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Ridgewood Country Club hosts the 
62nd Senior PGA Championship
By Doug Vogel, Superintendent
Packanack G. C.

It may have rained on his parade, but it did not dampen 
the spirits of Golf Course Superintendent Todd Raisch 
as he prepared the historic Ridgewood Country Club 

for the 62nd Senior PGA Championship held during the week
of May 24-27.

“He was calm, cool and collected,” marveled 
Maplewood Country Club Superintendent Greg Nicoll. 
“Todd remained positive even though it rained, and it had 
an effect on all of us who were around him.”

With an impressive well-trained staff and a pool of 90 
volunteers, Raisch met the monumental challenge of pro­
ducing a major championship caliber course much to the 
liking of all those who played. “The golf course is immacu­
late,” remarked tour member Tom Kite. “Everybody in the 
locker room has been raving about the golf course.” Every­
body—including family and friends who arrived at 4:00 a.m. 
each morning and for the second shift at 4:00 p.m. to volun­
teer their services.

“I was impressed with the whole package. How it looked, 
how Todd handled himself like he did it all the time,” ob­
served volunteer Tom Weinert of the Plant Food Company. 
“I was addicted. I came back to help on Thursday, Friday... 
it was awesome to be a part of it.”

Not many people have a better perspective on Todd’s 
efforts than host PGA Professional Bill Adams. “I have never 
seen a golf course in better condition in any major and I’ve 
been to them all. Todd manages bad weather as well as any­
body I have ever seen. Even with the weather, the pros were 
overwhelmed by the condition of the course.”

“He had this placed dialed in,” added Nicoll. Yet a simple 
one-word assessment on the beauty of Ridgewood’s condi­
tioning by father-in-law Elmer Miller said it best—“PRIS­
TINE.”

The biggest compliment of the week was paid to Raisch 
by Tom Watson, who insisted that Todd stand next to him

Continued on page 3

(Left to right) Ridgewood C.C. Golf Pro Bill Adams, PGA Senior 
Champion Tom Watson and Ridgewood C.C. Golf Course 
Superintendent Todd Raisch.
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Editorial

What's 
Going On

So far this year we have had months of snow cover, followed by al­
most a week of 90 degree plus temperatures, a mini drought and 
over 5 inches of rain on the weekends, and the year is not one third

over. New Jersey is a great place to run a golf course!
If things seem a little rough and you need a little time for learning, 

make it a point to attend the GCSANJ/Rutgers Fine Turf Field Day. That 
event is coming up soon, August 2nd. The time of this event is changed, 
registration starts at 9:30 a.m., with tours starting at 10:00 a.m. and ending 
at 3:00 p.m., to accom­
modate the wishes
of superin­
tendents.
It will
start
and
end ear­
lier than
in the
past.
This will
give everyone
a chance to get the
crew started and miss both the
morning and evening rush hours.

Another event that is in discussion for change is the annual 
meeting. Turnout is always poor and two years ago we moved it to the golf 
house to create more interest. That did not work!! This year there is talk 
about moving the meeting to EXPO. Keep your ears open!

The plans for 75th Anniversary Dinner Cruise are almost complete; 
look for mailings for this great event!

As you can see, the Board of GCSANJ is working hard, trying to think 
of better ways to do things; the Board listens to what you have to say. This 
is your organization, become involved, you’ll be glad you did.

Lets’ hope that the summer is kind! Looking forward to seeing every­
one soon. 



President’s Message
Ed Mellor, Superintendent, Colts Neck Golf & C. C.

In my last President’s message I commented on how our
Association works together like no other group of people
that I am aware of. Since then I received my copy of the 

2001 budget survey. Over 100 superintendents responded to 
this year’s survey. I believe that is a GCSANJ record. Al­
most half the superintendents in the state Association re­
sponded to the 2001 survey. These surveys are conducted 
every two years. If you are still interested in participating, 
simply contact Bruce Peeples, CGCS, at Spring Lake Golf 
Club, and an addendum can be added and mailed to all the 
participants. These surveys are solely for the use of the par­
ticipating superintendents. For all that did participate, we 
ask that you do not share this information with anyone. Some 
of this information could be considered sensitive.

For all of you that have gotten the survey, you’re aware 
of how valuable they are. They contain information on bud­
gets, benefits, cultural practices, rounds played, even irriga­
tion information. Our jobs are approximately half science 
and half art; it’s nice to see how other clubs are managing

their resources and compare that to the way we manage our 
own. I refer to mine regularly.

I would like to thank all those that participated in the 
2001 Budget Survey, and I remind you not to share this in­
formation with others. The next survey will be done in 2003.

Bruce Peeples and his committee did a great job preparing 
this year’s survey. Job well done, Bruce. This is just one 
example of how the members of the GCSANJ stick together 
to help each other.

I would like to thank all those that 
participated in the 2001 Budget 

Survey, and I remind you not to share 
this information with others.

62nd Senior 
PGA Championship
Continued from page 7
during the picture taking at the Champions Banquet. The 
Old Tom Morris recipient was gracious in his praise for all 
involved in his victory. “You can tell your whole staff this is 
the best course we’ve played on all year.”

Todd Raisch mode sure that the rough was!

Calendar
August 2 GCSANJ/Rutgers University Fine

Turf Research Field Day, Hort Farm 
II. Contact Judy Pollastro at 973- 
379-1100

Sept. 17 GCSANJ Invitational,
Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club. 
Host Superintendent, Mark 
DeNoble. Contact Judy Policastro at 
973-379-1100

Oct. 16 GCSANJ Championship, Scotland
Run Golf Course. Host Superinten­
dent, Andrew Franks. Contact Judy 
Policastro at 973-379-1100

Dec. 10 GCSAA/GCSANJ Seminar, Manag­
ing a Multicultural Workforce,
Trump Taj Mahal. Contact GCSAA at 
800-472-7878

Dec. 11-13 NJTA EXPO,TrumpTaj Mahal.
Contact NJTA at 732-821-7134



Member Profile
Getting to know "The Big Root"—Ken Kubik

By Joe Kirilin
Assistant Superintendent
Arcola C.C.

Ir ecently had the pleasure of sitting down and talking 
with Ken Kubik of Grass Roots about his career and 
our industry.
Ken Kubik has served the golf industry for over 30 years 

and fortunately for us he will probably never stop. Ken was 
bom in Newark, New Jersey. He started working in the golf 
business at the age of 13 as a caddie at Crestmont CC lo­
cated in West Orange, New Jersey. He eventually began 
working on the greens crew for Superintendent Pete Pedrazzi 
and was Pete’s assistant superintendent from 1970-73. He 
then took a job as a salesman for the Andrew Wilson Com­
pany until 1978, when he started his own business called 
Grass Roots, which he still owns and operates today.

Ken’s business background and business experience

gave way to his involvement in GCSANJ as advertising 
manager for the newsletter from 1976-79. He also helped 
develop the official newsletter of GCSANJ, The Greenerside. 
Along with assisting superintendents with hosting tourna­
ments and organizing volunteers, Ken has served on the 
Board of Alliance for Environmental Concerns and the New 
Jersey Turfgrass Association Board of Directors. Perhaps 
Ken’s finest achievement was receiving the 1993 GCSANJ 
Distinguished Service Award. You get a real sense when 
talking to Ken about the award that it “really means some­
thing.”

Ken’s secrets to success as a business owner in the turf 
industry are service, service and service. Quick and reliable 
delivery of products that superintendents need is a major 
part of that service commitment. Another tremendous part 
of the service Grass Roots provides is the knowledge and 
experience that Ken has to offer. From some of the outdated 
chemicals no longer in production to the newest chemistry 
that will soon be available, Ken will always tell you what 
works. Perhaps one of the most unique educational events 
that I have had the pleasure of attending is something Ken 
cooked up called Dinner and Dialogue. What Ken does is 
get together a number of superintendents and assistants and 
bring them all down to Grass Roots headquarters in Mount 
Freedom, New Jersey. He has a speaker come in to discuss a 
product that everyone is interested in and then takes every­
one out to dinner. This is yet another tool that Ken uses to 
serve our industry. (And you can all take the advice of John 
Wantz, CGCS, the sangria at that restaurant is some of New 
Jersey’s finest.)

JK: Ken, what made you decide to go into the turf busi­
ness? First on the course, and second as a vendor.

KK: My mother was the office manager at Crestmont
C.C. and every a.m. she would leave me at the caddie yard 
in order to get a loop. I did various jobs at the club, i.e. 
office helper, parked cars, busboy, waiter and eventually 
started working on the greens maintenance staff.

As a vendor: I chose between being a golf course super­
intendent at Sunset Valley G.C. and being a salesman for 
Andrew Wilson, Inc. I chose the latter because it paid ten 
dollars more a week, I received a car and an expense ac­
count ( and the “New Root” was on the way!).

JK: Who were your mentors?

KK: Pete Pedrazzi - I was his assistant at Crestmont
C.C., and Bert Jones - he was my boss at Andrew Wilson, 
Inc.

Continued on page 6

Your Trees Deserve 
the Best of Care!

