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WHEN GOLF BALLS
TALK. WE L IS T E N !

Great Laibes Minerals Co.

Trap&
Topdressing Sands
CONTROLLED TO USGA SPECIFICATIONS
GREAT LAKES' TOPDRESSING SAND IS
AVAILABLE IN TRUCKLOAD QUANTITIES.
ALSO AVAILABLE - TRAP AND SPECIALTY SANDS.

2855 COOLIDGE HWY.

•

TROY, MICHIGAN 48084

TELEPHONE: (313) 649-3700
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the organization. So I should soon know more about
what the O .J. Noer is committed to in turf research
and this may possibly lead to a future donation.
I would like to point out to the membership that no
donations are made unless there are available funds in
the MBCGCSA treasury. By the end of the fiscal year
the treasurer is able to determine what funds are
avilable and a decision is made by the Board of
Directors as to who receives donations and how much
is given.
We in Michigan are fortunate to have Michigan State
University at our fingertips as they are conducting
some of the most up to date turfgrass studies in the
country. With scientists the quality of Drs. Vargas,
Rieke, Branham and Payne at MSU and the excellent
research facilities at the Robert Hancock Center, our
resources are plentiful. This is evident by the quality
field days and turf conferences held each year in
Lansing and the informative reports that are available
to Michigan turf managers.
In closing, I would like to stress the importance of
turfgrass research to our profession. As golf course
superintendents we must continue to support worthy
institutions such as the Mtf, GCSAA and the O .J. Noer
Foundation by volunteering our physical support as
well as financial aid. Please continue to participate in
our annual golf day and other fund raisers as turfgrass
research institutions are a vital part of our profession.
The money and personal involvement generated to
wards research today will pay dividends in the yaers
ahead with improved turfgrass quality and at the same
time make the golf course superintendents more
effective in their capacities as turf managers.

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Kevin Dushane
Golf Course Superintendent
Bloomfield Hills Country Club
Those of you who have attended turf conferences this
winter such as the Michigan Turf Conference and the
GCSAA Convention in San Francisco are most likely
aware of what new turf technology is being offered by
scientists and specialists in the golf course turf in
dustry.
New technology just doesn’t happen. Like most
advancements in scientific technology it takes many
ars of research to develop new, improved products
e seed varieties, fungicides and herbicides. Also,
research is needed to inform the industry of the best
methods to use these products. Maintenance practices
such as topdressing, aerification and irrigation need
many years of study to keep pace with the changing
times, whether these changes be caused by social,
economic or environmental demands.
Like anything in today’s society, it requires a large
amount of financial aid to obtain superior results. At
the December Board meeting the executive committee
voted to give $500 to the GCSAA Scholarship and
Research Fund. The Board directed me to request the
donation be channeled to the Research Fund. All it
took was a phone call to Jerry Faubel, committee
chairman of the GCSAA Research and Scholarship
Fund, and inform him of our desire to place the money
into research funding. By doing this we are not
implying that we do not support scholarships (the
MBCGCSA does have a $500 Scholarship available
yearly to a worthy student), but we feel turf grass
research is making huge gains for golf course turf
advancement and we would like to keep that ball
rolling, even though the amount given by us is a very
small piece of the pie.
There are many turfgrass research institutions in the
country including, Michigan Turfgrass Foundation,
GCSAA and the O .J. Noer Foundation, organizations
that we have supported in the past. We have our
annual Turf Research Benefit day and the money
raised (from 8-10 thousand dollars) is directed to the
MTF. And many of you know that the GCSAA, in
conjunction with the USGA, are directing a portion of
their research efforts toward developing grass varieties
for golf courses that require less water. The O .J. Noer
Foundation has also been dicussed as an organization
to possibly donate money to. Most of the present Board
members are not familiar with the O .J. Noer Founda
tion and what it was about so it was decided to hold
off any funding to this organization until more was
known. Fortunately, this problem may be rectified in
the near future; Frank Forier, a member of the O.J.
Noer Foundation, nominated me for membership into
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Sincerely,
Kevin Dushane
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IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING BUYNG A SPRAYER

CONTACT

W E IN G A R T Z

FIR S T

JOIN THE PROFESSIONALS
W HOUSESDI—
* TANK SIZES 50 TO 1,000 GALLONS
* PUMPS 9.5 GPM TO 51 GPM AND UP TO 850 PSI
* ALL SPRAYERS CAN BE SKID MOUNTED ON YOUR TRUCK, OR
SEVERAL TRAILER OPTIONS
* WE CUSTOMIZE TO MEET YOUR NEEDS
For Information or Demonstration Call TOM BRADSHAW or DON DUPUIS

WEINGARTZ
Since 1945
“We Service Whet We Sell’'

46061 VAN DYKE (V3 MILE NORTH OF M-59) UTICA 731-7240
Michigan’s Largest Lawn & Outdoor Power Equipment Dealer
MON 8 JO to 8 TUES-FRI 8 30 5 30 SAI 8 30 5

A RCHITECTURAL STYLES
REPRINTED FROM NORTHERN OHIO TURF, VOL. 26, NO. 5, JUNE, 1985

G EO FFERYS. CORNISH
G olf Course Architect
Fiddlers Green
Amherst, Massachusetts 01002

One major way the golf architect has to state his
message is by his design style. In a paper in G olf
Course M anagem ent, Nov. 1984, the eminent attor
ney and freelance writer Ron Whitten, of Topeka,
Kansas, co-author with me of The G olf Course,
suggested there is a new trend in course design and
that styles are changing.
We should be aware that the architect’s message
comes over only through the efforts of the superinten
dent. Also we must keep in mind something Donald
Ross said: “The Lord made golf holes. Golf architects
simply discover them.” In other words, Ross is saying
that the greatest golf features are natural, not
contrived.

