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Study shows golf maintenance 
not a danger to groundwater

For a small state, New Jersey has a wide variety of 
soil types. Our state includes areas of heavy 
clay, medium soils and extreme sands. Couple 
this with the most urban state in the nation 
and add in the hot environmental politics 
of this state and spell G-R-O-U-N-D-W- 
A-T-E-R. It’s a one-word red flag for 
anyone working with fertilizers and 
pesticides. For the first time ever, 
superintendents have documented 
scientific evidence showing the effect 
of their operations on man’s most 
precious resource. In this issue of “The 
Greenerside,” we are leading off with a
summary of what is being called “The 
Cape Cod Study." This is the study that 
was presented to Congress by the GCSAA 
and was published in the February issue of 
“Golf Course Management.” If you’d like a 
copy of the full study, contact the Office 
of Government Relations at 1-800-472- 
7878 or write to GCSAA, 1617 St.
Andrews, Lawrence, KS 66047.

Ask any regulator, legisla
tor, or activist what the hottest 
environmental topic is and 
you’ll get a one-word answer — 
groundwater. Ground water is 
water found beneath the
ground’s surface where soil pore 
spaces and cracks are filled with 
water. Its importance cannot be denied 
— one half of the total United States popula
tion and 95% of the U.S. rural population relies 
on groundwater as its main source of drinking 
water.

The results of a major new study, conducted on 
the sandy, “worst-case” soils of Cape Cod, Mass., 
indicate that properly used turf chemicals pose no

hazard to surrounding groundwater under Environ
mental Protection Agency health standards. For the 

first time, superintendents have documented sci
entific evidence showing the effect of their 

operations on man’s most precious re
source.

(Please turn to page 6)
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Editorials

Good news gossip
This issue of the “Greenerside" is 

filled with good news. The lead story dis
cusses the science of groundwater and 
golf course management. Now for the first 
time, we’ve got a special study, done right, 
on a “worst-case-scenario" basis showing 
that properly used turf chemicals pose 
no hazard to surrounding groundwater 
under Environmental Protection Agency 
health standards.

Another piece of good news is an
editorial which appeared in “The Record,” a leading northern New Jer
sey newspaper published out of Hackensack. The editorial covers Ed 
Walsh’s trials and tribulations in preparation for the Seniors’ Open to 
be held at Ridgewood CC. It’s not very often that a golf course superin
tendent will catch the attention of a journalist especially with all the 
potential big names associated with this event. This editorial is re
printed in its entirety in this issue.

Local township pesticide ordinances are being challenged effec
tively in many states. The Wisconsin Supreme Court has affirmed a 
May 1988 ruling which voided a town of Casey ordinance which had 
prohibited the registered use of pesticide on private property. Closer to 
home in New York, the State Court of Appeals refused the Department 
of Environmental Conservation’s request for an appeal on the lawsuit 
they lost over complicated pesticide notification regulations they had 
promulgated. After years of frustration dealing with local pesticide 
politics, the tide is turning.
It’s turning because enough 
people are becoming edu
cated, and that’s very good 
news.

ILONA GRAY

1     9 8 9
ECKHOFF AWARD

Overall Excellence

You can't grow GRASS without ROOTS

KEN KUBIK
(201) 361-5943

BERT JONES
(201) 686-8709
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President's Message

Steve Finamore, 
CGCS
President GCSANJ

THE BIG THREE

Three important events 
are fast approaching. These 

are the best and most exciting Golf Course Superin
tendents Association of New Jersey events of the year, 
and you really can’t afford to miss out on any of them. 
They are spaced so that we have one in August, one in 
September and one to top the season in October.

Our third annual dinner cruise will be held on 
Friday, August 24 when we’ll cruise out of Point 
Pleasant. This gives our spouses and friends an oppor
tunity to share in the camaraderie of our profession. 
This is the only official function in which we include 
our spouses and friends. Those who have attended in 
the past know that it’s a really great evening out. So 
don’t miss out on the fun. Bring your spouse, your 
friends, your significant other for a most enjoyable 
evening!

The prestigious Montammy Golf Club in Alpine, 
New Jersey is the host of this year’s GCSANJ’s Golf 
Invitational. Reserve September 13 for your starting 
time. This is our premier golfing event of the season. 
Included are golf, lunch and dinner with your golf 
professional, club president and your Green’s chair
man. Mike Leary, golf course superintendent at Mon
tammy and our host, assures us an extra special day. 
With that kind of offer and guarantee, how can you not 
be there?

The 26th Annual Turfgrass, Equipment, Irriga
tion and Supplies Field Day will be held at Rutgers

RES. 201-992-2335 BUS. 201-227-7183

GOLF COURSE & LANDSCAPE MATERIALS 
Decorative Stone • White Sand • Topsoil 

Humus-Tee & Green Mix • Bark Mulch 
Earthlife

460 HORSENECK RD.
FAIRFIELD, NJ 07006Established 1953 

Stadium and Golf Course in Piscataway on October 9. 
This is the big one! This is GCSANJ’s number one and 
only fund raising event. It is also your best opportu
nity to see the latest technology for our industry and 
view demonstrations. It’s important to be there to 
learn and to support our association. John Carpinelli 
is this year’s Field Day chairman. Joe Spang, golf 
course superintendent at Rutgers University Golf 
Course, will surely provide the right setting for this 
event. SEE YOU ALL THERE.

Calendar
July 28-29 Curtis Cup - Somerset Hills CC, 

Bernardsville, NJ. Contact: USGA 
(201) 234-2300

August 6-11 Women’s Amateur - Canoe Brook 
CC, Summit, NJ. Contact: USGA 
(201) 234-2300

August 9 Rutgers Turfgrass Research Field
Day - Cook College, New Brunswick, 
NJ. Contact: Henry Indyk (201) 932- 
9453

August 13-18 Girls Junior - Manasquan River Golf 
Club, Brielle, NJ. Contact: USGA 
(201) 234-2300

August 20 GCSANJ August Meeting - Echo 
Lake C.C., Westfield, NJ. Host: Chris 
Carson (201) 232-3621

August 24 Annual Boat Trip - on “The River 
Queen,” Point Pleasant, NJ. Con
tact Judy Policastro: (201) 379- 
1100.

Sept. 13 GCSANJ Invitational - Montammy 
GC, Alpine, NJ. Host: Mike Leary. 
Contact: (201) 768-8832

Sept. 18 Metropolitan Golf Course Super
intendents Association’s Profes
sional Turfgrass Field Day -
Westchester Country Club, Rye, New 
York. Contact Bob Lippman (914) 
248-7476 or Byron Johnson (201) 
473-3393

October 9 26th Annual Turfgrass Equip
ment, Irrigation and Supplies 
Field Day. Rutgers Stadium and 
Golf Course, Piscataway, NJ. Con
tact: Judy Policastro (201) 379-1100
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GCSANJ NEWS

BROOME GROOMS THE MILL

Way back in 1984, Little Mill GC hosted a joint 
superintendent meeting of the NJ and Philadelphia 
associations. It would appear that everybody who played 
in 1984 must have liked the golf course because they 
seemed to all have returned. In addition to the old and 
new members in attendance, we had 20 guests. This 
has launched the 1990 season off to a wonderful start 
setting golf and dinner attendance records for an 
opening meeting. There were 82 players and 105 en
joyed the dinner.

Just too many people! A New Jersey lament. Little 
Mill GC is another one of those hidden gems that we 
find throughout our state, but since there is a five-year 
waiting list to join, it’s safe to bet that it’s been “discov
ered.” Our group also discovered that Rick Broome 
and his staff have taken a wonderfully designed course 
and enhanced its character with a maintenance pro
gram that allows the golfer to play summer rules in 
April. All of the people who are involved with the 
course should be proud because their efforts made for 
a great day despite the rain. Our thanks go out to Little 
Mill GC for allowing us to share their “gem” again.

Results at Little Mill were “gems” too. The net 
winners were John Boyer with a blistering 70 followed 
by Bob Prickett, 71; Joe Connor, 72; Tom Grimac, 73; 
Clyde Ashton, 75; Joe Meross, 75; and Greg 
Armbruster, 75. The low gross was won by Harry 
Harsin and Forrest Arthur, both with 77’s. Closest to 
the pin at the #2 hole was Dave Panchison and at #8 
was Greg Armbruster. The longest drive was won by 
the “Might” Dave Mayer. Skins won at #2 hole was 
Alan Beck; #4, Harry Harsin; #5, Harry Harsin and 
#14, John Carpinelli.

