









































A FESCUE FEATURE

Mrs. Rush spotted in the May 17 Columbus, Ohio Dispatch, the Institute
item there entitled Fescue Durable. It is good to see fine fescues gaining
headlines in what is basically bluegrass territory. The item begins, "Re-
search has shown fine fescues, a component of top lawnseed blends, are

especially durable ---"".

INTEREST EXPRESSED FROM ENGLAND

D. Colbeck, Editor of the English journal, Parks and Sports Grounds
wrote this spring requesting any technical or trade publications which the
Institute might be responsible for. Mrs. Rush forwarded a press kit, a
sample copy of Harvests, and representative reprints. Mr. Colbeck mentions
in his letter, ” -- we may be able to make mention of this in the news
columns of our journal."

INQUIRY SERVICE EXCITES INTEREST

During late spring numerous already-addressed mailing labels were re-
ceived from the Nielsen Inquiry Service, in behalf of Modern Manufacturing,
a McGraw-Hill Market-Directed Publication published in New York. The May
issue carried an offer of Institute literature, to be mailed upon request.

The Marysville office is unaware of what stimulated this contact, but
the service is certainly without charge to the Institute. We are glad to
send an envelope of reprints to the numerous Tfirms, readers of the magazine,
which have requested them. This should represent an important institutional
market for lawn seed and lawn products.

FOR PROFESSIONAL TURF NEWS

A write-up has been supplied Borden, Professional Turf News, Recent
Research Review, to appear during autumn. Progress in seed germination
research is reviewed, as is the current flurry of interest in environment.
(viz. "A superintendent planting Penncross to a green, or a bluegrass-
Highland bentgrass combo to a fairway, experiences less risk than does a
farmer---). Weed control in border states environments is discussed,
based chiefly upon research done in Oklahoma.

SEED WORLD USES STORY

The April 10 issue of Seed World, carried the Institute story Spring
Lawn Requirements, with by-line credit. Sample quotations: “You may have
-heard your golf pro talk about Penncross creeping bentgrass for the green,
--— Kentucky bluegrass andFine fescue varieties are much used for lawn
mixtures;) and for low-mowed lawn in moist climates Colonial bentgrasses such

as Highland and Exeter may be included.”
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN REQUEST

Institute literature was requested by Donald G. Schwarz, University of
Wisconsin, for use in a compilation of "Career Opportunities” for the guid-
ance of young people.










































PHYTOTOXICITY OF BENSULIDE AND TRIFLURALIN

Research reported by Menges and Hubbard, Texas, in the March issue of
Weed Science, show that the familiar pre-emergence herbicides sometimes used
for Crabgrass have a wide range of toxicity in the soil. As little as one
part per million of bensulide was toxic to 50 percent of barnyardgrass, but
more than 1,000 ppm were needed to control carrot. Soil type influenced the
effectiveness of the herbicides.

GRASS TOLERANCE TO SUBMERSION

Beard and Martin, Michigan, report in the March/April Agronomy Journal
on research investigating ability of certain grasses to withstand submersion
under water, at several temperatures. Creeping bentgrass (Toronto) showed
the greatest tolerance, Kentucky bluegrass and annual bluegrass intermediate
tolerance, and fine fescue (Pennlawn) intolerance. All species were more
tolerant of submersion if the water was cool than if the water was warm.

With warm water even the tolerant species showed some injury in 3 to 4 days,
and intolerant species as soon as removed from the submersion tank (after 1
day submersion). Nearly 3 weeks of continuous submersion was required to
completely Kill Toronto creeping bentgrass in warm water, although the grass
showed 70 percent survival after the same length of time when the water tem-
perature was cool. Other observations showed Penncross to be even more toler-
ant. None of the Pennlawn fine fescue survived after submersion of more than
5 days in warm water. This supports the observation that fine fescue is

often lost in waterlogged soils during warm weather.

BLUEGRASSES REVIEWED

The June issue of Grounds Maintenance carried an article by Malcolm
Shurtleff, I1llinois, on "New Disease Resistant Turf Varieties" The dis-
cussion 11 a rambling one, and it is doubtful that Shurtleff (or anyone else)
could be well apprised of resistance of the many cultivars now available to
even the more fTamiliar diseases. Apparently many of the statements are simply
based upon information provided by originators. The table accompanying the
article lists only 11 bluegrasses, 3 of which are vegetatively propagated, and
several others not available on the current market. Warren’s A-20 rated well,
as did Fylking and Pennstar; Cougar, Prato and Windsor were mostly 'fair”,
whille Merion, strangely, rated 'poor" in every category except leafspot re-
sistance.

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF NUTSEDGE

Keeley et al report in the May issue of Weed Science, on use of the
insect Bactra verutana for control of yellow nutsedge. The research was
done in California. The insect significantly supressed yellow nutsedge if
the attack was early enough in the season (even then plants were often able
to produce tubers and new vegetative growth). Under natural conditions the
insect failed to infest the nutsedge early enough to be a really practical
nutsedge control.
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