Today is obviously a very favorable period in the
history of golf and golf courses. It is believed (but I
don’t know if there are any true records) that there
are presently more golf clubs in the Nation with
waiting lists than ever before. Furthermore this year
there are more new courses under construction in the
U.S. since the energy shortage of 1973.
I would like to speak on the subject of style. When
an architect is creating his compositions - individual
golf holes - he is trying to say something. When his
work is with a resort or development, the client wants
this message loud and clear, often extravagent. On
the other extreme, the member-owned club wants the
message to be subtle and gentle. This difference in
expectations is entirely understandable and correct.
Truly it is an example of the architectural axiom
“Form follows function.”

•Because golf architecture is intrinsically an art our
CONTINUED PAGE 22

& STUMP REMOVAL

LESCO Greensmower
designed by and for
today’s turf professionals
18 H.P. twin-cylinder Kohler Magnum engine for added power
and long life.

538-8630

Hydraulic power steering for easy maneuverability
Independent reel controls for multiple mowing patterns
Reversible hydraulics to allow backlapping of individual cutting
units while on machine

WE OFFER:

Center post steering for added safety and ease in climbing on
and off either side of machine

Trimming - with aerial bucket capability

Rocker foot pedal for raising and lowering
cutting units

• Large tree removal

Automatic starting and stopping of reels

• Modern, economical stump removal
(quantity rate available)
SPEC IA L SPR IN G OFFER
FOR GO LF C O U R SES
• Hauling of fall & winter debris - includes
loading. (25 yd. semi-loads)
COMPLETELY INSURED

(800) 321 5325
NATIONWIDE

(S00) 362-7413

IN OHIO

T R EE C O M P A N Y

LESCO, Inc. • 20005 Lake Road, Rocky River, O hio 44116 • (216) 333-9250

EST. 1965
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N O TES FROM TH E UNDERGROUND
by Harry Roote

but each one is so small that it takes 3,000 of them to
weigh one ounce.

Congratulations are in order to two of our members
for their golfing prowess. Clem Wolfrom won the low
net title at the GCSAA Mid-Year Conference golf
tournament held in Indianapolis, Indiana in Setember. Bob Pontius from Franklin Hills CC, won a
recent left-handed Seniors Tournament.
Recently there has been a rash of salary surveys that
have been conducted on the national and local scene.
Here’s one I thought we all would be interested in Did you know that roughly 90% of all the people in
the world make an average of $200.00 per year or less
and of these 75% „make about $75.00 per year? Sure
hope my greens chairman doesn’t hear about this
survey.
I read an interesting book about facts on plant life the
other day and would like to share some of them with
you.

The sap of the giant Sequoia is non-resinous. The trees,
once they have developed a heavy bark, are practically
fireproof, which may account for their long life. Even
if they are fire-damaged, the high tannin content of
the sap has the same healing properties that tannic
acid has on human flesh when burned.
Plant life could not exist without lightning. Nitrogen is
an essential food for all plants. The atmosphere is 80%
nitrogen but in a form that is insoluble and unusable.
It is the intense heat of lightning that forces the
nitrogen to combine with oxygen in the air, forming
nitrogen oxides that are soluble in water and fall to the
earth in rain as dilute nitric acid. This reacts with
minerals in the ground to become nitrates, on which
the plants depend.

Tobacco has recently been shown to have nutritious
value as well as smoking pleasure. Tobacco leaves
contain many of the essential amino acids needed to
sustain life and can be used as a source of food if
necessary. So if you smokers ever find yourself
marooned with just a pack of cigarettes, you’ll have to
decide whether to smoke it or eat it.

The yellow evening primrose opens only at dusk and so
swiftly that it can be seen and heard. The buds sound
like popping soap bubbles as they burst.
Bamboo may grow three feet in twenty-four hours.
Once a black walnut log is ready for milling, it is
examined carefully for figured grain. If any is seen, the
wood instead is shaved into sheets leass than 1/32 of an
inch thick. One beautiful log is said to have been sold
in the veneer trade for $20,000 wholesale. I have one
of these trees on my golf course. Hmmm!

One rye-grass plant, grown as a scientific experiment,
put out roots totaling 378 miles in a single four-month
period.
The typical tree or plant on golf course receives about
10% of its nutrition from the soil. The rest comes from
the atmosphere.

The tiny discs of chlorophyll in plant cells move about
within those cell to adjust for different light and heat
conditions. When sunlight is too strong, they can turn
on edge. On a gray day, they may roll to turn
broadside to make the most of available light. I didn’t
know that.

The dwarf willows of Greenland’s tundra are the
smallest trees in the world. They are only two inches
high.
In a series of experiments performed by Dorothy
Retallack in 1969, it was shown that music affects the
growth of plants. Tests on corn, squash and several
flowers showed that rock music stunted the growth of
some plants and caused others to grow unusually tall
at first and produce extremely small leaves. They
required more water, yet grew shorter roots. Within
several weeks all the marigolds in one experiment had
died, but only a few feet away identical flowers
listening to classical music were blooming. Makes one
wonder about our children.

Speaking of facts here are a few more that I feel
might prove entertaining:
A manned rocket reaches the moon in less time than it
took a stagecoach to travel the length of England.
The first aerial photograph was made from a balloon
during the American Civil War.
Heavyweight boxing champ Gene Tunney lectured on
Shakespeare at Yale University.

The plant life of the oceans makes up about 85 % of all
the greenery on the planet.

