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EDITORIALS

EDUCATION VS. APATHY
Is our association, the GCSANJ, loaded with apathy or is there an undetected silent
movement to improve our professional status? Are we satisfied with having our
monthly golf meetings or will we demand and respond to an in depth education pro-
gram. Higher education goals will raise our standards that translate into higher salaries,
long term benefits and professional security.

The people entrusted with our direction are the officers and directors of the
GCSANJ. They need our input to effect, plan and implement those programs that
contribute to our development as professionals.

Contact the district directors and officers to offer your suggestions, opinions, and
thoughts on how we can foster the improvement of the GCSANJ. Let us hear from
everyone. We have the potential to bean active, vibrant association. Let’s get moving!

DROUGHT QUESTION
This current drought situation raises one major question in my mind. Why are some
golf courses under mandatory restrictions as a nonessential user?

We are essential to the people who are employed at golf courses; we are essential
to the economic investment in the establishment and maintenance of golf facilities; and
most importantly we are essential to the turfgrass that needs water to survive.

As an integral part of the golf industry we must contribute our expertise to help
develop a comprehensive drought policy that can be presented to the NJ DEP.

It must be a detailed plan that demonstrates to the DEP our willingness to reduce
usage during the various stages of a drought emergency. But the DEP must under-
stand we can’t be cut back drastically during the early phases of a drought emergency.

This year has been frustrating for superintendents under drought restrictions.
There probably has been enough rainfall to keep the grass alive but not enough allow-
able irrigation time to save the grass during a severe stress.

We are willing to share the burden, but it must be equitable.

RESEARCH
Research is the topic of the year in our industry. There are mid-year shows to raise
money for research; there are golf tournaments for turf-grass research; there may
even be a telethon for turf-grass research.

Are we, the golf course superintendents, going to benefit from all this research?
Are golf course superintendents involved in the decisions where this research money
is directed?

Hopefully there is some gain from our contribution. As an industry will we see the
gains from all the research? Are the gains significant? Are the research projects coor-
dinated to avoid duplication? Do golf associations check with each other before
committing to a research project? Are the universities, the recipients of all this re-
search, equipped to handle long term research projects?

| hope this “year of the research” can be productive and the results filter down to
the grass roots.

| would like to add my wish list to the growing number of research projects.

1. A permanent drought resistant bent grass fairway turfgrass that is also disease
and insect resistant. This bent grass would be mowed at 3/8” and not produce
clippings; especially early in the morning. It would retain a bright green hue
throughout the day, even under the glare of television. And golfers would play off
it without complaint.

2. | think it is time to revolutionize pesticide application equipment. Let's do
away with the tank and boom and develop equipment that is safe, easy to calibrate
and “fool-proof”. There must be a better way: Robotics.

3. A unit that will clean and replace sand in traps. (It could be a best seller).

WATER WATCH

RAINFALL LEVELS* RESERVOIR LEVELS*

Editors Note: We are
introducing a different
format consisting of
fourteen pages for this
issue. The calendar (pg.
12) is perforated for
handy use.

ACCUMULATED ANNUAL RAINFALL
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COMBINED TOTALS OF NORTH
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