All Phases of tree Care: 
Residential and Commercial

BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS 
www.bartlett.com

Local Offices:
Denville 973-983-1840
Lebanon 908-735-6619
Ridgewood 201-444-0002 
S. Plainfield  908-    561-9440



Retrofit or New Construction: Hunter Rotors are Ready for the Challenge
Ensure efficient irrigation and reliable performance 
by installing Hunter Golf rotors from tee to green. 
They can handle any irrigation challenge on the 
course and offer an outstanding range of features, 
including advanced filtration, pressure regulation, 
through-the-top adjustment and servicing, plus much 
more. Hunter has lead the irrigation industry in gear- 
drive technology for nearly two decades- and 
continues to manufacture the world's best-selling 
rotors. See your Hunter Golf distributor for an 
update on a complete Hunter irrigation system with 
reliable rotors, valves and controllers.

Hunter
GOLF

8 The Parade West, Kent Town, SA 5067 • Toll free: 1800 811 370 • Toll free fax: 1800 801 737 • www.Hunterlndustries.com

http://www.Hunterlndustries.com


Member Profile
Continued from page 4
JK: What are your finest accomplishments both personally 
and professionally?

KK: Personally: having four wonderful children who con­
tinue to make me proud to be their father.

Professionally: receiving the Distinguished Service 
Award from the GCSANJ.

JK: What do you feel is the toughest issue facing our indus­
try?

KK: Golfers’ expectations of course conditions.

JK: How do you feel about some of the newer technologi­
cal advances coming out on the market (i.e. fertigation, 
chemicals, equipment)?

KK: The newer pesticide technological advances are more 
environmentally sound, and therefore I have a clear con­
science selling the pesticides to the golf course superinten­
dents.

JK: In case people don’t already know, who do you have on 
your staff at Grass Roots?

KK: Ken Kubik - the “Original Root”
Keith Kubik - the “New Root”
Jay McKenna - Operations Manager 
Pete Pedrazzi - “The Legend”
Support group at warehouse - Matt Sedorak, Bill Burke,

Ryan Burbridge and Karen Kubik
Financial office staff - Ginny Kubik and Pixie Smith

JK: What is the best part about your end of the turf busi­
ness?

KK: Being able to work with the fraternity of guys in our 
industry.

JK: My boss calls you the “Original Root” and I have heard 
you referred to as the “Big Root.” So, Ken, you’ve got to set 
the record straight....which do you prefer? And finally is 
Keith known as the “Little Root” or does he have any “root” 
at all?

KK: To clarify any discrepancies.... The “Original Root” is 
Ken. Keith used to be “Root Junior,” but he has done such a 
bang-up job he has become the “New Root” in my eyes.

JK:Ken, once again, thanks for taking the time to let us get 
to know the “Real Root.”

KK: Joe, thank you, always a pleasure.

The Most Effective Tool To 
TREAT And PROMOTE The 

RECOVERY Of Turf Under Stress 
Due To Water Repellency.

Soil surfactants from Aquatrols -
a company you can count on.

(800) 257-7797 / Fax: (856) 751-3859 
www.aquatrols.com

RALPH McGILLIAN
Excavating Contractor

Specializing in Lakes & Ponds
Over 35 years experience in building new ponds, 

enlarging & redesigning existing ponds.
Can get all DEP permits

609-655-2281
174 Plainsboro Road, Cranbury, NJ



GCSANJ news
THE GCSANJ MEETS IN THE EAST

By Shaun Barry
GCSANJ Commercial Representative 
Aventis Environmental Science

When Clark Weld volunteered to host a meeting, I don’t 
think he realized that it would be our first meeting of the 
year. Of course this would be no problem for him unless we 
picked the day when he was aerating greens on the West 
course. As it turned out, the club proved that Murphy’s Law 
is still alive and well. The good news was that Clark’s staff 
got to do something positive for the greens, and he also 
opened up two extra spots for some of our members to en­
joy a new experience. The really good news is that he didn’t 
have to try and make a putt on these Augusta-style greens. 
Only the really talented players seemed to handle their con­
tours and speed. It was an amazing experience. Blue Heron 
Pines East has the visual look of a parkland course but it 
played hard and fast just like a links course. What a great 
combination, and it was quite obvious how much time and 
effort went into preparing this course for play. It is one of 
the newest courses in the state, but Clark, Jeff Riggs (good 
luck on your new course), Pete Lozier and their staff have 
done lots of work to achieve this level of quality so quickly.

Start of play was delayed somewhat but it was not be­
cause Dr. Jim Murphy from Rutgers went too long with his 
presentation. He did a great job, and he was only slightly 
disappointed to find out that he was not the main reason 
why 128 players were attending the meeting. It also was not 
because the lunch (partially sponsored by Lebanon) was 
excellent (it was!) and people couldn’t stop eating, but rather 
because a few of the club’s morning golfers had been di­
verted from the West course to the East because of the aera­
tion. They were out there a little longer than expected, but 
these things do happen.

The delay really did not affect the quality of play for 
our winners. Matt Ceplo made his trip from North Jersey a 
successful journey as his even par 72 easily out-distanced 
the field. John Farrell played well, but his 75 put him in 
second place. In the 15-36 handicap flight Wendell Beakley 
won with an 84, and he beat Jack Montecalvo (88) who has 
been recuperating from a major operation. Tony Raczynski 
(68) and Mike Uckar (64) were winners in the net flight, 
while John Hutchinson (70) and Rick Broome (68) were 
runners-up.

Long drive winners were Alan Beck (Fisher & Son), 
John Betts (Storr Tractor), John Carpinelli (Century Rain 
Aid), Tony Funari, Sr. (Country View), Frank Horan (Leba­

non) and Bill McAteer (Lebanon).
Phil O’Brien showed that he is ready to carry Kevin 

Driscoll once again at the Leslie Cup this year as he won 
two of the Closest-to-the-Pin contests. He was 29 inches on 
the 5th (Finch Turf) and 15 feet 5 inches on the 7th (Fisher & 
Son). Tom Fallacaro hit his 3 feet 3 inches on the 13th (Koonz 
Sprinkler Supply) and Jerry Coscia won the last prize with a 
shot to 11 feet 5 inches on the 17th (Torsilieri)

Our 0-14 Skin winners were M. Ceplo, Craig Kinsey, 
Tony Toto and Jim Woods. In the other flight the champs 
came only from the first half of the alphabet—Harold Busch 
(twice), Steve Chirip, Mike Famularo, Bob Fetzko, John 
Fowler and Byron Johnson. If this trend continues, this might 
be my year for a skin.

Clark was able to join us for dinner so we got a chance 
to thank him for hosting an event that he unfortunately 
couldn’t enjoy like the rest of us did. Perhaps we need to 
come back when you can play, Clark, but in the meantime 
please extend our sincere thanks to everyone involved. Their 
efforts were noticed and appreciated.

WILDWOOD ANSWERS OUR PRAYERS

By Shaun Barry

The good folks at Wildwood G. & C.C. thought that 
they were only scheduling a GCSANJ monthly meeting. It 
now appears that we use their generosity to actually plan for 
some rain if it becomes necessary. Last year our day was

Continued on page 8
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GCSANJ news
Continued from page 7

affected when the rain did not stop in time for us to get the 
group onto the course. This year things were only slightly 
different. The club very kindly asked us to return so we could 
experience the challenges of this wonderful course. Khlar 
Holthouse has moved to the Niagara area since last year, 
and Jeff Staeger moved up to the head position. Hosting the 
meeting was okay with Jeff and it definitely was okay with 
us.

In spite of a strong desire to attend the meeting, which 
was evident from the large field last year, most of our mem­
bers had to stay close to their own courses. A month-long 
drought was still going strong when the deadline for atten-

Continued on page 9

Jim Baird is shown speaking to the GCSANJ at their May Meeting.

Jeff Staeger receives our new 75th anniversary flag from Gregg 
Armbruster for hosting our May meeting at Wildwood Golf& 
Country Club.
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TURF PRODUCTS 
CORPORATION
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973-263-1234



GCSANJ news
Continued from page 8

dance to this meeting passed. Of the 48 members on the list 
there were a few who were unsure until the day of the event. 
Those that did attend had a great time.

Jim Baird gave a great USGA update. Everyone in the 
room seemed to feel very comfortable with Jim knowing 
that he was now going to be part of their professional lives. 
Having the ability to ask questions from a person who will 
have the answers definitely reduces some of the normal daily 
stresses.

During a relaxed lunch that was sponsored by Leon’s 
Sod Farm and Syngenta, the rain decided to stop. It then 
remained dry until about 10 minutes after most of us fin­
ished play. It appears that not only is Jeff a wonderful super­
intendent, but he has some control over the weather. In case 
of an emergency, Jeff’s number is in the directory.

We did have to move the ball in the fairway because of 
casual water, but because the course does drain so well we 
had no problem enjoying the round. Enjoying it the most 
was Tom Grimac. Tom tries to play here whenever possible 
so he does know the course (I know somebody very well 
who also knows the course and he shot 99), but he still had 
to play hard and smart to shoot his 76. He edged out Jason 
Buccino (77). It was Jason’s first meeting as a member, and 
it looks like District III has picked up another player for its 
District team. Tony Funari, Sr. also knows the course and 
his net 67 put him ahead of Damon Berardo’s 71.