The electric automobile self-starter, which was per
fected in 1911 by Charles F. Kettering, made it
possible for women to drive without the companion
previously needed for cranking the engine. Shame on

I just viewed the giant Sequoia trees during the trip to
San Francisco. It seems this tree waits 175 to 200 years
before it first flowers - the most delayed sexual
maturity in all nature. It will bear millions of seeds,

CONTINUED PAGE 20

6

UNIVERSITY
SCORECARDS
PROVE IT.
BROWN PATCH CONTRO!» unfrw sr

Vortan*

B a y 'e t o n 2

Rubigan-

-A*THRAi

Caconi! 2 7 8 ? 4 F ‘

T'eatrnàn:i

U n treated

^jRSAAf
g-^J^efor,

®^8emgtass
B Application 6/7-, /Fr7v/8
B

P. H. D erootfeP .
*versity 0 f M aryland
Dept, of Agronomy, v

Si^5SS?«SttSSi.
Applica«»«

Inter*»*

%Plot Infect««*

~^£jf^s33
^^goSO^
Uj^con,« 27f
J^ y c
vor<a^ ’
Uotr

2 1 d ay s

TERSAN 1991
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controls
brown patch and
anthracnose better than
the fungicide you are now using.
If you’re not using TERSAN® 1991
fungicide you’re not getting the best
brown patch and anthracnose con
trol. Test results, like these from
Michigan State University on
anthracnose and the University of
Maryland on brown patch, prove
nothing works better than Du Pont
TERSAN 1991 fungicide against these
two turf diseases.
Many new fungicides provide poor
control of brown patch and anthrac
nose, especially under heavy disease
pressure. Their extended spray inter
vals recommended for other turf dis
eases, such as dollar spot, are too
long to provide adequate protection
against brown patch and anthracnose.

TERSAN 1991 is well suited to han
dle the heaviest disease pressure. Its
unique systemic activity withstands
heavy rainfall and frequent watering
for longer-lasting disease control.
And TERSAN 1991 may be applied for
a n th ra cn o se co n tro l eith e r preven 
tively o r after th e d isease is already
p resen t.

Schedule TERSAN 1991 in your
summer spray program. Apply it in
tank mixtures or as supplemental
applications from June through
August, when brown patch and
anthracnose threaten.
You’ll get tee-to-green control that
hits brown patch and anthracnose
hard. Control that university tests

1

prove works even under heavy disease
pressure...TERSAN 1991. Only from
DuPont.
The following products are registered trademarks:
W o r l a n / t Duosan, and Fungo 5 0 — Mallinckrodt, Inc.
2Bayleton— Mobay Chemical Co.
3Rubigan— Elanco Products Co.
4 Daconil— SDS Biotech Corp.
5Clearys 3 3 3 6 t — W.A. Cleary Chemical Corp.
6Actidione TGF and Actidione R Z t— TUCO Div. of
Upjohn Co.
* Not labeled for brown patch control,
t Not labeled for anthracnose control.

With any chem ical follow label instructions and
warnings carefully.
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conference is “Professional all the way.”
Highlighting the Awards was the presentation of the
Michigan Turfgrass Foundation Meritorious Service
Award to C.E. “Tuck” Tate for his generous contri
butions over the years to the turfgrass industry and his
untiring leadership and efforts to promote M TF and
turfgrass research at MSU.
Our sincere congratulations to “Tuck” - enjoy your
retirement.
Condensed excerpts of various presentations at the
conference will appear throughout the year in future
issues of A Patch o f Green.

Nearly l,ooo participants attended the 56th Annual
Michigan Turfgrass Conference sponsored by the
Michigan Turfgrass Foundation and Michigan State
University in Lansing, Michigan on January 11-15,
1986.
It was an outstanding conference in every sense of the
word. The subjects selected and presented by the top
speakers were well received. The Vendor Appreciation
Hour has gained in popularity and attendance with
succeeding year.
Those responsible for selecting the newly combined
Clarion Hotel and Conference Center for this event
are to be congratulated. The atmosphere at this

G CSA A C O N F E R E N C E
tions in golf course operations, landscaping, golf
course design and other topics of interest to golf course
and turfgrass managers.
GCSAA held its annual business meeting and election
of officers on Monday, February 3. Elected President
was Riley L. Stottern, CGCS of Park City, Utah,
elected Vice President was Donald E. Hearn, CGCS,
Weston, Massachusetts. Newly elected directors were
our own Gerald L. Faubel CGCS of Saginaw,
Michigan (a landslide victory), William R. Roberts,
CGCS Stevens Point, Wisconsin and Kenneth A.
Sakai, CGCS Rodeo, California. Appointed by presi
dent Stottern to fill a one-year vacancy was Stephen
G. Candenelli, CGCS Toms River, New Jersey. Of
course Gene Baston Moves to the position of past
president to fill out the Board of Directors.
Those going off the Board are James Timmerman,
CGCS Orchard Lake, Michigan (Immediate Past
President), John E. Laake, CGCS Columbus, Ohio
and James M. Taylor, Sr., CGCS Midland, Texas.
Other awards presented to GCSAA members at the
opening session on Friday by GCSAA President
Eugene P. Baston, CGCS were Distinguished Service
Awards to our own Andrew Bertoni, Northville,
Michigan, Chester Mendenhall, Kansas, John Stiel,
Canada and Howard Kaerwer, Minnesota and the Leo
Feser Award for excellence in literary contributions to
the Associations’ magazine G olf Course M anagem ent,
by a member golf course superintendent our own Ted

Over 10,000 golf course superintendents and others
from around the globe converged on San Francisco for
the 57th annual International Golf Course Conference
and Show sponsored by the Golf Course Superinten
dents Association of America (GCSAA) January 27 February 4, 1986.
Retired Air Force General Charles “Chuck” Yeager a World War II fighter plane hero, career test pilot
and the first man to break the sound barrier - delivered
the keynote address during the opening session of
Friday, January 31.
Singer Dinah Shore presented GCSAA’s prestigious
Old Tom Morris Award to world golf ambassador
Patty Berg, co-founder, charter member and first
President of the Ladies Professional Golf Association
(LPGA) during the gala GCSAA Banquet attended by
dignitaries from the world of golf. This popular closing
event was entertained by the Lettermen, a versitile
and enduring singing group.
Another highlight of the nine-day conference was the
display of millions of dollars worth of the latest
equipment, products and services used in the man
agement of golf courses and grounds.
Throughout the conference over 100 leading golf
course superintendents, educators, researchers and
representatives of the industry lead more than 350
hours of seminars and educational sessions covering
every facet of turfgrass management and many related
subjects such as communication, the public golf
course, personnel, management, computer applica

