go// Courde Su/oerinfenJe

OF NEW ENGLAND, INC.

nits _/4550a°aﬁon

 September, 1975

to deserving Turf Management Students.

Hot's Not the Word for it

Boy, was it hot...and wet...and humid.

That’s how the testy July-August period launched its annual
attack on the golf course superintendent. Everyone agrees it left
its mark.

“A very bad year, indeed,” commented Dr. Joseph Troll of the
University of Massachusetts. “I would classify it among our
worst ever. Excessive rain made for a short root system in the
plants and the heat and humidity compounded the problem by
producing rotting and every other kind of disease you can think
of.”

A summary of the first 40 days of July and August points up the
validity of Dr. Troll’s views. All figures showed spirals toward
and beyond normal numbers.

For example, in Western Massachusetts and the Longmeadow
Country Club station the total precipitation for July was 6.80 in-
ches. The average daily low temperature was 63 degrees. The
average high was a choking 87. And the day to day humidty
checked out at 78 percent.

Twenty of July’s 31 days fell in the ‘“‘extremely humid”’
category. What’s more the incidence of heavy rain invariably was
followed by long, scorching and humid weather. For example, in
the July 13-14 log, it shows a rainfall of three inches. Following
this was a stretch of four days during which the temperature
hovered around 90 and the humidty averaged over 85 percent.
That could have been a killer for most courses.

On top of this, a rainfall of 1.07 inches occurred on July 21. Three
consecutive days of 90-degree heat and high 70-percent humidty
chased after plant life again to make for a 12-day span in which

heavy rains were followed by high humidity, a deadly com-

bination for any kind of growth.

“The unusual incidence of the three factors—rain, heat and

humidity--gave the superintendent little chance to come out of it
without suffering damage,’” Dr. Troll explained. ‘“‘In low areas, he
suffered wet wilt because of the rain and humidity. In high areas,
he suffered dry wilt because of the heat and humidity. The
situation was just awful.”

Dr. Troll repeated his assessment of the superintendent’s plight
in summer. “‘As far as I'm concerned, the superintendent throws
out his aim at a specific target,”” he told. ‘“He shoots to survive
July and August. That’s what the whole game is about. Those two
months can make or break a maintenance program. The super
looks forward to combatting it when he heats up for battle in the
spring and then cleans up the damage it leaves when he licks his
wounds in the fall.”

A check around the Northeast proved that most courses
(superintendents and members, alike) were relieved if their
layouts managed to survive without too much damage to the
greens. ‘“That’s the only area where the superintendent had a
chance,” Dr. Troll remarked. “At my own club in Ambherst, we
were hoping to save the greens and as many tees as possible. The
fairways were at the mercy of the weather conditions and the
plants’ reaction to it.”

The early days of August didn’t promise much relief from the
assault July mounted. For five of the first nine days of the month,

the humidity averaged over 90 percent. And, once again, the
humidity seemed to get a cue from the rain gods and rise to his
highest potency just after a healthy downpour. Temperatures in
the August early times didn’t take any tumble, either. At the
Longmeadow checkpoint, a low of 73 was recorded on Aug. 8.
However a high of 101 on Aug. 2 was sandwiched between highs of
96 on the first and 97 on the third. Most depressing.

“It just seemed to be a period when the weather went ‘wet-hot-
wet-hot’ for the longest of spells,” Dr. Troll continued. “I can’t
think of any worse possible weather pattern. I know of one local
course where one green was under water for two days.”’

The answer, Dr. Troll? “Just keep on working to repair the hurt
and hope for results,” he concluded. “We may have to apply an
old baseball saw to this season. Just try to survive from here on in
and ‘wait till next year.’ Things can’t get any worse...I hope.”

Gerry Finn

Sponsors and administrators of the Lawrence S.
Dickinson Scholarship Fund — Awarded yearly

Next Meeting

Tedesco C.C.
September 4, 1975

Host - Lenny Gregory

Event - Super - Celebrity

Times - Buffet 11:30 - 1:30
Golf - 11:30 on
Dinner - 7:00 p.m.