SHAUN BARRY

FIDDLER’S PERFORMANCE DRAWS RAVES

We have all heard that one should know his place 
in life. This is a famous saying that has been repeated 
many times. Superintendents, however, know that 
this does not refer to them because they have proven 
that they are capable of handling any challenge that 
presents itself. They adapt to the varied demands of 
leadership as easily as a Shakespearean actor changes 
roles, so there is no one place in life for them. Fiddler's 
Elbow realized this when they made Dave McGhee 
their general manager. As talented as Dave is, he knew 
his new position would not allow him enough time to 
also take care of the course. Eric Case has assumed 
those duties and has done a superb job. Not only did 
he have to maintain 27 holes, he also figured promi
nently in the construction of the silver nine.

When the superintendents gathered on May 14 for 
their monthly meeting, few knew what to expect. If 
they had, many would have gone home for more cam
eras and more golf balls. (Thank goodness the group in 
front of us kept losing the kind of ball I play!) We got to 
play the new holes that have been blended with some 
of the existing holes to form the gold and silver nines. 
Like the red and blue nines, each hole is distinctive 
enough so you never feel that any hole is similar to 
another. What is different with the new holes, is the 
regional feeling certain groups of these holes give to 
the players. Our group felt like we had passed through 
North Carolina, Vermont, and Wisconsin all in one 
afternoon. Fortunately we ended up in New Jersey and 
at Fiddler’s Elbow. No, not because we won any prizes, 
but because we were able to eat dinner. We knew it 
would be good, but nobody realized how good! I’m sure 
106 diets were set back a month from all the various 

(Please turn to page 5)

JOSEPH M. MERCADANTE, Inc.
PAVING, EXCAVATING 
SOUTH ORANGE, N.J.

762-1195

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 
TEE BUILDING 

GRADING

609-667-0939

Edward
Schulsinger

13 Ivy Lane 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

Horticultural Consultant 
To The Golf Industry
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GCSANJ NEWS

(Continued from page 4)
choices to eat, which were all prepared just right. 
What a fitting end to a great day. I hope that when 
Dave and Eric read this, they will know we all under
stand how much effort went into making this day 
special. We, as an association, extend a group thanks 
to all involved!!

SHAUN BARRY

DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS

It was a classic GCSANJ tournament held at Fid
dlers Elbow on May 14. The traditional closest to the 
pin contest was set for the 13th hole where Dave 
McGhee's ball arrived a scant one quarter of an inch 
away from his target! At the second hole Bill Brewer 
won with a ball some 7 feet, 11 inches away. In the 
winners circle were Harry Harsin - 72; Mike King - 79; 
Forrest Arthur - 81; Dennis Smalldone - 82; Fran 
Owsik - 83; and Dave Pease - 83. The superintendent 
with the low gross was Harry Harsin with his 72. Jeff 
Theibault had the low net of 67. Our guests showed 
they could play as well. Wayne Bartolacci had the low 
gross with 74 and George Wilder came in with the low 
net of 71. Kent Rickenback hit the longest drive. In 
skins, Dave Campion won on the #2 hole; Steve Ru- 
dich, #7; Harry Harsin, #9; John Wantz, #15 and Bob 
Prickett, #17.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Please join “Greenerside” in congratulating and 
welcoming the following new members. Joining as 
commercial members are Joseph Kennedy of Irratech; 
Steven Guida of Landscape Supply; John Shenloogian

COUNTRYCLUB
greenskeeper

Turf Products
Better Quality Turf Care From The Ground Up.

Lebanon
TOTAL TURF CARE

P.O. BOX 189 • DAYTON, NJ 08810 
P.O. BOX 180 • LEBANON, PA 17042

HOMOGENOUS BLENDED & SCU FERTILIZERS 

STRAIGHT & COMBINATION CHEMICAL PRODUCTS

of ZEP; Paul Stieve of Koonz Sprinkler; and Phil 
Obrien of Aquatrols. New to category D are Anthony 
Toto of Toto Brothers Inc. and William Ryan of Tavis
tock CC. Ray Remien of Greenbrook CC (B-1); Robert 
Miller of Shore Oaks (B); and Eric Carlson of Lake 
Mohawk (B-1) are new members. In category A are Joe 
Owsick of Laurel Creek; Robert Tosh of Hollywood 
GC and Greg Vadala of Montclair GC.

GCSANJ MEMBERS ACTIVE IN GCSAA 
COMMITTEES

It's real impressive that so many of our members 
work at the national committee level of GCSAA We’re 
naturally all aware that the vice president of GCSAA is 
Steven Cadenelli, CGCS. Here’s the rest of the story: 
Steven Malikowski, CGCS is on the Education Com
mittee; Bruce Cadenelli (formerly of Hollywood GC) 
works on the Election committee; Armand LeSage is 
on the Government Relations Committee and Robert 
Dickison, CGCS is focused on Membership; Charles 
Cross, Jr. is on the Publications Committee and John 
Wantz, CGCS is on the Tournament Committee.

Sterilized
Top

Dressing
1-800-899-SOIL (7645) 
FAX (301) 335-0164

Our top dressing is formulated especially for your area 
to specifications recommended by leading universities 
and testing laboratories.

EXCLUSIVE! All materials are thoroughly mixed 
and sterilized by indirect heat in our special process. 
The sand particles are actually coated with a mixture of 
top soil and peat humus for a completely homogenous 
mixture that will not separate during handling and 
spreading.
Computerized blending of soil mixtures for a 
superior growing medium.
Green and tee construction materials and mixes 
conforming to specifications are available.
Custom on-site soil blending and testing with a 
portable computerized blender to meet your speci
fications are available.
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Study shows golf maintenance 
not a danger to groundwater

(Continued from page 1)
With the assistance of the Cape Cod Turf Manag

ers Association, Stuart Z. Cohen, a respected former 
Environmental Protection Agency staff member, moni
tored and studied the effects of area golf courses on 
ground water. A total of 19 monitoring wells were 
installed at the tees, greens and fairways of four Cape 
Cod courses. These wells were purged and sampled 
quarterly by hand for four quarters over a year and a 
half. EPA and American Public Health Association 
standards were used to analyze samples for organic 
compounds and nitrates. A short summary of the 
results illustrates a positive story golf course superin
tendents can share with local regulators.

• None of the currently registered pesticides 
detected were at toxicologically significant concentra
tions. EPA establishes health advisory levels (HAL) for 
all registered pesticides. These levels are the maxi
mum allowable levels of a pesticide in groundwater. 
The Cape Cod study found that none of the registered 
pesticides analyzed turned up in groundwater sup
plies in concentrations greater than 20% of the allow
able HAL. Daconil was detected at 0.4 parts per bil

lion, or 20% of its HAL. All other pesticides were 
detected at concentrations less than or equal to 6% of 
their HAL.

• Seven of the tested turf pesticides were never 
detected. Collection and analysis of the well samples 
revealed that seven of the 17 turf chemicals tested for 
were never found to be present. Adding weight to this 
amazing statistic is the fact that the study took place 
on the sandy soils of the Cape Cod area, a site with 
hydrogeological conditions (soil type, depth to ground- 
water, and aquifer permeability) as vulnerable as prac
tically any in the country.

• Lower nitrate concentrations resulted when 
less nitrogen, slow-release nitrogen, or both, were 
used. A comparative analysis of study results at those 
courses that changed their management practices 
revealed that nitrate concentrations were affected. 
Simply put, golf courses that employ best manage
ment practices in their application of turf chemicals 
can minimize the risk of potential problems. In par
ticular, an emphasis on using lower nitrogen concen
trations and/or slow-release formulations makes for 
an ecologically responsible course.

What does the Cape Cod study mean for golf? 
How can your course use its results?

• Share the results of the study with your local 
regulators and legislators. Let them know that your 
industry is committed to finding out the environ
mental effects of golf courses on local water supplies. 
This information will help them to make responsible 
decisions and policies that affect golf in your commu
nity. And it will establish you as a knowledgeable 
resource when future questions and issues arise.

