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From the editor's desk

A Dear John letter
Dear John,

I read your recent Presidents Message and I just want you to know I took 
your advice to heart.

I threw away the golf clothes and put on the funky t-shirt and camouflage 
shorts. I didn’t once think about work, but wearing a Mets t-shirt gave me 
more stress than a GCSAA pullover.

I got a physical and tried to get some rest. The word being “tried” because 
with John Franco as my closer I’m not getting any rest.

As you suggested, I took my wife out to an early dinner at 4:30 pm. The 
problem was we went to Carmines in NYC and didn’t get home until 1 am. 
No need for flowers the garlic bread was awesome.

My children always greet me after a long day at work and in a blink of 
an eye they ask can we go to the pool, can we go fishing, can we go to the 
video store?...

I touch base with fellow superintendents answering machines all the 
time. Usually two days later they reach mine.

Networking is tuff for me because of my Met status. This is a state of 
Yankee fans, Phillies Phans, closeted Red Sox fans, and yes even one Cub 
faithful. Hey Roger, remember 1969?

Yes John, I have been taking time out for myself during the 100 Days 
of Hell and I’m feeling much better thank you. I can’t wait until November 
3, 4, and 5 for the stress free 2004 Crystal Conference and Golf Classic. I 
hope to see you and the rest of our association there. 

Sincerely yours,

The editor and his 
three children taking 
a Sunday canoe ride. 
Is that a golf hat?

On the cover:
The devilish par 3 no. 10 hole of the Pine Valley Golf Club.

Inset:
The waste area guarding the approach to the 13th hole. 

Photo's courtesy of Peter Pedrazzi Photography.

www.gcsanj.org

http://www.gcsanj.org


President’s Message John O 'Keefe, CGCS, Preakness Hills CC

If you read my last Presidents Message you will be happy 
to know that I am taking some of my own advice. After 
a three day Member Guest tournament and two weeks 

of aerification, I needed a re-charge of my batteries. I just 
returned from two days at Hershey Park riding roller coast
ers and water rides with my family, no golf attire was worn. 
Tomorrow I am leaving for three days of exercise, walking 
the dunes at Whistling Straits at the PGA Championship,
golf attire will be worn, a nice break.

Special Thanks:
Every once in a while someone does something really special 
for GCSANJ and the GCSANJ Foundation, so I would like 
to acknowledge their efforts.

On July 16, 2004 I received a letter from Tim Christ from 
Metedeconk National Golf Club announcing that beginning

this year the GCSANJ Foundation will be receiving 50% of 
the money raised from The Robert Trent Jones Invitational. 
Last year $30,000.00 was raised at the Invitational.

Tim felt that by giving this money to the Foundation we 
would have more funds to support Turf Research directly 
affecting the Tri State Area. Tim approached Metedeconk’s 
President, Mr. Bob Manzo and Green Chairman, Mr. Jim 
Kelly with his idea and they agreed to commit these funds 
for the next three years.

The remaining 50% will continue to be directed to 
GCSAA through the Environmental Institute for Golf. The 
Institute is GCSAA’s research fund that supports Turfgrass 
Research throughout the country.

The Robert Trent Jones Invitational normally has good 
attendance from New Jersey clubs. It would be great to see 
an even larger attendance from our members. If you normally 
do not receive an invitation to this great event and would 
like to attend, contact Tim Christ at 732-928-4639.

Again, thank you to Metedeconk National Golf Club, 
their President Bob Manzo, Green Chairman Jim Kelly and 
Golf Course Superintendent Tim Christ for this extremely 
generous donation. 
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Board Service and GCSAA
By Mark D. Kuhns CGCS

It is very hard to imagine that my first two-year term 
on the GCSAA board is winding down and the next 
election is just around the comer. What a great experi

ence it has been serving the membership of GCSAA. As a 
board member, I have had the opportunity to work with eight 
other very dedicated and hard working individuals. Working 
with Steve Mona and our staff at GCSAA has been a truly 
remarkable experience. Our staff is truly dedicated to our 
profession and the future of our association.

Over the last two years, the board has spent many hours 
working on a results-based governance system. This system 
will help GCSAA measure the progress associated with our 
mission, vision and goals. We now have in place 35 specific 
indicators that will gauge our performance and achievements 
over a given period of time. Our CEO will spend more time 
focusing on these indicators and will be evaluated based on 
his success in achieving our goals. As board members, we

now have a clear delineation between our responsibilities and 
that of the CEO and staff. The board can now spend valuable 
time working on important issues facing our membership 
and the future of GCSAA.

I have had the opportunity to chair several committees 
over the past two years. I have served on the Certification 
committee for almost five years and had the opportunity to 
chair this committee in 2004. After many hours and days of 
dedicated service, our committee has developed a new set 
of standards and guidelines for the “Certified Golf Course 
Superintendent”. The new portfolio requirement and our new 
test will undoubtedly set a very high standard for persons 
achieving the CGCS status.

Becoming certified was never an easy task. The new 
requirements will only help to strengthen the credibility of 
our certification program. I am very proud to have been a 
part of this dedicated group and the many accomplishments 
that we achieved.

Continues on page 5

syngenta

The difference between 
a good course 

and a great course 
is simple.

With a portfolio of products unmatched in the industry, Syngenta is a necessity for every great course. From herbicides 
to fungicides to growth regulators, we have everything you need to maintain healthy, green turf.

Contact Lee Kozy at 1-610-861-8174 or 1-215-796-0409 to learn more about Syngenta products.