Rolf Strobel was closest-to-the-pin on the 5th (Koonz 
Sprinkler) with a shot of 11 feet 10 inches. Bruce Bailey 
took these honors on the 16th (Torsilieri) when he finished at 
5 feet 11 inches. John Farrell had a good day in these skills 
contests. Not only was he closest at the 10th (Wilfred 
MacDonald) with 2 feet 6 inches, he also won two longest 
drives (Storr Tractor and AT Sales). Dave Taylor joined John 
when he won two of the longest drive contests (Century Rain 
Aid and Country View). T. Funari, Sr., Chip Kern and Tom 
Sikes won the last three contests that were sponsored by 
Fisher & Son, Lebanon and Wilfred MacDonald. Mr. Farrell 
also had two skins (I think John was happy he was able to 
make it), and Gregg Armbruster, Ed Casteen, T. Grimac, 
Jack Montecalvo, Steve Rudich and Bob Starry left with 
one each.

With the rain coming down and the drought going away 
there were many smiles all around. It showed after the prizes 
were all given out. Even though most people had long rides 
in front of them, many just stayed late so they could talk and 
joke with some old friends. Everybody seemed relaxed and 
pleased. We had had a wonderful day of education and fun, 
and our prayers had been answered. It doesn’t get any better

Low gross and low net winners at Wildwood G. & C.C. are (left to 
right): Tom Grimac, Damon Berardo, Tony Funari, Sr. and Jason 
Buccini.

than that. Wildwood G. & C.C. was a sensational host and 
we will return if they will have us back.

Continued on page 10
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COMMERCIAL VENDORS
KEEP THE TROOPS FED DURING 

THE PGA SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP

By Ken Krausz, CGCS

Todd Raisch, superintendent at Ridgewood Country 
Club, had the task of making his showcase golf course shine 
a lot easier by all the help that was provided by volunteer 
members of GCSANJ and other friends and family of Todd’s. 
Making all the volunteers comfortable was a task that was 
provided by over 20 vendors of the golf course industry.

One of the maintenance garage bays was turned into the 
Hospitality Area and “Command Central” of the grounds 
department. If you needed a cup of coffee and a Krispy 
Kream in the morning it was there. At lunchtime a hot meal 
was available, and at any time during the day volunteers 
could be seen watching the weather channel or the golf tour­
nament while socializing with friends.

The following is a list of supporters of the hospitality 
area. Todd and I, along with anyone else that made it to the 
maintenance area, say thank you for helping make the tour­
nament a little more enjoyable!

Corporate Sponsors
Aventis E.S.
Bayer Corporation
Bruce Corbett Excavating, Inc.
Cleary Chemical/Grass Roots, Inc.
Course Contractors, Inc.
Dow Chemical
Egypt Farms, Inc.
E/T Equipment Company
Grass Roots, Inc.
Griffin LLC
James Barrett Associates
Koonz Sprinkler Supply
Lebanon Seaboard Corporation
Lesco
Ortiz Landscaping LLC
Plant Food Co., Inc.
Riggi Paving, Inc.
Storr Tractor Company
Syngenta
Tree-Tech
Wilfred MacDonald, Inc.

UPPER MONTCLAIR COUNTRY CLUB 
HOSTS THE NFL GOLF CLASSIC

By Ken Krausz, CGCS

The tournament was pushed back a couple of weeks and 
what a difference that made. When Bob Dickison, CGCS, 
gave his morning pep talk to the grounds crew and volun­
teers, we were able to walk out of his shop and into the 
daybreak. Usually the 5:00 a.m. start would mean raking 
the first few bunkers in the dark.

Bob did his usual wonderful job in preparing UMCC 
for the tournament. One thing about the pushed-back date is 
that the deadline for The Greenerside was the same time, so 
in the interest of putting this issue “to rest” (an editor’s term) 
I will leave you with the following pictures:

(Left to right) 
Tom Watson 
with Bob 
Dickison, CGCS.

Bruce Colbert
(left),GCSAA- 

sponsored 
golfer, with Bob 
Dickison, CGCS.

From left, Steve 
Chirip,Shaun 
Barry, Ken Kubik 
and Gerald 
Fountain.



Certified Help Available
By Paul Dotti
Superintendent, Edgewood C.C.

It seems more and more golf courses are members of the
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary System, but many do 

mot wish to go through the categories to obtain the cer­
tified status or are not sure how to proceed with the pro­
gram. The program was designed to create environmental 
guidelines for superintendents to manage their own golf 
courses by. Of course, raising mowing heights and natural­
izing may not be acceptable at many clubs. These guide­
lines are not set in stone, and everyone manages their own 
course differently. Oftentimes people are not sure how to 
approach a certain category or are intimidated by how much
time a category may require.

Today more than ever, we as golf course superinten­
dents are under a microscope on how we manage our facili­
ties. We are usually perceived as “water wasters” and “spray 
fanatics,” when in reality, we are probably the most edu­
cated when it comes to applying both. It irritates me when it 
is raining and you see a homeowner’s or corporation’s sprin­
kler system running. Yet we are perceived as the water waster.

Being involved in the Audubon Program, our club not 
only received full certification last year, we are also looked 
upon differently by our community. We adopted a grammar 
school in town, and we are now in the process of consulting 
another one in the next town over. We had a class trip come 
to our club. The children got to see native areas, bluebirds, 
wildlife and wildflowers. Now people don’t see Edgewood 
as an exclusive gated private club anymore, but a haven for 
wildlife and nature.

I think it is a good thing for as many clubs to become

certified as possible. This is not only good public relations 
for our association, it is also a positive for our profession.

As mentioned earlier, there are many members of the

ACSP in the metropolitan area, but only a few have achieved 
full certification. If you are a member and do not know how 
to get started or are having trouble in a certain category, feel 
free to call me anytime, and I will try to help you as much as 
possible. Or you can call the ACSP at 518-767-9051. If time 
is a factor, there are companies out there now that will come 
in for a fee and help you through the certification process.

I can be reached for questions at 201-666-0290 or e- 
mailed at edgepaul@hotmail.com.

We are usually perceived as “water 
wasters” and “spray fanatics "when in 
reality, we are probably the most edu­
cated when it comes to applying both.

C 
C 
I

Course Contractors, Inc.
Golf Course Construction & Improvements

Dennis Shea
Division Manager

P.O. Box 158 
Mt. Freedom, NJ 07970

800-936-2652 • Fax: 973-895-5578

Member GCSAA and NJGCSA

Special
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For more 
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GCSAA 
Service Center 

at 1-800-472-7878

To celebrate GCSAA’s 75th 
Anniversary we are offering a specia 
membership dues rebate program 
beginning January 1, 2001 and 
continuing through March 1, 2002 
During this time, superintendents 
and assistant superintendents joinin 
GCSAA for the first time can do sc 
for just $75*!

In addition to this amazing 
rebate, you will receive FREE 
REGISTRATION to the GCSAA 

International Golf Course 
Conference and Show 
of your choice!

* Offer limited to superintendents and assis­
tant superintendents joining GCSAA for 
the first time or those superintendents and 
assistant superintendents whose member­
ships have lapsed for at least two years.



GCSAA news
TO TEST OR NOT TEST: 

GCSAA EDUCATION SEMINAR 
CHANGES

Please be advised that as of July 1, 2001, there is no 
longer a mandatory testing requirement for GCSAA educa­
tional programs. This change will be reflected throughout 
the GCSAA curriculum and will include GCSAA Confer­
ence Seminars, Regional Seminars, Chapter-Administered 
Seminars and External Education programs.

Instructors may still give a test if they so desire; how­
ever, this requirement will no longer distinguish a PDU of­
fering from a CEU offering. The Education Department 
would strongly recommend that there still be some form of 
assessment for the educational offering so that members can 
be sure of having gained something from the program.

To be eligible for PDUs and CEUs, a program will still 
need to meet the 3.5-hour time requirement. With the elimi­
nation of the mandatory testing, you might be wondering 
how to determine whether an offering should be eligible for 
PDUs or CEUs. Please use the following definitions to help 
you make that decision:

To Qualify for CEUs - A program/seminar/session must 
have clear, written learning objectives on a single topic area 
that is at least 3.5 hours in length.

To Qualify for PDUs - Aprogram/conference with no speci­
fied learning objectives on several diverse session topics 
that are each less than 3.5 hours in length. The combined 
sessions must be at least 3.5 hours in length.

When preparing your own conferences and meetings, if 
you have a program that stands alone from the rest of your 
conference, you might consider this for CEUs, as long as it 
meets the other requirements listed above.

For questions about PDU requirements, please contact 
Penny Mitchell, senior manager of Certification, at 800-472- 
7878, ext. 484 or e-mail to: pmitchell@gcsaa.org. If you have 
questions about CEU requirements, please contact Nicolas 
Shump, education sales and program coordinator, at 800- 
472-7878, ext. 650 or e-mail to: nshump@gcsaa.org.

GOLF COURSES ARE WHERE 
THE WILD THINGS ARE

Golf course superintendents, caretakers of the nation’s 
golf courses, are more and more be­
coming caretakers of the earth, accord­
ing to a recent survey of the profes­
sion. Wildlife, both good and bad, was 
just one topic [see Note to Editors] in 
a wide-ranging leadership survey that 
polled superintendents on issues af­
fecting golfers, the game of golf and 
the golf industry.

According to golf course superin­
tendents, wildlife habitat on golf 
courses is on the increase. The major­
ity (66%) of superintendents has added 
natural ecosystems on their courses in 
the last five years with the majority 
(39%) adding between 2-5 acres of 
wildlife space.