• Let your employer know about the results of 
the study. Whether you interact with a board of direc
tors, a greens committee or a municipal government, 
you have the responsibility of sharing this news with 
the decision makers at your course. They need to 
know of your commitment to the environment and the 
role they play in safeguarding their community’s 
groundwater.

• Utilize this study and its conclusions to re
evaluate your pesticide management practices. The 
September 1989 issue of “Golf Course Management” 
details specific steps you can take at your operation to 
minimize the chances of groundwater contamination. 
Today’s turf technology affords you the opportunity to 
maintain your course with lower nitrogen concentra
tions and slow-release formulations. The results of the 
study will provide you with the ammunition you need 
to convince your decision makers that an environmen
tally responsible maintenance program is compatible 
with the course conditions your members demand.
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Grass-roots 
Organization 

by Mike Celizic 
Sports Writer for 

“The Record”

It was March when Ed 
Walsh realized that the 
fertilizer, so to speak, had 
hit the fan.
Actually, the fertilizer 

had hit the greens of the
Ridgewood Country Club, site of the June 28 - July 1 
US Senior Open golf tournament.

It shouldn’t have been too much fertilizer. “It was 
the same we’ve been using for the last 12 years,” said 
Walsh, who for 15 years has been the club’s greens 
and grounds superintendent.

But deep aeration had been performed on the 
greens last fall at the same time the fertilizer was 
applied. The deep punctures soaked up irrigation water. 
And this spring, when the greens were supposed to 
burst into vigorous life, five of them burst, instead, 
into galloping death.

This was in March, and when Walsh saw his 
beautiful greens turning into browns, he admits to 
irrigating them with a torrent of naughty words.

“I was more angry with myself than anything,” he 
said the other day as he went out to give another pep 
talk to the new grass that is filling in the bald spots.

The stricken greens would be perfect by now, he 
said, if it weren’t for the unusually cold weather in May 
that kept new grass from germinating. As it is, most 
are nearly perfect. Only the first green of the champi
onship layout still looks dazed.

By June 28, he said, even No. 1 will be pristine. 
“The greens will be in the kind of condition that will 
allow the players to make the putts they hit correctly,” 
he said.

In other words, they’ll be like felt on a pool table
You figure no harm, no foul, but Walsh was still 

upset with himself. A good painter does not drip paint 
on the carpet, and a good grass grower doesn’t kill the 
grass - not on a course like Ridgewood, which was 
built in 1929 by A.W. Tillinghast, the renowned golf 
architect. It is considered one of the 100 top courses in 
the country.

And Walsh is a good grass grower.
He can make a grass seed take root in a matter of 

hours. He can produce acres of grass that are so 
smooth and uniform and manicured they look like a 
painting.

No doubt about it, Walsh is among the league 
leaders in the big league of growing grass.

He doesn’t grow it in his front yard. That grass, he 
said, is only so-so. Great grass-growing, after all, 
should not be wasted on a front lawn. Great grass

growing should aspire to higher purposes than im
pressing the neighbors.

“I think of myself as a symphony orchestra leader,” 
he said as he took one of his daily tours of his course.

He has composed his symphony, his opus mag- 
nus, in bent and rye on the outdoor cathedral that is 
The Ridgewood Country Club.

He’s got the sort of job that when he does it best, 
no one notices. Oh, the pros - Jack Nicklaus, Arnold 
Palmer, Gary Player, Lee Trevino, and local hero Walt 
Zembriski - will notice. But fans who will come to 
trample his beautiful grass won’t.

“When the course looks great, the typical response 
is, ‘Mother Nature has been helpful,’ “ he said. “But 
when it looks shaggy, it’s 'What did you do?’ '

By June 28, Walsh said, they won’t be asking that. 
They’ll only be saying how gorgeous Ridgewood is in its 
finest dress.

“If I have a goal for the Open,” he said, “it’s that the 
membership see the golf course through the eyes of 
the great golfers, so that they’ll understand what a 
great course this is.”

And if they don’t say a word about Ed Walsh, that 
will be just fine. It will mean he’s done his job well.

Reprinted with the permission of “The Record" of 
Hackensack, New Jersey.

GOLF & COUNTRY
CLUB SIGNAGE

• COMPLETE DESIGN & CONSULTATION SERVICES • 
• EXTERIOR SIGN SYSTEMS • ON & OFF COURSE •

 •M AIN ENTRANCE SIGNAGE •
• INTERIOR SIGN SYSTEMS •
• CHAMPIONSHIP DISPLAYS •

• ETCHED GLASS PRODUCTS •
• MANUFACTURING & INSTALLATION •

DISPLAY PRODUCTS 
CORPORATION

910 Fourth Avenue 
Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
(201)988-5400
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GCSAA NEWS
________________________________

BOOK OUTLINES ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND 
TURF MANAGEMENT

To address growing concerns related to current 
pesticide application practices, the Golf Course Super
intendents Association of America, in conjunction with 
the Environmental Protection Agency, is reprinting 
“Integrated Pest Management for Turfgrass and Orna
mentals,” a compendium of articles on “IPM.” GCSAA 
is underwriting the cost of reprinting the book in order 
to ensure its availability to golf superintendents and 
other turfgrass managers.

The book contains articles that explain how to 
avoid unnecessary use of chemicals by advocating 
careful monitoring of pesticide applications. By stress
ing the judicious use of pesticides and herbicides 
through an IPM philosophy, golf superintendents can 
reduce their reliance on chemicals in maintaining 
their courses.

The book is available through the GCSAA Office of 
Government Relations. The cost is $10 for GCSAA 
members and $12 for non-members.

PARTAC
GOLF COURSE

TOP-DRESSING

AMERICA'S PREMIUM TOP-DRESSING
HEAT TREATED

AVAILABLE IN BULK OR BAGS
ALSO HIGH-SAND MIXES, CONSTRUCTION MIXES, 

CART PATH MIXES AND DIVOT REPAIR MIXES

DISTRIBUTED IN NJ. BY:
FARM & GOLF COURSE SUPPLY
HOWARD SCOTT, 215-483-5000

GRASS ROOTS TURF PRODUCTS
KEN KUBIK, 201-361-5943

FISHER & SON CO.
FRANK FISHER, 215-644-3300

TURF PRODUCTS CORP.
ERNIE RIZZIO, 201-263-1234

PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION
KELSEY PARK, GREAT MEADOWS, NEW JERSEY 07838

201-637-4191

GOLF’S ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDIED BY 
SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE

The Senate Subcommittee on Toxic Substances, 
Environmental Oversight, Research and Development 
convened recently to examine the use, regulation and 
potential health risk of commercially applied chemi
cals on turfgrass. William R. Roberts, CGCS, secre
tary/treasurer of the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America testified on behalf of the golf 
course industry.

Roberts, a golf course superintendent at Lochmoor 
Club, Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan, was invited to 
represent the 9,800 members of GCSAA. Also appear
ing were other experts in the field of environmental 
research and education. Subcommittee Chairman Sen. 
Harry Reid (D-Nev.) invited Roberts and GCSAA to 
appear because of GCSAA’s recognized leadership in 
the field of turf management and research.

In summarizing Roberts’ testimony, Reid said, “I 
have been very impressed, for example, with Mr. 
Roberts, who represents people who have 
concerns... [and] think there should be more research 
that goes on and is willing to abide by whatever comes 
out of it.” Reid went on to note that senators like 
himself can help in that process, by saying that “...you 
[GCSAA] don’t have a dog in this fight, and you’re just 
trying to find out, as we are, what is valid and invalid 
about the claims and hopefully the government has a 
role to help you in that regard.”

Roberts highlighted two areas in which GCSAA is 
considered to be the golf industry leader: groundwater 
research and educational programs. “Our concerns 
deal with the health and safety of the public, the 
golfers, and ultimately with the environment that we 
live in...,” Roberts said. “We are willing, frankly, to put 
our money where our mouths are. We are going to do 
this research...with no preconceptions... and if we find 
out that the materials or management practices are 
scientifically valid, we’ll continue to use those. If we 
find out that those materials or management practices 
could adversely affect the environment or the public, 
we’re determined to find solutions or alternatives so 
that we can maintain good golf courses and yet not 
impact the public.”