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using these products. ©2004 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419.
Banner*, Banner MAXX™, Barricade®, Daconil®, Heritage®, Medallion®, Primo MAXX™, Reward®, Subdue MAXX™, Touchdown®, Trimmit®, and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.

www.synqentaprofessionalproducts.com

http://www.synqentaprofessionalproducts.com


Board Service
Continued from page 4

I am still firmly committed to education and the vital role 
it plays in serving our members professional needs. We must 
be constantly upgrading our educational programs to reflect 
the current needs of our members. Most organizations would 
only hope to achieve what we have had in place for years. 
Our members know the importance of education as reflected 
by the thousands that participate in our many educational 
opportunities.

Over the last two years, the board 
has spent many hours working 

on a results-based governance system.

I am very proud to serve on the board of GCSAA. I am 
proud to be a part of the decision making process and to 
be a representative of such a dynamic organization. I have 
spent the last two years working with committees, visiting 
chapters, developing budgets and working with staff to mold 
the future programs of our association. I have had the oppor
tunity to grow intellectually as well as professionally and I 
will continue to grow and develop in my role as a director.

GCSANJ has been very supportive in my endeavors to 
serve on the national board. Trust in people doesn’t come 
easy and you have put your trust in me to serve on your 
behalf. As a board member, I will work very hard to earn 
your trust and support. I will work very hard with my col
leagues to develop the many new programs and services that 
will create a brighter future for our profession.

I want to thank our president, John O’Keefe, for nomi
nating me on behalf of GCSANJ. John is a dedicated leader 
with a keen understanding of the goals and future needs of 
our organization. I also want to thank Jim McNally for his 
support in his role as Chapter Delegate. Jim has been very 
instrumental in rounding up the votes and working closely 
with other states and various chapters to develop support. His 

Continues on page 15

Calendar
September 13, 2004 Monthly meeting, Pine Valley 
Golf Club, Clementon, New Jersey 
Host: Rich Christian

October 12, 2004 GCSANJ Championship, Ballamor 
Golf Club, Egg Harbor, New Jersey 
Host: Michael Miller

November 3-5, 2004 2004 Crystal Conference 
and Golf Classic, Crystal Springs Resort, 
Hamburg, New Jersey
Host: Craig Worts

Since 1923

MATERIALS FROM THE EARTH'S CRUST

Geo. Schofield Co., Inc.
P.O. BOX 110, BOUND BROOK, NEW JERSEY 08805

• Bunker Sands • Construction Gravels
• Construction Sands/Blends • Cart Path Materials
• Topdressings • Landscape Materials
• SUPRGRO Topsoil ‘STABILIZER Blending

Customized blends available with our new 
mobile blending equipment.

★ U.S.G.A. specification products. ★

(732)
356-0858



GCSANJ news
Morgan Hill was alive with 
the sound of golf
By Shaun Barry

The site for our June meeting was picked because of the Golf 
Show at the convention center in Somerset. John Hyland and 
I were in line waiting to enter when Joel Jacquemot CGCS 
was exiting to get one of his employees into the show so 
they could help work his booth. Joel told us to wait and soon 
returned with some badges. Once inside we headed over to 
The Club at Morgan Hill booth which had some beautiful 
pictures of Joel’s new creation. These photos worked on me 
because I knew that I wanted to play this course and also 
thought of our pressing need for a June site for the GCSANJ 
meeting. I asked if he would be willing to host such a meet
ing and he readily agreed. I then had to ask if he would still

be there for the meeting. He smiled because he remembered 
the Royce Brook meeting that he hosted for us even though 
he had changed jobs just days before the actual meeting. 
The next step was to check with John O’Keefe for his okay. 
Normal meeting sites are one thing but since this course 
was located in Pennsylvania I wanted him to be aware of 
what we were planning. I called him from the show floor. He 
thought about it and then gave his blessing. We picked June 
22nd and agreed to discuss costs later on but Joel said that 
he would do whatever we needed and make it fit our budget. 
Mr. Hyland and I spent most of the day walking and buying 
(sorry John but I know Mrs. Hyland won’t read this) and just 
feeling content that our 2004 schedule was now complete. I 
later came to realize that Joel had forgotten to mention that 
they were still in the construction phase but he knew that he 
would be ready and he was. They had their Grand Opening 
in early June and we were their first outing.

Continues on page 7

The Pure Spirit of Golf

Broad Vision • Careful Thought • Hand-Crafted Design

Our team, led by principal golf course architect Robert McNeil, is a visionary group of professionals 
with proven creative and technical abilities. Through renovation and new construction, we’ve created 
exciting courses that remain true to our client’s expectations. It would be a pleasure to collaborate 
and explore the pure spirit of golf on your next project.

(732) 747-1888 • e-mail: design@northeastgolfcompany.com • www.northeastgolfcompany.com
ROBERT McNEIL

GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT

http://www.northeastgolfcompany.com


GCSANJ news
Continued from page 6

Joel Jacquemot 
CGCS(L) 
accepts his 
plaque and 
association 
flag from 
GCSANJ Board 
member Chris 
Boyle CGCS for 
hosting our 
June meeting.

The weather for this meeting did not look very good and 
did keep the attendance to a low figure. Severe lightning 
and rain were predicted for the entire day and was accurate 
right up until Joel asked it to stop and it did. We were clear 
for the entire meeting and when we were finished the rain 
started again. Joel or his superintendent Douglass Gonzales 
must have some influence with the rain gods because that 
was not supposed to happen.

George McRoberts from Tuckahoe Sand and Gravel once 
again sponsored the lunch and as usual it really helps with the 
bottom line. This also goes to all of the affiliates who sponsor

so many things at our meetings. We could not do it without 
you. During this lunch we were able to listen to Kelly Blake- 
Moran discuss all of the issues that were involved with this 
project. It was a very thorough presentation and covered lots 
of issues that will help our members with day to day problems 
even though they are not building but maintaining a course.

Continues on page 8

Jim Cross 
and Dennis 
DeSanctis, Sr. 
show off their 
winnings from 
the meeting 
at Morgan Hill 
G.C.