From route 128 take

route 114 follow to Salem.
Pick up route 1A from
Salem and follow to
Swampscott line.

Course is on left.

Tedesco St.

Directions -
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Just for the Sake of 'Gimmes’

Tom Schofield relayed a rather interesting quote the other
week.

It came from the professional lips of touring star, Dave
Stockton, who dropped this beauty shortly after the conclusion of
the United States Open at Medinah, Ill.: “Four of the greens, cut
too low for the Open at the Medinah Country Club, have been
ruined.”

This causes Schofield, and surely other golf course superin-
tendents, to be wary of hosting tournaments where the course
yields to the demands of the players for impeccable playing
conditions under the threat of having severe damage result from
concession.

The question arises: “When a tournament is scheduled at a
course, what course should the adjustment follow.....should the

players?”

Obviously, the latter was the situation at Medinah. Its weather
barrage prior to the U.S. Open followed the same lines as those
outlined in this month’s other Newsletter piece. The course had
been deluged by rain for several days before play and oppressive
heat followed during the actual tournament battle. Even without
what had to be senseless low-cutting of the greens, the course was
prone to damage on the basis of weather conditions alone. With
the traffic of a tournament added, the situation was tense.

In the June issue of the Newsletter, the New England PGA
forwarded to supers its own guidelines for preparing and marking

sponsoring USGA had complete control over green cuts and other
conditional work, with the control extended them when the con-
tract was signed to stage the Onen at Medinah.

There have been examples--right here in New England--where
members were left a veritable no-man’s land for a golf course
when the pros had left their shots and divots behind them. The
scars take a long time to heal, in many instances carrying over to
refurbishing in the fall when the weather is more cooperative for
such things.

The responsibility for maintaining adequate playing conditions
on a course lies with the superintendent. However, that respon-
sibility apparently is flexible when it comes to making important
decisions affecting the life of those playing conditions. It is not

—players-adjust to-the course or should-the-course-adjust-to-t} right to expect the superintendent “to make repairs after the

tournament is over and bring the course back to life again.” Such
a demand is unfair and, in fact, ludicrous.

We all realize that the pros should be exposed to the best
possible playing conditions. . . but so, too, should the club’s
members. And when the cut of a green or fairway jeopardizes the
future of the course for its members, a wholesale re-evaluation of
the tournament-preparation process appears mandatory.

Just for the sake of a few ‘‘gimme”’ putts the life expectancy of
the golf course’s top playing conditions is in danger. Just 1/32nd
difference in the cut of a green can cause havoc. Is it worth it in
the long run?