Environment: Geese, not gophers, su­
perintendents 9 enemy number one

Superintendents were asked to rate 
the animals and insects most inclined 
to harm the habitat they are entrusted 

Continued on page 14

FROM GREAT SEED 
GOOD FORTUNES GROW

L-93 Creeping Bentgrass 
Southshore Creeping Bentgrass 
Putter Creeping Bentgrass 
Jamestown II Chewing Fescue 
Award Kentucky Bluegrass 
NuGlade Kentucky Bluegrass 
Caddieshack Perennial Ryegrass 
TopGun Perennial Ryegrass 
Freedom II Kentucky Bluegrass 
Odyssey Kentucky Bluegrass 
Liberator Kentucky Bluegrass

JACKLIN SEED
A Division of Simplot Turf & Horticulture

Ask for our Variety and 
Preformulated Product catalog 
for a full listing of our varieties

Call for Distrubutor Information
1-800-688-7333
www.JacklinSeed.com Simplot



When you spend 87 years listening, 
you pick up a few tips.

To all of us at Toro, there is no better source of information for our product 
designers and distributor professionals than people like you. When we are able to 
listen to your ideas, address your concerns and answer your questions, we are 
better able to make products that get the job done. And get it done right. 
Were proud of our long-standing history, but were most excited about the future. 
After all, with a relationship we both can count on, who knows how far we’ll go?

Storr Tractor Company
3191 Highway 22, Somerville, NJ 08876
908-722-9830

TORO  www.toro.com

http://www.toro.com


GCSAA news
Continued from page 12
with preserving. Geese were cited (41%) as wildlife that 
caused the most destruction on the golf course, edging out 
moles (11%), deer/elk (10%) and gophers (9%) for top hon­
ors.

Gophers, however, remain uppermost in the minds of 
superintendents who overwhelmingly report “Caddyshack” 
as their favorite movie (62%).

When queried about harmful insects, the nation’s su­
perintendents stated that root-feeding insects such as grubs 
(60%) were the overwhelming choice for being the most 
harmful to golf course conditions.

Not only are superintendents adding native wildlife acre­
age on their golf courses, but they also prefer an unblem­
ished, natural landscape (69%) or a body of water (18%) to 
abut their courses.

Environment: Drought and water superintendents' biggest 
challenge

For the second year, water and lack of it, figured promi­
nently in the annual survey. Drought and water supply short­

ages were cited by 45% of the nation’s superintendents as 
being the biggest environmental threat to their golf courses 
in the next year. The findings are consistent with the 2000 
GCSAA Leadership Survey, which revealed that 50% of

superintendents cited drought as their number one environ­
mental concern.

Effective water utilization and management is essential 
to superintendents who identified computer irrigation sys­
tems as the most important piece of technology for golf 
course operation (65%). “Just as advancements in technol­
ogy have had a profound effect in the playing of the game— 
balls, club heads, shafts and alternative spikes—so too have 
they improved golf course conditioning activities,” GCSAA 
President Tommy Witt, CGCS, said. “Computerized irriga­
tion systems have enabled golf course superintendents to 
use water in an effective manner. We can now control irri­
gation with precision in terms of the amount of water put on 
the golf course, the duration it is applied and the location it 
is directed.”

Continued on page 16

GCSAA President Tommy Witt, CGCS, 
said, “Computerized irrigation 

systems have enabled golf course
superintendents to use water in an 

effective manner."

Geo. Schofield Co., Inc.
P.O. BOX 110. BOUND BROOK. NEW JERSEY 08805

• Bunker Sands • Construction Gravels
• Construction Sands/Blends • Cart Path Materials• Topdressings • Landscape Materials
• SUPRGRO Topsoil • STABILIZER BlendingCustomized blends available with our new mobile blending equipment.

★ U.S.G.A. specification products. ★

(732)
356-0858

JAMES BARRETT ASSOCIATES, INC.
GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION DESIGN AND CONSULTING

JIM BARRETT
PRESIDENT

P.O.Box 853 
Montclair, NJ 07042 
973-744-8237 
Fax 973-744-0457



Service drives sales. We understand this at Pennington Seed and provide you 
with personal attention every step of the way. We have always followed 
every new seed through its development from initial breeding to university 
research and testing, and all the way up to its delivery. Expect the highest 
quality and latest developments. Like our new certified Princess«77 Hybrid 
Seeded Bermudagrass, the first and only true turf-type hybrid seeded 
Bermuda. And Plantation Turf-Type Tall Fescue, which was recently rated at 
the very top of NTEP’s overall quality tests.

Together with our new partner Lofts Seed, we offer over 125 years of 
experience in the grass seed industry. So get into the swing of the best 
service in turfgrass with Pennington Seed.

1-800-286-6100, Ext. 281
sportturf@penningtonseed.com

www.penningtonseed.com

Lofts Seed
A Division of Pennington Seed, Inc.



GCSAA news
Continued from page 14
Superintendents Render Their Decision: Side with PGA 
Tour and USGA

Although the case has yet to be resolved by the Supreme 
Court, superintendents ruled for the PGA Tour in its legal 
dispute with Casey Martin. Fifty-four percent of superin­
tendents supported the Tour’s position against the use of 
golf cars by players during tournament play. However, the 
results were not clear-cut, as 37% of superintendents sup­
ported Casey Martin’s side of the issue. While superinten­
dents may have disagreed about Casey Martin and golf cars, 
there was definitive support for the USGA in its dispute with 
golf equipment manufacturers about the marketing of non- 
USGA approved golf clubs and balls. Sixty-six percent sup­
ported the USGA position with only 26% opposing the is­
sue.

Superintendents selected alternative spikes as the golf 
equipment technology to have the most impact on the game

(37%), with metal woods (19%) and golf cars (16%) as the 
next most significant innovations. “When alternative spikes 
first entered the marketplace about a decade ago, golf course 
superintendents as a group were cautiously optimistic,” said 
Witt. “We saw the positive impact on putting surfaces, but 
the key was golfer acceptance. The golfers have now clearly 
spoken as the vast majority has switched from metal spikes 
to some type of alternative. The widespread use of these 
types of spikes has made for much better ball rolling on 
putting surfaces.”

Superintendents Rate Tiger Woods Golf’s Most Powerful 
Golf superintendents were asked to rate the most pow­

erful figure in golf today. In overwhelming numbers, Tiger
Woods (48%) was voted the industry’s most powerful, eas­
ily beating PGA Tour Commissioner Tim Finchen (10%) 
and Jack Nicklaus (9%).

Continued on page 17

No matter what the task, we offer a 
wide selection of the most reliable vehicles 
you can buy, To find out more, call or drop 
by your nearest authorized Carryall dealer.

CARRYALL
Authorized Dealer

JOHN A. CZERWINSKI
------- REPRESENTATIVE —

GOLF CARS, INC,

215-340-0880 OFFICE 
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And superintendents report their favorite golf tourna­
ment is the Masters (53%), followed by the U.S. Open (20%) 
and the Ryder Cup (11%).

Note to Editors: The 2001 GCSAA Golf Leadership Survey 
was conducted at GCSAA s 72nd International Golf Course 
Conference and Show in Dallas from February 11-17, 2001. 
The computer-based survey probed 990 golf course super­
intendents on trends in golf and golf course management. 
Others in attendance, but not participating in the survey, 
include course owners, architects, general managers, and 
club and course officials.

Survey Results: This press release provides an overview and 
highlights of the 2001 GCSAA Golf Leadership Survey. As 
we ve selected to highlight the most significant findings, you 
may notice that percentages noted in this release do not to­
tal 100%. Full results from the GCSAA are available. 

Special membership Offer!
To celebrate GCSAA’s 75th Anniversary we are offering a special 

membership dues rebate program beginning January 1, 2001 

and continuing through March 1, 2002.

During this time, superintendents and assistant superintendents 

joining GCSAA for the first time can do so for just $75*!

In addition to this amazing rebate, you will receive FREE 

REGISTRATION to the GCSAA International Golf Course 

Conference and Show of your choice!

All of this 
for just

For more information contact the GCSAA Service Center at 1-800-472-7878
* Offer limited to superintendents and assistant superintendents joining GCSAA for the first time or those superintendents and assistant superintendents whose memberships have lapsed for at least two years.



The encounter
By Doug Vogel, Superintendent
Packanack Lake C. C.

Volunteering to help fellow superintendents has al­
ways been a great way to see other golf courses, 
pick up a few ideas and meet interesting people. The 

experience at the Ridgewood Country Club was no differ­
ent as I helped Todd Raisch prepare for the 62nd Senior PGA
Championship.

Raking traps is my preferred task, and Todd was quick 
to put me in charge of a crew after finding out that I am 
known as the Babe Ruth of all trap rakers. I did not disap­
point him as the raking skills of my crew were regaled by 
officials, players and ourselves.

“Who raked these bunkers, Vogel’s guys?” exclaimed 
an impressed Lee Trevino.

“Boys, these traps are as pretty as the fairway,” com­
mented the PGA Rules official.

Every morning when we finished I always looked for­
ward to the walk back to the maintenance shop, a time to 
relax and enjoy the beauty of the course, even in the rain. As 
I strolled up #17 on Wednesday, I came upon two distin­
guished looking gentlemen standing under a large tulip tree.

“We meet again, my friend,” the well dressed man with

mustache said. “I recall we engaged in conversation at the 
Winged Foot Club a few years back. You were a greenkeeper 
with a penchant for history if my memory serves me well.”