Oceangro
5-5-0

Organic Granular Fertilizer 
With 2% Calcium & 2% Iron

low dust 
economical 
low burn potential 
now offered in blends

Produced by The Ocean County Utilities Authority 
732-269-4500 ex 8331 www.ocua.com

SHEARON

SHEARON GOLF
A division of
Shearon Environmental Design Company

Construction / Maintenance

Restorations / Renovations

Arboriculture

Design

Drainage Experts

Custom Spray Applicators

Certified Irrigation Installers

337 Route 31 • Hopewell, NJ 08525 • (609) 466-0666 
5160 Militia Hill Road • Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 • (610) 828-5488 

Contact Charlie McGill • www.shearongolf.com

http://www.ocua.com
http://www.shearongolf.com


GCSANJ news
Continued from page 7

Mark Kuhns CGCS also took some time to keep us current 
with all of the happenings at GCSAA. Mark answered all of

our questions and it is easy to see that although he is a real 
hands-on superintendent at Baltusrol GC he also has a great 
knowledge and understanding of our national association.

Once our speakers had completed the educational part 
of our meeting we dried our carts off and headed out onto 
the former mountain. With one lone exception all of us had 
a difficult time playing this challenge. That exception was 
Tom Grimac CGCS. He came to see his old boss’s new 
course and shot 74 in the process. Considering that Jon 
Barlok was second in the low gross part of the day with an 
82 it just highlights how well Tom played and how difficult 
the course played. Dennis DeSanctis Sr. (67) and Rick Krok 
(71) took the prizes in the low net event.

A.T. Sales, Storr Tractor, The Terre Co. and Wilfred 
MacDonald sponsored the closest to the pin contests and 
the winners were Jim Cross (14 ft 5 ins), Dave LaLena (5 
ft 2 ins), Ken Mathis (15 ft 5 ins) and Mark Peterson (7 ft 

Continues on page 9

Fred Reidel, Keith Kubik, Ken Kubik and Mark Kuhns 
CGCS (L to R) didn't win any prizes at Morgan Hill but 
they shared lots of laughs.

RIGGI
PAVING, INC.

CALL
201-943-3913

PARTAC
GOLF COURSE

TOP-DRESSING

AMERICA'S PREMIUM TOP DRESSINGS
HEAT TREATED

AVAILABLE IN BULK OR BAGS
PLUS CONSTRUCTION MIXES FOR GREENS & TEES, 

WHITE BUNKER SANDS, CART PATH & 
DIVOT REPAIR MIXES AND MUCH MORE!

DISTRIBUTED IN N.J. BY:
FARM & GOLF COURSE SUPPLY

215/483-5000
GRASS ROOTS TURF PRODUCTS

973/361-5943

FISHER & SON COMPANY
610/644-3300

TURF PRODUCTS CORPORATION
973/263-1234

PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION
KELSEY PARK, GREAT MEADOWS, NEW JERSEY 07838

800-247-2326 / 908-637-4191



GCSANJ news
Continued from page 8

5 ins). Jim Cross and Tim McBrearty won the long drive 
contests and these were sponsored by Bayer ES and Wilfred 
MacDonald.

All of Tom Grimac’s birdies were tied in the skins contest 
but not his eagle. This rarely happens and it is worth a double 
skin. With one skin each were Jon Barlok, Phil O’Brien (I 
went easy on you Phil...), Mark Peterson and Fred Rapp.

Our day ended much too quickly but Joel invited us 
back and I hope we can accept this offer. Joel and Douglass 
and their staffs did a great job preparing for this event and 
I for one want another try at this course. Some of those 
putts could not have broken the way that did and I need to 
prove that it was my imagination. Thanks everyone it was 
a wonderful day.

Shaun Barry is the technical representative for Bayer 
Environmental Science.

TERRE
Professional Turfgrass Products
Proudly Supplying Metropolitan 

Golf Course Superintendents 
Since 1960

PROXY
GROWTH REGULATOR

Primo MaxxFOR TURF

The TERRE Co. (973) 473-3393
206 Delawanna Ave., Clifton, NJ 07014

Celebrating 75th Anniversary

fisher & son 
company, inc.

The “Green Industry” Supplier 
SUPERIOR PRODUCTS FOR THE 

TURF & HORTICULTURAL PROFESSIONAL

AL PHILLIPS 
856-478-6704

RANDY RIDER 
302-242-6848

EarthWorks

Natural Organic Products

www.fisherandson.com

Your Trees Deserve 
the Best of Care!

All Phases of Tree Care: 
Residential and Commercial

BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

SCIENTIFIC TURF CARE SINCE 1907

Local Offices:
Denville 973-983-1840
Lebanon 908-735-6619
Ridgewood 201 -444-0002 
S. Plainfield 732-968-0800 
www.bartlett.com

http://www.fisherandson.com
http://www.bartlelt.com


GCSANJ news
The pursuit of the Cup 
continues
Reported by Seamus Barry

At this time here are the current results of the first two rounds 
of the Leslie Cup.

Southern Division
♦ Fran and Joe Owsik have a third round match with Rolf 

Strobel and Brian Lescrinier.

♦Kevin Driscoll and Phil O’Brien defeated Harry Harsin 
and John O’Farrell in their third round match and will 
play the winner of the above match.

♦ Ed Casteen and Jon Barlok will play Tony Funari and 
Steve Malikowski in a third round match.

♦ Paul Brandon and Tom Tucci defeated Ken Mathis and 
Brad Simpkins in their third round match and will play 
the winner of the above match.

Northern Division
♦ Shaun Barry and Dave Pease will play Eric Carlson and 

Rich Fodor in their 4th round match.

