sl

Northwest TURFGRASS TOPICS

Vol. 18—No. 1

PUYALLUP, WASHINGTON APRIL, 1975

The President’s Corner

The President’s Corner

By CIliff Everhart

The Board of Directors of the Northwest Turfgrass
Association held their last meeting December 6, 1974 at the
Broadmoor Golf and Country Club. Progress was made on
plans for the Turf Conference to be held September 17, 18
and 19, 1975 in Yakima, Washington. Also, several methods
of raising money for research were reported on by previously
appointed committees. Money has been allocated for the
hiring of one research associate under special reserach funds
to expand research at the Puyallup Station for a period of
one year. Poa annua, in all of its scope, will be one of the first
and major problems attempted in this expanded program.
We still need all of your support to continue rounding up
money to help support this program for another few years.

Our next Board of Directors meeting will be on May 12,
followed by a Golf Course Field Day on May 13. We wish to
extend an invitation to all golf course people interested in
turf to attend this Field Day. On Thursday, May 15, a
general Field Day will be held for all other turfgrass
enthusiasts at which time everyone is welcome.

Remember, fellows, let’s don’t forget our supply of N, P
and K. Shortages and higher prices have hit us all — and
from the horse’s mouth, I understand next year fertilizer will
still be scarce and expensive.

Since the publication of the last Turfgrass Topics, I feel
somewhat foolish for having bragged on our wonderful
weather through December, 1974 — must have made
“Mother Nature” mad.

From the newspaper: To all Superintendents — To get
maximum attention, it’s hard to beat a good, big mistake.

Turfgrass Field Days

Three turfgrass field days will be conducted at the Western
Washington Research and Extension Center at Puyallup,
Washington in the same fashion as they were held in 1974.
On Tuesday, May 13, a special field day will be held for all
golf course people including superintendents, green
chairmen, presidents, golf professionals and industry who is
closely allied with the golf course business. Since many golf
course problems are different from those of general turfgrass
management, this special field day has been designed to
show turfgrass research that is directly oriented toward golf
courses and to answer specific questions to turfgrass
managers interested in this type of turf. The field day will
begin at 10:00 a.m. at the main experiment station on West
Pioneer, and it is anticipated that it will conclude at 3:00 p.m.

The second field day, on Wednesday, May 14, is designed
only as a specific training session for all county extension
agents whether they be from Washington, Oregon, or district
agricultural agents from Canada, and other state and federal
workers with direct interest and responsibilities in turf. This -
is not an open field day for other turfgrass managers.

On Thursday, May 15, a complete field day will be
scheduled for all other categories of turfgrass managers in
the allied areas of parks, schools, cemeteries and home lawn
enthusiasts.

The station visitors on these days will view extensive
turfgrass varietal research with bentgrasses, bluegrasses,
fescues and ryegrasses, Poa annua investigations, turfgrass
fertilizer trials, turfgrass disease ¢ontrol studies, topdressing
experiments, advanced management studies for new
bentgrasses, and a number of other areas to be discussed.

Please feel free to bring along any questions or problems
that you wish to discuss, specimens you wish to have
identified, or any other problems for which information may
be desired.

Northwest Turfgrass
Conference—2nd Notice

The 29th Annual Northwest Turfgrass Conference plans
are right up to schedule and are running smoothly. The
Conference will be held at Yakima, Washington on
September 17, 18 and 19, 1975. Many of you will probably
want to arrive on Tuesday, September 16, to participate ina
pre-conference golf tournament. The exact location of the
Conference and the location of the golf tournament will be
announced in Turfgrass Topics which should be in your
hands by September 1.

It has not been decided at this point whether there will be a
product and equipment display show, but this decision will
be made by the Board of Directors at their meeting on
Monday, May 12.

Continued on Page 2, Column 2




Tom Cook Joins Puyallup
Research Staff

It was a happy day indeed on February 1, 1975, when Tom
Cook was officially appointed to the position of Research
Associate in Turfgrass at the Western Washington Research
and Extension Center at Puyallup. It is extremely gratifying
to know that so many hard working and devoted turfgrass
supporters are in the field working to raise funds in the
support of the turfgrass research program. We are happy to
tell everyone in the Pacific Northwest that the money going
for the support of Tom Cook’s position are private monies
donated by the Turfgrass through our research programs. It
would be unfair to single out any one particular individual
for their efforts, but those of you close to this project know
who these persons are who stayed with this project and did
not give up.

