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At Thesier's

Our Family is Growing
No one can accuse John Deere 

of standing still. Since January of 
1992, we've added six totally new 
machines to our Golf & Turf 
Equipment family. All designed 
and manufactured by John Deere.

First to arrive were the 1800 
utility vehicle and 3365 Professional 
Turf Mower.

The 1800 brought the precision 
of hydrostatic drive to your work, 
while the 3365 was the first machine 
to carry John Deere designed and 
manufactured cutting units.

New machines for 1993 include 
the 2653 Professional Utility Mower 
(pictured above) and 6x4 and 4x2 
Gator Utility Vehicles.

The 2653 features the unique 
combination of hydraulic reel drive 
and John Deere 26-inch cutting 
units. The Gators are stable, quiet, 
carry large payloads, and feature 
wet-disk brakes.

New 6x4 and 4x2 Gator Utility Vehicles are stable, 
quiet, and carry large payloads.

The 3365 Professional Turf Mower features John 
Deere designed and manufactured cutting units.

The 1800 Utility Vehicle brings the benefits of 
hydrostatic drive to spraying and spreading jobs.

New for 1994-John Deere
lightweight fairway mower.

N O T H IN G  R U N S  
L IK E  A  DEERE®

FINANCE SPECIAL 
20% DOWN with NO PAYMENTS 

UNTIL MAY 1994 
LOW RATES AVAILABLE 

Reel Grinding Specials -- 
Call Now!

TH ESIER EQUIPM ENT  
COM PANY
1-800-870-9791

28342 Pontiac Trail 
South Lyon, MI 48178  

810-437-2091
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Tire Wholesalers
Co., Inc.

•A s our name implies, we 
are a wholesaler of tires.

•  W e are an established 
business, having been in 
business for over 22 years.

•W e  deliver.
•W e  have UPS service daily.
•W e  guarantee what we sell.
•W e  want your business.
•W e  have a huge inventory of 

Passenger, High Performance, 
Truck, Trailer, Motorcycle, 
Carlisle Lawn & Garden, 
Industrial Tires & Tubes, 
Shocks, Struts, Custom Mag 
W heels and Accessories, all in 
stock for immediate delivery.

( f l r o g W a q )  . [ f f i n r y  ^ r m s t b o m b ì^

CADILLAC
WAREHOUSE

303 Hawthorn Street 
Cadillac, Ml 49601 
(616) 7 7 5 - 6 6 6 6

NEWI NEWI NEW!
TROY DISTRIBUTION 

CENTER
1783 E. 14 Mile Road 

Troy, Ml 48083 
(313) 5 8 9 - 9 9 1 0

SOUTHFIELD
WAREHOUSE

19240 West 8 Mile Road 
Southfield, Ml 48075 

(313) 3 5 4 - 9 9 1 0

■ P W W

HAS IT!
Everything you need 

for professional 
turf management.

•Fertilizers »Control Products «Seed 
•Irrigation »Equipment »Replacement Parts 
•Golf Course Accessories »Safety Products 
•Service Brochures • Low Voltage Lighting

(800 ) 321-5325
Your Growth Partner

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Rd., Rocky River, 
Ohio 44116

A Commitment to Quality T\irf Care Products 
for You - The Turf Care Professional

L
Tee Time 
Fertilizer 25-5-15 
with Nutralene ™

the professional's 
partner*______
HicÆSSC»
Andersons

A  Your Tee Time Distributor offers

Distributed by:

TURFGRASS, INC.
28064 Pontiac Trail 
South Lyon, Ml 48178 
(313) 437-1427 
1-800-521-TURF (Ml only)

•+ Homogeneous Greens Fertilizers 
+* Greens and Fairway Fertilizers with Nutralene® 
•+ Quality Sulfur Coated Urea Fertilizers 
•+ Combination Products 
•+ Granular Insecticides 

Granular Fungicides
•+ Complete Granular Maintenance Programs

the professional's 
partner«
The « S S »
Andersons

Lawn Products Division 
P.O . Box 119 
Maumee, Ohio 43537

Nutralene - Trademark o f NOR-AM Chemical Co. T ee Time and "the 
professional's partner" - Trademarks o f The Andersons



MILLER, AUSTIN J., P.E. 
(Margaret)
CLASS F
Miller Engineers 
650 Lahser Road 
Bloomfield Village, Ml 48501 
H-(810) 646-9487 
0(810) 546-3717
MUNDY, PERRY (Diana)
CLASS D
Tam-O-Shanter Country Club 
9259 Cumberland Ct.
Walled Lake, Ml 48390 
H-(810) 363-5791 
0-(810) 626-8325
POLEN, DAVID
CLASS F
United Horticultural Supply 
1111 N. Bridge St.
Linden, Ml 48451 
H-(810) 735-7230 
0(800) 222-9963
READ, JOHN (Judy)
CLASS F
Spartan Distributors 
P.O. Box 246 
Sparta, Ml 49345 
0(616) 887-7301 
FAX (616) 887-6288
STESNEY, ED (Kathy)
CLASS F
Thesier Equipment 
3466 innsbrook 
Rochester Hills, Ml 48309 
H-(810) 375-0755 
0(810) 437-2091 
FAX (810) 437-2140
TIPCAK, ROBERT
CLASS D
Salem Hills Golf Club 
500 McMunn Street 
S. Lyon, Ml 48178 
H-(810) 437-6704 
0(810) 437-9640
TALBOO, DAVE (Rachelle)
CLASS F
Spartan Distributors 
1050 Opdyke Road 
Auburn Hills, Ml 48326 
H-(810) 229-7687 
0(810) 373-8800 
FAX (810) 373-8899
VANDENBERGHE, JIM
CLASS D 
Links of Novi 
1829 Gardner 
Berkley, Mi 48072 
H-(810) 546-8472 
0(810) 380-6950 
FAX (810) 380-8065
WATT, ROBERT (Debra)
CLASS F
North End Electric Co.
2000 Beilaire 
Royal Oak, Ml 48067 
H-(810) 879-7478 
0-(810) 378-8187 
FAX (810) 598-5803
WEATHERS, TIM (Ann)
CLASS F
Thesier Equipment 
620 Barclay 
Troy, Ml 48098 
H-(810) 528-1861 
0-(810) 437-2091 
FAX (810) 437-2140
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CALENDAR OF E W S STOP
SNOW
MOLD
With a Chipco 
26019/Daconil 
Combination.