CONTINUED PAGE 19
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JOHN D E E R E H
COMPACT DIESELS

Panther

I X W N D CESE/

[3Sale

2274 TELEGRAPH, BLOOMFIELD HILLS

Phone 335-5149
WINTER HOURS MONDAY-FRIDAY 10-7 SATURDAY 10-2

John Deere compact diesels come in eight
models, so you can match horsepower to your
needs. All are packed with performance features that make them small giants on any big

job. More than 50 capacity-matched attachments
are available to keep the tractor you buy busy
the year round. See us for a test drive soon,

JOHN DEERE FRONT MOWERS
The most versatile equipment a
groundskeeper can own
□ Mowers 50 to 76 inches
□ Snow Blowers
□ Front Blades & Brooms
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Is Today’s Golf Course
M anagement Too Fine?
by Dr. Roy L. Goss
Western Michigan Research and
Extension Center, Puyallup, Washington

The maintenance level of North American golf
courses is usually directly proportional to the size of
the budget, but it does not necessarily equate to the
best maintained or playable facility. Knowledge,
experience and dedication of the superintendent and
his crew can make a big difference in cost-per-hole
maintenance. Likewise, climate, topography, soil
factors and intensity of use can also influence main
tenance budgets. Mega-bucks Golf and Country Club
may spend over $20,000 per hole for maintenance
while Mini-bucks Golf Club may spend half that and
still have an enjoyable test of golf. The difference is
usually the fitness of management required to meet the
expectations of the clientele, who may or may not be
willing to pay for the fine tuning but still expect
perfection.
Without a doubt, golf course management is too fine
today from a number of viewpoints. National tele
vision coverage of major tournaments showing immmaculate grooming, over-exuberance of committees
and superintendents who want their putting greens to
be the fastest in the country and very low handicap
golfers are just a few of the reasons for overkill in fine
management. Grasses are chlorophyll-dependent liv
ing plants. They have use and management limitations
that the professional golf course superintendent al
ready knows about but may not be able to control
because of demands by the players.
Volumes have been written over the years. Some
excellent articles concerning the evils of excessively
close mowing were published in the NovemberDecember 1984 issue of the USGA Green Section
Record; they should be read by committees and golf
course superintendents alike. We are definitely going
in the wrong direction with continuous mowing
heights shorter than 3/16 inch. When greens are
mowed at 1/8 inch or less, only a little leaf tissue
remains for the active photosynthesis the plant needs
to maintain proper color, density, rooting characteris
tics, resistance to diseases and recuperative potential.
Besides, close cutting is only one of the factors that
affect putting green speed. Moderate use of nitrogen,
light frequent topdressing, brushing, verticutting and
carefully controlled irrigation can increase green speed
significantly.
The starved, fast syndrome has produced some
strange, previously uncommon symptoms, including
moss, lichens, algae and thin turf. A whole complex of
symptoms caused by mildly pathogenic organisms
have become more visible under extreme stress.

Instead of returning to sound management practices,
we simply intensify our fungicide programs and
increase management cost - sometimes without suc
cess. Problems caused by anthracnose and certain
unidentified basidiomycetes have increased over the
last decade and can be correlated with overfine
management.
Putting green mowed at 3/16 inch will most speed
requirements with applications of two to three cubic
feet per 1,000 square feet of good quality sand applied
every two to three weeks. Over-irrigated putting
greens with high percentages of organic matter ana
fine-textured soils will not putt as fast as firm, dry sand
surfaces. To compensate for wet, soft surfaces, we
lower the mowers to increase speed. Yes, this is
managing too fine, or simply not good judgement. It is
understood, of course, that we maintain balances of
other nutritional and management practices, but these
are a few of the most significant.
The demand for closer lies on fairways has resulted in
decreased mowing heights to the point where, in
certain areas of the country, Kentucky bluegrass has
virtually been eliminated on many golf courses. These
fairways have become dominated by annual bluegrass
(Poa annua). Occasionally we have survived this
botanical shift in some northern cool-season regions by
changing to bentgrass management on these fairways,
or by increased fungicidal programs to protect the
annual bluegrass.
The use of putting green aerifiers and small
lightweight triplex mowers may be considered by some
to be too fine management. In my view, this is one of
the best things that has happened to golf course
fairways for those who can afford the expense. The
small aerifiers do a better job of coring, while triplex
mowers induce less compaction, produce more uni
form mowing patterns and in some cases, significantly
improve the quality of the fairway grasses. For the
low-budget golf course, this is too fine management;
for the clubs that can afford it, these may become
standard practices.
The removal of grass clippings from fairways can be
classed as managing too fine. The removal of grass
clippings is labor-intensive, even though the aesthetics
seem to make it worthwhile. Nutrient loss from
clipping removal can also significantly increase fertili
zation costs.
Fairway topdressing with sand or soil is one of the
better means of controlling thatch, but is very
CONTINUED PAGE 18
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TORO.

The N o. I nam e
in go lf course irrigation,

The right amount of w ater
In the right place
At the right tim e

WILKIE
Turf Equipm ent Division, Inc,
1050 OPDYKE RD. • P.O. BOX 749 • PONTIAC, MICHIGAN 48056 • (313) 373-8800

12

TORO

7V £ W

G reen sm aster 3 0 0

j

SINGLE POINT
ADJUSTMENT CUTTING
UNITS, AVAILABLE IN 5-BLADE,
8-BLADE AND
11-BLADE CONFIGURATIONS.

WILKIE
Turf Equipm ent Division, Inc,
1050 OPDYKE RD. • P.O. BOX 749 • PONTIAC, MICHIGAN 48056 • (313) 373-8800
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------------------ CLASSIFIED ADS ---------------

New from ProTurf...

