
Golf Course Superintendents 
LETTER 

Association OF NEW ENGLAND, INC. 

Sponsors and administrators of the Troll-Dickinson Scholarship 
Fund - Awarded yearly to deserving Turf Management Students. June 1997 

East Mountain G.C.'s Jim Perez wins 
regional Environmental Steward Award 
T h e East Mountain Golf Course in 
Westfield, Mass. always has been known 
as environment- friendly. But that may 
be an understatement. 

A few minutes with its superintendent, 
Jim Perez, and his words inspire an 
upgrade in that description. East Moun-
tain is environment-obsessed. 

Protecting and preserving the environ-
ment is a way of life at East Mountain, 
the Perez family-owned public layout that 
was built on top of an expanse of under-
ground lakes, springs, and wells known 
as the "Barnes Aquifer" in 1963. Since 
then, that mentality has dictated the 
maintenance program at the popular 
18-hole layout. 

Apparently, Jim Perez' dedication to 
environment-laced thinking and planning 
is no secret. Recently, he was honored by 
the Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion of America as winner of its Northeast 
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'1 d©nsi know what it is 
about feeling indebted to 
the environment and all 
natural things. I suppose 
being off the beaten path, 
out in the country, has 
something to do with it." 

Jim Perez 
East Mountain G.C. 

Regional Section Environmental Steward 
Award. This means Jim has spread his 
wings. Two years ago he was named 
winner of the Greens Business Award by 
the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. 
In addition, that same year his efforts 
were recognized and recorded by the 
House of Representatives. 

"I don't know what it is about feeling 
indebted to the environment and all natu-
ral things," Jim said. "I suppose being off 
the beaten path, out in the country, has 
something to do with it. We have a small 
town approach to things. We live off the 
land and give back to it. That's how it's 
always been around here." 

East Mountain could be called the 
Green Acres of golf courses in the western 
Massachusetts area. The course grew out 
of an innocent remark made by Jim Perez' 
late uncle, Paul. 

"The way I remember it. Uncle Paul 
and my dad (Ted Perez, Sr.) were playing 
a round of golf at a local public course 
and were a little upset with the way 
management there treated the custom-
ers," Jim told. "There was too much 
regimentation. It wasn't fun for them. 
So, Uncle Paul suggested that the two 
of them build their own golf course. 
It just mushroomed from there." 

At the time, Ted Perez, Sr. worked 
as a toolmaker at the Springfield Armory 
and had no idea what building and main-
taining a golf course entailed. However, 
he hiked himself to the library, read 
books, visited other courses, and decided 
he could make it go. 

He bought enough land, mortgaged 
himself to the hilt, and engineered some 
working capital by selling 200 subdivision 
building lots. From there, he set about 
designing the course himself and East 
Mountain was born, first as a nine-hole 
layout and eventually stretched to a full 
18 holes. Thirty-four years later it has 
become a family enterprise, with six 
members of the Perez clan actively 
involved in the course's operations. 

Jim Perez has been East Mountain's 
superintendent since 1986, and his 
brother, Ted, Jr., is the club pro. There's 
an interesting sidelight to the cementing 
of those two positions. 

"When we were kids, Ted and I had to 
work on the golf course after school and 
weekends," Jim explained. "Both of us 

continued on page 2 
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P R E S I D E N T 
R o b e r t D IR loo , C G C S 
3 2 6 Fu l le r S t r e e t , W e s t N e w t o n , M A 0 2 1 6 5 
6 1 7 - 5 2 7 - 6 9 6 8 F a x 6 1 7 - 5 2 7 - 0 0 6 9 
B r a e B u r n C o u n t r y C l u b 

V I C E P R E S I D E N T 
K e v i n F. O s g o o d 
1 4 I n m a n L a n e , F o x b o r o u g h , M A 0 2 0 3 5 
61 7 - 6 3 0 - 1 9 5 0 Fax 6 1 7 - 9 6 9 - 8 7 5 6 
N e w t o n C o m m o n w e a l t h Go l f C o u r s e 

S E C R E T A R Y 
J a m e s F i t z roy , C G C S 
3 5 7 W . S q u a n t u m S t r e e t , N o r t h Q u l n o y , M A 0 2 1 7 1 
6 1 7 - 3 2 8 - 1 7 7 6 F a x 6 1 7 - 3 2 8 - 9 4 7 9 
P r e s i d e n t s G o l f C o u r s e 

T R E A S U R E R 
R o b e r t R u s z a l a 
6 9 G e l i n a s D r i ve , C h l c o p e e , M A 0 1 0 2 0 
4 1 3 - 2 5 6 - 8 6 5 4 F a x 4 1 3 - 5 9 2 - 0 1 2 0 
H i c k o r y R i d g e C o u n t r y C l u b 

T R U S T E E 
M i c h a e l N a g l e , C G C S 
51 L i n c o l n A v e n u e , H o l d e n , M A 0 1 5 2 0 
5 0 8 - 8 5 3 - 6 5 7 4 F a x 5 0 8 - 8 5 6 - 7 1 7 0 
W o r c e s t e r C o u n t r y C l u b 

T R U S T E E 
D a v i d C o m e e 
6 5 M a r q u e t t e S t r e e t , G a r d n e r , M A 0 1 4 4 0 
5 0 8 - 2 9 7 - 1 2 2 3 Fax 5 0 8 - 2 9 7 - 0 9 1 1 
T h e W l n c h e n d o n S c h o o l C o u n t r y C l u b 

T R U S T E E 
A r t h u r S i l va , C G C S 
3 5 P e n n a c o o k R o a d , T e w k s b u r y , M A 0 1 7 0 1 
61 7 - 4 8 4 - 5 3 6 0 Fax 61 7 - 4 8 4 - 8 3 2 1 
B e l m o n t C o u n t r y C l u b 

F I N A N C E C H A I R M A N 
J a m e s B. C o n a n t , C G C S 
6 3 9 S o u t h S t r e e t , P l t t s f i e l d , M A 0 1 2 0 2 
41 3 - 4 4 7 - 8 5 0 6 F a x 41 3 - 4 4 7 - 8 5 0 2 
C o u n t r y C l u b o f P i t t s f i e l d 