RHONE POULENC  
AG COMPANY

CONTACT

BOB DUGAN
CHIPCO TURF & ORNAMENTAL SPECIALIST

P.O. BOX 398 «ROMULUS, Ml 
49174-0398

(313) 782-0323 
Fax: (313) 782-6344

1 4 ............ Membership Meeting
Bowling Tournam ent- Salt River Golf Club, 
Host: Jerry McVety

2 2 . . . .......  Pesticide Certification
fla co m b  Cooperative Extension Service 

h j  J f J r  Call Hannah Stevens (810) 469-6440

26 MBCCCSA/CAM Seminar
D etro it Coif Club 

I Host: Clem W olfrom

APRIL
7 . CCSAA Spray Technician Seminar

Indianwood Coif and Country Club 
Host: Mark Jackson

1 1 . . . m  ■ ■ Tiger Opener
Vs. Baltimore Orioles

To be Announced
Jo in t Meeting w ith  Canadian Association

ALEXANDER, DON (Linda)
CLASS F 
W.F. Miller Co.
P.O. Box 605 
Novi, Ml 48376-0605 
H-(810) 725-2754 
0~(810) 626-1220
CLINE, BRUCE
CLASS D
Pine Valley Golf Club 
45410 Vanker Avenue 
Utica, Ml 48317 
H-(810) 254-1953 
0-(810) 752-5221
DETER, JOHN D.
CLASS F
Special Touch Engraving 
26016 LaMuera 
Farmington Hills, Ml 48334 
H-(810) 478-4339
ECCLETON, JAY
CLASS D
Willow Creek Golf Club 
3252 Heeney 
Stockbridge, Ml 48285 
H/0-C517) 851-7856
GLASSON, REX (Barbara)
D&C Distributors 
25056 Lyncastle Lane 
Farmington Hills, Ml 48336 
H-(810) 476-7717 
0~(810) 349-7779 
FAX (810) 349-4670

MEINDERTSMA, MIKE 
(Brenda)
CLASS H
President-Northern 
Michigan Turf Managers Assn. 
High Pointe Golf Club 
5555 Arnold Rd.
Williamsburg, Ml 49690 
0-(616) 267-5769
PERRY, JOHN (Lisa)
CLASS F
Edw. C. Levy Co.
8800 Dix Avenue 
Detroit, Ml 48209 
H-(810) 477-5749 
0(313) 849-9338 
FAX (313) 849-9448
FORD, SCOTT S. (Teri)
CLASS B
Riverview Highlands Coif Course 
Riverview, Ml 48192 
H-(313) 429-4839 
0(313) 281-4275
GODOSHIAN, MICHAEL R.
CLASS F
Special Touch Engraving 
9105 Pittsfield 
Commerce Twp„ Ml 48382 
H-(810) 360-0145 
0-(810) 375-2552 
FAX (810) 375-0325
LEACH, LARRY (Gail)
CLASS F
Special Touch Engraving 
925 Heights Rd.
Lake Orion, Ml 48362 
H-(810) 693-6444



TURFGRASS INC.

Serving you better with. .
Technical information 

Fungicide programs 

Free timely delivery

... Quality products

F e r t i l iz e rs The Andersons, Lebanon 
Country Club, Nitroform, Turfgrass

C h e m ic a ls Dupont, Ampel, Ciba-Geigy, W.A. 
Cleary, Chipco, Daconil, Mobay, 
Elanco, NAIAD, Dow, Monsanto, Bio 
Greenskeeper, Agri D iagnostics, 
Mallinckrodt, Nor-Am, Riverdale, Pana 
Sea, Miller, Agri-Plex 4X

S e e d s Northrup King 
Medalist Turf Products

S p re a d e rs  &  

S p ra y e rs

Cyclone, Spyker, Back Pack, Wheely, 
Spray-Hawk

G o l f  S u p p l ie s Lewisline, Par Aide, Standard, Fore- 
Par, Yankee, United Stockmen, Chix, 
Fox Valley

S a fe ty  E q u ip m e n t Mine Safety Equipment

S o il  M a n a g e m e n t Grid System, TerraFlow, TerraBond, 
TerraCover

M a rk e rs Richway, Blazon

1 -3 1 3 -4 3 7 -1 4 2 7  Rich Locke
Office

Douglas Johanningsmeier 

1 -8 0 0 -5 2 1 -8 8 7 3  Keith Richards
(M ichigan Only)

Gene Johanningsmeier

G o n e  F i s h in g .
Thanks to 7-3-22 with Team'

For controlling grassy weeds and restoring potash 
levels, there’s no more economical, effective and time-saving 
combination than Country Club® 7-3-22 with Team* pre
emergence herbicide.

So start applying an 
advanced herbicide and fertilizer 
in just one step. And take advan
tage of all that free time for more W I T H  T E A M *  
leisurely pursuits.
‘ Trademark of DowElanco.
Country Club® is the Registered Trademark of Lebanon Chemical Corporation.