INDIANWOOD COUNTRY CLUB
Hiring Assistant Superintendent - Experience
Required. Call Pete Scholz for more information:
(313) 693-0006
HUGGETT SOD FARM
- Wanted 7 to 9 section Gang Mowers
prefer Jacobsen Blitzeror
Fairway Units
(517) 635-7482
USED EQUIPMENT WANTED:
Toro Parkmaster, 6-blade Reels,
Wheel Driven Reels
7 gang, pull type, rough mower,
5-blade reels - Jacobsen or Toro
(313) 781-3004

Scotts® Super Greens Fertilizer provides
quick green-up in spring and fall for all
turfgrasses used on putting greens, tees
and other fine turf areas.
Call your Tech Rep for details.

SEEKING POSITION AS SUPERINTENDENT OR
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT - Stephen J. Meyer,
5030 Cooley Lake Road, Pontiac, Michigan 48054.
(313)681-2466. Age 29 . Eight years total experience
on golf course maintenance, five years as an assistant.
Presently assistant superintendent at Knollwood
Country Club, West Bloomfield, Michigan. Graduate of
Michigan State University with B.S. Degree in Soil
Science. Major in Turf Management. Emphasis also in
Botany, Horticulture and Landscaping.
Awards include Evans Scholarship, GAM James D.
Standish Achievement Award, GCSAA Scholarship and
TUCO Scholarship. Have Michigan pesticide license.

DAVID SAPP
TECHNICAL REPRESENTATIVE
Pro Turf Division
0. M. SCOTT & SONS
28319 Seven Oaks
Farmington H ills , Ml 48018
Telephone: (313) 553-0095

TREE TRANSPLANTING
LARGE TREES UP TO 11” DIAMETER

ARMSTRONG
LAWN AND TREE, INC

“YOUR EVERGREENS SHO ULD BE MOVED N O W .”
44275 W hithorn
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48078

731-5550
264-8803

14

USGA PRESENTS THE 1986
GREEN SECTION AWARD

S 6 w tc * t

AT TURFGRASS CONFERENCE

'Jt€V i& en ie4"

The coveted USGA Green Section Award was
presented to James B. Moncrief on February 3 at the
Green Section Educational Conference which was
held in conjunction with the Golf Course Superinten
dents Association of America Conference in San
Francisco.
Moncrief has served the United State Golf Association
with his turfgrass expertise for nearly three decades.
The award has been presented by the USGA annually
since 1961, in recognition of distinguished service to
golf through work with turfgrass.
Moncrief developed Tifdwarf bermuda grass, the
finest leafed bermuda grass available in the world
today.

FORMERLY TURF SUPPLIES. INC.

Let’s Talk
Fungicides!
We stock
the Proven Best.

Other USGA News
William J. Williams, Jr. of New York, has been
elected the 49th President of the United States Golf
Association. The election took place during the
USGA’s 92nd Annual Meeting, January 25 in Orlando,
Florida.

Tersan 1991, 2#-Proven Systemic Action.
Tersan LSR, 3#-Leaf Spot & Rust Control.
Tersan S.P., 3#-Snow Mold & Pythium.
Daconil 2787, 2#-Very Broad Spectrum.
Daconil 2787 2 Gal. Flowable, Liquid.
Benomyl Gran, 24#-Dry, Spreadable.
Chipco .26019, 2#-Broad Spectrum Syst.
Fore (Dithane), 50#-Leaf Spot & Rust Cntl.
Acti-Dione Thiram, 10#-Brown & Dollar.
Acti-Dione R.Z., 10#-Anti-Biotic Fungicide.
Acti-Dione TFG, 1#-Water-Sol, Anti-Biotic.
Bayleton 25W, 2#-Fusarium prevent & Cure.
Dyrene Gran., 10#-Snow Mold Cntl. & Cure.

James M. Latham, Regional Director, Great Lakes
Region, recently wrote:
There were a few things evident throughout the 800
X 2,000 mile region that will keep the thought
processes stimulated during the winter months:

Sand - Not for topdressing, for bunkers. The turf on
most courses was so good that golfers turned their
attention to the quality of sand in bunkers. While we
have some information on preferable types - up to
1mm, angular particles - most of the criticisms can be
eased by your maintenance procedures. The problem
seems to be getting golfers to decide how they want
bunkers to play. The operations should be easy. This is
much like getting agreement on green speed and w ho
has the power to set policy.

KEN, DAVE, & GEOFF
W ould Like to Take Your Order

Plant Growth Regulators - Still largely in the demonstrationstage. It seems to me that if you plan to zap a
large area of Poa Annua to help bent along, you had
better have the lines of communication open with key
committee people. Green is still the preferred turf
color. Further, if the fairway turf has a relatively good
distribution of bentgrass and is invading Pao Annua
colonies satisfactorily, why get in a hurry?

6900 Pardee Road
Taylor, Michigan 48180
(313) 291-1200

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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USGA NEWS, CONT.

There is still no magic formula to get bent out of
bluegrass turf. Withholding water may hurt the Poa
Annua but the bent just gets better.
Thatch - In bentgrass fairways is rapidly becoming a
major problem. Some superintendents don’t call float
ing mowers “Thatchmasters” for no reason. Control
will be a continuing management operation, so long
term dethatching plans are necessary. It has been an
almost mortal sin to “plow up the greens just when
they get good.” And now 25 or 30 acres of Fairway?
Don’t forget that older courses have a 50 or 60 year
headstart. Spreading bent is just
thatch.

-c
. • i ' mj*

Serving You Better

Topdressing Mixtures - Sand quality for topdressing is
pretty well understood now and good material is
available in most (not all) areas. But how much do you
know about the peat being used in thise 80-20 mixes?
Is it peat, muck or something just black?
One peat” analyzed this year was only 30% organic
matter. I wonder how much clay, silt and very fine
sand was in the other 70 %? What will this do to
porosity of sand with recommended particle size
distribution? I think we need to ask more questions
about these mixtures!
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With Q U A LITY ...
M ALLINCKRODT

LEWIS

FORE PAR CLEARY
COUNTRY CLUB
Ch ic o p e e
Upjohn

Grubs - The plain, old fashioned kind and lots of them
in South Central Indiana and Illinois. I didn’t check
their rear ends for species I.D ., but I’ve seen smaller
shrimp. Oftanol applications were not very effective.
Maybe more pre-treatment aeration may be necessary,
particularly under thatchy/dry conditions.