G O L F C H A I R M A N 
M i c h a e l J. H e r m a n s o n 
1 0 0 E a t o n S t r e e t , G a r d n e r , M A 0 1 4 4 0 
5 0 8 - 6 3 2 - 2 7 1 3 Fax 5 0 8 - 6 3 2 - 2 0 2 9 
G a r d n e r M u n i c i p a l Go l f C o u r s e 

E D U C A T I O N C H A I R M A N 
M i c h a e l V . l a c o n o , C G C S 
4 2 N e w t o n S t r e e t , W e s t o n , M A 0 2 1 9 3 
6 1 7 - 8 9 9 - 7 9 1 3 Fax 6 1 7 - 6 4 7 - 0 6 0 2 
P ine B r o o k C o u n t r y C l u b 

N E W S L E T T E R C H A I R M A N 
W a y n e F. L a C r o I x , C G C S 
9 7 G o u l d R o a d , A n d o v e r , M A 0 1 8 1 0 
5 0 8 - 4 7 5 - 6 6 3 8 F a x 5 0 8 - 4 7 5 - 9 4 8 8 
A n d o v e r C o u n t r y C l u b 

P A S T P R E S I D E N T 
E d w a r d L. B r e a r l e y 
1 8 9 M a t f i e l d S t r e e t , W e s t B r l d g e w a t e r , M A 0 2 3 7 9 
5 0 8 - 5 8 4 - 6 5 6 8 F a x 5 0 8 - 5 8 3 - 0 9 7 8 
D a h n T l b b e t t P r o f e s s i o n a l Go l f S e r v i c e s 

t^TTHE i NEWSLETTER 
G C S A N E H e a d q u a r t e r s - G o l f H o u s e 
1 9 0 P a r k R o a d , W e s t o n , M a 0 2 1 9 3 
(800 ) 8 3 3 - 4 4 5 1 F a x ( 6 1 7 ) 8 9 3 - 6 1 3 7 

N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r . . . W a y n e L a C r o i x , C G C S 
C o n t r i b u t i n g E d i t o r G e r r y F i n n 
B u s i n e s s M a n a g e r R o b e r t R u s s a l a 

I n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d In t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n m a y b e 
u s e d f r ee l y , In w h o l e o r in p a r t , w i t h o u t s p e c i a l 
p e r m i s s i o n a s l o n g as t h e t r u e c o n t e x t is m a i n -
t a i n e d . W e w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e a c r e d i t l ine. 

continued from page 1 
played golf and were pretty good at i t 
However, I knew where I was headed in 
the operation. When we mowed the 
greens, I usually wound up cutting 13 
of them and Ted managed to finish five. 
So, he became the pro prospect and I 
was the superintendent-in-waiting." 

Jim learned a lot about maintenance 
and regard for the environment from one 
of East Mountain's early superintendents, 
Donnie Brainard. Donnie schooled Jim 
with the idea of maintenance based on 
organic products, and Jim has never 
strayed from that mindset. 

The organic dependence is highlighted 
virtually every January when East Moun-
tain's greens are turned into a frozen 
mass. "When we know they're (greens) 
firm enough, I take my one-ton pickup 
and plow every one of them," Jim 
explained. "Then I cover them with a 
dark organic fertilizer. The combination 
of the late winter sun and those organics 
work wonders with our greens. 

Another Jim Perez conditioning aid 
has to do with aerating fairways. He 
doesn't. Rather, he cultivates the inestima-
ble number of earth worms there. "I let 
them aerate the fairways,", he quipped. 
"And they do a darn good job." 

Recently, Jim opted to substitute "turf 
cocktail" for fungicides. The cocktail, 
of course, is 100 percent fish concentrate. 
He started this program in 1990 and 
says the results are just as effective as 
using chemicals. 

Jim has busied himself away from the 
course with organics seminars and obser-
vations of maintenance programs at other 
clubs. He makes it clear that use of 
organics requires a lot of patience. "They 
don't work overnight," he stressed. "You 
have to give it time." 

Since the East Mountain operation 
revolves around public links players, and 

esWe have a small town 
approach to things. We 
live off the land and give 
hack to it. That's how it's 
always been around here." 

jim Perez 
East Mountain G.C. 

Getting elms to nature, 
to natural thingsis 
second-nature for m e and 
my family." 

jim Perez 
East Mountain G.C. 

because it is family-owned and managed, 
the demands of players are minimized. 
"We know we'll never be an Augusta 
National in the matter of course condition-
ing," Jim emphasized. "And we've 
conditioned our players to that outlook. 
They've learned to live with clover and 
maybe sieges of crabgrass. But that's our 
advantage. No one tells us how to run 
our business." 

Yet, East Mountain boasts of a host of 
satisfied customers. Visiting the course, 
watching the operation, seeing the results, 
it's just like watching television's Green 
Acres reruns. "Getting close to nature, to 
natural things, is second nature for me 
and my family," Jim concluded. "It's in 
our blood. That's how all of us feel." 

G E R R Y F I N N 

Calendar 
J u n e 9 G C S A N E Month ly M e e t i n g 

Eas tward Ho Coun t ry Club 
Harwich, Mass. 
Supt . - Br ian Cowan, CGCS 

July 7 G C S A N E Month ly M e e t i n g 
T e a m of Two C h a m p i o n s h i p 
Tedesco Count ry Club 
Marb lehead , Mass. 
Supt . - Pe ter Hasak 

Augus t 4 G C S A N E Month ly M e e t i n g 
C h a m p i o n s h i p 
Winches t e r Count ry Club 
Winches te r , Mass. 
Sup t . - Daniel Higgins, CGCS 

Sept . 15 G C S A N E Month ly Mee t ing 
J o i n t m e e t i n g wi th 
R h o d e I s l a n d GCSA 
Pine Brook Count ry Club 
Wal tham, Mass. 
Sup t . - Michael lacono, CGCS 

Oct. 14 GCSANE Month ly M e e t i n g 
S u p t . / C l u b Off ic ia l T o u r n a m e n t 
Brae Burn Count ry Club 
Newton, Mass. 
Sup t . - Rober t DiRico, CGCS 
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71 he Super Spmks Out 
This month The Super Speaks Out revisits the spikeiess, or soft-spike, golf shoe issue. 
It's an update on the progress made in popularizing the use of non-metallic golf shoes. 