Distributed By:
Benham Chemicals Turfgrass, Inc. 

(3 1 3 ) 4 7 4 -7 4 7 4  (3 1 3 ) 4 3 7 -1 4 2 7

Country Club 
7-3-22 ♦ *

Elite Turfgrass Seed Mixture
Triple Play is the unique blend of ryegrasses that has been care
fully selected to meet specific needs for seeding Athletic Fields, 
Lawn Areas and Golf Courses.
Triple Play contains the elite turf-type ryegrasses of PENNANT, 
PEBBLE BEACH and STALLION. Triple Play wiU produce a 
beautiful dark green color with exceUent heat and drought

Seeding Recommendation 
5 to 7 lbs. per 1,000 sq. ft.

llirf Chem icals Inc.
1011 E. Main 
P.O. Box 451

Owosso, Michigan 48867 
Phone: (517) 725-7145

FOR ALL OF YOUR FERTILIZER, 
CHEMICAL AND GRASS SEED NEEDS



On D a w oresiden
Where have all the flowers 

gone? It was only yesterday that 
our landscape technicians were 
tilling the soil and applying the 
herbicides to the beds In 
preparation to add the many- 
colored flowers that beautified 
our litt le  portion o f this great 
land. It's the season when there is 
an opportunity to spend a little 
more time in the office, looking 
back at your achievements, good 
memories and obstacles of the 
past season, it Is a time to let your 
mind wander back even further to 
reminisce of yesteryear.

Time passes so quickly, and it seems to  take 
an e te rn ity  to  address and im p le m e n t 
changes. Even President C linton has faced 
one obstac le  a fte r  a n o th e r as he tr ie s  to  
im p le m e n t change. Looking back 23 years 
and b e yo n d , th e  m o d if ic a t io n s  in o u r 
profession have been overw helm ing. I can 
rem ember the firs t Weedy th a t I purchased. It 
was the  answer to  all our trim m ing problems. 
A ga in , o u r c re w  was am azed a t th e  
revo lu tionary  mechanical bunker rake th a t 
swiveled in the  middle; a lthough It was odd 
lo o k in g  i t  w o rke d  m a g n if ic e n tly . Thank 
goodness fo r  the large ou t f ro n t rotaries tha t 
tr im m ed  closer and safer to  the  trees. This 
enhanced equ ipm ent m eant th a t the  trees 
would no t con tract m ow eridous which the  
pull-behind gang mowers would pass along. 
And finally the new pesticides and herbicides 
were considered miracle drugs enabling us to  

give ourse lves, m em bers and s ta ff an e n v iro n m e n ta lly  
fr iend ly  tu r f  o f superior quality to  play and walk on while 
smelling and enjoying the beautiful flowers.

B ut w here  have all th e  flo w e rs  gone? S om etim es it 
seems more d ifficu lt to  accomplish go lf course goals than it 
was 23 years ago. An abundance o f tim e  is spent on tota l 
q u a lity  m a n a g e m e n t, w h ich  Inc ludes  m o tiv a t in g  and 
encouraging your employees, along w ith  m aintaining the  
course  a t an excep tiona l level. In a d d ition , m echanical 
equ ipm ent is complicated to  repair, and updated, complex 
re g u la tio n s  re q u ire  u n d e rs ta n d in g  and c o rre c t 
Im p le m e n ta tio n . H ow ever, to  o u r advan tage , th e  fa s t 
moving world o f computers and fax machines has given us 
the  opportun ity  to  plan and communicate on a tim ely basis. 
T he re  is no lo n g e r an excuse to  de lay p ro d u c t iv ity .  
Nevertheless, maintaining our part o f the earth to  the best 

o f ou r ab ility  gives us pleasure and sa tis faction  when we 
obtain our course goals, no m atter what the  difficulty.

Even though the  flowers have disappeared and the  last 
traces o f w in ter are nowhere in sight, we can look forward to  
next season when the flowers again will grace our rounds w ith 
m ore  abundance and beau ty  than  ever be fo re . Like th e  
flowers, our organization has grown tremendously under the 
leadership, s u p p o rt and ded ication  o f Ken DeBusscher. It 
always has been easier to  stand on the  sidelines and watch the 
parade go by; however, today it is imperative tha t you jo in us 
in the  march so you will no t be le ft behind. The occasion fo r  
everyone to  participate is at hand. Ask questions, voice your 
concerns and tell us your ideas. Become involved w ith your 
association and p lan t you r individual flo w e r, because our 
organization will only th rive  and inspire greatness th rough  
your efforts.

"Michigan and Border 
Cities...Kate speaking."
"Hi, Kate. Pete Miller, here." 
"Hello, Pete. How are you? 
How're things w ith you?"
"Oh...had a great season! 
Family's doing fine and I'm 
ready fo r  a break!"
"Me, too. Have been 
especially busy this past year. 
Enjoyed it a great 
deal...Setting up the office, 
attending meetings, helping 
to  make things 
happen...Learned a lo t about 
Michigan and Border Cities 
and hopefully this next year 
will run more smoothly. 
That's what I'm here fo r- -to  
help M&BC run efficiently 
and effectively. Well, enough 
about me." Sigh. "What can I 
do fo r  you, Pete?"
"Actually, I jus t called to  
thank you fo r  your help this 
past year. You answered lots 
o f questions fo r  me."
"Clad I could help, and I'd like 
to  encourage all members to  
feel free to  contact me w ith 
the ir questions and 
concerns. Sometimes, o f 
course, I m igh t refer them  
to  someone else fo r  an 
answer, bu t I'll try  to  be o f 
assistance and will gladly 
address those matters in the 
"Kate Speaking" articles." 
"Well, gotta go and see if my 
crew's done grinding those 
mowers."
"Put up your fe e t and relax 
while you can."
"Oh, believe me, I will." 
Chuckle. "Thanks again,
Kate."
"Any time, Pete."