Tom Cook received his B.S. degree in Agronomy at WSU
in 1972. During his undergraduate work, he was awarded a
GCSAA scholarship grant in 1971 and 1972. He was
accepted into the graduate school at the University of Rhode
Island in the Department of Plant and Soil Sciences and
completed his Master of Science degree January 1, 1975. His
major professor while at Rhode Island was Dr. D. T. Duff,
and Tom also worked with Dr. Dick Skogley, Dr. Noel
Jackson, and John Jagschitz. His thesis problem was Cold
Tolerance in Tall Fescue, Festuca arundinacea.

Tom took on other work while at the University of Rhode
Island and worked specifically with the selection for a
desirable Poa annua types and evaluation for their perfor-
mance as putting green turf.

In addition to his undergraduate and graduate studies,
Tom has been a devoted student of the turfgrass field and has
worked for practical experience at every possible opportuni-
ty. This includes three years at the Okanogan Valley Golf
Club at Omak, Washington and one season at Hi Cedars
Golf Club at Orting, Washington.

As indicated in other articles in this paper, Tom will be
devoting a good share of his responsibilities in bringing
together all of the Poa annua work which has been
accomplished here in the past and integrating this with a
number of new approaches for selection and control of Poa
annua and to investigate many areas that time has not
permitted the present research staff to attempt.

In addition to Poa annua work, Tom will be cooperating
on a number of research areas where needed and as time will
permit without diluting his efforts in the Poa annua
investigation.

At the present time, through our staff efforts, Tom has
sampled Poa annua from many sites in the Portland, Oregon
area to north of Seattle. He is propagating these selections in
the greenhouse and will be part of the foundation for
continued studies with respect to genetic and morphologic
variations and a number of other characteristics of Poa
annua.

It is through your continued efforts that we will be able
to maintain this position and to continue with the expansion
of our research program in turfgrasses. We know what our
responsibilities are in the research area and know that we
must produce significant progress to warrant your continued
support of this program.

We should like to make it clear that the results of this
research program and the efforts that go into it extend not
only to the boundaries of Washington, but to all neighboring
areas in the Pacific Northwest. This is your program, and we
do appreciate your support.
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Your program committee, whose chairman is Bud
Ashworth from Spokane, has a well-balanced and in-
teresting full slate of speakers and events. At this time, all
speakers have confirmed their participation in the program,
so all we have to do now is get the papers in and the
Proceedings published.

Don’t forget to write these dates down and call on a friend
or two to bring along to the Conference. Remember, the
weather is absolutely delightful in Yakima at that time of
year and the Yakima Valley and surrounding areas are
beautiful and the fruit harvest will be in full swing.

TURF & TORO
DISTRIB., INC.

Toro—Moist-O-Matic—Ryan,
Standard, Par-Aid

6001 Maynard Ave So. RO 2-7242

NORTHWEST
MOWERS, INC.
JACOBSEN

522-0722

1149 North 98th Seattle, Wash.

b

® End Turf Moisture Problems *

with DIALOAM * a soil conditioner that
absorbs 150% of its weight in water.
Not a clay ® Will not compact ®* Write
for free sample and prices.

MANUFACTURED BY
EAGLE-PICHER INDUSTRIES, INC.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

DISTRIBUTED BY

Chas. H. Lilly Company
5200 Denver Avenue, South Seattle, Wash. 98108

Chas. H. Lilly Company
228 W. Pacific Avenue Spokane, Wash. 99204

Chas. H. Lilly Company
109 S.E. Alder Street Portland, Ore. 97214




The Thatch Patch

By Jim Chapman

Did you know that 25 years ago Sam Zook (now superin-
tendent at Overlake Country Club in Medina, Wa.) was golf
superintendent at Eugene Country Club? One of the young
men he hired was named Bill Norman. Bill was named super-
intendent of Eugene Country Club this year and no one can
say he hasn’t served his apprenticeship. John Zoller, after 17
years at Eugene, is now superintendent at Monterey
Peninsula Golf and Country Club in California.