♦ Mark Griff and Steve Wirth will play Jim Cross and 
Dennis DeSanctis Sr. in their 4th round match.

The winners of these matches will play each other in the 
Northern Finals by Sept 30, 2004. 

Specializing 
in sand, 
stone 
and soils

MITCHELL PRODUCTS

□ GC-500 treated topdressing

□ TriCure soil surfactant

□ Crushed quartzite bunker sand

□ Manufactured topsoil / compost

□ Crushed stone and rip rap

□ Green divot sand and mix

□ Green waste compost

Complete line: 

Root zone, tee 

& divot mixes, 

dry sands, 

drainage stone

MITCHELL
PRODUCTS
Millville, NJ 
856.327.2005 
Fax: 856.327.6881 
Email:
dmitch67@aol.com

Bio Basics
PASTEURIZED PPM

4-2-3 w/2% Ca
50 lb. bags starting @ $390/ton 
Bulk @ $166/ton (24 tons/load)

Silo Program @ $205/ton (21 tons/load)
Also Available: Ally 10-1-10 & Ally 13-1-13 

(ALLY=PPM + Synthetics)

grass roots

(973) 361-5943



STC
Storr Tractor Company

Distributors of Commercial Turf Care Equipment

Proud Supplier of Toro Commercial Equipment & Irrigation

TORO Count on it.

3191 Route 22 - Somerville, New Jersey 08876 
www.storrtractor.com 

908-722-9830

www.storrtractor.com


GCSANJ news
Quest for the Cup
By Silas Crowder

On their bid to retain the Leslie Cup, the 2003 Champions, 
large in stature and likewise with game, the magnificent 
duo of Barry and Pease embarked on their sojourn to return 
to glory. The venue: Liam “The Dog” Murray’s Charleston 
Springs South Golf Course. Their opponents: Hyland and 
Anasiewicz. Glassy eyed and filled with trepidation, the 
team of Hyland and Anasiewicz entered the lions den to 
bring down the reigning the Champs. After an exchange of 
parking lot pleasantries that amounted to a shouting match 
instigated by Hyland’s profusion (foam in mouth): “Hey... 
you want a piece of us”! And responded with expediency 
from the direction of the Bayer-Corp SUV, “Its Armageddon 
Baby... we’re going to hit you so hard your Mama’s going to

feel it”. The fuse was lit and the match was on... apparently 
beginning on the asphalt before a stroke had been played...

After lengthy negotiations for literary and copyright 
compensation, a deal was struck for interviews. Pease agreed 
to be wired throughout the round, knowing the historical 
value applied to such sacrifice which would most certainly 
drain additional mental fortitude for “predatorial focus” of 
the task at hand. The following is an excerpt of an interview 
that took place on the day of defending “The Cup”...

Crowder: “It has been said that winning the Leslie Cup has 
been carriage with the same accomplishments as to the Ryder, 
Walker, and Curtis Cups, what are your feelings?”

Pease: “Not a day goes by that the GCSANJ world of spirited 
competition gazes upon this as the most prestigious event 
held by this esteemed organization”...

Continues on page 13

Your Total Source For Used Equipment

S.B.I. TURF

Innovatice Equipment & Services

S 
A 
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Toro Workman 3200 
200gl Spray Tank 

$7,995

Toro Model No. 07200 
Hours: 1700

Commercial Equipment Off- Lease Equipment

Turf Services Irrigation Supplies

S.B.I. Turf has over two million dollars of previ
ously owned Husqvarna, Polaris, Scag, Jacobsen, 
Cushman, Ryan, Ransomes, Toro, John Deere and 

EZ-GO equipment. We offer an extensive parts and
irrigation inventory for all equipment sold

Sales. Service. Parts. 1-866-765-8873 Fax: 207-396-5386 Web: www.sbiturf.com

http://www.sbiturf.com


GCSANJ news
Continued from page 12

Matt Anasiewicz cradles the Leslie Cup as Shaun Barry 
and John Hyland stand guard.

Crowder: “So, this event has special meaning for both you 
and Shaun”...

Pease: “Well... we know our competitors are gunning for 
us, there is a bull’s-eye squarely planted on our backs, as 
a team we are obligated to see that Bob’s name lives in 
perpetuity”.

Crowder: “Bob”?

Pease: “Yes, Bob Leslie our W. A. Cleary Tech Rep, for 
whom the Cup is named after. Bob was taken from us in a 
senseless act of violence”.

Crowder: “What happened”?

Pease: “When returning home from work to his family and 
while picking up his mail at his local post office, Bob was 
gunned down by a disturbed postal worker. Both Shaun and

Continues on page 14PROVEN PERFORMANCE WITHAdams Earth
Organic Soil Amendment

AND

Liquid
Fertilizers

some formulations include:
• 0-0-25 w/Sulfur • 20-0-0 50% SRN
• 12-3-12 50% SRN & Micros • 20-3-3 20% SRN & Iron
• 18-3-6 50% SRN & Micros • Sugar Cal 10%

PLANT FOOD COMPANY, INC. 
The Liquid Fertilizer Experts

38 Hightstown-Cranbury Station Rd. • Cranbury, NJ 08512 
Toll Free: (800) 562-1291 • Fax: (609) 443-8038

E-Mail: pfc@plantfoodco.com 
Visit our Website @ www.plantfoodco.com

RALPH McGILLIAN
Excavating Contractor

Specializing in Lakes & Ponds
Over 35 years experience in building new ponds, en

larging & redesigning existing ponds.
Can get all DEP permits

609-655-2281
174 Plainsboro Road, Cranbury, NJ

People you can trust. Quality you can count on.

