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‘CRAZY' OR ‘STRANGE' THINGS DURING PROJECT DESIGNS

by Stephen Kay, Golf Course Architect, LLC

Kingdom of Bhutan

I was approached by a non-golfing member of a club
I was doing a Master Plan for in the mid-1980's who
was the Presidents of ‘People to People Sports' - a
non-profit that helped Third World Nations in sports
(for instance they would pick up the expenses for ath-
letes to go to the Olympics). He asked if | was willing
to design a golf course for the Kingdom of Bhutan
(north of India, south of Tibet just to the east of Mt.
Everest for free but they would pick up all expenses).
Two months later | was 1.5 miles up (air was pretty
thin) where the stars at night are unbelievable. They
had a golf course but with ‘browns' and golf holes
that crisscrossed each other (talk about unsafe). The
greens had been rototilled with used motor oil mixed
in (so nothing would grow). | stayed for two weeks,
came up with a 9 hole layouts (only about 60 acres)
and we build one hole - green complex with two
sand bunkers and two tees. Then back in the USA |
did a construction drawing for the remainder of the
course, and they were mailed to them from the Unit-
ed Nations via ‘diplomatic pouch”. | went back the
next year to see the completed product and met a
PGA pro who People to People Sports sent there to
coach a team for the Asian Games (they badly want-
ed to beat China, which they did). And talk about a
small world. The PGA pro was Carl Marinello whom
| had never met or heard of before, but it turned out
we were both from Whitestone, Queens; we knew a
lot of the same people butwe had never met, yetwe
meet half way around the world.

The seed was donated by Lofts and the two walk-
ing greens mowers by Jacobsen. Irrigation (all
quick couplers) and all other mowers came from
India. (Where, by the way, the first golf course was
built outside of Great Britain - the Royal Calcutta
Golf Club by the British troops in 1829.)

Soil heavy clay but no sand to amend; used

Original ‘Brown” when | got there.

Layout plan | drew while there.

BHUTAN under construction

Tee under construction.

saw dust and disking in then rototiller - gotit  One year later Golf Pro Carl giving lesson - note green in distance

about 9 inches deep.
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2017 Shop Tours: Tuesday, February 23rd

Liberty National Golf Club, Jersey City.
Host: Greg James
Skyway Golf Club at Lincoln Park, Jersey City.
Host: Matt Castagna
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