GCSAA GIVES $39,000 FOR RESEARCH

The Golf Course Superintendents Association of 
America will present a record $35,000 contribution to 
the joint USGA/GCSAA Turfgrass Research Commit
tee to support research into turfgrass breeding and 
environmental considerations. GCSAA will make the

(Please turn to page 9)
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GCSAA NEWS

(Continued from page 8)
presentation to the United States Golf Association 
during the 1990 U.S. Open.

“We certainly appreciate the support that GCSAA 
has shown us — not just the financial support, but 
also the moral support that golf course superinten
dents have given us,” said Dr. Mike Kenna, USGA 
research director.

Last year GCSAA — through its Scholarship & 
Research Fund — donated $25,000 to the committee 
for general support of turfgrass research and an addi
tional $25,000 earmarked to fund a full review of all 
scientific literature on the environmental impact of 
golf course management practices.

Results of the review are now serving the starting 
point in the development of a comprehensive manual 
of best management practices. GCSAA’s 1990 contri
bution will go into the committee’s general fund and 
will support research that results from the review’s 
findings.

According to Kenna, even though many superin
tendents already consider the environmental conse
quences of their management practices, the manual 
will provide needed documentation of environmentally 
responsible pest control. “I feel confident that we’re in 
good shape to meet the challenges not only of the ’90s, 
but of the next century as well, especially in the area of 
water use,” Kenna said.

GCSAA MEMBERSHIP HITS 10,000

The Golf Course Superintendents Association of 
America has announced that its rolls officially ex
ceeded 10,000 for the first time in the association’s 
64-year history.

Norma M. O’Leary, golf course superintendent at 
Silver Bay (Minnesota) Country Club, became the 
association’s 10,000th member in late May. O’Leary 
said her membership in GCSAA, “will keep me in 
touch with current events in turf management, and 
the education and information programs will help me 
stay on top of my job."

GCSAA’s growth is indicative of its active and 
visible role in golf. In 1983, the association had fewer 
than 5,000 members. GCSAA reached 9,000 members 
in October 1989. Overall, GCSAA’s membership grew 
108% in the last decade.

John Schilling, GCSAA executive director, said, 
“This has been a tremendous decade for all of golf, 
particularly for our members and our association.” 
Janet Rose, GCSAA director of Membership, echoed 
Schilling’s thoughts, “We are ecstatic to have added 
our 10,000th member to the GCSAA roster.”

Founded on Sept. 13, 1926, as the National Asso

ciation of Greenkeepers of America, GCSAA was estab
lished as an association dedicated to informing and 
educating its membership. Today, GCSAA continues 
as the only international organization that serves the 
professional needs of golf course superintendents.

GCSAA members provide outstanding playing 
conditions for some 24,000,000 golfers who play ap
proximately 500,000,000 rounds each year in this 
country. Currently, GCSAA is working with legislators 
and regulators to promote environmental protection 
and to communicate the importance of sound ecologi
cal management to its members through education 
and research.

New Jersey tops in crops
New Jersey produces more than 80 vege
tables, fruits and nursery crops. It ranks na
tionally in blueberries (1st), peaches (3rd), 
cranberries (3rd), asparagus (5th), snap beans 
(5th) and tomatoes (5th).

NEW FAIRWAY 5000 
SPECIALIZED FOR TOP-QUALITY 
FAIRWAY MOWING

• Five cutting units, hydraulically controlled

• Wide 106" cutting width

• Excellent hill-climber

• Ultimate in operator comfort

• Three-wheel drive PLUS

• Very productive—produces top quality cut 
(80 cuts/meter) even at 6mph top speed

• Lightweight and compact for easy transport

___ • Fully interchangeable cutting units___________

contact Turfgrass Division 
at

Steven Willand, Inc. (201) 579-5656
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Jim Gilligan's 
Column

“In the beginner’s mind 
there are many possibilities, 
but in the experts, there are 
few."

Shunryu Suzuki

As I read each new issue 
of the “Greenerside," I know 

the deadline for the next issue is approaching. Since 
assuming a new responsibility, the will to write this 
essay is weakened due to a full mind and procrastina
tion. Procrastination is a shortcoming that can be 
removed and a full mind can be emptied. To overcome 
these obstacles, I begin to write the first things that 
enter the empty mind and that starts the process. 
Once the pencil hits the paper, I’m no longer procras
tinating. When a couple of pages are full, I stop and 
begin editing using a dictionary and thesaurus to cull 
the extraneous words and strengthen the writing. The 
rhythm picks up and the words become sentences and 
the sentences become paragraphs. It is necessary to 
give the process enough time; that is what is lacking. 

This new job has rekindled my enthusiasm for

THE HAHN MULTI-PRO 418 
AND MAXI-PRO 435

1. Super Low Compaction 
2. Application accuracy to 1% 

3. Rugged and Reliable

STORR TRACTOR CO.
3191 U.S. Highway 22 
Somarvllla, N.J. 08876 

201-722-9830

being a superintendent. It is refreshing going back to 
the basics and experiencing a new perspective. It is an 
opportunity to change practices, to use different prod
ucts and to see things more clearly.

As the summer approaches, my thoughts have 
shifted to understanding the complexities of turbine 
pumps, valve-in-head sprinklers and PVC risers. All 
new items. Knowing the time will come when the 
irrigation system has to be filled, tested and operated,
I stored this task in the back of my mind as we 
prepared the course through a cool and moist spring. 
The appropriate rainfall and cool weather provided a 
pleasant substitute for irrigation and stressful weather. 
This is not to minimize the serious flooding that some 
superintendents experienced. Richmond County drains 
well and remains playable through most heavy rains.

Inventory of the irrigation system is a necessity. 
Knowing what model and type of heads are out there, 
their nozzles and range is critical. Working with unfa
miliar equipment presents some problems. It is im
perative to understand their components and how to 
fix them. The thought of sprinklers sticking on or 
failing to come on is uncomfortable.

The sprinklers are the visible part of the system. 
The invisible parts: the pipe and wiring present more 
problems. They are difficult to locate. Only a swipe 
from a backhoe or a D-3’s blade seem to uncover the 
web of pipe and wires. A patient process of reconnect
ing the wires and mending the broken PVC is neces
sary to restore the system and my well-being.

There is always a sense of relief when the irrigation 
performs as advertised. The thought of programming 
the system and driving to Jersey requires all the 
courage I can muster. In my previous life, I could 
venture out into the darkness and listen for the stac
cato beat of the impact heads, but now I’m 40 miles 
away and I’ll never hear the silent revolutions of the 
gear-driven head. Trust in their reliability will be a 
necessity.

This system is powered by a two-stage turbine 
pump system connected to reservoir of adequate size; 
fed by the runoff from the streets of Staten Island. To 
overcome the difference in elevation, a booster pump 
is inserted in the line to maintain the pressure on the 
620 yd. Par 5 Tenth hole.

It is mid-June and you can feel the warm weather 
becoming hot; I feel this system will be tested. Will it 
have survived the extreme cold of last December? Will 
I be too demanding in trying to squeeze every pound of 
pressure and gallon of water from the pipes to satisfy a 
thirsty soil? Were all the solvent welds made before 
Friday afternoon? In NASA lingo the countdown is on 
hold, but a “go” is imminent.

As I read this essay in July, I can be the judge of 
how we functioned. If we failed, it is back to traveling 
sprinklers for both of us. Have a good summer!
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Three students receive Musser 
Foundation Grants

Melodee Kemp Phil Allen Virginia Lehman

The Musser International Turfgrass Foundation 
awarded $4,000 Scholarship Grants to three doctoral 
candidates in various plant sciences.

The grant recipients are Melodee Kemp, Depart
ment of Crop Science, Rutgers University; Phil Allen, 
Department of Horticultural Science, University of 
Minnesota; and Virginia Lehman, Department of Soil 
& Crop Sciences, Texas A & M University.

The Scholarship Grant is awarded to a Ph.D. can
didate in his or her final year of study, who has 
displayed high scholastic achievement and presented 
a well-conceived, relevant thesis problem with an ele
ment of “pioneering” toward problem orientation.

“Our financial support of these three doctoral 
candidates is the best investment we can make for the 
future of all sports turfgrasses,” says Frank Dobie, 
president of the MITF and superintendent of The Sharon 
Club, Sharon Center, Ohio.