A Patch o f Green, winter 1993-1994
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MBCCCSA'S................................................
BIC EVENTA BIC SUCCESS

Four hundred and twenty-six 
players participating in the 28th 
Annual Big Event fo r  T u rf 
Research made the October 4th 
da te  ju s t th a t— a big and 
profitable event. We are proud to  
report tha t this year's fundraiser 
earned more than $25,000, which 
will be donated to  the Michigan 
T u rfg rass F ounda tion  and 
M ich igan State U n ive rs ity  fo r  
student awards in the Turfgrass 
Program.

A well-deserved thank you to  
the five participating courses and 
those whomake it possible to  play 
on them. They are the reason that 
this event is so successful.

This year's courses and their 
superin tendents were: Oakland 
Hills Country Club (Martin Fuchs), 
Franklin Hills (Tom Cray), Katke- 
Cousins Golf Club (Jay Delcamp), 
Crosse lie Country Club (Andrew 
Socie) and Bay Pointe Golf Club 
(Rick M urphy). Each o f th e  
courses were in excellent shape, 
and the cool weather did nothing 
to  dam pen th e  s p ir it o f those 
who participated. Bay Pointe also 
served as the host fo r dinner and 
th e  o th e r fe s t iv it ie s . The 
o u ts ta n d in g  meal and service 
provided a great setting fo r  the 
raffle and prizes tha t were given 
away. Each year, the planners o f 
Golf Day try  to  make everyone a 
w in n e r, and th is  year was no 
exception. A "Rules o f Golf" video 
was given to  all the players, and 
th e  large n u m b e r o f prizes 
donated by businesses and go lf 
clubs made our large contribution 
possible.

As with any large fundraising 
a tte m p t, a c o m m itte e  o f 
volunteers helped to  make it all 
possible. Those who served this 
year did a rem arkab le  jo b . A 
special thank you to  Mike Bay, 
who also serves on the Board o f 
D irectors fo r  ou r o rganization. 
Mike sp e n t m any hours 
organizing the prizes. His efforts 
are greatly  apprecia ted, as are 
those o f all who helped.

We invite all the participants 
o f the Big Event to  join us fo r the 
Big Event in 1994. The courses 
have no t yet been determ ined, 
bu t we prom ise to  continue to  
make this event one you and your 
friends will want to  attend.

by Carey Mitchelson, Chairman

(Right) Fundraising 
Chairman Carey 
Mitchelson 
announces it's tim e 
fo r the raffle and 
prize presentation. 
(Top) Dr. Joe Vargas 
with Bay Pointe's 
General Manager 
Terry Ciotti.

(Above)Mike Bay presents a plaque to  
Jay Delcamp, superintendnent at Katke 
Cousins Golf Course, fo r his hard work 

as one o f five host superintendents.

(Right) A distinguished group o f 
members and guests enjoys the 
activities. A lucky raffle winner 
accepts prize from  Cary Thommes 
(Above left), who did another 
outstanding job  in the prize 
presentation. (Above,right) Larry 
Obey won the raffle fo r the 
television. More than $1,800 was 
raised.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Carey Mitchelson-Chairman: Mike Bay, Jay Delcamp, Cary Thomas,
Doug Johanningsmeier, Doug Melton, Steve Kolongowski, Mike Hahn, Roy Szyndlar, Paul Kobe, 
Tim Dorner, John Cooney, Keith Richards, Rick Murphy, Don Fields

. ............................

WINNING TEAMS  I

A Patch o f Green, Winter 1993-1994
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\
SPARTAN DISTRIBUTORS

TOIIO*J ^S to â L GAiriON* golfCOMMEMTOTOCT^IMTIAL^SPOIITS 
FIELDS® PARRS4 

£ONTR<
TQRi

BLOW ERS®LI|||

ECjPO^TOlMi

IGNS*PUMPS*
LERS®
MOWERS®
fMM£RS«TRACF0RS® 
ACTORS® 

•PRUNERS*SAW* 
HIREDDER5® 
COMMERCIAL 
SAND

UPPERS® AIR 
SICLE®BLOWERS®

lw ers*
NTAINS® 
t o  
■ORS 
[TAINS® 
TURF® 
VOLTAGE 

[CAL 
LISTS 
IF®

CITIES®

>DERS*
»MOWERS®

:r s ®t r a il e r s ®
SSORSCUSHMAN*
MOWERS®

RS*FOUNTAINS*
DIFFUSED AIR®SPARTAN DISTRIBUTORS®TORO*TORO IRRIGAT!ON»SERVICE®PARTS

SPARTAN DISTRIBUTORS, INC.
Specializing in Turf 

and Irrigation Equipment

487 W. DIVISION ST.
SPARTA, Ml 49345 

(616) 887-7301

30650 WEST 8 MILE RD. 1050 OPDYKE RD.
FARMINGTON HILLS, Ml 48336 AUBURN HILLS, Ml 48326 

(810)476-3664 (810)373-8800

_________________________________________________________ /

DAVEY OFFERS
every Tree Care
SERVICE YO U ’LL  

EVER NEED.
You know that mature trees 
add challenge as well as 
beauty. You also know ma
ture trees are impossible to 
replace. Davey knows how 
to help protect these valu
able assets from decline, 
lightning, storm damage, 
insects and disease.