Vasta Farms
• 1107 Courses Landing Road 

Woodstown NJ 08098

609-685-3818 sales 
856-299-0274 voice 
856-299-6494 fax

Premium Bentgrass Sod For Golf Courses

A Third Generation Farm
Joe & Anne Vasta

http://www.plantfoodco.com


GCSANJ news
Continued from page 13

I are saddened that he is no longer with us, but also, equally 
proud to have our names engraved on his Cup”.

The defending Champs were able to stay off the early 
surge of Hyland and Anasiewicz, only to build a head of 
steam of “ham and egging”... Pease, recovering from recent 
hip surgery, played what can only be described as “Army 
Golf’... Left-Right, Left-Right throughout the day... Barry, 
with steady play was the glue that provided the consistency 
for the team. The team of Barry-Pease dispatched their op
ponents with a 7-6 victory in match play. It should be noted 
that Hyland was playing in extreme pain with a hand injury. 
The true warrior that he is, Hyland did not complain or give 
credence to the fore-gotten demise that was dealt that fateful 
day for the team of Hyland and Anasiewicz. Anasiewicz was 
last seen soothing his wounds over a pint at a local pub...

Stay tuned: More to come, from Silas Crowder's: “The 
Quest for the Cup"

Silas Crowder is the senior staff writer for Monmouth County 
Park System Press; a Subsidiary of Publinx Publishing. 
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Course Contractors, Inc.
Golf Course Construction & Improvements

Dennis Shea
Division Manager

P.O. Box 158 
Mt. Freedom, NJ 07970

800-936-2652 • Cell 973-945-5938 
Fax: 973-895-5578

Member GCSAA and NJGCSA

When you need Rapid Recovery...
AQUATROLS

AQUEDUCT
SOIL SURFACTANT

• Promotes fast turf recovery
• Eliminates Localized Dry Spot (LDS)
• Reduces wilt

• Doesn't need to be watered in
• Won't burn turf
• Money Back Performance Guarantee

For more information about Dispatch or other Aquatrols 
products, contact Kevin Collins at (609) 841 -2077 or
kevin.collins@aquatrols.com

AQUATROLS



Board Service
Continued from page 5

efforts have created strong relationships with these chapters 
that may be very beneficial in future endeavors.

Greg Nicoll and John Ferruchie have been my campaign 
co-chairmen for several years now and I can’t say enough 
about their loyalty and dedication to getting the job done. 
The list of supporters is long and there wouldn’t be enough 
room in this publication to fully express my thanks to all of 
those individuals.

My reelection to the board would mean a continuation 
of my desire and deep commitment to serve the members of 
GCSAA. My employer strongly supports my involvement 
on the board of GCSAA. My wife Janet and my children 
Elizabeth, Kristen and Stephen are the backbone of my life. 
Their commitment to my career and my board service has 
helped me to fulfill a lifelong goal of service and devotion 
to our profession.

I respectfully ask for your support in my venture to 
continue to serve on the board of GCSAA. If reelected, I 
will continue to work hard to achieve our goals for a strong 
professional organization and a continued desire to create a 
brighter future for all of our members.

Mark Kuhns CGCS is the Director of Grounds for the Baltusrol
Golf Club.

Mission: Greens quality cut. Less compaction.
Accomplish it with the only Super Lightweight 
Fairway Mower. Jacobsen SLF-1880
The Jacobsen Super Lightweight SLF-1880 Fairway Mower was 
specifically designed to deliver a greens quality cut, faster fairways 
and reduce turf compaction. Narrow 18" floating cutting heads 
handle contours perfectly for a precision, Jacobsen cut on 
undulating fairways. And the SLF-1880 delivers an 80 inch cut 
with little or no turf compaction due to its light weight. Plus, the 
ergonomic cockpit helps improve operator productivity.

You also get CustomerOne™ support with every Jacobsen 
product which means exceptional warranties, OEM parts, dealer 
service, and superior technical assistance. So, when you want 
the most productive, greens quality cut for your fairways, 
depend on Jacobsen.

Wilfred MacDonald, Inc.
19 Central Boulevard 

South Hackensack, NJ 07606 
(888) 831-0891 

www.wilfredmacdonald.com

JACOBSEN
A Textron Company

WWW.jacobsen.com ©2003 Jacobsen, A Textron Company

For a free demonstration 
of the SLF-1880 or other 
Jacobsen equipment come 
see us or give us a call.

http://www.wilfredmacdonald.com
http://WWW.jaCObsen.com


RUTGERS news
The Cicada Killer Wasp
By William J. Sciarappa, Ph.D.

Few insects can compare with the alarm caused by Cicada 
Killer Wasps-Sphecius speciosus. These large solitary wasps 
are also known as Giant Cicada killers or Sand Hornets. This 
last common name is a misnomer because they are not true 
hornets. Despite their very large size, dangerous appearance 
and “dive-bombing” habit, adults rarely contact people or 
sting. In fact, the “dive-bombing” male does not even have 
a stinger and is merely faking a fierce attack. The oviposi
tor of the female is a tubular egg-laying structure that can 
function as a very weak stinger. Her mild sting is similar 
in feel to a slight pin scratch and is not considered painful. 
Nonetheless, without accurate identification and knowledge, 
this menacing “bluff’ often succeeds in causing fear, anxiety 
and occasional panic.