Kemp’s doctoral thesis deals with the effects of 
some root-infecting fungi on fine fescues. She is study
ing turfgrass breeding under the tutelage of Dr. Reed 
Funk.

Allen, a horticulture major, is studying under Dr. 
Donald White. His doctoral thesis concerns the germi
nation of grass seeds subjected to fluctuating mois
ture conditions.

“It is an honor to share this award," Allen said. “I 
was impressed to learn that many turf professionals 
who have impacted my education and philosophy are 
former students of Dr. Musser. He was clearly instru
mental in bringing turfgrass science out of its in
fancy.”

Lehman studies plant breeding with Dr. Milt

Engelke. Her thesis concerns root and shoot tolerance 
of creeping bentgrass.

Award winners were decided at the MITF annual 
board meeting on Feb. 25, 1990 at the GCSAA Na
tional Conference in Orlando. The selection committee 
included: Dr. Joe Dutch, Penn State University; Dr. 
James Beard, Texas A & M University; Dr. Harry 
Niemczyk, Ohio Agricultural Research & Develop
ment Center; and Dr. James Watson, the Toro 
Company.

The Musser International Turfgrass Foundation is 
dedicated to the memory of H.B. Musser's pioneering 
efforts in turfgrass research and education, and to the 
continuance of his dedication to the field. MITF achieves 
this through funding of basic turfgrass research by 
graduate students.

Pennsylvania Grown PENNCROSS

BENTGRASS SOD
CALL 800-USA-TURF or 717-898-5000
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Don't miss the big one! 
The 26th Annual 
Turfgrass Equipment, 
Irrigation and Supplies 
Field Day

On October 9, Rutgers Stadium and Golf Course in 
Piscataway will be teaming with people from the green 
industry. It’s the number one fund raiser for Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of New Jersey 
and, naturally, most of the members will be there.

Members can make this a terrific show by letting 
the rest of the green industry people know about it. So 
spread the word to the landscapers, ornamental busi
nesses, sod farmers, arborists, turf care professionals 
and your fellow GCSANJ members.

Equipment demonstrations by experts, supplies of 
various kinds and a pretty good, inexpensive lunch 
make this a terrific day.

The Field Day is free to attendees so there is no 
excuse to miss it. Mark October 9 on your calendar 
now.

For further information contact Judy Policastro 
at (201) 379-1100 or John Carpinelli (609) 235- 
0150. John is this year’s chairman of the Field Day 
and Judy is the Executive Secretary of GCSANJ.

SAVE PAR
with GREEN T Liquid Fertilizer!

FOR GOLF COURSES 
& TURF GRASS

To order Green T Liquid Fertilizer or for more information 
contact either Scott Sterlinq or Ted Platz.

PLANT FOOD COMPANY, INC.
Manufacturers of Fluid Fertilizers 
Hightstown-Cranbury Station Road, Box 173 
Cranbury, NJ 08512
609-448-0935 • 1-800-562-1291

Fancy Facts from Fenwick
John Fenwick has done some fancy footwork 

to come up with some commercial trivia ques
tions to test your knowledge of industry reps here 
in New Jersey. Look for the answers in the “Back 
Nine" section of this issue. Rather than have you 
call the special “900" number and hear the ques
tions on John’s special taped message ($2.00 for 
the first minute: $1.00 for each additional minute 
- always check with your parents to make sure 
it’s OK to call), we’ve arranged for them to be 
printed in the “Greenerside” - another cost saving 
benefit!

Question # 1. Which of our turf supply sales rep
resentatives is an accomplished 
jazz musician?

Question #2. Who was involved in golf course 
architecture in the Himalayas?

Question #3. Name the five “K’s” and a “G" at 
Grass Roots.

Question #4. Which sales representatives have 
introduced their daughters to the 
business?

Question #5. What company got its start in 1956 
in Westfield, New Jersey?

Question #6. Which two turf supply representa
tives recently became Pennsylva
nia residents?
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Quelling the 
pesticide alarm

There has been much negative publicity in the 
press recently regarding  fertilizers and pesticides. Fol
lowing is a letter from GCSANJ President Steve Fi- 
namore which appeared in the April 14, 1990 edition of 
the “Star-Ledger” on these issues. (See related story on 
the Cape Cod study on the cover of this issue of the 

“Greenerside.”)

University tests and, just recently, a study done 
on Cape Cod by Biospheric Inc. from Maryland have 
shown that pesticides used on lawns and golf courses, 
when applied properly, are safe to people and the 
environment.

All of us who apply pesticides must be licensed by 
the state Department of Environmental Protection. 
We must pass a written test and our license must be 
kept up by earning credits through continuing educa
tion. In addition, notification and posting is required 
of all turf areas that are treated.

A healthy lawn provides many benefits; oxygen 
production, reduced runoff, control of soil erosion, 
absorption of air pollutants and replenishing of ground 
water are but a few. We have an excellent record as 
applicators and hope that the millions of golfers and 
homeowners have not been unnecessarily alarmed by 
these false accusations.

STEVE FINAMORE, PRESIDENT, 
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS 

ASSOCIATION OF NJ
                                         SPRINGFIELD

RALPH McGILLAN
Excavating Contractor

Specializing in Lakes & Ponds
Over 25 years experience in building 
new ponds, enlarging & redesigning 

existing ponds 
(609) 655-2281

17 Stockton Drive, Cranbury, NJ

JACOBSEN. 
TOUGHEST CATS 

ON TURF.

Jacobsen Turfcat Out-Front Mowers, Models T422D, T436G
■ Choice Of 22-HP Diesel Or 36-HP Gas Engine ■ Dual-Range 
Hydrostatic Drive Matches Traction Speed to Mowing Conditions ■ 
Rear-Wheel Power Steering ■ Choice Of 50", 60", 72" Rotary Decks 
Or 60" Fine-Cut Flail ■ Large 8.5-Gallon Fuel Tank

340 MAIN AVENUE, CLIFTON, N.J. 07014 • 201-471-0244

RUBIGAN IS THE ONLY 
FUNGICIDE GUARANTEED 
FOR THE PREVENTION OF:

• Summer Patch

• Necrotic Ring Spot

• Fusarium Blight

See your local Elanco Distributor 
for details or call

BOB SCOTT [201] 376-7290
Elanco Area Representative
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New service available to New Jersey 
residents: Right to Know INFOsource

by Barry Schlegel
INFOsource Program Manager

A new toll-free public information telephone serv
ice called Right To Know INFOsource has been es
tablished within the Public Education and Risk Com
munication division of the Environmental and Occu
pational Health Sciences Institute.

Anyone in New Jersey can call 1-800-843-0054, 
Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., to get 
information about environmental and occupational 
health hazards.

Trained staff will respond to questions about:

• health effects and safe handling of chemicals, 
substances, or products present in the envi
ronment, home, school and work.

• media, government and industry reports con
cerning environmental and occupational health 
issues.

• Right to Know information such as Toxic Chemi

cal Release Inventory Reports, New Jersey 
Community Right to Know Surveys, Material 
Safety Data Sheets and hazard warning labels.

• sources of additional information regarding 
environmental and occupational health haz
ards.

Right To Know INFOsource is funded by the New 
Jersey Business Roundtable to provide clear, accurate 
and objective information about health and safety 
risks concerning the public. Its development was the 
result of a recognized need by industry to help the 
public understand raw toxic chemical information now 
widely available as a result of state and federal Right to 
Know legislation. The New Jersey Business Roundtable 
is a non-profit organization composed of 20 of New 
Jersey’s leading corporations.

The service is a direct communications link be
tween university scientists, educators and the people 
of New Jersey.

In addition to answering questions, INFOsource
(Please turn to page 15)

PAVELEC BROS.
Golf Course Construction 

Co. Inc.
98 Evergreen Avenue 

Nutley, NJ 07110

Specializing in all 
phases of Golf Course 
Construction

Field Drainage/Landscaping 
Excavation

Tony Pavelec (201) 667-1643 
Emil Pavelec (201) 939-6182

JACOBSEN

LF-100

UP FRONT IN
LIGHT WEIGHT FAIRWAY MOWING.