Mike Mermanson, Gardner Municipal 
Golf Course: (Hermanson is a member 
of the GCSANE Board of Directors and is 
the association's golf chairman.) "Our 
group has been active in an attempt to 
influence the use of nonmetallic golf 
shoes, and has emphasized that stand 
by mandating a non-metallic policy for 
members and guests playing in associa-
tion events. We haven't wavered from 
that position and don't intend to soften 
it, either. 

"There's been some negative publicity 
regarding the use of alternative, soft 
spike, spikeiess, whatever the name for 
non-metallic shoes. Some critics even have 
gone so far as to suggest that we (golf 
course superintendents) are supporting 
the trend away from metallic shoes to 
save our jobs. That's a lot of bull. 

"There are 20 or more reasons to 
eliminate the use of metallic golf shoes. 
They are harmful to the quality of the 
greens, they raise heck with carpeting 
in the clubhouse as well with pavement 
outside. And the list grows on. 

"The overview of these reasons boils 
down to the one, glaring reason for the 
superintendents' endorsement of non-
metallic shoes. In one simple sentence, 
we're doing it for the good of the game. 
We're not trying to be crusaders, not 
trying to save our jobs, or trying to make 
our jobs easier. We think that once the 
non-metallic movement takes hold, golf 
will be a better game because of it. 

"We're convinced, too, that once golf-
ers become aware of the positive qualities 
attached to non-metallic shoes, they will 
switch to an alternative without making 
a big issue of it. 

"Personally, I was part of an eye-
opening experience last year when the 
association held a tournament at Oak 
Hill. It was a spikeiess (soft spike) event 
and over 80 players teed off at 1 p.m. 
The greens were pure when we started. 
Four or more hours later, after the field 
had finished the round, the greens were 

still as smooth as when we began play. 
It was amazing. I'm sure everyone there 
decided their metallic golf shoe days 
were over. 

"As for the future of banning metallic 
shoes, the timetable for complete elimina-
tion is on hold. Eventually, it will happen. 
My type of course (municipal, public) will 
be the last to comply. But I can see the 
day when metallic shoes go the way of 
high-button shoes." 

Pe t e r Hasak, Tedesco Country Club: 
(Last year the Tedesco Board of Directors 
voted to ban metallic shoes for the fall 
(Oct. 1 - on) golf season. However, this 
year a full-member vote rescinded the 
ban). "First of all, let me say that the ban, 
even though it lasted only a couple of 
months, was a success because it brought 
the non-metallic issue to a point where 
our members saw for themselves what 
the question was all about. They saw the 
plus side of the alternative shoe and they 
say they also experienced some negative 
results. 

"What really counts, though, is the 
fact that soft spikes are catching on here. 
Our policy stands that soft spikes are 
optional but strongly suggested for use 
on the Tedesco course. At the moment 
there are about 70 percent of the member-
ship wearing soft spikes. 

"So, why the change of heart and the 
vote against cold-turkey banning of metal-
lic shoes? I think the strongest reason is 
that members feel equipment should not 
be dictated. Another is the timing of the 
ban. You know, those weepy autumn 
mornings created conditions when the 
grasses were very slippery. It just wasn't 
the time to do it. 

"In the meantime, improvements in 
soft spikes are sure to come. Eventually, 
their use will satisfy everybody's needs 
and fears. Even though our ban has been 
lifted, I consider it a success." 

levin Osgood, Newton Commonwealth 
Golf Club: (Kevin has been instrumental, 
along with the Golf Club Owners Associa-
tion, in establishing a soft spike golf shoe 
policy for public courses). "The biggest 
obstacle in our attempt to take metallic 
shoes out of play on public courses is that 
one course still offering an alternative 
to golfers who have been banned from 
wearing metal spikes elsewhere. In other 
words, we have to get together on this. 
If one public course forbids the use of 
metal spikes, we all have to do it. 

"And that's coming. We have about 25 
courses in New England (the majority in 
Massachusetts) that have adopted our 
revised policy. It offers golfers a gradual 
adjustment to soft spikes. An educational 
program in April and May kicked off the 
move. On June 1 the approach changes to 
a strong recommendation that soft spikes 
be worn. Then on Oct. 1 a hard ban on 
metallic shoes goes into effect. 

"Believe me, this probably is the big-
gest hurdle we have in eliminating metal 
spikes. There can't be a rapid changeover. 
We have to have a chance to condition 
our golfers, to educate them on the advan-
tages of soft spikes and to ease them into 
wearing soft spikes permanently. 

"There's no doubt in anyone's mind 
that soft spikes are the answer to greens 
that are chewed up by heavy play. It's a 
matter of convincing golfers, private club 
members, and public links players that 
their game will be all that much better 
because of soft spikes. That's what we're 
trying to do with a program that allows 
public golfers to experience a gradual 
conversion to soft spikes. 

"The day is approaching when metal 
spikes become obsolete. We know it and 
the golf spike manufacturers know it. 
Once the public shares that knowledge, 
soft spikes won't be the alternative. 
They'll be the only choice." 

GERRY FINN 



Maintenance of healthy golf course p@nd¡§ 
by Lee Lyman 
President, Lycott Environmental, Inc. 

Water is a necessity for golf courses. An 
abundance of water is needed to maintain 
the turf and flower beds, as well as 
provide the clubhouse with a steady flow 
of potable water. Although some golf 
course ponds are created for storm water 
retention or irrigation, many ponds are 
designed for aesthetic reasons, or to cre-
ate a challenge for golfers. Water hazards 
have become an integral part of golf 
course architecture. If you think of a favor-
ite hole on a golf course, there is most 
likely a water body associated with it. 

With few exceptions, these water 
bodies will require periodic maintenance 
for excessive weed and/or algae growth. 
Problems arise when the excessive aquatic 
vegetation: (a) interferes with the aesthet-
ics: (b) blocks the intake pipes; or (c) 
decreases the volume or quality of the 
water. Although there are several tech-
niques available for the management of 
aquatic vegetation, most require that the 
pond's water not be used for irrigation 
for a period of days or weeks. 

GCSANE News 

Many golf course superintendents are 
implementing management techniques on 
their own. This practice can be risky, 
costly, and often ineffective. For example, 
aeration systems and fountains only have 
a limited effect on algae growth, and have 
virtually no effect on rooted plant growth. 
Chemical dyes, in limited applications, 
may help preclude the re-growth of algae, 
but they will not manage the aquatic 
vegetation. If downstream water bodies 
are discolored as a result of the dye appli-
cation, local or state authorities may 
become involved. 