Stop for a minute now and think how many super-
intendents worked and learned along with John Zoller:
Louie Schmidt, Sam Zook, Harvey Junor—just to name a
few. Many protegees of these superintendents have gone on
to help others into turf careers. Forexample. Jerry Walker is
superintendent at Ocean Shores Golf Course. Paul Stokke
has left Everett Parks to become superintendent of parks for
Bellevue. Paul and Jerry both worked under Mike Barnes at
Bellevue Municipal. Mike got his training under Ken
Putnam.

Don Cooper has moved from Kelso Elks Golf Course to
Juniper Golf Course, Redmond, Oregon. Don’s replacement
at Kelso is Bill Webster, moving over from Tokatee where he
worked with Ray Telfer. Ray worked under John Zoller
years ago. Both Bill Webster and John Cooper started under
Chuck Nolan, as did John Hooper, now superintendent at
Salishan and Don Scott, superintendent at Grays Harbor
Country Club.

Confusing? Perhaps, but rewarding and comforting to
work with professionals so interested in helping others get
started.

Here is a potpourri of the changes that I have seen these
past few months. Choice Dalton, moving from
Meadowmeer to Landscape Supervisor for Calvary
Cemetery. Ray Mcllhoe moving from Sudden Valley
(Assistant to Ray Schmidt) to Tam O’Shanter. Dick
Jennings is now superintendent at Three Lakes Golf Course
at Wenatchee, Wa.

Ray Morgan has sold Oaksridge Golf Course, Elma, Wa.,
and now devotes full time to his Green Oaks Landscape
Service.

Golf Management Properties (Tyee Valley Golf Course
and Highlands Golf Course in Tacoma) now operates
Enumclaw Golf Course, just recently expanded to 18 holes.
Tim Cosgrove is supervising superintendent for all three
courses.

Chris Dowd is superintendent at Snoqualmie Goelf Course
and Ted Straub, at Tall Chief, both in Fall City. John Miller
is superintendent at Mint Valley Golf Course, City of
Longview, but construction has been slowed down by heavy
winter rains and drainage problems.

David Brown, most recently superintendent at Capitol
City Golf Course in Olympia, was just named assistant
manager for Waikoloa Golf and Country Club in Hawaii
(one 18 hole course in and another under construction).

Al Neeland is now superintendent at Delphi Country
Club, Olympia, Carl Kleivan at Port Townsend’s Chevy
Chase Golf Course, and Dean Hanson at Linden Golf and
Country Club at Puyallup.

Bob Wick, Milt Bauman'’s former assistant at Seattle Golf
Club, has left the country — to assume the superintendency
at Capillano Golf and Country Club, West Vancouver, B.C.
Bob replaces an old friend of many, Art Donaldson.
Congratulations, Bob.

Ken Putnam’s back nine is coming along very well at

Sunland. Dick Schmidt reports Port Ludlow is in excellent
condition and should open mid-year. Irvin Marlow is now
manager of College Golf Course, Parkland, Wa. Tom Smith
has moved from Rock Island to Lewiston Municipal Golf
Course as Pro-Superintendent.

Ben Benedict left Hidden Valley Golf Course in Cottage
Grove, Or. to take a turf management position with the
South Lane School District. Rusty Gosser replaces Ben as
superintendent at Hidden Valley. Allen Morris is now
superintendent and Buck McKendrick, pro-manager, at
Emerald Valley Golf Course in Creswell. We say goodbye to
Gene and Jim Russell who built and maintained this
challenging course.

Nick Hoogendoorn, Laurelwood Golf Course, Mark
Shephard, Oakway Golf Course, and Dave Landing,
Greenacres, were all named superintendents in the past few
months making a clean slate of new names in Eugene this
year.

Bob Wolsborn is now handling the reins at Gresham Golf
Club, Rick Malpass (name familiar to you?) superintendent
at Grants Pass Golf Course, Skeets LaFluer, building and
caring for Crooked River Ranch in Terrebonne, Max
Fletchall running King City Golf Course, Tigard.

At least eleven of the names above stated in this business
of ours were apprentices under superintendents still active
and still teaching. The apprenticeship route has proven itself,
seems to me. See you next trip.