Davey professionals will 
inventory your trees, evaluate 
the condition of each one, 
and give you a report 
prioritizing treatments. Over 
time, expert care from Davey 
will actually reduce your tree 
maintenance costs.

Keep your most valuable 
assets standing tall with the 
leader in tree care since 1880. 
Call Davey today at 689-2200 
(in Troy) or 459-8690 (in 
Canton Twp.)

DAVE YJ
TREE AND LAWN BEAUTY

A Patch o f Green, Winter 1993-1994
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Dedicated to providing quality 
products and services to the 

and ornamental industries

W w

United
Horticultural Supply„

David Polen &
Howard Altman 

Lansing Sales O ffice 
16713 Industrial Pkwy. 
Lansing, MI 48901

Steve Fent
Saginaw Sales O ffice 
3515 Janes Street 
Saginaw, MI 48605

Customer Service - Toll Free 
1-800-222-9963

featuring

PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS

Working To Enhance Our World

D&C DISTRIBUTORS, INC.
51000 Grand River, Wixom, MI 48393 

810-349-7779 • 1-800-888-7779 • Fax 810-349-4670

BIG ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU BETTER- 
SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

Michigan’s Largest Stocking Dealer for R&R PRODUCTS

QUALITY REPLACEMENT PARTS
Genuine Kohler • Jacobsen •  Hahn-Westpoint 

Cushman • Toro •  Roseman •  Ransomes 
Mott •  Ryan •  Yazoo •  Ford • Excel 
National •  Reel Sharpening Compound

KOHLER
BRIGGS & STRATTON 
MID-WEST RAKE

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR YOUR SUPPLY ITEMS:
FLAGS - POLES - RAKES - CUPS - RICO MFC.

Excellent Quality Personalized Tube Flags
WE ALSO HANDLE

AaB-SORBOIL EMULSIFIER 
BAYCO SUPPLIES 
CLOVER LAPPING COMPOUND 
DEDOES PARTS 
DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT 
EARTHWAY SPREADERS 
FAIRWAY MARKERS 
FOX VALLEY MARKING PAINT

HAND CLEANER 
HOLE-IN-ONE PAINT 
HOSE* 3/4’ 1 1 '
KARCHER POWER WASHER 
LEWIS LINE SUPPLIES 
LIFT RAMP/WORK TABLE 
MARFAX .00 LUBRICANT 
PAR AIDE SUPPLIES

PLASTIC SIGNS 
PLASTIC CHAIN 
RAIN SUITS 
RED MAX EQUIPMENT 
ROPE & STAKES 
ROTARY BLADE GRINDERS 
ROTARY BLADES 
SIMPLEX GRINDING EQUIPMENT

TEE TOWELS 
TIRE SEALANT 
TIRE
TIRE CHANGERS 
TRIMMER LINE & HEADS 
WHITE CEDAR FURNITURE 
WOODEN RAKES

CALL US TOLL FREE  -  800-888-7779
WE GUARANTEE WHAT WE SELL!

NURSERY
STOCK

PINE, SPRUCE, & FIR TREES
Standard Specimen

4-5’ $29.50 $45.50
5-6’ 35.00 58.00
6-7’ 42.50 69.00

HAWTHORN & REDBUD
6 - 8 ’

8- 10’

$35.00
45.00

Please call for quotes 
on freight & planting services.

^ r m i n t r o u f s
1156 Lincoln Rd 

Ph: 800-860-2663
Allegan, Michigan 49010 
Fax: (616) 673-3519

SPARTAN BRAND

YOUR FIRST CHOICE FOR OVER 
60 YEARS....

F r o m  t e e  t o  g r e e n  

Im p r o v e d  v a r ie t ie s  

R e l ia b il it y  

Se l e c t io n

T e c h n ic a l  h e lp

CALL 1-800-647-TURF 
MICHIGAN STATE SEED CO.

717 N. CLINTON 
GRAND LEDGE, MICHIGAN
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by Katie Elsila

Executive Director of Golf 
Brett Marshall Association of Michigan
Brett Marshall, executive director 
o f the Golf Association o f 
Michigan, was Executive 
Director o f the Kansas 
Golf Association for 8-1/2 
years. Marshall took  
tim e from  his busy 
schedule to answer the 
questions go lf club 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  
frequently ask.

0: What do you look for 
in a host facility?
A: We look fo r a course that is 
in good condition, one that players will 
enjoy. Every golf course offers a different level of 
difficulty, but if it is in good condition players will 
look forward to  conning back and participating the 
next time around. So it's very important to  us to 
have a golf course that's maintained properly.
0: How do golf courses become host 
facilities?
A: We do have golf courses that contact us and 
express interest in hosting some events. Obviously, 
we'd love to  have more do so—that would make 
our jobs a little bit easier. In many cases, we initiate 
the solicitation o f golf courses to  host events fo r 
us. We go through a very comprehensive process 
in communicating with club officials. I'm not so 
sure that we've done as good a job as we possibly 
can in contacting the superintendents, and 
I certainly want to  make sure that we include the 
superintendent in the solicitation process because, 
when we have contacted them, they've been very 
supportive. Superintendents have pride in their 
own course, and hosting a tournament gives them 
a chance to  show their skills to  a lot of the golfing 
community in the state.
Q: What’s your position on the speed of the 
greens?
A: I'm not hung up on stimpmeters. I'm more 
interested in seeing what the surfaces have to  
o ffe r—the degree of difficulty, the slopes o f the 
greens and what kind o f weather conditions exist 
at the time we are going to  be there. I believe in 
never placing the greens in jeopardy o f being lost. 
It isn't worth it—no matter which event we're 
running, even the most important. If you double 
cut and roll greens when it's 95 to  100 degrees in 
mid-July, you stand a very good chance o f losing 
them. I'm not willing to  risk that, even if it would 
make fo r a better playing surface fo r the golfers.
0: What about the height of the fairway?
A: For championship events it's not unusual to  
expect a fairway height somewhere between 7/16 
to  1/2 inch. With anything higher than that, you 
tend not to  get the best playing surface fo r that 
caliber o f player. For outings, where it's really a fun 
day fo r a gathering o f people in the golfing 
community, we'd ask the club superintendent to

set it up fairly easy, about the 
middle o f the tees. No 

special marking o f the 
course is necessary. 