In the last several years entrepreneurs 
have been marketing products that are 
not currently regulated. Many times it is 
difficult to determine what is being used 
because the manufacturer considers this 
information as proprietary. The claims 
made regarding these products are quite 
impressive. However, most of the products 
have not been subjected to scientific scru-
tiny or practical application to determine 
their effectiveness or effect on the water-
body's ecosystem. These products are 
designed to manipulate the food chain in 
the waterbody to encourage certain life 

forms, while reducing more objectionable 
organisms. Although these products may 
have some merit and may become a valu-
able management tool in the future, until 
they are proven effective the techniques 
that have been subject to years of scien-
tific research and practical application 
should be considered. These methods, 
which are effective when properly imple-
mented, include: mechanical removal-
harvesting, hydro-raking, and suction 
harvesting lake-level drawdown; and herbi-
cides and algicides. Permits and licenses 
are required for most management tech-
niques throughout the Northeast. 

Looking toward the future, it would 
be beneficial for golf course architects 
to provide alternative water sources for 
irrigation purposes. For example, a sec-
ond pond can be used for irrigation when 
the first pond needs management, or 
groundwater wells could be utilized 
when irrigation ponds need treatment. 

In subsequent articles the details and 
regulations involved with managing water 
bodies will be discussed. Your input as a 
superintendent is welcome. 

« Remember when?'3: People & events of GCSANE's past 
Remember when? recalls GCSANE's sig-
nificant events and individuals of the past. 

20 years ago 
USGA Greens Section Northeast chief 

A1 Radko, commenting on the harsh 
winter of 1976, said that northern Con-
necticut, northern New York, and all of 
Massachusetts were the areas hardest 
hit by nasty weather. He also reported 
that damage was limited, mostly breaks 
in irrigation lines. 

Radko was wary of the 60-degree days 
and 30-degree nights that had given early-
bird golfers false impressions of playing 
conditions in most of New England. 

"Telling the golfer that the ground 
below the surface is cold while he's play-
ing in shirtsleeves is a rather complicated 
development," he said. "Golfers warm up 
to playing much faster than soil warms up 
to providing a comfortable home in which 

the grass grows and prospers. But these 
are the things we have to live with." 

In an ironic related development, the 
May meeting of the GCSANE was can-
celed because of a freak snowstorm. 

15 years ago 
When Steve Murphy (GCSANE golf 

chairman) announced the winners of the 
monthly meeting tournament at Hampden 
Country Club, he presented a special 
award (a bag of tees) to Joel McKoan of 
Sawtelle Bros, for whiffing a three wood 
from the middle of the 14th fairway. Joel 
caught all air, no grass or ball, then 
explained that he needs "longer clubs". 

New association members introduced 
during the monthly meeting included 
Don Marrone, Jr. of Wachusett C.C., John 
Streeter of Alpine C.C., Kip Tyler of Salem 
C.C., and Mike Legere of Holden Hills. 
To be voted on in the near future: Charles 

Zeh of Sandy Burr, John Lensing of 
Norfolk, Phil DiRico of Shaker Farms, and 
Doug Stachura of Springfield C.C. 

5 years ago 
The May monthly meeting tournament 

was a team of two, quota style event, with 
the following results: Tie for first - Rick 
Arzillo and Joe Eckstrom, plus 6; Leroy 
Allen and Ed Uhlman, plus 6. Tie for 
third - Paul Jamrog and Dave Devin, plus 
4; Dave Barber and Steve Chiavaroli, plus 
4. B Longest drive - Keith Gavin. Closest 
to pin - Joe Rybka. 

Orrin Ellis, superintendent at Pine 
Meadows C.C., had his article, "A Proce-
dure to Enhance Early Spring Green-up" 
(The Newsletter, February 1992) reprinted 
in the highly regarded "The Grass Roots" 
publication of the Wisconsin GCSA. 
Congratulations, Orrin. 

GERRY FINN 
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A guide to selecting fuel storage tanks 
by MECO Environmental, Inc. 

M E C O Environmental, Inc. was incorpo-
rated in 1986 to serve the petroleum 
storage industry. Over the past 11 years 
the petroleum industry and contractors 
serving it have experienced a great change 
in the way projects are designed and con-
structed. MECO has installed fuel storage 
facilities at over 25 golf clubs throughout 
Massachusetts, and in each case we have 
been required to design a facility that 
meets the needs of the club and satisfies 
the requirements of the local fire marshall. 

I mention the local fire marshall up 
front, because it is through this office 
which all permitting and licensing is done. 
Ultimately this officer of the town has 
authority to approve or disapprove the 
tank project, so it is here we begin our de-
sign. Usually the fire marshall states that 
their town follows the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Fire Prevention Regula-
tions 5.27 CMR 9.00 with respect to fuel 
storage tanks/containers. We always ask 
if the town approves/disapproves of above-
ground fuel storage tanks for gasoline. 
Even though fire-resistant above-ground 
tanks are approved for use in Massachu-
setts for storage of gasoline, individual 
towns have authority to restrict/forbid 
their use. Assuming the club has a valid li-
cense to store X amount of gallons of fuel 
on the property and your goal is to store 
up to that amount in your new facility, 
you should be all set to select which stor-
age system serves you most efficiently. 
With this information, we now know the 
parameters in which we can work in de-
signing a fuel storage facility. 

The first decision is whether to store 
fuel above-ground or underground. This 
decision is sometimes out of your hands 
via the local fire marshall, board of direc-
tors, conservation commission, club 
owner, etc., and needs to be answered up 
front. The advantages of above-ground 
storage are that you can always relocate 
the facility, the system is easy to maintain, 
the ability to monitor a potential problem 
in plain sight, and you are no longer 
owner of an underground tank. The often 
cited drawbacks of above-ground tanks are 
that they take up precious space, distance 
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requirements from property lines and 
buildings can be difficult to meet, they are 
targets for vandalism/product theft, and 
they tend to be slightly more expensive 
than underground tanks. Those are ques-
tions that you must answer in deciding 
which method of fuel storage will serve 
your club best, not only this year, but in 
years to come. First, let us look at under-
ground tanks and equipment options. 