FO X V A LLE Y

Enough rambling for now. Thank you again for your
support of the Green Section and the Turf Advisory
Service. I look forward to visiting with you at some of
the winter meetings and of course, on your home turf
next season. If we can be of service to you inthe
meantime, please call.
Sincerely,
James M. Latham

ChipCO

DIAMOND SHAMROCK

Yankee

cyclo ne

PBI Gordon AQUATROLS

Pana Sea
MAY YOU HAVE

TURFGRASS PRODUCTS

Enough happiness to keep you sweet;
Enough trials to keep you strong;
Enough sorrows to keep you human;
Enough hope to keep you happy;
Enough failure to keep you humble;
Enough success to keep you eager;
Enough friends to give you comfort;
Enough faith and courage in yourself, your business
and your country to banish depression;
Enough wealth to meet your needs;
Enough determination to make each day a better day
than yesterday.

SOUTH LYON, MICHIGAN
Phone: Area 313 437-1427
GENE JOHANNINGSMEIER
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Indianwood Selected as Site of
1989 U. S. Women’s Open
A course containing rolling hills, heavily grassed
bunkers, tall rough and very few trees, Indianwood is
remarkably similar in appearance to the old Scottish
courses.
Peter Scholz is the Host superintendent who will be
preparing the course. There is some talk recently of
Indianwood expanding its facility to 36 holes.

Indianwood Golf & Country Club in Lake Orion,
Michigan, has been selected as the site of the 1989 U.S.
Women’s Open Championship.
James R. Hand, President of the United States Golf
Associaton and Stan Aldridge, president of Indianwood, announced the selection of the 44th Women’s
Open, which will be played July 13-16, 1989.

COUNTRY CLUB

Indianwood plays a vital role in the success of
Michigan golf. It has been the site of the last four
Michigan PGA tournaments and the home of the
Michigan Golf Hall of Fame since its establishment in
1981.

Professional Turf Products
Homogenous

G

A “ \ High Methylene Ureas (W.I.N.J
LEBANON

Csivtiu/Cùé Balanced Feeding
FOR PROFESSIONAL USE

The course, designed by Englishman Wilfred Reid
and opened in the mid 1920’s, is a par-72, 6,944 yard
layout highlighted by a difficult finishing hole. The
18th green encompasses an area of approimately
30,000 square feet, making it a supreme test for
anyone needing to get down in two. The green is one
of the largest putting surfaces in the United States.
rrrUM wip

amam

FERTILIZER

Fits Your Budget

M

—

y_ _ j

R A N D Y RO G ERS
P.O. Box 8002
Division Manager Rochester, Ml 48063
(313) 373-7235
L E B A N O N C H E M IC A L C O R P O R A T I O N

P.O. Box647
Danville, IL61832

P.O.Box 180
Lebanon, PA 17042

Irrig a tio n Supplies, Design and Service . . .

From - Quick Coupler Valves to C om puter C ontrollers
From —the Irrigation Products fo r a Completely Manual System
to the N ew est IBM Energy and W a te r Saving A utom atic Systems.
From — Replacement Gaskets, Seals, Diaphragms fo r Valves, Pumps and
C ontrollers to to ta l M a terials fo r an Eighteen Hole Golf Course.
From — Berkeley or Cornell pumps to a Complete Pump House.
From — c o n c e p t to fin is h e d s p e c ific a tio n s and d ra w in g s .

R a in ^ B ir d
AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER

Madison Heights
Bob Neum aier 3 1 3 / 5 8 8 - 2 9 9 2

Call CRA TOLL FREE
Anywhere in Michigan

Ben T ailiafe rro 3 1 3 / 5 8 8 - 2 9 9 2

8 0 0 /5 4 4 -9 2 1 9
Jim Sage 6 1 6 / 4 5 2 - 3 3 7 3 '
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Southfield
-M ik e G ris 3 1 3 / 3 5 8 - 2 9 9 4

MANAGEMENT TOO FINE?, CONT.

expensive and can only be instituted by golf courses
that can afford it. The playability of fairways with
heavy-textured slow-draining soils could be signifi
cantly improved with sand topdressing and in some
cases this would be economically feasible.

HI TECK Landscaping
GOLF COURSE
CONTRACTORS

Some golf courses suffer from the lush, soft syndrome
because club policy dictates wall-to-wall green. Be
cause of variations in soil texture and depth and
topography, it is virtually impossible to maintain
uniform
water
distribution
rates
throughout the golf course. Invariably, steep terrain
will have water-stressed areas or burnout during the
summer. Although increasing the use of wetting agents
and more intensive aerification mav help the effect
iveness of applied water, it nonetheless increases costs
of management and is not always effective. We are
managing too fine when we try to keep every inch of
the golf course green at all times. The usual result is
excessively wet low-lying areas at the expense of
keeping a few isolated areas green all the time.
Automatic irrigation with sophisticated controls will
partially correct this type of problem but in most cases,
not entirely.

New or Renovation
TREES, EVERGREENS,
SHRUBS, TREE MOVING,
SEEDING, SODDING,
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
At Competitive Prices

Green committees and playing members should be
extremely cautious in making decisions that are
counter-productive to the best management of their
grasses and soils. Before implementing hard-core
management decisions, a green committee should
carefully dicuss the situation with the golf course
superintendent and if the committee is still not
satisfied, it may refer the question to competent
consulting agronomists.

CALL 313 229-7131

im m i

save
ON GUARANTEED
REPLACEMENT PARTS

TO FIT

Many more areas of golf course management can be
labeled as too fine, ft is the responsibility of each
professional golf superintendent to communicate effec
tively with his committees to prevent the kind of
mistakes that seem to be arising more frequently. A
golf club hires a qualified superintendent because he is
the most knowledgeable person for managing the golf
turf. So why is his advice so frequently overruled?
Many years ago Bobby Jones stated, “The first
prurpose of any golf course should be to give pleasure
and that to the greatest number of players - because it
will offer problems a person may attempt according to
his ability. It will never become hopeless for the duffer
nor fail to concern and interest the expert.”