Needham, Mass, 02192
Phone 4448412

Club Affiliation
Chestnut Hill Country Club  Needham Golf Club

South Sutton, N.H, 03273 rovi
Phone 938-5436 P
Eastham Golf Course

n 9
Club Affiliation
Agawam Hunt

Bedford, N.H. 03102
Phone 472-3454

Club Affiliation

York Goif & Teanis Club

a golf course for tournament play. Some of the preparational Gerry Finn
comments should have stirred the superintendent’s populace to
reaction, i.e...... s s e ok o o s R o ok o Rk ok
“General width of fairway 30 yards, more or less depending
upon difficulty of hole. Fairways 1/2 inch cut, greens, 3/16 inch
cut, rough 1 é/z inch cut for six feet, three foot cut beyond.
Recommended lip on bunkers three inches.” o
For some reason, professional golfers come to expect the best in 60”9 rq fll I 4 ﬂ ons fo
playing conditions. . . whether conditions for effecting such utopia
are favorable or not. And, in many cases, the course condition R o
becomes a crutch for him in the limp from scoring tent to car and Phil Dirico
a miss of the cut. Steve Tricca
The Medinah mess should serve as warning to members to Voted in as Associate members
green and golf committees who front the course when tour-
naments are scheduled at their clubs. More than likely, it was the
decision of someone other than the Medinah superintendent to
~turn the greens there into pool tables: It-must be assumed that the —t———— —_— =
Last Months Tournament Results
Blind draw team net
Net 53 Net 55 Net 56 Net 57
Dave Barber Bruce Petelli Ron Hansen Ron Kirkman
Pierre Costa Lenny Blodgett Steve Tricca Phil Direco
Don Hearn Bert Frederick Phil Cassidy Steve Butler
Bob Johnson Eric Brown Julius Akston Bob Mcquire
President First Vice President Second Vice President Secretary Treasurer Trustee Trustoe Trustee Finance Chairman
THOMAS CURRAN RONALD KIRKMAN CGCS LUCIEN DUVAL MAX MIERZWA DAVE BARBER ARTHUR WASBURN DONALD HEARN
Fox Chase Road 25 Green St 12 Gault Road 108 Crestwood Street 1 Muriel Road 520 No. Main St. 4 Topeka Rosd

Chicopee, Mass, 01020
Phone 534-4996 Phone 2564417
Club Affilistion Club Affiliation
Chicopee Country Club  Wayland Country Club

Chelmsford, Mass. 01824 Cohasset, Mass, 02026
17 Phone 383.9532
Club Affiliation

Cohasset Golf Club

Cheimsford, Mass, 01824
Phone 256-8709

Club Aftiliation

Weston Golf Club




Sound Off
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(Here we go again. Sound Off’s coming at you. It’s that little
feature which is offered for members, friends and readers of the
Newsletter to open their minds and fill the rest of us with com-
ments, criticisms and maybe even an occasional sprig of praise.
All contributors to this section are asked to make their letters as
short, concise as possible and include names and addresses. The
Newsletter respects the right of identity and will withhold names,
cddresses or whatever upon request of the sender. All com-
munication should be directed to Newsletter Mail Bag, 290 North
Street, Sudbury, Mass. 01776. The Newsletter reserves the right to
comment on all letters.)
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“I was very interested in a letter you published last month
regarding the strange habits of golf course ducks. It seems that
animals have become a part of the golf kingdom of late. At any
rate, I seem to notice more ducks and the like finding homes on
courses all over the country.

“We had an experience here with a duck which I think warrants
a comment or two.

“It seems one of our prize feathered friends--a white duck--lost
all mobility and appeared to be reaching for the great beyond. It
was suggested that it be put away in a merciful approach.
However, one of the course workers intervened and took it upon
himself to bring the ‘dying’ duck to a veterinarian.

“Happy to say, the malady was not serious. The vet said our
white duck probably had eaten something that didn’t agree with
him-her. It lost a lot of weight but is well on the way to recovery.
“He’s alert, but depressed,” was the vet’s report.

“I was wondering if any of you people have had similar ex-
periences with ducks and if you've ever thought of contacting
Blue Cross to see how much a premium on a duck would cost.”

JOSEPH MADDEN
Stockbridge, Mass.

Good show, Joe. Ducks have become the little darlings of the
fairways. Thank heavens, you didn’t bring your ailing one to a
‘“‘quack.”
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“The continuing practice of vandals stealing green flagsticks *

seems appalling to me in the light that I really don’t know what a
person would do with one unless he owned his own golf course.

“During a recent tournament at our club, I noticed that the
course superintendent wasted no time getting the flagsticks back
to safety. As soon as the last foursome had left the first green, he
picked up the flag. He went along scooping them up on succeeding
holes.

“I was wondering if any of your readers ever have seen a
flagstick performing a function away from the golf course. There
can’t be any use for them other than what was originally in-
tended.”

VINCE JONES
East Longmeadow, Mass.

That’s a pretty good query, Vince. We have scoured around
looking for missing flagsticks but to no avail. The closest thing to
one performing a function off the course was an old ski pole which
was being used as a tie for tomato plants.