Continues on page 17

MARK TORTORIEllO
Construction Supervisor

Since 1980

www.FredcoLandscaping.com

Specializing in landscape & Hardscape Design

10 fox Road • Cedar Grove, NJ 07009 
(973) 239-5790 • fox (973) 857-8298

Drainage Expert 
Paving Stones 
Tree Removal

Retaining Walls 
Renovation Work 
Bunkers

Pavelec Bros. Golf Course Construction Co.
Professionalism and Excellence in the 

Construction of New and Renovation Work.
♦ Large and small crews for any size job

♦ Rock Walls

♦Pond Construction / Pond Dredging

  ♦ All equipment necessary

♦Extensive...drainage design

♦ Certified Irrigation Contractor
1-973-667-1643 

Fax: 1-973-667-6599

www.FredcoLandscaping.com


RUTGERS news
Continued from page 16

Description
Identification of this insect is fairly easy just judging on 
size alone. The adults range in size from 1 1/2 to 1 3/4 inches 
in length for females and about 1 and 1 3/4 inches for males. 
Both sexes are strikingly colored black, red and yellow which 
is similar to the warning coloration of common social wasps 
like yellow jackets which do posses painful stingers. Cicada 
Killer Wasps have a thick-waisted black body that is striped 
with yellow across the middle section (thorax) and the first 
three segments of the rear section (abdomen). Most of the 
head and parts of the thorax are a dull red. All six legs are 
brightly colored and orangish-red. All four yellowish wings 
are held straight out when at rest, which is in contrast to most 
other wasps which fold their wings along their body.

Pest Problem
Golfers, homeowners and picnickers often become fright
ened when in close proximity to Giant Cicada Killers. These 
wasps can become an unwelcome nuisance as males con
stantly patrol their underground nesting sites. Male wasps 
may aggressively fly right up to people in defense of their 
nest even through they cannot sting. Females are less com
monly observed but when captured or mishandled can inflict 
a mild sting. Her stinger is primarily used to paralyze prey 
and rarely used in defense except when trapped in clothing 
or disturbed by lawn equipment. If accidentally stung there is 
no cause for alarm except for individuals who are especially 
sensitive to bee or wasp stings.

Female adults often dig their tunnels in a backyard 
sandbox, a sand trap on the golf course or in a nice sandy 
picnic area outdoors. Lawns, gardens, flowerbeds and ath- 

Continues on page 18

RG
The Reynolds 
Group Inc.

Engineers
Landscape Architects 
Land Surveyors 
Planners

626 No. Thompson Street 
Raritan, N.J. 08869 
Fax 908-722-7035 
email: clifl@reynoldsgrp.com

ph 908-722-1500

WE OFFER COMPLETE GOLF COURSE 

MEASUREMENT SERVICES BY A 
LICENSED LAND SURVEYOR IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE RULES AND 
REGULATIONS OF THE USGA AS 
sta ted in "The USGA Handicap 
System" manual.

"DryJect Aeration/ Sand 
Injection is tremendous. 
There's nothing else like 
it."
Paul B. Latshaw,
Superintendent, Muirfield Village Golf Club

Let us aerate, amend, and have your 
greens and tees each ready to play in about 
an hour. Exclusive patented technology 
injects amendments into the root zone 
while shattering compacted layers and 
aerating 4" and deeper. No cores.
No disrupted play. No lost revenue. 
Superintendents who DryJect do it year 
after year. It's that good, that effective, 
and that easy.

Seeing is believing. Call today 
for a free DryJect demonstration.

DryJect
The only way to aerate, amend 

and play in 1 hour
Chris Collins

610-212-0656
Peter van Drumpt
732-922-4737
www.dryject.com

http://www.dryject.com


RUTGERS news
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letic fields are often preferred nesting sites. They excavate 
noticeable amounts of soil around their tunnel entrance and 
create unsightly mounds. Large soil particles are removed 
with mouth parts and then shoveled through their legs in a 
dog-like manner. Aggregations of individual tunnels can 
easily exceed 100 in number and last for many years. For 
these cosmetic and psychological reasons, the wasp could be 
considered a turf grass pest, although this insect is essentially 
harmless.

Biology
Cicada Killer Wasps feed on tree sap and flower nectar as 
individual adults. Females fly around trees, shrubs, meadows 
and open areas in search of their only prey species-Cicada 
species. The Cicada is used as food to rear the next genera
tion of wasps. The female wasp strikes and stuns the Cicada 
which reacts with a loud shrieking buzz. Both of these very 
large insects tumble to the ground where the stinger is then

utilized to paralyze the Cicada. This relatively huge prey 
is laboriously dragged up a tree or tall plant. The Cicada is 
often held upside down and straddled, after which the wasp 
takes off and glides home to the nest.

The female drags the Cicada through the entrance open
ing, down the tunnel and into the nesting chamber. She 
oviposits an egg on the legs of the prey and seals off the 
cell. Wasp larvae hatch within a few days and penetrate the 
exoskeleton of the immobilized food source. Larvae feed on 
the internal tissues and over winter as mature larvae within 
a tough, brown-colored cocoon. A month long pupation in 
June leads to adult emergence in July, completing the life 
cycle. Emergence overlaps with the main availability of the 
food supply for their nests. This next generation of adults 
will again dig tunnels, capture Cicadas and live two to three 
months from July to September.

Continues on page 19

Building The Best 
Water Pumping 
Systems In 
The World

Experience Counts!

Storr TractorCOMPANY
908-722-9830 Silent Storm -

Vertical Turbine VFD Pump Station

SIX FULL-TIME FACTORY TRAINED IRRIGATION TECHNICIANS ON STAFF

FLOWTRONEX
FLOWTRONEX PSI Inc. • 10661 Newkirk Street • Dallas, Texas 75220 • 1-800-786-7480 • www.flowtronex.com

http://www.flowtronex.com
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Underground Nesting Structure
Females dig 1-1 1/2 inch diameter tunnels about a foot deep 
and two feet long at an angle. At the bottom of the burrow 
a chamber is constructed with three or four earthen cells. 
Each cell is stocked with one or two prey for each larva. 
Additional chambers may be made off the main tunnel branch 
with additional cells. This nesting structure may house a 
dozen or more cells.

Control
Control measures are seldom required because Cicada Killer 
Wasps rarely sting people and only fly as adults for less than 
two months. If wasp numbers are high or the nests are located 
in a particularly sensitive area, several control methods have 
proven successful.