The way I look at underground storage 
tanks, there are basically three options, 
but before that, note that all underground 
tanks should be 360 degrees dual-wall and 
manufactured to the UL specification for 
that design. First, you have cathodically 
protected dual-wall steel underground 
tanks manufactured by a Steel Tank Insti-
tute licensee. Second, there are dual-wall 
fiberglass reinforced plastic (FRP) tanks 
manufactured by Xerxes or Fluid Contain-
ment tank manufacturing companies. Last, 
there are numerous designs, often called 
composite designs, that are a steel primary 
tank with a non-metallic secondary jacket. 
All underground tanks we have used are 
covered with a 30-year warranty against 
corrosion. Each manufacturer claims their 
product is superior, and it is not my mis-
sion to advertise one product versus the 

Friend of the Association Profile 

other, but rather to point out what the 
strengths of each product. 

I have found dual-wall steel STI-PS 
tanks to be the least expensive tank per 
gallon of storage in the under 3,000 gal-
lon sizes. STI-P3 tanks include (1) sacri-
ficial zinc anodes attached at each end 
which protect the tank against corrosion; 
(2) the tank was sandblasted and coated 
with 10-15 ml of protective coating; and 
(3) di-electric bushings in each tank open-
ing electrically isolate the tank from all 
piping/accessories to preserve the 
cathodic protection system. Steel tanks 
cannot be challenged for structural 
strength, and properly maintained should 
easily serve for 30 years. Steel tanks are 
very flexible in size configurations. The 
knock on steel tanks is always corrosion. 
High water tables or tidal areas can accel-
erate corrosion and cause premature 
exhaustion of the sacrificial anodes. In 
these instances it is imperative to insure 
the tank is electrically isolated from any 
other structure and to continue to moni-
tor the level of cathodic protection given 
by the anodes. Supplemental anodes may 
need to be added during the life of the 
tank to insure sufficient protection. 

continued on page 6 

Meet Sports Club Management, fee. 
Sports Club Management, Inc. is a 
training and consulting company that spe-
cializes in helping golf courses, tennis/ 
racquetball/squash clubs, and health 
clubs get in "good faith compliance" with 
various OSHA and EPA regulations. 

Compliance reduces the club's expo-
sure to fines and lawsuits, and more 
importantly, reduces personal risk of 
being sued and/or imprisoned. 

Sports Club Management offers the 
following services and products that meet 
the legal requirements: 

• Hazard Communication Standard 
(HAZCOM) training (required) 

• OSHA 200 Log Reporting (required) 
• Respirator Protection Program 

(required if any respirators are used 
by any employees) 

• Noise Protection Program 
(required at most golf clubs) 

• Emergency/Contingency Plan 
(required) 

• Injury & Illness Prevention Plan 
(recommended for courses & clubs) 

® Safety Training Program (A written, 
standardized training program 
complete with tests and ongoing 
evaluations is required of all clubs.) 

9 Blood-borne Pathogen Program 
(required at some courses, most clubs) 
All of our services and products are 

delivered onsite at your club, and come 
complete with hands-on training, written 
documentation tailored specifically to 
your club, and ongoing support. Call us 
today to get more information about 
how we can help you meet your legal 
requirements. 
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Fuel storage tanks . . . 
continued from page 5 

Fiberglass tanks, especially in smaller 
sizes, tend to cost more per gallon of stor-
age than the competition. With fiberglass 
you do not have the threat of corrosion, 
but nor are you able to enjoy the struc-
tural strength of steel. FRP tanks have 
improved greatly in the iast decade, and 
are now completely alcohol compatible to 
safely store all fuel blends. 

Composite tanks were designed to 
utilize the strengths of steel and the corro-
sion protection of fiberglass. Designs are 
numerous, but the premise is the same: 
a steel primary tank with a fiberglass or 
other non-metallic outer shell serves 
as the secondary shell. Dual-shell steel 
tanks are also available with a fiberglass 
exterior, providing a very durable cathodi-
cally-protected fuel tank. 

It is our opinion that if a club needs 
both diesel fuel and gasoline, the best way 
is to put both products into the same tank 
with the use of a compartment bulkhead. 

This can be done with underground and 
above-ground tanks. We have found that 
dividing one tank into two compartments 
results in a neat and economical installa-
tion. Tank sizes and design do limit flex-
ibility on the sizes of each compartment. 

Above ground tanks are a new option 
and significant in the fuel storage tank in-
dustry. It should be noted that storage of 
diesei fuel/heating fuel above ground has 
always been permitted, and in 1994 stor-
age of gasoline above-ground was 
approved, provided it is stored in a fire-re-
sistant UL 2085 listed tank. (In certain 
applications gasoline may be stored in a 
non fire-resistant tank. This should be dis-
cussed with your local fire marshall.) 
There are a number of manufacturers of 
fire-resistant above-ground tanks, most no-
tably ConVault, Hoover Containment, and 
Fire Guard. The basic difference in design 
is that the ConVault tank is a steel rectan-
gular tank with a polyethylene secondary 
jacket enclosed in a 6" steel reinforced 
concrete shell. The Hoover and Fire 
Guard tanks are both dual-wall steel tanks 
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with 6" of lightweight concrete between 
the two walls of the tank. Both designs 
provide 110% secondary containment, 20 
or 30-year warranty, and thermal protec-
tion. Above-ground tanks need to be filled 
with a truck that has pumping capability, 
must be properly vented and emergency 
vented, and should be protected from ve-
hicular traffic. Above-ground tanks 
normally have pumps mounted atop the 
tank to avoid costly anti-siphon and pres-
sure regulating equipment. When these 
tanks are larger than 1000 gallons, one or 
two-step platforms are usually required for 
pump access and filling. These tanks can 
be configured with compartment bulk-
heads to store more than one product It 
is not necessary to store diesei fuel in a 
fire-resistant tank. However, once you 
price purchasing and equipping an addi-
tional tank solely for diesei, storing your 
diesei in the same tank with the fire-resis-
tant protection is an attractive option. 

Stage II vapor recovery for small tank 
not-for-resale installations is a gray area in 

continued on page 8 

DIVOT DRIFT...announcements...educational seminars...job opportunities 
...tournament results...and miscellaneous items ©f interest t© the membership. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Welcome new members: Richard Chute, Assistant 
Superintendent, York Golf & Tennis Club, York, 
Maine; Scott Lagana, Assistant Superintendent, 
The Country Club, Brookline, Mass. 