Golf Chairman i Chai Chai

Past Presidemt

BRIAN COWAN

Robins Way

Harwich, Mass. 02645
Phone 4329041

Club Affiliation

Eastward Ho Country Club

LARRY BUNN

145 Dedham Street
Canton, Mass, 02021
Phone 828-7266

Club Affiliation

Blue Hills Country Club

THOMAS SCHOFIELD
290 North Road
Sudbury, Mass. 01776
Phone 443.3712

Club Affiliation
Weltesiey Country Club

ROBERT GRANT CGCS
22 Patricia Road
Sudbury. Mass, 01776
Phone 443-2671

Ciub Affiliation

Brae Burn Country Club

“In a recent article, you talked about the negligence of certain
golfers who fail to fix ball marks on the greens and even go to the
damaging extent of using regular greens as targets for approach
shots during their practice sessions.

“To follow up on the awareness of this condition, I would like to
make the suggestion that most of the ball marks on greens are put
there by the low handicap golfer who supposedly ‘knows all’ about
the game.

“My observations lead me to believe that the all-knowing low-
handicapper needs lessons in golf etiquette and plain manners
(which would include respect of public and private property.)

“It seems that the only time this par-busting culprit ever takes
it upon himself to repar a mark is when.that mark is in his putting
line. On situations where they don’t affect his try for a bird, he
simply ignores them.

“Think about this for a moment. You know that most hackers
don’t have the ability to hit a golf ball the right way in the first
place. They either run the ball onto the green with a half-skulled
shot or have it reach there under other miraculous ecir-
cumstances. On the other hand, the low-handicapper puts ‘bite’ on
his approach shots and they do just that. . . taking a bite out of the
green.

“The same holds true for divots in the fairway. The only time a
hacker makes them is when he hits a mile behind the ball,
whereas the low-handicapper is hitting ‘down and through’ all the
time.”

CHARLES GIBBONS
Worcester, Mass.

We don’t wish to enter what appears to be a budding con-
troversy, Charley. We’re not concerned with who makes the
marks. . . only with those who fail te repair them.
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“I would like to report to those, who may have missed it, that we
had another enjoyable summer field trip here in Western
Massachusetts.

““As usual, the picnic setting, appealed to all. This year at-
tendance hit 200 which is my way of thinking that people would
like more of same.

“QOur program was well-received, with the formal presentations
and informal discussion period after lunch keeping everyone well-
convinced the field trip idea is a good one.

“Of course the natural beauty of Mt. Sugarloaf added to the
affair. We hope to keep the field trip on an annual basis and ap-
preciate the support of those who have attended.”

JOSEPH TROLL
Ambherst, Mass.

Maybe next year you’ll need the whole mountain to ac-
commodate the crowds, Joe. Any educational endeavor deserves
a pat on the back.
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(That winds us down to the end of another rap session with the
reader. Like always, it was interesting. Keep those cards and
letters coming. This is your space in your Newsletter.)

Information contained in this publication may be used
freely, in whole or in part, without special permission as long
as the true context is maintained. We would appreciate a
credit line.




Pleace patronize FRIENDS OF THE ASSOCIATION

Alfco, Inc.
Fertilizers and Chemical Specialties
P. 0. Box 267, Marietta, Ohio

Baker Tractor Corp., Ford Tractors
Harley Davidson Golf Cars
Swansea, Massachusetts

Chanderlin Seed Co., Inc., Division of
Lofts Pedigreed Seed, Inc.,

20 Beck Road Arlington, Mass. 02174
Joe Moran — Rep.

The Charles C. Hart Seed Co.
Wethersfield, Conn.

James R. Fitzroy, Rep.

Bus. (203) — 529-2537

Corenco Corporation
525 Woburn Street
Tewksbury, Mass. 01876
=S WrAnthony———————=u

1-800-222-7976 — 1-800-225-7955

*The Clapper Co.
1121 Washington St.
West Newton, Mass.