TORO
RYAN
MOTT
EXCEL

JACOBSEN
ROSEMAN
ROGERS
OLATHE

HAHN-WESTPOINT
PAR AIDE
JOHN DEERE
NATIONAL

CUSHMAN
RANSOMES
FORD
YAZOO

NEW PARTS
GOODYEAR
* BELTS* TIRES
* GREENSAIRE PARTS
* REELS * BEARINGS
* STEERING CABLES
AND MORE
IN MICHIGAN CALL TOLL FREE - 1-800 824-8769

As long as we are doing the best management job
possible with the budgets we can afford, wnat’s wrong
with the rule of playing the course as you find ir and
the ball as it lies? In this age of high technology and
scientific advancements, let us not lose sight of
common-sense management.
USGA Green Section Record,

YOUR DEALER IS:

1*

* DISTRIBUTORS

51000 GRAND RIVER AVE.
WIXOM, MICHIGAN 48096
(313) 349-7779

1985

M IC H IG A N 'S ONLY STOCKING DEALER
FOR R
& PRODUCTS
R
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GCSAA CONFERENCE, CONT.

passenger-jet airliners that collided at Tenerife, Can
ary Islands in 1979, in which 600 were killed. His
message to “Trust in the Lord” was well received and
appreciated.

Woehrle, CGCS Troy, Michigan.
Guest speaker for the Prayer Breakfast was Norman
Williams, one of the few survivors of the two

Gerald L. Faubel, CGCS

William R. Roberts, CGCS

Kenneth A. Sakai, CGCS

Stephen G. C adenelli, CGCS

W O EH RLE RECEIVES FESER AWARD
Woehrle wrote “Preparing Oakland Hills for the 1985
Theodore W. (Ted) Woehrle, a past president of
U.S. Open,” which was published beginning on page
GCSAA and golf course superintendent at Oakland
12 of the May, 1985 issue of GCM.
Hills Country Club, received the international or
In 1964 Woehrle GCSAA’s coveted Distinguished
ganization’s esteemed Leo Feser. Award for 1985.
Service Award and he is a recipient of Michigan PGA’s
The award was presented January 31, during the
Meritorious Award. Woehrle earned his bachelor of
opening session of the 57th Annual GCSAA Interna
science degree in agronomy from Purdue University
tional Golf Course Conference and Show in San
and has attended the University of Illinois. Ted has
Francisco’s Moscone Convention Center.
been a member of GCSAA for almost 30 years.
The Leo Feser Award is presented to a member golf
course superintendent who, in the past year, has
Woehrle has won GCSAA’s Chapter Newsletter
Award in 1982,1983 and 1984 while serving as
authored the in
G olf Course M anagem entEditors
magazine
editor of A Patch o f G reen, a position he has held since
that the GCSAA Communication/Awards Committee
its inception in 1971.
judges to have been the most outstanding superin
tendent-written article.
CONTINUED PAGE 22
19

HARRY ROOTE, CONT.

you Charles.

wm.F.seii
s sonjnc.

To make a one-pound comb of honey, bees must
collect nectar from about two million flowers.
The level of the sea fell 400 feet during the first Ice
Age. Much of the Earth’s water had been absorbed by
ice caps.

SINCE 1923

Speaking of ice, you better be concerned about ice on
our trees and greens. It’s getting to be that time of year
again.
Joke heard on the way to work one day: Do you
know what you get when you cross a praying mantis
with a termite? A bug that says grace before he eats
your house.
Parting shot: One of the pleasures of learning to read
by Braille is you can rest your eyes without having to
give up reading. Another compensation is the pleasure
of reading in bed in the dark with book and hands
snuggly under the warm covers. Think about it.

RENTAL
SALES - SERVICE

★ LOADERS ★ SWEEPERS
★ TRENCHERS ★ MOWERS
★ ROTARY CUTTERS
★ BACK HOE DIGGERS
★ BACK FILL BLADES
★ POST HOLE DIGGERS
JOB TAILORED EQUIPMENT
COMPLETE LINE OF

C A l±

MATERIAL HANDLING
& FARM EQUIPMENT

2

8

2

>a5 1 0 0

16555 TELEGRAPH RD. - TAYLOR
1 Mile South of Eureka

OTTERBINE
DAY OR NIGHT...SUMMER OR WINTER
OTTERBINE" Aerators can help you keep unsightly algal growth and
objectional odors under control naturally. The fact that OTTERBINES
also create beauty — is just one of the many benefits of using our
Spray Sculpture™ Floating Fountains.

WE CREATE BEAUTY WHILE SOLVING PROBLEMS

ainaiD MICHIGAN CALL 800/544-9219
31691 Dequindre
Madison Hts., Ml 48071
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22159 Telegraph
Southfield, Ml 48034

3400 Jefferson S.E.
Grand Rapids, Ml 49508

-Solid or Coring Tines
available
-Maxim um 16" depth
-1/2 acre per hour
production
PROVEN ON
GOLF COURSES, PARKS & RECREATION, SCHOOLS

V E R T I-D R A IN
P.O. Box 367
O xford, M l 48051
(313) 6 2 8 -4 6 1 4
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STYLES, COINIT.