With low populations, an aggregation can be quickly 
eliminated with the use of a butterfly net or an accurate 
forearm smash with a tennis racket. Well-aimed aerosol in
secticide sprays can repel and reduce patrolling male wasps. 
Eye, head and body protection is advisable in pursuing this 
direct capture and control approach. When several tunnels 
are situated together, a large clear plastic trap will overheat 
the ground and deny access.

When resorting to insecticides against nesting sites, 
several compounds are available for the homeowner but dust 
formulations are the most effective. Applications should be 
made around and into the entrance hole just before sunset or 
before sunrise to work best as the female will unknowingly 
carry the toxicant to the brood chamber. Spray timing needs 
to be early in the lifecycle, generally in July, while the adult 
is still provisioning the nest after which larvae are sealed off 

Continues on page 21

U.S. Silica's Golf Sand Capabilities 
Have Grown
• Custom-Blends
•-Divot-Mixes
•-Pro-White™-Bunker-Sand
•-Sure-Play®-Root-Zone-Mixes
•-Sure-Play -Drainage-Media
Our Products Meet
USGA Recommendations

Call toll free 800-257-7034
www.golfsand.com  Email: sales@ussilica.com

Trust U.S. Silica for expertise and technical 

support when selecting either 
construction or maintenance materials. 

Our top-dressing sands, root zone mixes and 
drainage stone are easy to apply and maintain

U.S. SILICA COMPANY
9035 Noble Street Mauricetown, NJ 08329

www.golfsand.com


Come Visit Us On-line!

www.gcsanj.org

"The website has a lot of great links and it’s an easy way 
to keep in touch with local fellow superintendents.”

Brad Sparta, Ballyowen Golf Club

http://www.gcsanj.org
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from outside contact. The burrow entrance is the target and 
should remain open and not be filled in or disturbed. Active 
insecticidal ingredients include carbaryl (Sevin), bendiocarb 
(Ficam) and pyethroids. Always read the label carefully and 
follow directions. See fact sheet FS212, Wasps and Their 
Control, for more information. Call your County Agricultural 
Agent if you have questions.

William J. Sciarappa, Ph.D., is the Monmouth County 
Agricultural Agent. This fact sheet was down loaded from 
www.rce.rutgers.edu

Marie Pompeii wishes 
Dr. Clarke a Happy 
Birthday, (above)

Eric McGhee and Chris Boyle 
CGCS (below) check out the 
field plots at the 2004 Rutgers 
Turfgrass Field day while...

...These guys find the 
food more appealing.

PTC
PHILADELPHIA TURF COMPANY
4049 Landisville Road, Box 865
Doylestown, PA 18901
Phone: 215-345-7200 Fax: 215-345-8132

Toro Irrigation Heads, Controllers, & Valves
Buckner by Storm Brass Products
Flowtronex Pump Stations
Carson & Ametek Valve Boxes
Kennedy & Nibco Valves
Wire, Electrical, & Grounding
PVC Pipe & Fittings
Ductile Iron Fittings
Four Salesperson Team
Six Support Person Team
Annual Service Training
Authorized Independent Service Agents
On-site Technical Training

Toro Reel Mowers, Rotary Mowers 
Sprayers & Spray Technologies 

Aerification Products 
Utility Vehicles & Attachments 

Large Selection of Parts 
Demonstration Units 

Nine Salesperson Team 
Fourteen Serviceperson Team 

Shop & Road Service 
Package Programs 

Leasing Options 
On-site Service Training

Service Seminars & Continuing Education Courses

TORO

Count on it.
Largest supplier of turf and irrigation equipment in Eastern PA, Southern NJ, and Newcastle County, DE.

Equipment & Irrigation, Parts, Sales, Service you can count on.



2004 Patron Directory
ADVANCED AGRO
TECHNOLOGIES/DRYJECT
DryJect, Axis, Break-Thru 
Peter van Drumpt 
Chris des Garennes 
Chris Collins 
732-922-4743

ALAN G. CRUSE, INC.
Golf Course Materials
Alan G. Cruse
James A. Cruse
973-227-7183

AQUATROLS
Manufacturer of Root Zone and 
Water Management Products 
Kathy Conard
609-841-2077

BAYER E.S.
Shaun M. Barry
732-846-8173

EAST COAST SOD & SEED 
Bentgrass Sod, Short Cut & Reg. 
Bluegrass Sod, Tall Fescue Sod, 
Installation & Turfgrass Seed 
Kevin Driscoll - 609-760-4099

FERTL-SOIL TURF SUPPLY
Golf Course Supplies, Topdressing & 
Divot Mixes
Marty Futyma - Cathy Futyma-Brown 
908-322-6132

FINCH SERVICES, INC.
John Deere Equipment,
Irrigation & Supplies
Fred Blaicher - John Barlok
800-875-8873

FISHER & SON CO., INC.
Superior Products for the Turf & 
Horticultural Professional 
Al Phillips - 856-478-6704 
Randy Rider - 302-242-6848 
Mike Oleykowski - 609-267-8041

FLORATINE PRODUCTS GROUP
Biostimulants, Soil Amendments,
Soil Testing 
Richard Hendrickson 
609-714-1151

GOLF CARS, INC.
Sales & Service of Golf Car &
Utility Vehicles
John Czerwinski - Jon Schneider 
215-340-0880

GRASS ROOTS, INC.
Distributor of Golf Course 
Maintenance Supplies 
Ken Kubik - Keith Kubik 
Jay McKenna
973-361-5943; Fax 973-895-1388

JADA CORP.
The Water Experts
David Kronman - Barry Kronman 
973-762-8002
www.jadacorpnj.com