*Geoffrey S. Cornish & William G. Robinson
Golf Course Architects
Fiddlers Green, Amherst, Mass. 01002

George E. Cull
Terra-Green Soil Conditioner
112 Green St., Abington, Mass.

C.S. Curran
T.R. C. Products, Oils and Greases
7 Linden St., Framingham, Mass.

E-Z-Go Golf Car

Sales - Service - Rentals
Polaris / E-Z-Go Northeast
Box 817

North Falmouth, Mass. 02556

Farm Bureau Association

158 Lexington St., Waltham, Mass. 02154
Fred Heyliger, Representative

Bus. 893-3570 Home 772-3605

Ron Gagne - Scotts Golf Course Div.
5 Kendall Park, Norton, Mass.
617-285-7466

Gold Star Sod Farms, Inc.
Merion Blue Sod & Bark Muich
Canterbury, New Hampshire
1-800-528-5205

Grounds Equipment Co., Inc.
383 Boylston St., Newton Cen., Mass.

Gull Agricultural Service Co.
Allen Bonnell 617-362-2181
Joe Silk 6177843966

55 Freeman Road
Yarmouthport, Mass. 02675

Holliston Sand Company, Inc.
Lowland Street, Holliston, Mass. 01746
Sand for Golf Bunkers and Traps

~Trrigation & Equipment Supply Co.

P.O. Box 147 Route 1
Walpole, Mass. 02081
Tel. 617-668-7814

Kenneth Barrie Corp.
249 Milton St. Dedham, Mass 02026
Tel. (617) 364-3333

*Tom Irwin, Inc.
11B A Street
Burlington, Mass.

Karandrew Turf Farms, Inc.
Sam Mitchell, Sales Representative
15 Longmeadow Drive, Canton, Mass.

Larchmont Irrigation Co.
Larchmont Ln., Lexington, Mass.

Lee Lime Corp.

Lee, Mass. (413) 243-0053
2 Special Spreaders designed
for Golf Courses

Mallinckrodt, Inc.
Second and Mallinckrodt Streets
St. Louis, Missouri 63147

Magovern Company, Inc.
Lawn Acre Road
Windsor Lock, Conn.

* Contributors to the Lawrence S. Dickinson Scholarship Fund
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TOM SCHOFIELD
Newsletter Committee Chairman
280 North Road
Sudbury, Mass, 01776
Phone 443-3712
Club Affjliation
Wellesley Country Club

DONALD HEARN
Business Manager

LEQON 8T, PIERRE
Co-ordinator

GERRY FINN
Contributing Editor

FIRST CLASS

R. F. Morse & Son, Inc.
Cranberry Highway

West Wareham, Mass. 02576
Tel. 617-295-1553

New England Power Sweeping Co. Inc.
Parking Lots and Roadways

187 South Street

Needham, Mass. 02192

Jack Kidd Phone 332-1451

New England Sealcoating Co., Inc.
Tennis Court Const. and Maintenance
Sealcoating — Hingham Industrial Center
Hingham, Mass. Tel. 749-3236

Old Fox Chemical Inc.

Fertilizers — Seeds — Turf Chemicals
66 Valley Street

East Providenice, Rhode Island 02914

Si] Pauliﬁi. Inc.
6 Manor Avenue
Natick, Mass. 01760

Richey & Clapper, Inc.
28 Rutledge Road
Natick, Mass. 01760

Trencher & Equipment Leasing, Inc.
Ditch Witch Trenchers

38 Fairview St., Agawam, Mass. 01001
Phone 413-786-8600

*Sawtelle Brothers
565 Humphrey Street
Swampscott, Mass.

Tel. 617/599-4856

Tuco Products Co.

Division of the Upjohn Company
Kalamazoo, Michigan

David Sylvester  (914) 462-7117

White Turf Engineering
5 Sumner Drive, Winchendon, Mass. 01475

617-297-0941

Philip A. Wogan
Golf Course Architect
21 Budleigh Ave., Beverly, Mass.

First Class
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