JEP
Sales Inc.
211 Yardville-Hamilton Square Rd.
P. O. Box 11126
Yardville, New Jersey 08620
609-585-2300
FAX# 609-585-8977
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Club Car
NEW, REBUILT, GAS & ELECTRIC 

UTILITY VEHICLES IN STOCK

VIC GERARD GOLF CARS, INC.
HWY. 547

FARMINGDALE, NJ 07727 
(201) 938-4464

AUTHORIZED CLUB CAR DISTRIBUTOR

The Hot Shot 
For Hot Spots.

Advantage is AquaGro® soil wetting agent molded into 
a solid pellet. Instead of syringing with plain water, pop 
an AquaGro Advantage Pellet into an applicator and 
quickly move water into the rootzone.

• Touch up problem spots easily.
• Turf safety in any weather.

Available from your AquaGro distributor.
The Advantage System 
AquaGro Advantage Pellets 
AquaGro Advantage Applicator

AQUATROLS
The Water Management People 

1-800-257-7797

New service available 
to New Jersey 
residents: Right to 
Know INFOsource
(Continued from page 14)
may send callers written materials such as INFOsheets 
on specific topics. INFOsource may also refer callers, 
where appropriate, to existing services provided by the 
state, federal government and non-profit organiza
tions. It will not address specific legal questions, medi
cal questions or emergency situations.

Through this service, it is hoped that the public 
will gain a better understanding of the issues. The 
citizens of New Jersey will then be in a better position 
to make informed decisions about the risks they may 
encounter in their day-to-day lives. The questions 
asked by the public will also be utilized as an aid in 
assessing the needs for developing additional informa
tional resources and developing better methods of risk 
communication.

Pesticide contaminated

clothing requires 
special attention

by Tom Akins
GCSAA Government Relations Manager

Applicator safety is a key component of any 
superintendent’s overall management plan. In prop
erly educating and training employees, turf managers 
invariably stress the need for pesticide applicators to 
handle the chemicals they work with in a safe and 
professional manner.

GCSAA, through educational offerings and serv
ice on the Environmental Protection Agency’s Pesti
cide Packaging Committee, has taken a leadership role 
in continually reminding the turf industry and its 
professionals of the necessity for safe container design 
and handling.

At the beginning of every work day, while you are 
still fresh, it’s easy to remember the basic rules of 
applicator safety. At the end of a long and tiring day 
spent maintaining acres of valuable turf, though, it’s 
easy to forget that the clothing you’ve worn while 

(Please turn to page 17)
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THE BACK NINE

FRAN OWSIK RECEIVES SPORTSMANSHIP 
AWARD

At the recent John Caliendo Championship, the 
tournament committee awarded their prestigious 
“Sportsmanship Award” to Fran Owsik. Fran is the 
superintendent at Tamarack Golf Course and anyone 
who knows him would agree that he is deserving of 
such an award.

NEW JERSEY SHIFT

In our last issue, we said “au revoir” to Bruce 
Cadenelli, but we were remiss in not saying “welcome” 
to Bob Tosh, the new superintendent at Hollywood. 
Jim Cross is the new superintendent at Rumson and 
Benny Peta is new at Bedens Brook. In other people 
news, Don Zeffer left Chris Carson for Harkers Hollow; 
Greg Vadala moved to Montclair and Mark Sinto is 
running the course at Madison. To all of the superin
tendents new at their positions this season we wish 
you the best and a renewed welcome to GCSANJ.

Fancy Facts from Fenwick - the answers:

1. Sky Bergen
2. Steve Kay
3. Keith, Katie, Kristie, Karen, Ken, and Ginny
4. Mart Futyma’s daughter Catherine and Jack 
Poksay’s daughter Michelle.
5. Storr Tractor Company
6. Steve Chirip and Bryan Bolhala

PESTICIDE OPERATOR REMINDER
Pesticide Operator Training Verification Forms 

(VPA-028) must be submitted with a check/money 
order for $10.00 made to the NJ Pesticide Control 
Program. Forms are available from the DEP by calling 
(609) 530-5468.

WHY DO MOSQUITOES BUZZ IN YOUR EAR?
This year is shaping up to be a benchmark year for 

entomology. We’ve read about Mediterranean fruit flies 
spreading in California, giant Mormon Crickets gallop-

(Please turn to page 17)

 To most,Summer Patch 
is an unseen mystery. Here’s 

how to keep it that way
Banner turf fungicide works systemically to prevent the 
spread of diseases, like Summer Patch, before damage 
occurs.

STEPHEN REZAC 
CIBA - GEIGY 

(201) 630 - 4262

THE BROUWER-VAC . . . largest capacity Vac on 
today's market. The powerful suction head and blower 
provide the latest technique for vacuuming turf and hard 
surface areas.
It provides an economical method of picking up grass 
clippings, leaves, twigs, pine needles and thatch from 
verti-cutting on sod farms, golf courses, parks and 
recreation areas and also trash and litter from hard 
surfaces in airports, parking lots, stadiums and highway 
shoulders.

FEATURES:
Large load capacity
Light weight construction
Dual flotation tires
Easy to operate finger tip controls
Unloads in seconds with hydraulic driven conveyor
80 in. floating suction head (Opt. extension to 120 in.)
P.T.O. Driven
Only requires standard tractor 35-45 hp

Double Eagle
EQUIPMENT COMPANY, INC.
285 Dayton Road
Dayton, New Jersey 08810 • (201) 329-9292
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THE BACK NINE
(Continued from page 16)
ing over Utah and Nevada by the millions; an aphid 
invasion of Los Angeles and Africanized killer bees in 
the Rio Grande Valley of Texas and biting imported fire 
ants throughout southern states. What’s happening? 
Why are all these major “invasions” occurring? The 
weather has a lot to do with it. Drought in the western 
U.S. has spawned some of their problems. Wet weather 
here in New Jersey and elsewhere will undoubtedly be 
raising the perennial question, "Why do mosquitoes 
buzz in your ear?” Another reason is that our borders 
and the oceans no longer serve as a boundary against 
exotic insect pests. The thousands of planes, ships, 
trains and trucks that enter the U.S. each day have 
simply overwhelmed our ability to detect a single in
vading pest. When you couple this with the delays and 
frustration of trying to treat large areas with timely 
pesticide applications, you can easily envision more 
and more entomological news stories. In the mean
while, these invasions are news because they docu
ment the damage that these pests are doing and what 
damage they can do if left unchallenged.

WINTER INJURY

The winter of 1990, on the average, was relatively 
mild temperature wise. Yet, many of our common 
hardy landscape plants are showing signs of winter 
injury. Extremes in winter temperatures are the pri
mary cause.

Most of the damage occurred when we experienced 
very cold temperatures in mid-December which was 
much earlier than normal. The temperatures immedi
ately preceding this cold snap were very mild and 
many of our woody landscape plants did not harden 
off completely in preparation for winter. In some cases, 
winter injury was more severe than normal because

For use on lawns, shrubs 
and ornamentals 

only

Long lasting, 
will not burn

“The Golf 
Course 
Choice”

NATURAL ORGANIC 
FERTILIZER

Milorganite
6-2-0

Activated Sewage Sludge

METRO MILORGANITE 
365 Adams St.

Bedford Hills, NY 10507
Processed Only By

Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

plants in poorly drained areas suffered root damage 
last spring and summer due to the excessive amount 
of rainfall during this period.

Extensive injury has been noticed on holly, juni
per, yews, hemlock, rhododendron, linden, oak and 
maple. We can expect that damage to other types of 
plants will become evident throughout the spring and 
summer. When deciding whether to prune plants af
fected by winter injury, wait until the plants have 
produced new growth, then prune out the dead 
branches.

BY RICHARD G. ORAL 
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL AGENT

Contaminated
clothing
(Continued from page 15)
applying turf chemicals demands special attention.

While many courses now have disposable cover
alls, it’s important to keep in mind these basic tips, 
supplied by Cornell University’s Cooperative Exten
sion Service, when laundering pesticide contaminated 
clothing:

• Don’t wash your work clothing at home with 
your family clothes. Chemicals in your clothing can 
easily migrate to other clothes in the same washload. 
Consider providing a washing machine on-site, spe
cifically dedicated to the washing of pesticide-con
taminated clothing. (For some operations, an outside 
laundry service may be the best answer.)