It was the man with the pipe and his memory served

him very well.
“My friend, Paul, and I have been discussing the condi­

tions of this magnificent piece of property. The membership 
must be greatly satisfied with the way in which their 
greenkeeper practices his craft.”

“I was employed here at Ridgewood many years past,” 
added the man in overalls. “This young greenkeeper has pro­
duced conditions of which I am not familiar. I am extremely 
proud of him. Might you know where he stalls his horses? 
We have some sugar cubes as a little reward for their part in 
this impressive undertaking.”

The rain started to increase in intensity, so I shook hands 
with the two, bid them farewell and started a fast-paced trot 
back toward the hospitality room. “Will I be seeing you at 
Shackamaxon in September?” yelled the pipe smoker.

Yes, Albert, I said to myself. I am very much looking 
forward to it. 

The experience at the Ridgewood 
Country Club was no different as I 

helped Todd Raisch prepare for the 62nd 
Senior PGA Championship.

Are Your Ponds Greener Than Your Fairways '

Pond Management Services

• Algae/weed control
• Aeration
• Grass carp
• GPS/GIS mapping
• Environmental audits
• Wetland permits
• Dredging

Contact us for a free quote !
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Superior 
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chemistry from 
Griffin LLC

Al Phillips
1-856-478-6704
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THE MOST PROFITABLE 
SQUARE FOOT

ON YOUR COURSE.

Call Toll Free: 1-866-230-1020
wwwJtnweother.com

■ Avoid costly weather delays ml expenses. Use the accurate and 
easy-to-use forecasts and current radar maps to schedule staffing, 
chemical applications, irrigation, and course maintenance.

■ Maximize course sAeduling ml tee tunes. With access to current, 
accurate weather information, course events and tee times can be 
postponed or delayed, rather than canceled, increasing your profits 
and ensuring players* safety.

■ Use o single source to quickly and easly access the information you 
need. The C&P Press Turf Product Index is included with your system, 
along with évapotranspiration tables, a helpful tool for accurately 
planning watering and chemical applications, and much more.

NOW AVAILABLE: THOR GUARD LIGHTNING PREDICTION SYSTEM



Vendor Spotlight Shearon Golf
Shearon Golf is a full-service golf course design/build 
and maintenance firm specializing in the development 
of new courses and the renovation of existing golf 

facilities. Operating from locations in Princeton and 
Voorhees, New Jersey, and Plymouth Meeting and West 
Chester, Pennsylvania, Shearon has served the Northeast
area’s finest golf courses for more than 14 years.

Established in 1986, Shearon offers a turnkey approach
to meeting the challenges of the ever-changing golf course 
industry. Whether designing a new championship course or 
a state-of-the-art learning center, renovating a classic de­
sign or executing an extensive redesign, Shearon Golf’s tal­
ented team of professionals can cover every aspect of the 
project. Our staff of golf course designers, ornamental hor­
ticulturists, arborists, agronomists, golf course construction 
experts and irrigation specialists works together to ensure 
that each project achieves the utmost in playability, main­
tainability and aesthetics. This, when combined with our 
extensive, professionally maintained fleet of equipment, al­
lows us to provide quality golf at affordable prices.

Shearon has the ability to provide a full range of site 
design services, ranging from golf course master planning 
to detailed site-specific landscape designs. Our staff design­
ers will work closely with the superintendent, membership 
and local regulatory agencies to produce a design/master

plan that everyone will admire. Shearon’s design themes 
adhere to a common sense approach, where budgetary needs 
and maintenance after construction are integral in the de­
sign process. Our design experience includes the redesign 
of White Marsh Valley Country Club, a George Thomas 
design established in 1908; Mill River Country Club in

Stratford, Conn., where we have completed an 18-hole re­
construction over the past year; and the Manchester Coun­
try Club in Bedford, N.H., a sensitive redesign of this Donald 
Ross masterpiece. Most recently, Shearon’s first original 18- 
hole design, River Winds in West Deptford, N.J., is in pro­
cess. Here, Shearon is not only the architectural firm, but 
will be responsible for construction, grow-in and mainte­
nance.

Whether constructing a new design or a renovation, 
Shearon Golf’s construction experts are sensitive to the pres­
ervation of the natural features of the land, as well as the 
intelligent interpretation of the architectural plan. The qual­
ity of our workmanship is evident in the numerous courses 
that have benefited from our outstanding construction ser­
vices, including Merion Golf Club in Ardmore, Penn. Here, 
over a six-year period working with superintendents Dick 
Bator and Paul B. Latshaw, Shearon returned the famous 
quarry, which runs from the 16th to the 18th holes, to its origi­
nal intent. We also reconstructed the majority of all tees and 
put in extensive drainage throughout the golf course includ­
ing the 11th and 15th greens. All this under the watchful eyes 
of these two very demanding superintendents. Other promi­
nent construction projects included work at Trenton Coun­
try Club, Green Acres Country Club, Hopewell Valley Coun­
try Club, Bedens Brook Golf Course, Cherry Valley Coun­
try Club, Springdale Country Club, Atlantic City Country 
Club and Medford Lakes Country Club, to name a few.

As Shearon’s construction experience grew, the size of 
the projects also expanded to include our first 18-hole con­
struction project, Jericho National. Here, working with ar­
chitect Dana Fry, Shearon completed all the finish grading, 
tee, green and bunker construction. The successful comple­
tion of Jericho led to the construction of two other courses 

Continued on page 21

Shearon has the ability to provide a 
full range of site design services, 
ranging from golf course master 
planning to detailed site-specific

landscape designs.

Shearon Golf
A division of
Shearon Environmental Design Company

Construction / Maintenance

Restorations / Renovations

Arboriculture

Design

Drainage Experts 

Custom Spray Applicators 

Certified Irrigation Installers

337 Route 31 • Hopewell, NJ • 08525   (609) 466-0666 
www.shearongolf.com



Vendor Spotlight Shearon Golf
Continued from page 20

for Meadow Brook Golf. They are Tattersall Golf Club in 
West Chester, Penn., a Rees Jones design, and the just opened 
Valley Brook Golf Course in River Vale, where the Shearon 
golf team built the entire golf course including bulk earth, 
irrigation installation, feature shaping, finish work, et al. This 
entire project was completed in 13 months!

In addition to our design and construction capabilities, 
Shearon offers exceptional golf course maintenance services. 
In conjunction with its sister company, Shearon Environ­
mental Design, Shearon Golf has grown to over 300 em­

ployees strong and provides an extensive array of services, 
including irrigation, arboriculture, custom spray applications, 
aeration and overseeding.

Shearon Golf strives to provide the golf industry with 
top quality service that is affordable, reliable and flexible. 
That’s the Shearon Golf advantage! For more information 
on Shearon Golf and how we can assist you in all of your 
golf course endeavors, please contact Chip Kern, CGCS, at 
609-466-0666 or visit us on the web at 
www.shearongolf.com.

Visit the GCSA web site at www.gcsa.com

 

PROformance Golf Sands
U.S. Silica offers quality construction and maintenance products:
• Pro White™ Bunker Sands
• Sure Play™ Top Dressing Sands
• Sure Play " Root Zone Mixes
• Sure Play” Drainage Media
U.S. Silica Golf Sands are offered from 12 locations 
throughout the United States including New Jersey. 
Our products enhance the beauty of your course, 
reduce maintenance and meet ail USGA 
recommendations. U.S. Silica is the name to trust for 
quality material and superior PROformance.

For more, information, call U.S. Silica Company toll free at (866) 321-SAND or 
e-mail at sales@ussiHca.com Visit us on the web at www.golfsand.com

© 2001 U.S. SILICA 
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From the links
Recently I came across an article written by Bob 
Boyfuss of the Cornell Cooperative Extension Ser­
vice of Greene County, N.Y. I thought it is worth

sharing.

1. Be firmly rooted in your particular place. Trees are 
not wishy-washy, nor are they easily pushed around or moved 
once they have become established. Some humans have these 
attributes too. Together they are referred to as “integrity.”

2. Be firmly rooted, but learn to bend when necessary.
If the trees could not bend from the wind or the weight of 
the snow, they would blow over or break into pieces. Sur­
vival requires the ability to bend. Humans, too, are far less 
likely to break down if they can learn how to bend a little, 
yet still be able to bounce back.

3. It is okay to lean a little. Gravity and sunlight cause 
trees to grow straight up, but wind and other elements plus 
time can modify an upright stance. It is certainly desirable 
to remain firmly rooted in one’s beliefs or principles, but it 
is also possible to lean one way or the other without com­
promising.

Continued on page 23
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From the links
Continued from page 22

4. It is important to grow a little each year. Trees that 
cease to grow soon perish. Growth need not be linear or 
obvious or even physical, but it should be as regular and 
routine as the passing of the seasons. Humans who stop grow­
ing also begin to die, whether they know it or not.

5. Shed a little excess baggage each year. The leaves on 
trees are not permanent! In order for new growth to occur, 
trees must shed non-productive leaves. Humans also need 
to shed some excess baggage on a regular basis (I am not 
just referring to the extra pounds we seem to put on each 
year—especially in our “middle” age).

6. It is good to have tough bark. The most alive and grow­
ing tissue on a tree is just beneath the bark. A tough bark 
protects this vital tissue from all sorts of damage. Our bod­
ies need tough bark (thick skin) to protect our tender souls

from all sorts of emotional damage.