Turfgrass Field Days

Golf Course Superintendents—Special, Tues-
day, May 13, 1975, 10 a.m.

All Others and General Public — Thursday,
May 15, 1975, 10 a.m.

LILLY’S
Organic Fertilizers

"Keeps Grass Greener — longer"

¥¢ Custom mixing of seed and fertilizer to your
requirements.

Chas. H. Lilly Co. Portland Seed Co.
MA 2-8484 BE 2-5135

Inland Seed Co.
TE 8-8211

# Cumberland Valley Turf
W Professional Turf Growers

Supplying Top Quality

Sod ® Seed ¢ Fertilizer
Call Us For Prices

(206) 825-5766
We Deliver

45533 - 212th Ave. S.E.
Enumclaw, Wa. 98022
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exclusively from Lofts!
ertlf'ed
Baron Kentucky Bluegrass is the perfect choice for golf course
fairways. It is a dwarf variety which germinates rapidly.
I Baron remains shorter and needs less frequent mowing than

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS > the known varieties of Kentucky bluegrass, which affords

obvious economic advantages. It takes low mowing beautifully,
even as low as % inch. The sturdy, broad blades interlock

to make a “‘crisp’’ surface that holds a golf ball well on the
fairway. The dense turf is winter-hardy with a fine winter color.
Its leaves stay relatively unblemished by leafspot, rust or

stripe smut. All Baron seed is CERTIFIED BLUE TAG, poa
annua and bentgrass free. Baron sod is available from leading
sod growers across the country.

*U.S. Dwarf Variety Plant Patent No. 3186

THREE GRASSES RELEASED FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND

J (:er'tlf'edt ECertlfedt
COLONIAL BENTGRASS
Here's a highly disease, drought, and mold

RED FESCUE (A Chewmgs Type)
resistant seed ideal for fairways alone or in

A great new winterseeding
grass for golf greens is

combinations with other grasses. Exeter greens
up earlier, stays green better in summer.

Jamestown Red Fescue,
marketed exclusively by
Lofts Pedigreed Seed, Inc.
It is a top-rated, rapid ger-
minating, Chewings-type

Certified

fine fescue. Just right for .
overseeding Bermuda
greens. . .hefty enough for
convenient sowing and ex-
g VELVET BENTGRASS

cellent vigor, small enough

for economical, high-popula- This is the only velvet bentgrass—for achieving ==

tion stands. . .Jamestown the finest-textured golf greens—commercially
provides the rich, deep color and low, dense growth available in the United States! Requires less

so ideal for putting surfaces. Highly recommended maintenance. Over 8,000,000 seeds per pound.
by Dr. Fred Ledeboer (pictured at right), Director

of Lofts Research Department. s, \./ Exclusive North American Grower and Distributor:
I_J Lofts Pedigreed Seed, Inc.
D s LOFTS Bound Brook, N.J. 08805 / (201) 356-8700
For information and pricing, write or call: MEMBER .
Lofts / New England Chanderlin Seed Co. Great Western Seed Co. | Loft Kellogg Seed Co.
20 Beck Road Div. of Lofts Pedigreed Seed, Inc. | P Q. Box 387 322 E. Florida St.
Arlington, Mass. 02174 Bound Brook, N.J. 08805 Albany, Oregon 97321 Milwaukee, Wis. 53201
Ray Bentley John Morrissey Larry McKennon Don Stein

Call collect (617) 648-7550 | Call collect (201) 356-8702 | Call collect (503) 926-2636 | Call collect (414) 276-0373




Northwest Turfgrass
Association Advisory
@Committee Meeting

Allen C. Blair, chairman of the special committee to raise
funds for research called an advisory committee meeting at
the Western Washington Research and Extension Center on
Wednesday, April 2, 1975. Members of this special advisory
committee include Dr. James Nielson, Director of Research,
WSU, Pullman; Dr. D. F. Allmendinger, Superintendent of
Western Washington Research and Extension Center at
Puyallup; Ed Dunn, U.S. Golf Association Green Section
Committeeman; Bill Bengeyfield, Western Director, U.S.
Golf Association, Green Section; and Dr. Ritchie Cowan,
Department Chairman, Department of Agronomy, Oregon
State University, Corvallis, Oregon.