• When pre-rinsing, use one of three methods: 
hose off the garment outdoors, rinse in a separate tub 
or pail, or agitate in an automatic washer. For gar
ments that are heavily contaminated, be sure to use a 
concentrated-strength liquid.

• Wash garments that are contaminated with 
the same pesticide together.

• Wash only a few garments at once. Resist the 
temptations to load the washer as full as possible or to 
save up clothing for one big load.

• Be sure that you use a full water level and that 
you use HOT water, preferably 140 degrees or higher.

• Be sure to use the normal, full 12 minutes of 
your wash cycle.

• Use heavy-duty detergent in the amount rec
ommended on the package. If your clothes are heavily 
soiled or if you have hard water, increase the amount 
of detergent.

• Use two full rinse cycles.
(Please turn to page 18)

The Greenerside 17



Superintendent Profile
JO-ANN WARD

Driving into Sunset Valley Golf Course, my atten
tion was immediately drawn to the enormous gash in 
the mountainside above the course, where Interstate 
287 is under construction. I wondered what sort of 
impact all that work might have on Sunset Valley’s 
superintendent, Jo-Ann Ward. She must have antici
pated that reaction, as she had the photos of her 
problems ready when I got to her office.

Originally from Brooklyn, Jo-Ann’s family had 
moved to Vernon Valley in 1968 after her father had 
driven through the area. Following high school she 
was employed in the Reservations Department at the 
Playboy Resort, where her father worked on the 
grounds. In 1975, she switched over to the grounds 
crew and by the 1978 season, Jo-Ann had been moved 
up to Golf Course Supervisor. That same year, her 
future husband, John Ward, came to the resort as 
assistant superintendent, having transferred from the 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin Playboy facility.

The year 1979 saw John move on to Cedar Hill in 
Livingston as superintendent, and Jo-Ann started the 
Rutgers Winter School. By 1980, she had elected to go 
to High Mountain C.C. in Franklin Lakes as an assis
tant. The next year she was asked to return to the 
former Playboy Resort, renamed Americana Great Gorge 
Resort, as assistant superintendent. She and John 
were married in 1981 as well. Jo-Ann remained at 
Americana until 1984 when she went to Sunset Valley. 
By that time her husband had branched out to doing 
consulting work with golf course development firms in 
New Jersey.

Since arriving at Sunset Valley, Jo-Ann has really 
brought the course a long way. The facility has been 
on the nominations list for the “Golf Digest Magazine” 
top 100 U.S. public golf courses, and in the past 
several years has hosted the USGA Women’s Amateur 
Public Links Qualifying Tournaments. Jo-Ann com
mented that from her Playboy/Americana experiences 
she learned the importance of catering to the golfer 
and the necessity of striving to be at your best as much 
as possible.

Our conversation turned to the subject of the road 
construction above her course. It turns out she’s had 
to deal with a number of problems resulting from the I- 
287 project, including holding back mudslides, wash
outs, siltation of irrigation ponds, noise, dust and 
ongoing blasting. The roadbuilding had begun in Au
gust of last year, and by the next month she had 
experienced her first washout. The aforementioned 
photos showed a green and other course areas covered 
with silt and stone.

Although the challenges resulting from the 1-287 
project must be frustrating, I sensed a determined “I’ll 
deal with it” outlook on it all from Jo-Ann. At least she 
takes every Saturday off to spend some time with her 
family, living in a home in a secluded part of the 
Sunset Valley property. Her husband had been in 
charge of the golf course at Tamiment Resort & C.C. in 
Pennsylvania from 1985 until 1989 when he became 
superintendent of Horticulture for the Morris County 
Parks Arboretum.

Jo-Ann remarked that her six-year-old daughter, 
Kate, had conveniently managed to be bom in the “off 
season” on Christmas Day. She chuckled when she 
related that she didn’t even tell the Americana grounds 
crew that she was pregnant until she was almost eight 
months along, wearing loose-fitting clothes and sweat
shirts up to that point. The crew’s reaction was pretty 
much one of shock and disbelief. Why, she’d even been 
out digging with them on an irrigation project a short 
time before, and it took a while for the news to sink in.

I hope when 1-287 is completed in a couple of years 
you can cruise on it and look down on your course in 
satisfaction, Jo-Ann. Have a good summer and thanks 
for the visit.

PAUL POWONDRA

Contaminated
clothing
(Continued from page 17)

• Line dry your clothing to avoid any possible 
contamination of your dryer.

• After the wash cycle has finished and you have 
emptied your clothes, run your washer through a 
complete, but empty, cycle. Use hot water and deter
gent during this empty cycle.

• Wear waterproof gloves when handling highly 
contaminated clothing. Dispose of these gloves peri
odically.

• Remove contaminated clothing, if possible, 
outdoors or in a specially-designated area. Be sure to 
empty your pockets and cuffs.

• Save clothing that you wear while handling or
applying chemicals for that use only.

• Wash contaminated clothing after each use. 
When applying pesticides daily, wash clothing daily.

Make these recommendations part of your appli
cator safety training to help ensure that your workers 
stay safe, healthy and on the job.
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PATRON DIRECTORY
ALPINE TREE CARE. INC.
Complete tree care
Robert Mullane - David DiBenedetto
(914) 948-0101

AQUA-FLO. INC.
Irrigation System Designers and Suppliers 
Phil Demarco - Jerry Purcell 
(609) 561-1777 (800) 524-0895

AQUATROLS CORP. OF AMERICA
Manufacturers of Water Management Products 
Andy Moore - Jerry Curtice - Drew Effron 
(609)665-1130

* ATLANTIC MILLS INC.
Tee Towel, Shop Wipes and Sport Towels 
Pete Donnelly - Jack Brady 
(201) 774-4882

JAMES BARRETT ASSOCIATES. INC.
Golf Course Irrigation - Design and Consulting 
Jim Barrett 
(201) 744-8237

BLUE RIDGE PEAT FARMS. INC.
Top Dressing, Peat, Humus & Potting Soil 
Gene Evans 
(717) 443-9596

BRUEDAN CORPORATION
Yamaha Golf Cars - John Deere Turf Equipment 
Richard Lewis
(800)535-1500 (914)469-2275

CIBA-GEIGY
Turf and Ornamental Products 
Stephen Rezac 
(201) 530-4252

CONSOLIDATED STEEL & ALUMINUM 
FENCE CO., INC. Fencing Contractor 
Eugene T. McLaughlin
(201) 272-6262

ALAN G. CRUSE INC.
Golf Course Materials 
Alan G. Cruse
(201) 227-7183 (201) 992-2335

DISPRO DISPLAY PRODUCTS CORPORATION
Manufacturer of Golf and Country Club Signage 
Ron Smith 
(201) 988-5400

DOUBLE EAGLE EQUIPMENT
Turf Maintenance Equipment
Clyde Ashton - Jerry Pearlman - Stan Stevenson
(201) 329-9292

EGYPT FARMS, INC.
Top Dressing and Construction Mixes 
John Strickland - Jeff Lacour - Mike Witt 
(301) 335-3700

E-Z-GO/TEXTRON, INC.
Golf Cara - Turf Vehicles - Personnel Carriers 
Tom Sauer - Kevin Norcross - Sam Baird, Jr. 
(609) 586-4000

FERTL-SOIL TURF SUPPLY. INC.
Greens Topdressing/Turf Supplies 
Marty Futyma 
(201) 322-6132

FISHER A SON CO., INC.
Distributors of Pesticides, Fertilizer and Seed 
Allan Phillips - Frank Fisher 
(609)478-6704 (215)644-3300

GOLF BY JANIS INC.
Golf Course Construction, Renovation, Irrigation
Al Janis
(301) 641-5108

GOLF CARS, INC.
Golf Cara, Turf and Utility Vehicles
Albert Wunsch - Luke Martin - Jon F. Schneider
(215) 340-0880

GRASS ROOTS TURF PRODUCTS, INC.
Golf Course Supplies
Ken Kubik - Bert Jones
(201) 361-5943 (201) 686-8709

HARFORD INDUSTRIAL MINERALS
Sands, Top Dressing Materials 
Dorothy Stancill 
(301) 679-9191

