar Budget To Upgrade Your Irrigation System?
Hunter Golf specializes in helping superintendents upgrade their courses with top-of-the-line retrofit 

equipment. And we're ready to work within your time frame -  whether it's five months or five years. 

Switch out a few inefficient heads and replace them with reliable Hunter rotors. Add Hunter field 

controllers with a two-mile maintenance radio when your budget allows. Or implement Hunter central 

control in affordable stages. Your Hunter Golf distributor can evaluate your current system and work out 

a realistic renovation plan. Give us a call today!

Authorized Hunter Golf Distributor

Btscom
IRRIGA TION - WA TER S YSTEMS

CONNECTICUT
East H artfo rd , 80 Thom as St., 888 -522-9182  
Golf Hdqtrs: M ilford , 110 Raton Dr., 877 -878-0658



Page 12 Connecticut Clippings March!April, 2002

A-OK Turf Equipment 
Articulator Dealer 
Coventry, R I02816 
Michael D. Comicelli 
(401 826-2584

A llen’s Seed, Inc.
693 South Country Trail 
Exeter, RI 02822 
A1 La Prise
(401) 884-2097 - (800) 527-3898

A T Sales Associates 
Premium Sod for Golf Courses 
Lincoln, RI 02865 
Owen J Regan 
(401) 465-8066 - cell

Aventis Environment Science
311 Carriage Drive 
Kensington, CT 06037 
David J. Sylvester 
(860) 828-8905

C. R. I. S., LLC
Golf Course Irrigation 
923 Woodtick Road 
Wolcott, CT 06716 
Chris Carney (203) 879-2362

The Cardinals, Inc.
Complete Distributor of Golf Course 
Accessories & Maintenance Supplies 
John Callahan
(860) 673-3699

Championship Turf Services 
Precisioin Laser Leveling 
Custom Aerification-Overseeding 
Sisis Turf Equipment 
Michael Flowers (800) 562-5860

The Chas C. Hart Seed Co.
P.O. Box 9169,304 Main Street 
Wethersfield, CT 06129-0169 
R. Sibley -  R. Holcomb -  P. Bednarczyk 
(860) 529-2537 & (800) 326-HART

DGM  Systems LLC 
Distributor of Reelcraft Products
Direct Underground Maintenance Syringing System In v e n to r  D a v id  M ih a ilid e s  (401) 647-0550 S a le s  M g r. M a n n y  M ih a ilid e s  (401) 886-0888
Dahn Tibbett G olf Services 
Laser Leveling of Tees, Drainage, 
Bunker, Tee & Green Construction 
20 Clark Lane, Marshfield, MA 02050 
(781) 837-3503 FAX (781) 834-2392

D & S - Floratine
All Your Needs for 
Plant and Soil Health 
Dave Basconi - Buddy Day 
(203) 250 - TURF

Earth Works, Inc.
Custom Deep Aerification Service 
West Wareham, MA 02576 
Carl Wallace 
(800) 815-1113

Egypt Farms, Inc.
Sterilzed Topdressing, Greensmix 
Bagged Topdressing & Divot Mix 
Dean Snyder
(800) 899-7645 FAX (410) 335-0164

Glenmore Landscape Service 
Glenn S. Moore 
98 Hack Green Road 
Pound Ridge, NY 10576 
(914) 764-4348

Greenacres Company
Dave Pijnenburg
Irrigation Contractor
75 Codfish Hill Rd. Bethel, CT 06801
(203) 748-0558

Jam es Carriere & Sons. Inc.
7 Cottage St., Port Chester, NY 10573 
Trap Sand - Partac Topdressing - 
Drainage Stone 
Bill Carriere (914) 937-2136

Leggette, Brashears & Graham, Inc.
Professional Ground-Water and 
Environmental Engineering Services 
Headquarted in Trumbull, CT 
Rob Good (203) 452-3100

LESCO, Inc.
Strongsville, Ohio 44136-1799 
(800) 321-5325 FAX (800) 673-3030 
Mike Donahue (860) 668-0821 
Mike Dukette (860) 684-6242

Partac G olf Course Top-Dressing
Great Meadows, NJ 07838 
(800) 247-2326 (908) 637-4191 
Bill Carriere (914) 937-2136 
Joe Bidwell (860) 651-8555

R. F. Morse & Sons, Inc.
ParEx Fertilizer - Power Equipment 
West Wareham, MA 02576 
Carl Wallace - Brett Armstrong
(508) 295-1553

Sawtelle Brothers, Inc.
Wallingford, CT - Lawrence, MA 
Serving New England Since 1932 
George Gorton - Mark Grenert(800) 999-8873 (w w w .s a w te lle b ro s .c o m )

Shawnmark Industries, Inc.
Specialty Products & Service
Warwick, RI 02888
Matt Howland (24 hours a day)
(401) 295-1673 (www.shawnmark.com)

SIM PLO T PARTNERS
Joe Stahl (203) 209-6951 
Jim Wierzbicki (860) 424-7250 
Danbury Warehouse (800) 889-8215 
Division of Simplot Turf & Ornamental

Sound Beach Services, Inc. 
d/b/a White Contractors
Golf Course Contruction & Renovation 
P.O. Box 484, Old Greenwich, CT 06870 
James E. Morris, Jr. (203) 869-8808

Steven W illand, Inc.
4 Production Drive 
Brookfield, CT 06804 
Mark Osborn - Stephen Glynn
(203) 775-5757

Tee & Green Sod
P.O.Box 418 
Exeter, RI 02822 
Dave Wallace 
(401) 789-8177

Terre Co.
206 Delawanne Ave. Clifton NJ 
(973) 473-3393 FAX (973) 473-4402 
Byron Johnson 
Home (203) 748-5069

Tom Irwin, Inc.
Turf Management Products 
Earthworks Organics 
Erick Koskinen 
(508) 789-0059 (800) 582-5959

Tuckahoe Turf Farms, Inc.
Golf Course Turfgrass Sod 
www.tuckahoeturf.com 
Skip Deubel 
(800) 243-7582

Westchester Turf Supply, Inc.
Serving the Fine Turf Profession
Bob Lippman-Bob Lippman, Jr. - Dave Lippman
Office (845) 621-5067 
Fax (845) 621-7180

W inding Brook Turf Farm
240 Griswold Rd.
Wethersfield, CT 06109
William Seccareccia
(860) 529-6869 (800) 843-0232

http://www.sawtellebros.com
http://www.shawnmark.com
http://www.tuckahoeturf.com