In addition to the advisory committee, the following
members of the liaison committee of the Northwest
Turfgrass Association were also in attendance and par-
ticipated in the meeting: Dick Haskell, treasurer, Northwest
Turfgrass Association; John Monson, vice president and
research committee chairman, Northwest Turfgrass
Association; Louie Schmidt, superintendent, Sahalee Golf
and Country Club; and Al Blair, Puget Sound Seed
Company, Seattle.

The advisory committee and liaison committee members
responded to the presentation of Dr. Roy Goss and Tom
Cook of present, past and summary plans for future planned
research and they asked a number of questions to the
research team. Questions arose and discussions were held
regarding extension of turfgrass research programs to
adjacent states and areas outside of the State of Washington
to both satisfy turfgrass research needs and to stimulate
participation in the turfgrass research program. It is
anticipated that discussions will be held with key people
from these areas to determine ways and means of implemen-
ting research into these areas in the future.

No date was set for the next advisory committee meeting,
but all members of this committee will be contacted well in
advance of the meeting.

The Northwest Turfgrass Association expresses its ap-
preciation to these persons for their time, consideration and
participation in this capacity.

Inland Empire Association of
Golf Course Superintendents

The Inland Empire Association of Golf Course
Superintendents meets regularly on the second Monday of
each month at various locations in eastern Washington. Al
Law and Kenneth Morrison, both of the Agronomy
Department at Pullman, are major contributors at these
meetings as well as a number of other speakers the
superintendents bring in from time to time.

On Monday, May 5, one week ahead of the regularly
scheduled meeting, the superintendents will meet at Spokane
Golf and Country Club where Roy Goss, Chuck Gould and
Al Law will discuss the turfgrass nutritional experiment
initiated there in September, 1974. The purpose of this
experiment is to determine fertility levels and balances which
may influence for better or worse, Typhula snow mold
disease and Fusarium patch.

The experiment is being conducted on a practice putting
green which is built on sand and should give us good results
and point out future fertility needs in that area. Fertilizer
levels were designed for both high and low applications.
High nitrogen plots will receive 10 Ibs. of available nitrogen
per 1000 sq. ft. per season, and the low nitrogen plots will
receive S5 Ibs. Several combinations of phosphorus,
potassium, sulfur and minor elements will also be incor-
porated in these tests. All persons interested in this type of
work in eastern Washington are cordially invited to attend
this meeting.

Sunset Northwest

*¢CUSHMAN Turf Vehicles
oSIMPLICITY Power Products
*¢COOPER Power Products

*ROPER Power Products

*¢ADVANCE Industrial Sweepers
eCYCLINE — «AMERICAN-McKISSIC

1919 - 120th N.E. Bellevue, Wa. 98004
455-5640

M Controlled Release Fertilizers
B Fertilizer/Pesticide Combinations

Scotts Windsor and Victa blends

L. Ben Malikowski
N. 8007 Howard
Spokane, Wa. 99208
(509) 326-4344

Gerald Sweda
1614 Richardson St.
Victoria, B.C.
(604) 598-6561

Helping the superintendent
through turf research...

B Fungicides—Herbicides—Insecticides
B Soil Testing—Weed & Disease Identification

SCOTTS ¢ LELY * GANDY SPREADERS

Finest quality turfgrass seed—Fairways * Greens ¢ Tees ® Roughs

James R. Chapman
17012 NE 21st St.
Bellevue, Wa. 98008
(206) 746-1569 (Seattle)
(503) 287-3414 (Portland)




Membership—Membership

Milt Bauman, chairman of the membership committee,
has asked the editor to enclose two membership applications
with this issue of the Northwest Turfgrass Topics. I think we
must all agree that this is not asking very much of each one of
us to try to bring in one or two new members into the
association.

Did you know that well over 90% of the funds that the
Northwest Turfgrass Association brings in from
membership dues are pumped directly into research
programs? An individual member, through his $30 per year
dues, may not appear too significant, but when we consider
that we have over 200 paying members at this time and a
potential of over twice this many, you can see that the
amount to be generated is considerable.