JEP SALES, INC.
Turf Maintenance Equipment
Jack Poksay - Bill Beverlin - Michelle Poksay
(609) 585-2300

JONATHAN GREEN INC.
Grass Seed, Fertilizer, and Turf Chemicals 
Barry K, Green II - Ed Barbano - Rip Rippel 
(201) 938-7007

REES JONES. INC.
Golf Course Architects
Rees Jones - Keith Evans - Greg Muirhead 
(201) 744-4031

STEVEN KAY
Golf Course Architect
Remodeling - Long Range Planning - New
Courses
(914) 699-4437

KOONZ SPRINKLER SUPPLY COMPANY
Rainbird Irrigation Equipment 
William Koonz 
(201) 379-9314

* LAWN A GOLF SUPPLY COMPANY
Specialists in Equiment and Supplies for 
Main tenace of Turf 
Sam Baird Jr - Charlie Greeninger - 
Jim Carville
(201)933-5801 (800)362-5650

LESCO. INC.
Serving the GCSAA of NJ 
Mike Oleykowski 
(800) 825-3726

LEBANON CHEMICAL CORP.
Country Club Fertilizers & Chemicals 
Steve Chirip 
(717) 894-3133

LEON S SOD FARM
Sod Grower 
Samuel Leon 
(201) 996-2255

LOFTS SEED INC.
Turf Seed and Fertilizer Supplier 
Dr. Rich Hurley 
(201) 560-1590

LONGO MOTOR A PUMP, INC.
Electric motor/pump repair/sales 
Larry Bishop - Cathy Hughes 
(201) 539-4141

WILFRED MCDONALD. INC.
Turf Maintenance Equipment
Dennis DeSanctis - Ed Rockhill - Bill Luthin
(201) 471-0244

RALPH McGILLAN
Excavating Contractor, Lakes & Ponds 
Ralph McGillan 
(609) 655-2281

JOSEPH M. MERCADANTE. INC.
Cart Path, Tee, and Trap Construction 
Joe Mercadante - Bob Mercadante 
(201)762-1195 (201)763-0042

METRO MILORGANITE. INC.
Turfgrass Supplies 
Rich Apgar - Joe Stahl 
(914) 666-3171

MONTCO/SURF-SIDE
Turfgrass Chemicals
Robert Oechsle - Peter Oechsle
(215)628-3144 (215)836-4992

NOR-AM CHEMICAL CO.
Chemical/Fertilizer Manufacturer 
Shaun M. Barry 
(201) 846-8173

★ New Patrons for 1990

PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION
Golf Course Top-Dressing 
Jim Kelsey (201) 637-4191

PAVELEC BROS. GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION CO.. INC.
Golf Course Construction 
Tony Pavelec (201) 667-1643 
Emil Pavelec (201) 939-6182 
PLANT FOOD CHEMICAL CO.. INC. 
Manufacturer of Fluid Fertilizers 
Ted Platz
(609) 448-0935
POCONO TURF SUPPLY CO.
Turf Supplies
Ron Olsen 
(215) 672-9274
PRO LAWN TURF PRODUCTS, INC.
Services for the Professional 
Andrew Mulick (201) 967-9124 
Ingrid A. Kem (215) 750-1732

ROCKLAND CHEMICAL CO., INC.
Turfgrass Chemicals & Fertilizer 
Steve Stys 
(201) 575-1322

R A S LANDSCAPING CO., INC.
Golf Course Construction 
Claus I. Raven 
(201) 278-0616
SEACOAST LABORATORIES. INC.
Twin Light Turf Products
John C. Moynihan - Richard G. Baker
(201)821-4769 (800)522-4769

GEO. SCHOFIELD CO.. INC.
Landscape Products - Sands & Stone 
Roy Malpas - Kent Caldwell - Tom Casmer 
Russ Balunis (201) 356-0858

O.M. SCOTTS A SONS
Fertilizer, Chemical Sales 
Fran Berdine (914) 361-4105 
Steve Rudich (215) 253-4003

SHEARON ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
Golf Course reconstruction, landscape services,
tree transplanting
Chip Kem, CGCS
(609) 466-0666 (215) 828-5488

STEVEN WILLAND INC.
Turf Equipment Distributor
Mark Ericson - Bruce Pye - Rich Brandel
(201) 579-5656

STORMY ACRES
Premium Bentgrass Sod 
Kevin Gunn 
(802) 265-3046
STORR TRACTOR COMPANY
Turf Maintenance Equipment, Irrigation 
Mary Lou Deschamps - Gene Tarulli - 
Paul Granger
(201) 722-9830
WILLIAM STOTHOFF CO. INC.
Well Drilling, Pumps & Pump Repairs 
William L. Stothoff III (Pete) - William E. Snyder 
(201) 782-2717

★ SEQUOIA TREE SERVICE INC.
Paul Portsmore - John Schaus - J.T. Kievit
201-891-0309
SWEENEY SEED CO.
Wholesale Seed 
Andrew M. Sweeney 
800-544-7311
THE TERRE COMPANY OF NJ. INC.
Seed - Fertilizer - Pesticides - Nursery stock 
Byron Johnson - Bryan Bolehala - Pat O’Neil 
(201) 473-3393 - FAX 473-4402
TURF PRODUCTS CORPORATION
Turfgrass Supplies
Ernie Rizzio - Buddy Rizzio - Ron Lake 
(201) 263-1234
VAUGHAN'S SEED COMPANY
Horticultural Supplies
George Rosenberg - Sky Bergen - Charles Usic 
(800) 942-7706
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Baltusrol • Bedens Brook • Canoe Brook • 
Shackamaxon • Spring Brook • Timber Trails and others . . .

What do the superintendents of these 
prestigious golf courses have in common?

They use the services of . . .

KOONZ
SPRINKLER SUPPLY

... the smart choice for all your irrigation needs

Service Excellence 
• Complete inventory
• Service assistance and 

technical support
• 25 years experience

QUALITY PRODUCT LINES 
Distributors of
RAIN BIRD®
HUNTER®
WEATHERMATIC®
Sprinkler Equipment

KOONZ
Sprinkler Supply, Inc.

39 Waverly Avenue • Springfield, N. J. 07081

(201) 379-9314
Branch Offices: Wall Township • Toms River • Hackensack

20


	The Greenerside Vol. 13 No. 4
	THE GREENERSIDE
	Study shows golf maintenance not a danger to groundwater
	IN THIS ISSUE
	GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY
	Officers:
	Directors
	District 1
	District 2
	District 3
	District 4
	Executive Secretary
	Commercial Representatives:
	Editorials
	Good news gossip
	President's Message
	THE BIG THREE
	Calendar
	GCSANJ NEWS
	BROOME GROOMS THE MILL
	FIDDLER’S PERFORMANCE DRAWS RAVES
	GCSANJ NEWS
	DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS
	WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
	GCSANJ MEMBERS ACTIVE IN GCSAA COMMITTEES
	Study shows golf maintenance not a danger to groundwater
	Grass-roots Organization by Mike Celizic Sports Writer for “The Record”
	GCSAA NEWS
	BOOK OUTLINES ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND TURF MANAGEMENT
	GOLF’S ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDIED BY SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE
	GCSAA GIVES $39,000 FOR RESEARCH
	GCSAA NEWS
	GCSAA MEMBERSHIP HITS 10,000
	New Jersey tops in crops
	Jim Gilligan's Column
	Three students receive Musser Foundation Grants
	Don't miss the big one! The 26th Annual Turfgrass Equipment, Irrigation and Supplies Field Day
	Fancy Facts from Fenwick
	Quelling the pesticide alarm
	New service available to New Jersey residents: Right to Know INFOsource
	New service available to New Jersey residents: Right to Know INFOsource
	Pesticide contaminatedclothing requires special attention
	THE BACK NINE
	FRAN OWSIK RECEIVES SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD
	NEW JERSEY SHIFT
	Fancy Facts from Fenwick - the answers:
	PESTICIDE OPERATOR REMINDER
	WHY DO MOSQUITOES BUZZ IN YOUR EAR?
	THE BACK NINE
	WINTER INJURY
	Contaminatedclothing(Continued from page 15)
	Superintendent Profile
	JO-ANN WARD
	Contaminatedclothing(Continued from page 17)
	PATRON DIRECTORY