7. Develop an extensive, wide-spreading root system.
Roots are not just for anchorage. Roots absorb water and 
nutrients while forming complex inter-relationships with 
other roots, fungi, plants and animals. Humans are also a 
product of their immediate environment. If we can reach 
out far and wide, beyond our arm’s or leg’s length (our 
dripline?) to absorb or use what is out there, we too will 
thrive.

8. Tolerate some shade or provide some shade. Most 
trees will grow bigger, taller and stronger in full sunlight,

Continued on page 28

GCSANJ Education 
Committee needs 
your input
By Paul Dotti
Superintendent, Edgewood C.C.
District I Director
GCSANJ Education Chairperson

It has been the consensus that we as an Association need 
to concentrate more of our efforts on education. While 
we all have certain topics that pertain to our courses, 

we often find that we will not attend a seminar if the topic 
does not concern us. As Education Committee chairman, I 
would like to get some feedback from our members on top­
ics they would like to see covered in the future. If I know 
certain topics are requested more, seminars can be targeted 
to meet those requests. For instance, dollar spot is an ongo­
ing issue that we all want to learn more about, as is worm
casts and moss on greens.

Please let me know of any issue you would like to see 
covered in the future, and I will try my best to concentrate 
on the most requested ones. You can e-mail me at 
edgepaul@hotmail.com or fax me your requests at 201 -722- 
9040.1 look forward to hearing from you. 

Specializing 
in sand, 
stone 
and soils

MITCHELL PRODUCTS

□ GC-500 treated topdressing

□ TriCure soil surfactant

□ Crushed quartzite bunker sand

□ Manufactured topsoil / compost

□ Crushed stone and rip rap

□ Green divot sand and mix

□ Green waste compost

Complete line: 

Root zone, tee 

& divot mixes, 

dry sands, 

drainage stone

MITCHELL
PRODUCTS
Millville, NJ 
856.327.2005 
Fax: 856.327.6881 
Email:
dmitch67 @aol.com



Government update
New Jersey

S.B. 217b the “Pesticide Use Reduction Recognition 
Act” would require the Department of Environmental Pro­
tection to create a program for the recognition of voluntary 
pesticide use reduction. Under the program, a governing body 
of a county, municipality or school district would be eli­
gible to receive a certificate from the agency upon their 
pledge that I PM was used on all property under their con­
trol.

New York
A. 1746 would create a temporary state commission on 

pesticide application to evaluate and make recommendations 
on the sale, use and application of industrial strength pesti­
cides in urban areas. (The bill sponsor’s staff could not de­
fine “industrial strength pesticide” for us.) The commission 
would be responsible for creating a brochure to distribute to 
the public describing the dangers posed by the use of indus­
trial strength pesticides.

The use of power leaf and lawn blowers would be re­
stricted statewide under A. 4086/S. 2745. Equipment use 
would be limited to the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. (Mon­

day through Friday) and from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. (Sat­
urday and Sunday). Operation of such equipment outside

these hours could result in a civil penalty of up to $ 100 per 
violation.

A. 5553/S. 2940 would require golf courses to post signs 
at the first and 10th tees stating the date of application and 
the trade names of all pesticides applied. Signs would have 
to be placed at the time of application and remain posted for

Continued on page 25

S.B. 2171, the “Pesticide Use Reduction 
Recognition Act" would require the 

Department of Environmental 
Protection to create a program for the 
recognition of voluntary pesticide use

reduction.

Complete Tree and Shrub Care 
by Professionals

At SavATree, we pride ourselves on our ability to provide quality care for your trees and shrubs. Our team of 
certified experts and professional crews can design a maintenance program to help promote health and vigor all 
year long. Some of our services include:

• Artistic Maintenance Pruning
• Storm Damage Prevention
• 24-hour Emergency Service
• Safety Audits
• Plant Health Care Programs

• Construction Damage Prevention
• Cabling / Bracing
• Tree Removal / Stump Routing
• Support from 11 Branch Locations
• Lightning Protection

Call Today To Arrange Your Complimentary Consultation!

(201)891-53 79
Northern, NJ

(908)301-9400
Central, NJ

(609) 924-8494
Southern, NJ

SavATree
The Tree and Shrub Care Company



Government update
notification to individuals likely to be adversely affected by 
the application and post signs around and along the perim-

eter and at public access points to the treated tidal wetland. 
Public notice in a local newspaper would be required seven 
days and then again at three days prior to the application.

A. 5147 would require commercial sod producers and

Continued on page 27

Golf courses would be required to have 
at least one functional cardiac 

defibrillator and train employees on the 
proper operation and use of such 

equipment under A.B. 5966.

Reed Perrine
Fertilizers • Grass Seed • Control Products
MAIN STREET • TENNENT NJ 07763

 SALES, INC.

Your Partners 
For Total Control

Continued from page 24

two full days following the date of application.
The use of pesticides classified by the EPA as human 

carcinogens or Category I or II acute toxicity products would 
be banned on golf courses under A. 5565. The state envi­
ronmental commissioner would be able to prohibit the use 
of products that could cause groundwater contamination, 
wildlife kills or threaten endangered species.

Golf courses would be required to have at least one func­
tional cardiac defibrillator and train employees on the proper 
operation and use of such equipment under A.B. 5966. The 
bill would also provide a liability clause for any person who 
would voluntarily render emergency treatment using the 
defibrillator.

A new section on pesticide safety would be added to the 
state environmental conservation law under A.B. 5265. The 
new section would require certified applicators to notify local 
fire departments and emergency response personnel of all 
pesticides stored at their facility, as well as prepare an emer­
gency response plan for potential pesticide leaks. The sec­
tion would also set specific requirements for pesticide stor­
age facilities, including how pesticides must be stored and 
secured.

Individuals applying pesticides in or within 100 feet of 
a tidal wetland would be required to obtain a permit under 
A. 5194. A permit would only be granted if the commis­
sioner could confirm that an IPM program was in place that 
included the use of biological and cultural methods to treat 
the target organism; chemical treatments could only be used 
as a last resort. Applicators would be required to provide

CLEARY

800-222-1065 ext. 5
Chris Zelley • Matt Anasiewicz • Keith Haines • Greg Mendina

PROVEN PERFORMANCE WITH

Adams Earth
Organic Soil Amendment

AND

Liquid
Fertilizers

some formulations include:
• 0-0-25 w/Sulfur • 20-0-0 50% SRN
• 12-3-12 50% SRN & Micros *20-3-3 20% SRN & Iron
• 18-3-6 50% SRN & Micros • Sugar Cal 10%

PLANT FOOD COMPANY, INC.
The Liquid Fertilizer Experts

38 Hightstown-Cranbury Station Rd. • Cranbury, NJ 08512 
Toll Free: (800) 562-1291 • Fax: (609) 443-8038

E-Mail: pfc@plantfoodco.com 
Visit our Website @ www.plantfoodco.com

www.plantfoodco.com


Ask the golf course architect
By Edward M. Beidel, Jr., ASGCA, RLA
Vice President and Director of Golf Services
Daft-McCune- Walker, Inc.
Towson, Maryland

Our golf course is beginning to show signs of age and we 
are considering renovations. What are the advantages of a 
Golf Course Master Plan? (Part one of a two-part column.)

Consider the Master Plan as a blueprint to guide the 
renovation of your course, just as the original blue 
prints guided its construction. By doing some 

thoughtful planning, the project will proceed smoothly and 
with fewer headaches for the club personnel, greens com­
mittee, and golf course superintendent and maintenance staff 

A Master Plan can address a variety of goals and de­
sires for renovation. First, master planning can help a facil­
ity maintain its competitive edge with other, newer facili­
ties. By updating and refreshing the visual quality of the 
course, through the addition or redesign of tees, greens and

bunkers, a course can take on an entirely new character and 
add strategic playing value. Particularly, those courses de­
signed during the “low maintenance era” of golf course de­
sign (for example, post World War II), now look bland or 
lack character when compared to newer courses.

Second, a Master Plan can address a challenge shared 
by many existing courses, that of maintaining poorly located 
and constructed golf features. Consider, for example, sand 
bunkers that lack sub-drainage, thereby affecting play or 
forcing the maintenance crew to spend additional time ad­
dressing the problem. Relatedly, trees that are too close to 
greens or tee boxes reduce the amount of air movement and 
sun needed to maintain quality turf, again requiring addi­
tional mechanical and human resources. Thus, master plan­
ning can address problem maintenance issues, which in turn 
can enhance aesthetics and playing issues.

Third, Master Plan renovations, reconstructions or en­
hancements can generate new interest in a course, and by 
incorporating even small changes, such as additional tee 
boxes, will attract new members or users to a facility. Par­
ticularly with the increasing numbers of female, junior and 
senior golfers, a facility that can accommodate various lev­
els of skill, while still providing a challenge to low handi­
cap golfers, will hold a distinctive advantage over other, less 
accommodating courses in the area.

Continued on page 29

Aerate, amend and topdress - 
play in 1 hour on a smooth surface

The only machine in the world that injects high volumes of dry material. 
Before you buy, contract your greens aeration to us.

Tired of drill-and-fill and time-consuming greens aeration? 
The new Land Pride Dryject™ injects soil amendments or 
topdressing so fast you can aerate, amend, and topdress 
in one pass. You’re back in play in 1 hour on a smooth 
putting surface. Adjust injection depth from 2” to 10” 
deep. Aerate and inject up to 8 cubic feet of amendment 
per 1000 sq. ft. at 10,000 sq. ft. per hour. Now, for 
about $ 15K, you’ll have unequaled versatility for 

injecting both dry and liquid materials. Easy operation.
No maintenance headaches.