JAMES BARRETT ASSOCIATES, 
INC.
Irrigation Design & Consulting
Jim Barrett
973-364-9701

LEBANON TURF
Fertilizer Company
John Farrell - Dennis Smith 
609-404-3143

LEON’S SOD FARMS
Sod
Diane Leon - Rudy Wedle 
908-713-9496

LESCO, INC.
Manufacturer & Supplier
to the Green Industry
Craig Lambert - 800-321-5325 
John Fitzgerald - 800-321-5325 
John Fenwick - 800-321-5325

METRO TURF SPECIALISTS
“Customers, Our Top Priority”
Ernie Steinhofer - Dave Conrad 
Scott Apgar - Gary Rehm 
888-217-1039 - 203-748-GOLF 
metro@metroturfspecialists.com

MONTCO PRODUCTS
CORPORATION
SURFSIDE WETTING AGENTS 
LIQUID - GRANULAR - PELLETS 
ZAP! Defoamer
Information: Bob Oechsle
215-836-4992
800-401-0411

NATIONAL SEED
Grass Seed & Seeding Supplies 
Ken Griepentrog - George Rosenberg 
Barry Van Sant
732-247-3100

PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION
Premium Top-Dressing & Construction 
Mixes, Green Sand Divot Mixes, 
Bunker Sand, Cart Paths,
Turf Blankets
Jim Kelsey
800-247-2326
908-637-4191

PHILADELPHIA TURF CO.
Toro Turf & Irrigation Equipment 
Thomas Drayer - Mike Hartley 
215-345-7200

PLANT FOOD COMPANY, INC.
38 Hightstown-Cranbury Station Road 
Cranbury, NJ 08512
Ted Platz
609-448-0935

POCONO TURF SUPPLY CO., INC.
Distributors of Chemicals, Fertilizers,
Seed & Supplies
Doug Larson - NJ Sales
Cell: 609-335-0106
Fax: 609-646-8528
DPLll@vertizon.net

RALPH McGILLAN
EXCAVATING
Lakes & Ponds - Ralph
PO Box 544, Cranberry, NJ 08512 
609-655-2281

RIGGI PAVING, INC.
Asphalt & Concrete Construction 
PO Box 2214, Cliffside Park, NJ 
07010
Frank J. Riggi, Jr.
201-943-3913

SBI TURF
Turf Services & Used Equipment 
Jen McDonald 
Courtney Thompson 
866-765-8873

SHEARON GOLF
Golf Course Design, Construction & 
Renovation
Charlie McGill - Jim Waitkus 
609-466-0666

SIMPLOT PARTNERS
Suppliers of Fertilizers, Seed, 
Protectorants and Specialty Products to 
the Golf Course Industry
Fran Berdine - 845-361-4105 
Alfie Gardiner - 610-278-6762 
800-228-6656

STEPHEN KAY, GOLF
ARCHITECTS
Golf Course Design
Stephen Kay - Doug Smith 
609-965-3093

STORR TRACTOR COMPANY
Turf and Irrigation Equipment 
Blair Quin - Rick Krok - Bruce Wild 
908-722-9830

SYNGENTA
Plant Protectants
Lee Kozsey - Bethlehem, PA 
215-796-0409

TERRE COMPANY OF NJ
Distributor of Pesticides, Fertilizers, 
Seed and Plant Material 
Dennis DeSanctis, Jr. - 732-580-5514 
Byron Johnson - 201-321-2009 
Pat O’Neil-201-321-2007 
Bob Schreiner - 201-321-2008 
Office-973-473-3393

THE CARE OF TREES
Total Tree Care Services
Brian Nadriczny - Mike Cook 
201-445-4949

THE NORTHEAST GOLF 
COMPANY
Golf Course Design
Robert McNeil, President & GC 
Architect
Traci McNeil, Business Manager 
732-747-1888

TUCKAHOE SAND & GRAVEL 
CO, INC.
Golf Course Maintenance & 
Construction Material, Bunker Sands, 
Root Zone Mixes,USGA Gravels 
Lorenzo Romano - Ron Carusi 
George McRoberts
800-922-7263
Fax: 609-861-3671

TURF PRODUCTS
CORPORATION
Golf Course Supplier
Buddy Rizzio - Ron Lake 
973-263-1234

UNITED HORTICULTURAL
SUPPLY/VERDICON
Grass Seed, Fertilizer, Crop Protection
Gerald B. Fountain
Cell: 877-697-1199
Ofc: 732-296-8448

WESTCHESTER TURF SUPPLY
Golf Course Maintenance Supplies 
Bob Lippman, Jr. - Dave Lippman 
845-621-5067
Fax: 845-621-7180

WILFRED MacDONALD, INC.
Turf Equipment / Irrigation 
Tim Kerwin - Bernie White 
Steve Kopach
888-831-0891

www.jadacorpnj.com


50 Years of Newsletter Excellence

Grass Clippings - 1953 
Al Foster - Editor

Turf Clippings - 1965, Charlie McCrea 
and Gary Crothers - Editors

New Jersey Golf Course Report - 
1968, Don Marshall - Editor

GCSANJ Newsletter - 1978 
Paul Boiselle - Editor

The Greenerside - 1980 
Ed Walsh, CGCS - Editor

The Greenerside - 1985 
Jim Gilligan, CGCS - Editor

The Greenerside - 1988 
Ilona Gray - Editor

The Greenerside - 1996 
Ken Krausz, CGCS - Editor

The Greenerside - 2004 
Doug Vogel - Editor



KOONZ Sprinkler Supply, Inc.

Supplier of irrigation and turfgrass 
products to the Golf Course Superintendent

For more information call: 
973-379-9314

39 Waverly Avenue, P.O. Box 55 
Springfield, NJ  07081

RAIN BIRD
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