We are sure that most of you know one or two people who
do not belong to the Northwest Turfgrass Association and
would be happy to join if you will give them an application
and a little sales pitch. Be sure to tell potential applicants that
the very fact that they have attended the turfgrass conference
in the past does not necessarily make them members of the
association. All members of the Northwest Turfgrass
Association are issued membership cards and updated
annually when dues are paid.

Editor’s Note: As a challenge to all of you, Milt Bauman
has informed me that he has already obtained two new
members this year and is continuing his effort. This is your
opportunity to outdo Milt.

”‘ﬂfe FERTILIZERS

Suppliers of All

TURF CHEMICALS and FERTILIZERS

FUNGICIDES — HERBICIDES
SOIL AMENDMENTS

TACOMA 1424 Thorne Road SEATTLE
BR 2-5171 Tacoma, Wash. 98421 | MA 2-3228

ThePros
Know...

: * NITROFORM
Agro quality really counts!
Pacific Agro Company * WEED KILLERS

903 Houser Way No. .
Renton 98055 HYDROPRILLS
P.O. Box 326 * (206) 288-6565 * FUNGICIDES

Suppliers of all your professional needs!

FREAM /STORM /ASSOCIATES, LTD.

INTERNATIONAL GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTS & PLANNING CONSULTANTS

2 OLD TOWN, LOS GATOS, CALIFORNIA 95030 (408) 354-8240
LONDON MELBOURNE VANCOUVER

Jacobsen Rainbird
Cushman Standard and Par-Aide

COMPLETE LINE OF TURF
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

BALTZ & SON

9817 E. Burnside
Portland, Ore. 97216 254-6593

ATTENTION
“GREENS-KEEPERS" of Golf Courses
FAST, LOW COST EXTERMINATOR

We now have available a new Hand inexpensive cartridge

loaded unit which dispenses poison bait automatically

underground in pocket gopher’s natural runway, out of

reach of harmless birds and pets. $29.95. Write for

detailed information to:

Spokane, Wa. 99202
509-534-9339

George Merriman, Inc.
3211 East Trent

CENER

AUTOMATIC - MANUAL
Sprinkler Systems

Complete Line of Water Handling Equipment

POLSON CO.

DISTRIBUTORS
SEATTLE SPOKANE

MA 2-2891 FA 7-9571




Spring Is Here

By Roy L. Goss

‘ At least, that’s what the calendar says, although various

persons around the Northwest may wish to argue the point.
April has blown in like a tiger. Although we have had a
number of nice days, we continue to get snow flurries, hard
frosts and the dying struggles of winter. Nevertheless,
whether we have much of a spring or not, summer will surely
come, and if so, the usual host of problems. In order to avoid
some of these problems, turfgrass managers should take into
consideration a number of things at this time and have plans
well laid to make your turf more beautiful, greater ser-
viceability, or at least with fewer problems.

FERTILIZER— Prices continue to stay high, and in many
cases, shortages of various components are with us. Careful-
ly analyze your fertility management program and reduce
applications wherever possible without sacrificing turfgrass
quality. Research at the Western Washington Research and
Extension Center has shown that excellent quality bentgrass
turf can be maintained when nutrition is well balanced with
phosphorus, potassium and other elements with as low as 6
Ibs. of available nitrogen per 1000 sq. ft. per year. The winter
color is nothing to bragg about, but spring, summer and fall
color is acceptable. Many of us like to see greener turf, but if
we have to, we probably can get by on a little less.
Phosphorus is rapidly becoming one of the more expensive
fertilizer elements and is probably one of the most overused
¢ in the turfgrass field. Spend $5 for a soil test to determine
your phosphate requirements, and you may be pleasantly
surprised that you can eliminate this costly ingredient for
perhaps a year or more. Those of you who are on coarse
sandy soil may not find this to be the case; therefore, light,
frequent applications of all nutrients will produce better
quality, less rapid growth, and a considerable saving in
scarce fertilizer materials.

Color can be enhanced in nearly all turfgrasses on a
moderate nitrogen program with the use of iron compounds.
Too little research has been done with the ferrous materials
to determine optimum amounts for turfgrass programs: Itis
generally believed, however, that levels between 4 and 8 oz.
per month of materials such as ferrous sulfate will produce a
better turf and maintain good color characteristics. No
doubt, we could apply more, but until we learn more about
it, these are some reasonable guidelines.