For championships, 
our staff comes in 
and does all the 
course marking. 
We also do the 
tee and hole 

locations. We ask 
the superintendent 

and golf professionals 
^  fo r their input because 

they know the golf course 
better than we do on a day- 
to-day basis. We like to  make 
the final decisions on those 
things, however, because our 
name is on the tournament.
If we do a good job, the 
players are going to  be 
happy. If we don 't do a 
job, we assume responsibility 
It's a way to  protect host 
superintendents against 
criticism that m ight come 
their way.
Q: How difficult do you 
like to see the course?
A: The degree o f difficulty 
depends on the tournament 
and the level o f skills of the 
players. For the Michigan 
Amateur Championship, fo r 
example, we make the course 
very difficult. On the other 
hand, fo r our senior 
tournaments, the degree of 
difficulty and the length of 
the golf course is less. Our 
goal is to  identify good 
champions, but we also want 
the players to  have a good 
time and go home with a 
favorable feeling about the 
golf course.
0: Why is that important?
A: We are in a service- 
oriented business. The golfers 
are, in essence, our 
customers and we want them 
to  be happy. If we can 
identify champions by setting 
up courses that are difficult, 
but fair, most o f the players 
will accept that. Even though 
they may not play well, they 
will still go home with a 
favorable feeling about the 
way the golf course played,

and that is my ultimate goal. I don 't want players 
saying, That was set up unfairly and I'm never 
coming back.' Even if the tournament is moved 
to  a d ifferent golf course, we may lose those 
golfers and never get them back. I don 't like to  
see that happen.
0: Why is cup placement a hot topic?
A: Over the years, I think a lot o f players have 
seen hole locations that are too close to  the edge 
of the green or too close to  the slopes on the 
greens or are on mounds. That doesn't really give 
the player a fair chance. If players feel that it is 
unfair, they're going to  have a negative reaction 
to  the entire competition, to  the entire 
experience at the golf course. That's one reason 
why we're very involved in the placement o f the 
hole locations at our events. They may be 
difficult, but they are going to  be fair, and they 
are going to  be in a relatively level area around 
the hole where a player can have a good chance. 
Q: You were executive director of the 
Kansas Coif Association for 8-1/2 years. How 
does golf in Michigan compare to Kansas?
A: Golf club superintendents in Michigan have 
a shorter season to  deal with. In many cases, that 
makes it harder to  get their golf courses up to  
the type o f conditions they would like to  have 
during the playing season. The shorter season 
also gives them less time to  do much of the 
ongoing maintenance procedures. However, 
Michigan winters benefit the golf courses in 
many ways because they get a complete rest 
from  play. Many of the courses are totally shut 
down, even if there is nice weather in wintertime. 
In Kansas, if there's no snow on the ground 
players are going to  be playing. So the golf 
courses take a bit more abuse. Also, the Kansas 
area is a transition zone fo r weather, so 
superintendents are dealing with even greater 
fluctuations o f weather conditions and climate 
than in Michigan.
0: What are your observations about the 
role of the golf club superintendent?
A: In Kansas, we shared our offices with the 
GCSAA's national headquarters fo r three years. 
That really gave me a great insight into the role 
o f the golf club superintendent at the golf 
facility. I think their role has been understated fo r 
many years. They play a vital role. People want to  
play at quality facilities and if you don 't have a 
quality golf course, typically, the club is not going 
to  flourish. I see a lot o f high-quality people in 
that end of the business, so it has been 
rewarding to  see the importance o f their role 
upgraded significantly over the last five to  10 
years. The GCSAA is a very good organization. Its 
members are interested in educating themselves 
and we have good relationships with them. We 
do our greens seminar in March in conjunction 
with all fou r o f the state GCSAA organizations. I 
feel good about what we are doing with the 
superintendents and fo r them and the fact that 
our clubs are raising money and making 
significant donations to  the Michigan Turfgrass 
program o f MSU. I think this signals our 
dedication to  the superintendents' industry in 
Michigan. I'd like golf club superintendents to 
know that we are committed to  them.

A Patch o f Green, Winter 1993-1994
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4 Project Evaluation

4 Full Scope Irrigation Plans with 
Bid & Contract Documents

4 Cost Estimates

4 Competitive Bidding for 
Contractors & Suppliers

4 Field Staking & Observation

c. ]. coLiin a associates, me.
IRRIGATION DESIGN CONSULTANTS 

817 Main Street 
Rochester, Ml 48307 

(810) 656-6805

M.T.F.

OSBURN
OMSÏÏCBOES

CUSTOM TOP DRESSING BLENDS 
CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION BLENDS
Trap Sand

Best 530  
Best 535

•C a r t  Path Stone &  Slag 
•P e a  Pebble 
•Parking Lot Stone

Call for details

(313) 292-4140
Ask for Tim

Increase the Speed of Play

Turn Complaints into Compliments... 

with FAST PLAY TECHNOLOGY

as seen in PGA Magazine

An innovative precision laser measurement
marking system that's easily visible and doesn't 

interfere with maintenance.