LAND PRIDE

DryJect
Available exclusively from 

Advanced Agro Technologies, Inc., Wayside, NJ

1-800-270-TURF
E-mail: turf@epix.net



Government update
Continued from page 25

installers to provide all customers with detailed information 
on all pesticides that were applied to the sod directly or to 
the soil in which the sod was grown.

Municipalities would be able to adopt laws, ordinances 
and regulations more stringent than state law concerning the 
use of pesticides and public notification relating to their use 
under A. 6087.

Pennsylvania
H.B. 539/S.B. 149 would create the Water Resources 

Conservation and Management Act to provide for water re­
sources conservation, planning and management of state 
waters. The act would create a state water plan, conserva­
tion areas, permits for withdrawal or diversion of water, and 
drought planning. Other highlights include: 1. Water use 
registration and reporting for total withdrawal equal to or 
exceeding an average rate of 10,000 gallons per day in any 
30-day period; 2. Establishment of conservation credits to 
be given to persons who have adopted significant water con­
servation measures; and 3. Drought response planning and

authority would be given to the state’s DEQ.

Multistate (Delaware, New Jersey, New York and Penn­
sylvania)

The Delaware River Basin Commission has issued a

revised proposed rulemaking related to the creation of new 
water usage reporting requirements for source water with­
drawals in the Delaware River Basin. Under current law, 
water users (including golf courses) who withdraw more than 
100,000 gallons of surface or groundwater per day on aver-

Continued on page 28

H.B. 539/S.B. 149 would create the 
Water Resources Conservation and 

Management  Act to provide for water 
resources conservation, planning 
and management of state waters.

THE PRO’S CHOICE
Grass Seed
Fertilizers
Insecticides
Nursery Stock
Fungicides
Herbicides
Mulches
Tools
Stone
Soil
Ties

Hardgoods - 973-473-3393 

Nursery - 973-473-2749 

Fax - 973-473-4402

To Keep Your Turf 
Free from Disease & Insects 

TERRE Co 
has the 
Turf& 

Ornamental 
products that 

perform

206 Delawanna Ave Clifton NJ 07014



Government update
Continued from page 27
age during any 30-day period are required to report their 
monthly withdrawals to state agencies. A proposed rule was 
published in October 2000 that created standardized report­
ing requirements for water users in an effort to collect stan­
dardized data from state to state. The revised proposed rule

will require additional reporting of acres irrigated (for irri­
gation uses only), whether water is recycled or reclaimed, 
and the percentages recycled or reclaimed (if available). The 
agency expects to formally adopt the rule on April 19. For a 
copy of the original and revised proposed rule, go to http:// 
www.state.nj.us/drbc/notice_feb01 .htm.

From the links
Continued from page 23

but others need some shade from their taller companions to 
survive or to become established. Many people, too, need 
some shade from their taller companions to survive. This 
situation changes often during a lifetime.

9. Protect your environment. No area of land on this 
planet has better stewards than the forests. Trees protect soil 
from erosion, while recycling essential nutrients. They pro­
vide food, shelter and refuge, not only for themselves, but 
for the countless other organisms that depend upon them. 
Humans worry much about their own tiny space, while of­
ten ignoring the needs of the communities (forests?) that 
surround them.

10. Be useful, even in death. Forest trees that die due to 
natural causes or harvest are as important to the health and 
overall forest community as those that live and grow each 
year. Trees killed for harvest provide wood for housing, fur­
niture, fuel, baseball bats and a million other things that may

last for many years. What will be the use of your life when it 
ends? Will your legacy provide anything for those who fol­
low? If an ash tree is destined to become a baseball bat, will 
you teach a child to hit a ball with it?

Submitted by Patrick Lucas, CGCS, Innis Arden G.C. 

Joe and Anne Vasta

Premium Bent Grass Sod for Golf Courses 
People you can trust—Quality you can count on 

A Third Generation Farm

1107 Courses Landing Road
Woodstown, NJ 08098 
Business Phone/Fax. (856)299-0274

Sales - Chip Presendofer
       Toll Free: 888-442-232 2

Consider yourself 
a candidate.

Applications for the 2001 Environmental Leaders in Golf
Awards are available from the May issue of Golf Course 

Management magazine, chapter leaders, Golf Digest, 
participating sponsors and the GCSAA Service Center 

(800/472-7878) 
or the GCSAA Web site

(www.gcsaa.org/environ/elgajorm.html).

We'll look forward to receiving your application

by October 1, 2001.

A partnership program 
benefiting The GCSAA Foundation

http://www.state.nj.us/drbc/notice_feb01.htm
www.gcsaa.org/environ/elga_form.html


Ask the golf course architect
Continued from page 26

Fourth, golfers in the United States prefer wall-to-wall 
“green” in comparison to those in the United Kingdom who 
will accept varying shades of “brown,” which is a topic 
worthy of discussion in a future column. Thus the challenge 
for superintendents in the United States is to keep the course 
lush green even during times of severe drought. Since su­
perintendents do not control the weather, this challenges 
many antiquated irrigation systems, which lack the cover­
age expected and require extensive hand labor that is part of 
a partially automated or manual irrigation system.

Over the years, these numerous small improvements can 
begin to take on a “patch work” appearance, which may be 
the result of the changing course personnel with different 
and sometimes competing perspectives. The advantage of a 
Master Plan is that the golf course architect can weave these 
various opinions into a consistent vision. This approach ne­

gates a piecemeal appearance while providing an overall plan 
that in the end is less expensive than the various short term

but sometimes overall ineffective solutions. The value of a 
long range, coordinated perspective that considers all the 
golf course features simultaneously cannot be overstated. 

The advantage of a Master Plan is that 
the golf course architect can weave 

these various opinions into a 
consistent vision.

Building The Best 
Water Pumping 
Systems In 
The World

Storr Tractor
Company

908-722-9830 Silent Storm -
Vertical Turbine VFD Pump Station

SIX FUII-TIME FACTORY TRAINED IRRIGATION TECHNICIANS ON STAFF

FLOWTRONEX
FLOWTRONEX PSI Inc. • 10661 Newkirk Street • Dallas, Texas 75220 • 1-800-786-7480 • www.flowtronex.com

www.flowtronex.com


Industry news
The Turf Resource Center and Lawn Institute says 
the use of big rolls of sod for golf course turfgrass 
installation is on the rise, according to member of

Turfgrass Producers International. The method is quickly 
outpacing alternatives such as slab and small roll sod for 
fairways, clubhouse areas, and even rough and greens.

The ease and speed of harvesting and installing the big 
rolls were cited as the motivation for the switch. In addi­
tion, the larger rolls were reported to produce a smoother, 
more manageable, and therefore more immediately playable 
turf.

Although big-roll harvesters have been available since 
the 1960s, the recent surge in popularity is credited to in­
creased awareness and recent developments in technology. 
One change is the netting applied to the underside of the sod 
as it is being harvested.

The netting allows almost any type of sod to be taken in

big rolls and can either be removed during installation or 
left in place to reinforce the installed sod. For information 
on Turfgrass Producers International, visit http:// 
www.turfgrasssod.org. 

In addition, the larger rolls were 
reported to produce a smoother, more 

manageable, and therefore more 
immediately playable turf.

During its recent 
meeting, GCSAA’s 
Board of Directors 
approved changes 
to the Associate 

membership 
classification, 

making it more 
accessible to all 

golf course 
employees!

Expanded MembershipOpportunity
for Golf Course Employees!
To qualify for Associate membership, you must meet the following requirements:
1. You must be employed within the golf course management profession.
2. You must be employed by and have your application attested by a voting (Class A or 8) member of GCSAA.

How to Apply:
If you are currently a member of GCSAA, you will need to complete a reclassification form and have it 
attested by a voting (Class A or B) member of GCSAA.

If you are not a member of GCSAA, you will need to complete a membership application and have it attested by a voting 
(Class A or 8} member of GCSAA. Once you’ve completed your application and enclosed your dues payment of $125, 
simply mail it to GCSAA and well take care of the rest!