Proposed for membership: Anthony Grosso, Su-
perintendent, Pautipaug C.C.. Baltic, Conn.; 
Robert W. Flynn, Superintendent. Lakeview G.C., 
Wenham, Mass.: Jamie Pavias, Superintendent, 
The Ridge Club, Sandwich, Mass.; Mark Williams, 
Superintendent, Wianno Club, Osterville, Mass.; 
Shawn Fernandez, Assistant Superintendent, 
Wianno Club, Osterville, Mass.; John A. Garstka, 
Assistant Superintendent, Stow Acres C.C., Stow, 
Mass.; Todd S. Legassy, Assistant Superintendent, 
Stow Acres C.C., Stow, Mass.; Brian A. Cormack, 
Assistant Superintendent, Franklin C.C., Franklin, 
Mass.; Koonz Supply, Friend, Springfield, N.J.; 
Sean Christopher, Affiliate, Koonz Supply, Spring-
field, N.J.; Cavicchio Greenhouses, Inc., Friend, 
Sudbury, Mass.; Darren Young, Affiliate, Caviochic 
Greenhouses, Inc., Sudbury, Mass. 

INFORMATION 
Thank you to James Carroll and staff at Cohasset 
Golf Club for the great time during the 5th Annual 
Memorial Golf Tournament. 

Our condolences go out to the family of Nazareth 
J. Sperandio, former superintendent at Concord 
C.C., who passed away recently. He helped our 
association for many years during his long tenure 
as superintendent at Concord C.C. 

James Conant, superintendent at the Country 
Club of Pittsfield, has completed a renewal process 
for maintaining his status as a Certified Golf 
Course Superintendent (CGCS) with the Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of America. 
Conant has been superintendent at the Pittsfield, 
Mass. course since March 1997. He initially 
achieved his title of CGCS in 1992. 

Eric Matthews, son of Bob Matthews, CGCS, 
earned the rank of Eagle Scout on March 8 at his 
Eagle Court of Honor held at Marshfield Country 
Club. Eric, 15, is a Boy Scout in Marshfield Troop 
101, and plays on the high school hockey and golf 
teams. Eric works part-time for his father at 
Marshfield C.C. 

Ron Hansen, Golf Course Superintendent/Prop-
erty Manager at Eastman Community Association 
in Grantham, N.H. recently completed the Environ-
mental Protection Agency's national field study 
course, "Operation of Wastewater Treatment 
Plants". California State University at Sacramento 
administers the program for EPA, and presented 
Hansen with a Certificate of Completion. Topics 

covered include all phases of the operation and 
maintenance of wastewater treatment plants. Han-
sen is responsible for an 18-hole golf course, 50 
miles of private roads, seven beaches along the 
community lake, and all the landscape and recrea-
tional grounds within the 3500-acre residential 
community development. Hansen has been at East-
man for eight years, has a B.S. degree in agronomy 
from the University of Georgia, and an A.S. degree 
from Stockbridge School of Agriculture at Univer-
sity of Massachusetts. 

TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

GCSANE Scholarship 
& Benevolence Tournament 
Cohasset C.C., May 5, 1997 

1st Gross: Bob Marsden & Rick Marcus - 69 
1st Net: Mike Iacono & Mark Richards - 63 
2nd Net: John Hunt & Tim Keating - 64 
3rd Net: Mike Cornicelli & Jack Hassett - 64 

Closest-to-the-Pin: 
Hole #2: Robin Hayes - 6' 
Hole #6: Greg Misodoulakis - 16" 
Hole #12: Jack Murphy -11'6" 
Hole #15: Chris Katralis - 12'3" 
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Please patronize these FRIENDS of the ASSOCIATION 
Advanced Agronomic Services, Inc. 
91 Day St., Leominster, MA 01453 
Deep-tine aerification, core aerification, 
overseeding, and irrigation services. 
Jim Favreau - (508) 840-0432 

ft-OK Turf Equipment 
9 Leuba Road, Coventry, Rl 02816 
New England Articulator dealer, 
Greens Groomer Brush, & used equipment. 
Mike Cornicelli- (401) 826-2584 

AA Wil l Materials Corporation 
168 Washington St., Stoughton, MA 02072 
Top dressing & bunker sand, loam, decorative 
stone, & landscape materials. Est. 1886. 
Frank Will, Dan Graziano, Kevin LaPorte 
1-800-4-AAWILL 

Agriturf, inc. 
59 DwightSt., Hatfield, MA 01038 
Fertilizer, seed, and chemicals for turf. 
1-800-346-5048 

Aliens Seed Store, Inc. 
Specializing in quality seed and related 
golf course maintenance supplies. 
Gregg Allen - (401 > 294-2722 
(car phone-(508) 577-1001) 

Baiter Golf Cars 
40 Walker St., Swansea, MA 02777 
Steve Founier, Doug Hooper 
(508) 379-0092 

Bartlett Tree Experts 
153 Rumford Ave., Newton, MA 02166 
Consulting, planning, IPM MoniTor®, pruning, 
fertilization, & plant appraisal 
Jack Kel ly-(617) 969-5990 

Bay State Organic / MWRA 
100 First Ave.. Charlestown Navy Yard 
Boston. MA 02129 
V r v * = rarer & supplier of dry organic fertilizers 
Amy Barad - (617) 241-6261 

Bayer Corporation 
118 Ellery Ave., Middletown, Rl 02842 
Baylaton, Merit, Dylox, Tempo, Nemacur. 
Brad Herman-(401) 846-3515; 
FAX (401) 846-8012 

The Borden Company 
Maynard, MA 
Bulk limestone dealer. 
Jack Borden - (508) 897-2571 

Boston Irrigation Company 
Dedham, MA 
Distributor, irrigation supplies & accessories. 
John Ramey, Paul Kenyon, Robert Barbati 
(617)461-1560 

The Cardinals, Inc. 
166 River Rd„ P. O. Box 520 
Unionville, CT 06085 
Golf course & landscape supplies. 
John Callahan - (203) 673-3699 

Cedar Lawn Tree Service, Inc. 
32 Nickerson Road, Ashland. MA 01721 
Pruning, fertilization, removal, and 
professional care. 
William P. Maley - (508) 881-2622 