• Incremental 25 yard markers with 
color-coded posts every 50 yards

• Professionally installed
• Endorsed by Michigan PGA 

Professional Rodger Jabara

Call or write for more info:

FAST PLA Y TECHNOLOGY
32102 Howard St., Madison Heights, Ml 48071 
Ph: (810) 583-4851 Fax: (810) 583-3179

Turf Chem icals Inc.
1011 E. Main 
P.O. Box 451

Owosso, Michigan 48867 
Phone: (517) 725-7145

FOR ALL OF YOUR FERTILIZER, 
CHEMICAL AND GRASS SEED NEEDS

EXPERIENCED, DEPENDABLE 

PEOPLE TO SERVE YOU

•  Russ Hancock •  Lou Beckman
•  Jay Siddock •  Ted Kasel
•  Fred M iller •  Chris Fochtman



1993 Annual M ee ting  
Held a t M aple Lane

The MBCGCSA's Annual Meeting was held on 
October 19 at Maple Lane, where the hospitality, as 
usual, was excellent. The west course was well 
prepared, and the weather accommodating fo r the 
playing o f the Clarence Wolfrom Memorial 
Tournament. The field started by 11 a.m., and when it 
was over, Dale Bauer was winner with a net 60. Jim 
Hyde finished second low net. Jim Thesier was third.

After a delicious meal, President Ken DeBusscher 
called the meeting to  order. The treasurer's report 
indicated tha t the activities o f the past year had left 
the association financially sound. No changes in dues 
would be necessary fo r the coming year.

Committee members gave announcements, and 
packets o f comm ittee reports were distributed to  all 
attendees. Members were told that a "Technical 
Training fo r Sprayers" seminar will be held in April 
1994. Also, 1994 Scholarship Chairman Dave Picot 
reminded members about the $1,500 CCSAA 
scholarship available to  the children and 
grandchildren o f members. The student need not be 
a turfgrass major.

Announcements aside, it was time fo r elections.
And the results were:

Jay Delcamp, president
Carey Mitchelson, vice president
Cary Thommes, secretary/treasurer

MBCCCSA 
Leadership (I. to  r.) 
Past President Tom 
Mason, Outgoing 
President Ken 
DeBusscher and 
Incoming President 
Jay Delcamp.

Carey
Mitchelson (I.) 
congratulates 
Dale Bauer, 
w inner o f the 
Clarence 
W olfrom  Classic.

Outgoing president 
Ken DeBusscher 
(second from  left) 
w ith (I. to  r.) Cary 
Thommes, secretary/ 
treasurer; 1994 
MBCGSA president 
Jay Delcamp 
and vice president 
Carey Mitchelson.

Board of Directors
Paul Kobe and Roy Szyndlar will serve 
three-year terms. Jon Shreve will serve the 
remaining two-year term in the position 
vacated by Carey Mitchelson’s election to 
vice president.

Throughout the meeting, special recognition was given 
to  several members fo r their service to  the association: 
George Prieskorn, fo r taking charge o f the election 
process again this year, Doug Johanningsmeier and 
Tom Stark, fo r their three years o f service on the 
education committee, Kate Mason, fo r her excellent 
service in her firs t year as executive secretary, Mike Bay 
fo r his term  on the Board, Ken DeBusscher, 
fo r serving as president, the generous people at Maple 
Lane, fo r hosting our Annual Meeting again this year.

MBCCCSA Executive Board: (I. to  r.) Paul Kobe, Mike Bay, Paul DuShane, 
Jon Shreve, Roy Szyndlar, Ken DeBusscher, Dave Picot, Fritz McMullen, 
Tom Mason, Jay Delcamp , Gary Thommes and Carey Mitchelson

A \ '  Shore C ontro l

■  POND DREDGING SPECIALIST
O ff Road Trucking  

W ide Track Bulldozing

BRIDGES •  DAMS •  BOARDWALKS Shore Line & Land D eve lo p m en t

SEAWALLS — Steel •  Wood G rading

PVC C LOC \  S W E E T C O IN C .
Boulders I 2 7405  H enry Rd.

Com plete Jobs or Products Only ij \  V i  S ou th  Lyon , M ich ig an  48178

FREE QUOTES — (313) 887-7855 *  3 1 3 -4 3 7 -1 8 3 0
A Patch o f Green, Winter 1993-1994
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Safety Training ..........
.... is a Must! by Tim Doppel

Whenever you hire a new employee, you give that person 
training in lots of different areas. Whether it is simple things such 
as where to punch in and change clothes or really challenging 
things such as where to eat lunch, those first few days will always 
be stressful fo r  you. You always wonder, did you te ll him 
everything he needs to  know or is this rookie going to  do 
something really stupid that will embarrass you in fron t of the 
members?

When you make your list of all the things to train your new 
employee about, be sure that some safety training is included. 
Although this may sound like a no-brainer for a lot of us, it is truly 
amazing how many people do not include this in their training 
regimes. And when you remember that it is required by law to 
provide this training fo r all employees, well, it becomes quite 
remarkable that so many let this slip.

Michigan law is very clear on what has to be provided. All 
employees must receive training about the hazardous materials 
tha t they may come in contact w ith in the course o f the ir 
employment. And a written training program must be kept on file 
at each place of employment.

All employees should be knowledgeable about how to read a 
label of a pesticide. Now, I know that not all your employees will 
be making applications. But what if there  is a spill or an 
overexposure accident. Where would someone find the correct 
information to give to emergency personnel? On the label, of 
course. So in the event that neither you, your assistant or your 
applicator are present when an accident occurs, all employees 
need to be able to read a label properly.