damage.
•Stadium golf, also pioneered by Pete, is another
feature of several new facilities.
•Elaborate bunkering that creates accent is one
means the golf architect has to express his message.
•Robert Trent Jones and sons, Bob Jr. and Rees, have
three different styles. Bob Jones, Sr., who has
influenced golf architecture more than any person
living or dead, has demonstrated several styles over
his long and illustrous career. His new Celebrity
course, to be opened soon near Tulsa, Oklahoma, is
said to demonstrate still another style and message.
•The frame of the Jones’, the Dye’s, the Fazio’s and
the Packard’s is by no means fading. Still, there is a
school of younger architects coming to the fore.
Noteable among these are Bob Graves of California,
Bill Robinson, my associate of many years, Brian
Silva, my associate, Dan Maples, from a family long
connected with course maintenance and two Ohio
based architects Art Hills of Toledo and Dr. Mike
Hurdzan, who is an associate of many years of Jack
Kid well.
•Finally, what makes the golf course outstanding?
The four steps to an outstanding golf course are
inspired design, sound specifications, painstaking
construction and dedicated maintenance. In practice
the last is the most important of all. The enduring
greatness of a golf course and the message the
architect has tried to put over lie in the dedicated
hands of the superintendent.
No wonder Northern Ohio (sic) has so many superb
golf courses.

concepts go in circles. We trust these circles are in the
form of an upward spiral. It would be a sad day if
golf architecture became a science. Yet it is all to the
good that turfgrass maintenance has become a
science.
•Until after the turn of the century golf in the U.S.
was played under primitive conditions. But that
changed largely due to the influence of the greenkeepers of those days who did so much with so little to
make golf so pleasureable a game. All in the Northern
Ohio group realize I know what a major pioneer role
your predecessors, including but not limited to,
Colonel Morley played in this transition.
•The principles of art, namely harmony, proportion,
balance, rhythm and emphasis, are embodied in
course design as in fact they are in course maintennance (e.g., mowing patterns at greens). Personally, I
wish that turfgrass schools presented one course in the
principles of art.
•Contour mowing is becoming increasingly impor
tant in course style. It enhances eye appeal and
playing interest and by reducing fairway acreage
allows more intensive maintenance of those areas. I
should add that as one of the two recognized
authorities on the history of golf architecture I credit
Bill Burdick along with Sherwood Moore, formerly of
Winged Foot in being the pioneers in this style of
mowing.
mowing. Contour mowing also makes it easier and
less costly to bent fairways in the cool humid regions
and Zoysia in the transitional zones.
•Natural areas are also receiving attention on many
courses.
courses. Wild flowers are receving attention but as
Dr. Hurdzan, golf architect of Columbus has pointed
out, the results can be described as a “mixed bag.”
•Bulbs, particularly daffodils, as contrasted to wild
flowers, are often more successful and are seen on
many courses in April and early May when the course
is still drab.
•Probably due to Pete Dye’s influence retaining walls
and bulkheads are seen more often on golf courses in
North America. Some authorities say these verge on
“contrivance.” Yet they are functional in that they
conserve space and minimize wave and rodent

FESER AWARD, CONT.

Feser (pronounce fay-zer) was a pioneer golf course
superintendent and charter member of GCSAA. He
kept the Association’s magazine alive during the great
depression and conceived the idea for the award later
named in his honor. Ted Woehrle, this year’s recipient
of the Leo Feser Award, is featured in the January
issue of GCM.
Ted’s article was one of many submitted to the GCM
magazine in 1985 and the competition was tough.
Winning the Leo Feser Award is quite an acheivement
and the MBCGCSA congratulates Ted for this dis
tinguished honor.

" F o r L a n d 's S a ke-'U se P e a t"
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T ire W h o le sa le rs
Com pany, Inc.
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y m co.

Phone: (313) 354-5644
19240 West Eight Mile Southfield. Ml 48075
('AMile West of Southfield Road)

1430 E. Drahner Rd.
Oxford, Michigan 48051

TRUCK - CAR, M O TO R CYC LE,
FA R M , TRAILER, IN D U STR IA L
TIRES & TUBES

PROCESSED PEAT
C u s to m M ix e s

P ire lli

FRED LATTA • 313/628-5991

C a rlis le

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT TIRES
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HAHN SPRAY-PRO 44, IT
WORKS. ANDW ORKS...
AND W ORKS...
Greens or fairways... the Spray-Pro 44 with its big high flotation tires to protect your turf,
converts in minutes to a Sprayer, Spreader, Aerifier or Utility Bed. Designed for easy on,
easy off switching and year ’round service.

This “crew” should be working for you
the aerifier...

the sp ra ye r...

the spreader...

the utility truck b e d .

Hydraulically controlled from
operator’s position. Cultivates
a full 42 Inch width. Cleanly
penetrates to 3 inches, depend
ing on soil conditions. Optional
Slicing Blades to open the soil
with a minimum of turf
disturbance.

160 gal. poly tank, 3-section
boom for 18-1/2 ft. cover
age. Spray with 1,2, or all 3
booms. Fingertip control of
all spray system functions.

Precise rate settings for a
uniform pattern. Top dress
sand in 12 to 20 ft. swath,
apply seed, fertilizer and
lime 20 to 40 ft. Up to 500
lbs. per minute.

Reinforced steel, 1500 lbs.
capacity. Converts to dump
bed with addition of
Hydraulic Package.

FAST, WIDE COVERAGE

BIG HIGH FLOTATION TIRES

4-WHEEL STABILITY

Reduce compaction. Drive on golf greens
safely. About half the PSI of other utility
trucks and sprayers.

Low center of gravity. For more stability
and safety.

Sold and Serviced by

LAWN EQUIPMENT CORPORATION
46845 W. 12 M ILE ROAD
P.O. BOX 500
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NOVI, MICH. 48050
(313) 348-8110

Introducing...
JACOBSEN G -4X4

Four-wheel drive, four-wheel steering and a low center of gravity are key
features of the Jacobsen G -4X4, a 24 hp diesel-powered machine designed to
serve as a mobile power source for rotary and flail mowers, rotary broom and
snowthrower, seed and fertilizer spreader and blower. It also has a synchronized
eight forward and four reverse speed transmission, four-wheel hydraulic brakes
and an all weather cab plus front and rear lights.
available from :

W .F. M iller Eqm^m^Company
1593 S. WOODWARD AVE.
BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48011
TELEPHONE: (313) 647-7700

" A Patch of Green”
31823 U T IC A R O A D
F R A S E R , M IC H IG A N 48026
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