Geoffrey S. Cornish & Brian Silva 
Golf Course Architects 
Fiddlers Green, Amherst, MA 01002 

Country Club Enterprises, Inc. 
P. O. Box 820, Cataumet, MA 02534 
Club Car golf cars, carryalls, utility cars. 
Jim Casey, Dave Farina, Ed Maguire 
(508)563-2284 

Country Golf, Inc. 
4852 Westchester Dr., Traverse City, Mi 49684 
Golf course construction & reconstruction; 
specialists in Donald Ross courses. 
Jerry Deemer- (616) 947-5751 

Michael Drake Constuction, Inc. 
240 Walnut Street, Framingham, MA 01701 
Golf course reconstruction; professional shaper. 
Michael Drake - (508) 875-8247 

Doe ring Equipment 
P.O. Box N, Franklin, MA 02038 
Distributor of John Deere golf & turf equipment. 
Mark Doering - (508) 520-3629 

Elanco Products Company 
31 Old Town Trail, Narragansett, Rl 02882 
Bob Scot t - (401) 376-7290 

F.D.I., Inc. 
(Fairway Design Illustration) 
55 Railroad Ave., Warren, Rl 02885 
Custom granite signs & markers. 
Joseph K. Martin, Robert Page 
(401) 245-7890 or 1-800-358-8337 

Gold Star Wholesale Nursery 
& Sod Farm 
Bill Thompson 
Lexington, MA - (617) 861-1111 
Canterbury, NH - (603) 783-4717 

The Charles C. Hart Seed Co. 
P. 0. Box 9169, Weathersfield, CT 06109 
Roy Sibley, Dick Gurski 
1-800-326-HART 

Hartney Greymont 
433 Chestnut St., Needham, MA 02192 
Tree care, landscape consruction, consulting. 
Mark J. Tobin- (617) 444-1227 

International Golf Construction Co. 
5 Purcell Rd, Arlington, MA 02174 
Golf course construction. 
Antonios Paganis 

(617) 648-2351 or (508) 428-3022 

Irrigation Management & Services 
21 Lakeview Ave., Natick, MA 01760-4252 
Irrigation consultation, design & system 
evaluation. 
Bob Healey, ASIC, CID - (508) 653-0625 
Tom Irwin, Inc. 
11B A St., Burlington, MA 
Jack Petersen, Wayne Ripley, Dennis Friel 
Paul Skafas, Chris Petersen 
1-800-582-5959 

Ken Jones Tire Co. 
Worcester, MA 
Distributor of tires for lawn & garden, trucks, 
cars, industrial equipment, and golf carts. 
Gerry Jones - (508) 755-5255 

Landmark Construction 
42 Charnock St., Beverly, MA 01915 
Tee/bunker shaping & remodeling, 
cart path work, drainage, tree planting, 
6 landscape construction our specialty. 
Daniel Champion - (508) 927-5052 

larchmont Eng. & Irrig. Co. 
Larchmont Lane, Lexington, MA 02173 
Keith Savage-(617) 862-2550 

Lazaro's Golf Course Accessories 
dba Hammond Paint & Chem. Co., Inc 
738 Main St., Suite 223, Waltham, MA 02154 
Joseph Lazaro - (617) 647-3361 

LESCO, Inc. 
20005 Lake Rd„ Rocky River, OH 44116 
Ron Tumiski, Mike Donohue 
1-800-321-5325 

Loft's Seed 
22 Lantern Lane, Exeter, Rl 02822 
Victoria Wallace - 1-800-648-7333 

Lvcott Environmental Research, Inc. 
600 Charlton St., Southbridge, MA 01550 
Environmental consulting services: lake & 
pond management, wetland studies, site 
assessments, & laboratory analysis. 
Lee Lyman, president - 1 -800-462-8211 

D.L. Maher Co. 
Box 127, Concord St., N. Reading 01864 
Water supply specialists; water wells & 
pumping equipment. 
(617) 933-3210 

McNulty Construction Corp. 
19 Turner Rd., P.O. Box 3218 
Framingham, MA 01701 
Asphalt paving of cart paths, walkways, 
and parking areas. 
John McNulty - (508) 879-8875 

Meco Environmental, Inc. 
1119 Washington St., Weymouth, MA 02189 
Installation of UST/AST, pump/tank upgrades, 
and oil/water separator installation. 
Greg Murphy-(617) 331-6446 

Modern Aeration Service, Inc. 
212 Kendrick St., Newton, MA 02158 
Featuring water injection aeration. 
Kevin Osgood-(617) 630-1950 

Modern Tractor & Truck Service, Inc. 
400 Pine St , Seekonk, MA 02771 
Holliston sand/loam topdressing mixture, 
1/2" or 1/8" screened loam, underground tank 
removal, Convault aboveground fuel tank 
Steven S. Howitt - (508) 761-5554 

R.F. Morse & Sons, Inc. 
W. Wareham, MA 02576 
Larry Anshewitz, Jack Cronin, 
Christopher Cowan 
(508) 295-1553 

Nardone Sand & Gravel Co., Inc. 
37 Power Rd, Westford, MA 01886 
Topdressing sand & mixes, bunker sands, 
root-zone mixes, loam, cart path materials, 
drainage stone. 
Greg Frederick - (508) 692-8221 
(617) 648-6222 

Agr-Evo U.S.A. Co. 
Wilmington, Delaware 
David Sylvester - (203) 828-8905 

Partac Golf Course Top-Dressing 
Kelsey Part, Great Meadows, NJ 07838 
Heat treated top-dressing, golf hole targets, 
turf blankets, and other specialty golf supplies. 
Jim Kelsey- 1-800-247-2326, 
(908) 637-4191 

P.I.E. Supply Co. 
For your irrigation needs; dedicated to sales 
and service of quality irrigation equipment. 
Greg Albanese - (617) 964-8533 (phone/fax) 

Prescription Turf Services, Inc. 
Complete deep-tine and hydro-injection services, 
custom fertilizer and pesticide applications, 
fairway aeration, and top dressing operations. 
Scott McCoy - (508) 777-1663 

Pro-Lawn Products, Inc. 
24 Johnathan Rd, W. Greenwich, Rl 02817 
Specializing in turf & ornamental needs. 
(401) 397-8880 