Be sure that everyone knows at least where to  find the 
product name, active ingredients, emergency phone numbers and 
EPA Registration numbers on each label. With this level of 
knowledge, each employee may be able to  give emergency 
personnel the information needed to control a bad situation.

But labels are not the only documents your people need to 
know. Material Safety Data Sheets also are needed. Although most 
of the information you would need is on the label, MSDSs provide a 
level of information that cannot be squeezed onto a label. Your 
people need to know where to find the MSDSs, how to find the 
one they want and how to read one. And they should be able to do 
that under pressure. I drill my employees (usually twice a year) with 
a surprise inspection from  Sgt. Hoss M. Down from  the Fire 
Department. The sergeant creates a situation tha t d iffe ren t 
employees m ust respond to  in a certain am ount o f tim e. 
Sometimes they get it right, sometimes they don't. But it is always 
a good learning experience.

Be sure your program includes respirator use and storage 
training; spill control and basic first aid also are helpful. Although 
this may seem like a lot, and it is, you do not want to find yourself 
in a situation where you have to explain to an inspector, or an 
attorney, why you did not provide the kind of training necessary to 
maintain a safe operation.

If you have an employee manual (and I suggest that you do), 
then some of this information can be included in it. Certainly the 
requirement to receive and understand the training should be in 
your employee manual. As always, have an attorney review any 
documents you provide in a manual.

The training you provide your employees does not have to be 
fancy or a slick presentation. It just needs to be something that will 
give everyone on your crew, and we're stressing everyone here, 
the basic information needed to respond in an appropriate manner 
to a crisis. Hopefully, your crew will never have to use its training. 
But if they do, and do it well, it will be a positive reflection on you 
for having the foresight to provide the training in the first place. 
And that is the hallmark of a true professional.

PUMPS
FOUNTAINS

CONTROLS
SERVICE
■ On Site Consultation & Repair
■ Electrical Testing
■ Control Repair

■ Scheduled Maintenance
■ Winterizing
■ Removal & Reinstallation
■ Complete In Shop Rebuilding

■ Authorized Dealer of:
Air-O-Lator Fountains & 

Aerators
■ Professional Service Since 1945

North End 
Electric Co.
2000  B ellaire  

Royal Oak, MI 48067

(810) 398-8187
Contact: Robert Watt

Fax (810) 398-5803
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Update Your Control System 
Without Damaging Any Turf

Single Source 
Control of Irrigation 
Systems Saves You 
Time & Money!
Two-Way Radio 
Communication 
Eliminates Expense of 
Direct Communication Wire!

( B u ckn er* COPS Universal
(Computer Oriented Programming Systems)

Run Everything, 
Control Everything 

From Your Office Desk

Computer Requirement
• 486 Personal Computer 

with PC-DOS or MS-DOS
• 1 MB RAM
• 80 MB Hard Disk Drive
• 3 ]/2n or 5 74" Diskette Drive 
Recommended
Phone modem with 
communication software, 
dot matrix or laser printer

EZ TO INSTALL
Cops works with any existing irrigation electric 
controller, regardless of m ake or manufacturer
• Operate up to 1500 stations with each of 99 different programs
• Group any field unit and station with any other station or field 

unit in a slave/rmaster relationship in any order the system requires
• Program an infinite number of start times per station, each with 

its own independent run time
• Assign a unique valve designation to run independently from 

the rest of the program
• Program station run times from one minute to nine hours and 

fifty nine minutes in one-minute settings
• Operate manually, semi-automatically, or in a syringe program
• Control valves, lights, fountains, security or any device where 

a 24 volt relay can be used
• Use a hand held portable radio to turn stations on or off and 

program run times for those manual operations

Plus Many More Benefits!

Call Today For A Free Quote I -800-347-4272

¡Century Rain Aid I



W.F. MILLER COMPANY
TURF & INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT

25125 TRANS-X, P.O. BOX 605
NOVI, Ml 48376 <

(810)349-4100 • Fax:(810)349-0406 ^
24 Hour Phone/Fax Order Line 

1-800-642-9915

DISTRIBUTORS
FOR

|  TURF EQUIPMENT
JACOBSEN TURF GIANT VAC HANNEY HOSE REELS

SMITH CO. IDEAL GRINDERS PECO VAC’S
EXCEL"HUSTLER" LELY SPREADERS KEYSTONE DIAG. MATS

KUT KWICK BRUNCO DUMPERS BROYHILL
(SLOPEMASTERS) STANDARD GOLF M&B EQUIPMENT
RANSOME TURF PAR AIDE SWEEPSTER BROOMS

RYAN LEWISLINE AERWAY
CUSHMAN PRIZE LAWN SPREADERS 

SUREME GRINDER'S
BUSH HOG

ENGINES & PARTS
BRIGGS & STRATTON 

CLINTON 
KOHLER 

WISCONSIN 
POWER PRODUCTS 

TECUMSEH
J.B. FOOTE TRANSMISSIONS 
PEERLESS TRANSMISSIONS

MISC. HARDWARE
NUTS • BOLTS • E-CLIPS 

SNAP RINGS * ROLL PINS 
WOODRUFF KEYS • BLADE BOLTS 
SET SCREWS • GREASE FITTINGS 

FUSES • COTTER PINS 
ROLLER CHAIN • BEARINGS 

CLEVIS PINS • HAIR PINS 
MUFFLER CLAMPS • BALL JOINTS 

HITCH PINS • O RINGS 
WELCH PLUGS

30600 Telegraph 
Suite #1386 

Bingham Farms, Ml 48025

The Official Publication o f the 
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