Associate Member Benefits
• Reduced annual dues of $125
• Green membership card
• All membership privileges except voting and holding office
• One personal subscription to Golf Course Management

For more information or to request a membership application call

(800) 472-7878 or visit us online at www.gcsaa.org!

www.gcsaa.org
http://www.turfgrasssod.org


2001 Patron Directory
ADVANCED AGRO TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
DryJect, Axis
Peter van Drumpt - Chris desGarennes - 
Chris Collins 
(732) 922-4743

ALPINE THE CARE OF TREES
Arboriculture Firm
Bobbie Carlos - Wendy A. Riehm, Designer 
(847) 394-4220

AQUARIUS IRRIGATION SUPPLY, INC.
Wholesale Irrigation Supplies
David Beausoleil - Renee Mure - Joe Jaskot 
(973) 423-0222, (800) 922-0717 

AQUATROLS
Soil Surfactants
Phil O'Brien
(856) 573-9795

AT SALES ASSOCIATES
Premium Sod for Golf Courses
Chip Presendofer - Owen Regan 
(215) 886-6011, (401) 465-8066 

ATLANTIC MILLS INC.
Course Accessories
Jack Brady - Diane Hill - Bill Vogel
(732) 363-9558

AVENTIS ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Plant Protectants
Shaun M. Barry
(732) 846-8173

JAMES BARRETT ASSOCIATES, INC.
Irrigation Design & Consulting
Jim Barrett
(973) 364-9701

BAYER CORPORATION
Chemical Mfg.
Jeffrey Weld

(973) 208-2418

BLUE RIDGE PEAT FARMS
Topdressing - Construction Mix - Sand -
Potting Soil
Gene Evans
(717)443-9596

BOHM'S SOD FARM
Growers of Premium Golf Turf
David Bohm
(800) 624-1947

CENTURY RAIN AID
Hunter Golf
Phil DeMarco
(800) 642-3706

CLEARY CHEMICAL CORP.
Turf & Horticulture Chemicals
Bryan Bolehala
(732) 329-8399

ALAN G. CRUSE INC.
Golf Course Materials
Alan Cruse - Jim Cruse

(973) 227-7183; Fax 973-227-1984

COUNTRY VIEW, INC.
Design, Renovation, Construcation & Root 
Zone Mixes 
Scott A Bills
(732) 560-8000; Fax (732) 560-0535 
E-mail cvi560@aol.com

DuBROW'S NURSERIES INC.
Certified Landscape Architects, Ground 

Management
Michael Branch - William Mulvaney 
(973) 992-0598

EARTHWORKS
Natural Organic Fertilizer & Soil 
Conditioners
Joel Simmons - Dave Geyer
(800) 732-TURF

EGYPT FARMS INC.
Soils
Steve Chirip - Dean Snyder - Dave 
Cam ma rota

(800) 899-7645, (410) 335-3700

E/T EQUIPMENT CO.
John Deere Golf & Turf Distributor 
Dick Neufeld - Tom Fallarcaro - Kevin 
Collins
(914) 271-6126

FERTL-SOILTURF SUPPLY
Golf Course Supplies,Topdressing & Divot 

Mixes
Marty Futyma - Cathy Futyma-Brown 

(908) 322-6132; Fax (908) 322-6332

FINCH TURF EQUIPMENT
John Deere Equipment
Dennis DeSanctis - Bob Fields - Fred
Blaicher

(215) 661-0390

FISHER & SON CO., INC.
Agronomic Products for theTurfgrass 
Professional
Alan Phillips - Mike Fisher
Mike Oleykowski
(610) 644-3300 www.fisherandson.com

GOLF CARS, INC.
Golf Car & Turf/Utility Vehicle Sales 
Jon F. Schneider-John A.Czerwinski 
(215) 340-0880

GO WILD! NATURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT
Wildlife Consulting, ACSS Certification 
Consulting
Christopher J. Markham

(973) 726-0995

GRASS ROOTS, INC.
Distributor of Golf Course Maintenance 
Supplies
Ken Kubik - Keith Kubik - Jay McKenna 
(973) 361-5943, Fax 873-895-1388 

REES JONES, INC.
Golf Course Design

Rees Jones
(973) 744-4031

STEPHEN KAY, GOLF COURSE 
ARCHITECTS
Golf Course Design, Master Planning 
Stephen Kay - Doug Smith - Ron Torek 

(914) 699-4437

KOONZ SPRINKLER SUPPLY, INC.
Irrigation Distributors to Golf
William F.Koonz,Sr.

(973)379-9314

LEBANON TURF PRODUCTS
Fertilizer, Seed, Mulch, Control Products 
John Farrell 

(800) 532-0090

LEON'S SOD FARMS
Sod Farm
Samuel Leon - Diane Leon Berger

Irene Leon
(908)713-9496

LESCOJNC.
Manufacturer and Supplier to the Green 
Industry
Craig Lambert - (973) 663-3368 
Brad Simpkins - (609) 758-7620 
Greg Moran -Tim Reinagel - (800) 321- 

5325
WILFRED MacDONALD, INC.
www.wilfredmacdonald.com
Turf Equipment
Chris Hunt - Mike Pelrine - Tim Kerwin 

(888) 831-0891

RALPH McGILLAN
Lakes and Ponds 
Ralph

(609) 655-2281

JOSEPH M. MERCADANTE, INC.
Golf Course Construction/Paving 

Joseph J. Mercadante - Robert T. Mercadante
(973) 467-8622; Fax (973) 467-2225 

METRO MILORGANITE, INC.
Barley Straw, Echo Chlorothalonil, Biobarrier,
Golf Course Supplies

Scott Apgar - (914) 282-0049
Ernie Steinhofer - (914) 760-6112
Office - (888) 217-1039, Fax (203)-743-0458

MITCHELL PRODUCTS
Treated Topdressing,TriCure Surfactant, 

Construction Sands & Mixes 
Dave Mitchell

(609) 327-2005

MONTCO PRODUCTS/SURFSIDE
Surfside Wetting Agents & ZAP! Defoamer 
Bob Oechsle - (215) 836-4992 
Information/orders - (800) 401-0411

NATIONAL SEED NJ
Grass Seed Distributor 

Ken Griepentrog 
(732) 247-3100

P&P EXCAVATING INC.
Excavating, Ponds & Lakes 
Bob Laner

(973) 227-2030, (973) 227-2819

PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION
Premium Top-Dressing & Construction 
Mixes, Golf Hole Targets,Turf Blankets &

More
Jim Kelsey

(800) 247-2326, (908) 637-4191

PAVALEC BROS. GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
Golf Course Construction 
Anthony Pavelec 

(201)667-1643

PENNINK ARRIMOUR GOLF INC.
Golf Course Construction Restoration 

& Irrigation
Tom Ristau - Brian Ruhl - Rick Shriver 
(215) 914-2490, Fax (215) 893-4767

PLANT FOOD CO., INC.
Fertilizer Supplier

Ted Platz - Anthony Rippel (Rip)
Tom Weinert
(609) 448-0935, (800) 562-1291 
E-mail pfc@plantfoodco.com 

REED & PERRINE SALES INC.
Fertilizer, Seed, Control Products 
Matt Anasiewicz - Chris Zelley 

(800) 222-1065

RIGGI PAVING INC.
Asphalt, Concrete ????
Frank S.Riggi, Jr.

(201)943-3913

SADLON ENVIRONMENTAL
Environmental Consultant 
Nancy Sadlon, John Sadlon 

(732) 560-9377

♦ SAVATREE/SAVALAWN 
Tree, Shrub and Lawn Care 
Paul Carbone - Northern N.J.- 

(201)891-5379
Craig Decker-Central NJ.-(908) 301-9400 
Chuck Bakker, Southern N.J.- (609) 924-8494

GEO. SCHOFIELD CO., INC.
Golf Course Maintenance & Construction 

Materials
Adam Geiger - Wes Perrine 
(732) 356-0858

♦ SEETON TURF WAREHOUSE
 A Distributor of Golf Course Maintenance 

Supplies
Lance Seeton - (856) 802-1713 
Steve Rudich - (610) 253-4003 

Mark Coffey - (609) 653-6900

SHEARON ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
Golf Course Design and Construction 

Chip Kern
(609) 466-0666, (215) 828-5488

♦ SIMPLOT PARTNERS
Fertilizer, Seed, Protectants, Biolog icals 
Fran Berdine - (845) 361-4105 
Alfie Gardner - (610) 278-6762 

(800) 228-6656

STORR TRACTOR COMPANY
Turf and Irrigation Equipment, Environ­

mental Products & Services 
Fred Rapp - Blair Quinn 
(908) 722-9830

WILLIAM STOTHOFF CO., INC.
Well Drilling, Pump Sales and Service 
David C.Stothoff- Bill Snyder 

(908) 782-2717; Fax (908) 782-4131

STULL EQUIPMENT COMPANY
Turf Equipment and Supplies 

Bob Fetzko - Charlie McGill 
(800) 724-1024

SYNGENTA
Turf Products 

John Fowler

(610) 998-2896

TEE AND GREEN SOD INC.
Sod Supply and Installation 
Owen Regan - David Wallace 

(401)789-8177

THETERRE CO.
Grass Seed, Fertilizer, Chemicals,Top 

Dressing
Byron Johnson - Bob Schreiner - Pat 
O'Neill - Peter Glanvill 
(973) 473-3393

TURF PRODUCTS CORPORATION
Golf Course Suppliers
Buddy Rizzio - Ron Lake - Jim Dempsey

(973)263-1234

TURFNET ASSOCIATES, INC.
Information Services for the Golf Course 
Industry
Peter L. McCormick 

(800)314-7949

UNITED HORTICULTURAL SUPPLY
Fertilizer, Grass Seed, Chemicals 
Gerald Fountain - Richard Baker - Keith 

Lord - Tom Hughes
(732) 296-8448
Rich Bernard - (609) 414-9185

WESTCHESTER TURF SUPPLY
Accuform Rakes - Miltona Turf Tools,
Pesticides, Fertilizer, Seed
Bob Lippman,Sr.- Bob Lippman,Jr.

(845) 621-5067, Fax (845) 621-7180

♦ New Patrons for 2001

www.fisherandson.com


KOONZ Sprinkler Supply, Inc,

Irrigation supplier to the 
Golf Course Superintendent

No one knows irrigation like Koonz.

800-772-8486
39 Waverly Avenue, P.O. Box 55 

Springfield, NJ 07081

RAIN BIRD
GREEN-RELEAF
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