Read Sand & Gravel, Inc. 
171 VFW Dr., Rockland, MA 02370 
Topdressing, root-zone mixes, bunker sand, 
3/4 & 3/8 screened loams, cart path 
materials, mulch, drainage stone. 
Joe Farina- 1-800-660-2955 

J.P. Roberts Co. 
Technical resource catalog; survey-weather-
testing-measurement & diagnostic equipment 
Barbara Piantedosi - (508) 456-6886 

Sam-Mate Supply, Inc. 
88 Shrewsbury St , Worcester, MA 
Distributor, Karcher hot high pressure equipment 
& bulk detergents, sales, service, rentals 
Barry Hackett - (508) 752-8888 

Sawtslie Bros. 
65 Glenn S t , Lawrence, MA 01843 
Bob Brown, Larry Bunn, Mike Hannigan, 
Frank Higgins, John Lenhart 
(508) 682-9296 

Scotts Pro-Turf Div. 
Mike Peterson, Regional Director 
Randy Hamilton - (508) 528-4642 
Richard Fomi-(413) 534-8896 

Sodco, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2, Slocum, Rl 02877 
Matt Faherty, Pat Hogan 
Bluegrass/Fescue, Bluegrass/Rye, 
Bluegrass/Fescue/Rye, Bentgrass 
1-800-341-6900 

Sports Club Management 
104 Wyman Rd, Braintree, MA 02184 
Hazcom and right-to-know compliance 
implementation. 
Ron Smi th- (617) 848-5978 

Dahn Tibbett 
Professional Golf Services 
d/b/a/ Weed & Feed, Inc. 
20 Clark Lane, Marshfield. MA 02050 
Specialists in golf course construction and 
Irrigation Installation. We also offer a wire 
tracing service. 
(617) 837-3503, FAX (617) 834-2392 

Tee and Green Sod, Inc. 
Exeter, Rl 02822 
Bentgrass, Bluegrass and Blue/Fescue sod. 
Dave Wallace, Robin Hayes 
(401) 789-8177 

Tuckahoe Turf Farms, inc. 
Richmond, Rl 
Chris Beasley - 1-800-556-6985 

Turf Enhancement Enterprises 
Featuring Floratlne Products, Precision Small 
Engine Co. & Trlon Lifts. 
Tom Fox-(508) 865-9150 

Turf Net Associates. Inc. 
21 Brandywlne Road, Skillman, NJ 08558 
Communication, Information, 
market Intelligence. 
Peter L. McCormick - 1-800-314-7929 

Turf Products Corp. 
157 Moody Road, Enfield, CT 06082 
Distributors of Toro Irrigation and maintenance 
equipment, lightning detection systems, and 
other golf-related products. 
Irrigation products: Tim Berge & Palmer Whitney; 
Commercial products: Ed Fallow, Rick Moulton 
Mike Turner, & John Wlnskowicz; (860) 763-3581 

Turf Specialty, Inc. 
15 Londonderry Rd, Londonderry, NH 03053 
Turf & ornamental supplies. 
Scott Mackintosh, Kevin Lyons, 
Dave Schermerhorn, John Lenslng 
1-800-228-6656 

United Horticultural Supply 
P.O. Box 7, Sodus, NY 14551 
Fertilizer, seed, chemicals, and IPM 
Glen Larabee - (508) 223-4931 
Bruce Chapman - (401) 885-5245 

Varney Bros. Sand, Gravel & Concrete 
Belllngham, MA 
Concrete golf cart paths. 
Kenneth Mooradlan - 1-800-441-7373 

Winfield Nursery 
1320 Mountain Rd, Suffleld, CT 06109 
Wholesale nursery trees & shrubs. 
Jeff Rogers 

Philip Wooan & George F. Sargent. Jr. 
Golf Course Architects 
17 Walker Rd, Topsfleld, MA 01983 
(508) 887-3672 

Zip Type Service 
50 Kent St, Newburyport, MA 01950 
Design, printing, mailing, 
advertising specialties. 
Sheila Johnson - (508) 462-9358 
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Host Superintendent Profile 

Meet host superintendent Brian C©wans Eastward Ho! C.C. 
on the lower Cape. Undoubtedly, the best 
move of my career." 

A Certified Golf Course Superintendent 
since 1977, he is past president (1979-80) 
of the Cape Cod Golf Course Managers 
Association. He also has been GCSANE 
Golf Chairman and President (1982-83). 

He and his wife, Joan, reside in 
Harwich, Mass. His son, Chris, no stranger 
to the business, is a sales representative 
for R.F. Morse, Inc. His oldest daughter, 
Cheryl, lives with her husband in Hong 
Kong; and Jennifer, his youngest, is a 
junior at Bryant College. 

The host superintendent for our June 
meeting is Brian Cowan of Eastward Ho! 
in Chatham, Mass. 

Brian has been the golf course superin-
tendent at Eastward Ho! since 1967. After 
graduation from high school in 1961, 
he moved to Massachusetts and worked 
at Spring Valley C.C. for the late John P. 
Callahan. "John was instrumental in my 
involvement in golf course management." 

After graduating from Stockbridge in 
1965, he took his first assistant's position 
under Chuck Fatum at Hampshire C.C., 
where he spent one year. Brian and his 
family moved to back to Massachusetts 
and Cape Cod in the fall of 1966. His first 
adventure was the completion of the Dun-
fey's Par 3 Resort in Hyannis, now known 
as Tara Woods. "My biggest thrill came in 
the spring of 1967, when Guy Tedesco 
told me of a position that was coming up 
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Fuel storage tanks . „ . 
continued from page 6 

the regulations. Many superintendents 
feel a stage II vapor nozzle is difficult to 
use when fueling equipment, and pulling 
the rubber nozzle boot back defeats the 
purpose of Stage II vapor recovery. 
Another issue is the requirement of an 
electronic monitoring system for the dual-
wall cavity of above-ground tanks. Both 
issues are best left to the fire marshall. 

Regardless of the system, 527 CMR 
9.00 insures that it will be environmentally 
sound. Federal regulations mandate all 
fuel storage tanks must be in compliance 
by December 1998. Most contamination is 
caused by leaking piping, overfilling, and 
poor usage. Underground tanks are not to 
blame for most problems today. Equip-
ment sold today is superior to yesterday's 
technology. This equipment, installed prop-
erly by qualified/certified contractors, will 
insure that a once troublesome issue is no 
longer a problem. 
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