TOPDRESSING PROGRAMS— We have a few golf
courses around the Pacific Northwest started on the
program of intensive topdressing. This program has been
readapted to Northwest conditions from the program
originally outlined by Dr. John Madison, University of
California, Davis, Ca. Persons participated in this program
to date generally report significant improvement of turfgrass
conditions from this program. It is very important to select
the right quality sand (particle size ranging from .125 mm. to
Imm. or 16 to 80 mesh). The writer feels that this is a definite
solution for better surfaces and perhaps for the solving of
other problems as well on putting greens, athletic fields and
certain playgrounds. No doubt, many home lawns will
benefit from the same program, but the logistics of
accomplishing the task are a little more difficult due to
specialized equipment necessary to maintain the program.
Those of you who attend the Turfgrass Field Days will be
able to observe a trial where this program has been in
operation intensively for one year. At this time, I would
definitely have to endorse the merits of the program.

WEED CONTROL— A number of people have reported
the scarcity of certain herbicides. In particular, Bensulide
(Betasan, Presan or Prefar) has been reported very scarce.
Materials such as Dacthal, Baylan and Tupersan are also
available for the control of crabgrass and Poa annua. Be sure
to read the label to determine that the product is labeled for
the use you intend. Most broadleafed weeds in turfgrass
areas can be eliminated at least for this year, with mixtures of
dicamba (Banvel) and 2,4-D or MCPP. Silvex is still an
excellent herbicide for most broadleafed weeds in turfgrass
areas, although more care must be exercised to prevent drift
and volitazation problems. You should be particularly
watchful for the downward movement, however, of Banvel
particularly where tree roots or susceptible tree varieties may
be in the turf area.

WETTING AGENTS— Probably over 50% of the problems
in the turfgrass areas in the Northwest from May to
September are caused from localized dry spots. If your
turfgrass area has a history of localized dry spots, begin
wetting agent applications near the first part of May before
the first hot weather strikes. Nine out of ten years May is a
deficit rainfall month although we generally experience
considerable cloudy and showery weather. It is a simple
matter that comsumptive use exceeds precipitation. We tend
to think that because it is cool and sometimes showery that
little water is being used, but this is the time when our
problem begins. Excellent quality turf can be maintained
throughout the summer with judicious use of surfactants and
timely and proper applications of irrigation water.
Mechanical treatments such as aerification, slicing and
spiking will help to enhance infiltration of water through the
surface of soil and thatch and prevent excessive runoff.

Mechanical treatments should be avoided after July
wherever possible since any disturbance of turfgrass surfaces
will provide excellent invasion routes for Poa annua. Most
of us have been on a Poa annua promotion program by late
summer or early fall aerification and verticutting or
thatching operations. It is more important to promote
strong, vigorous and dense turf which will favorably
compete with Poa annua and to practice our mechanical
programs at a time which is least favorable to Poa annua, the
late spring and early summer months.

These are only a few ideas which I feel will help you to
maintain better turf in 1975.

TOP VITALITY FOR YOUR TURF
. . . with VELSICOL Chemicals

VELSICOL BANVEL® 45

This new herbicide was de-
veloped especially to com-
bat stubborn broadleaf
weeds . . . even those con-
sidered tolerant to phenoxy
herbicides. It’'s absorbed
two ways — through the
leaves and through the
roots—for complete control.
And it works in either cool
or warm weather.
Approved for use on St.
Augustine, Centipede, Ber-
; muda, Zoysia, Bentgrass
and Bluegrass — Banvel 4S effectively controls:
Curly dock, common chickweed, mouse-ear chick-
weed, stitchwort, dog fennel, carpetweed, knotweed,
sheep sorrel, clover, knawel, chicory, lawn burweed,
spurry, henbit, English daisy, spurge, purslane,
pepperweed, hawkweed, creeping charlie, spotted
spurge, and many others,
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Turfgrass Field Day

Golf Course Superintendents — Special, Tues- m
day, May 13, 1975, 10 a.m.

All Others and General Public — Thursday,
May 15, 1975, 10 a.m.
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