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TESTED BY LAWN CARE 
PROFESSIONALS

T H E  T llR F C O  A E R A T O R  is designed to specifically 
meet the needs of today’s commercial lawn care and rental 
users. A rugged, one-piece frame, external drive 
components, and an industrial grade engine make THE 
AERATOR a machine that stays on the job.

LOW MAINTENANCE!
♦  Heavy duty side & front bumpers
♦  Choice of B & S or Honda engine
♦  Drive chain is protected from cores and soil 
FEATURES
♦  Drum style front wheel for easy turns
♦  2 0 ” aeration width for higher productivity
♦  3/4 ” times for removing cores
♦  3.5 HP B & S Ind. Plus
♦  Operating speed up to 260  feet/minute
♦  Heat treated, sealed, and fully-enclosed drive chain

$ 1 7 9 9 .0 0

HIGH
PRODUCTIVITY
♦  Aerate up to 

28,000  square 
ft. per hour

♦  Aerate up to
10 average yards 
per day

P r o  L ite  T u r f  C u t t e r  is designed for the occasional 
or novice user that is more comfortable with a lighter 
machine that moves at a reduced speed. The Pro Lite is 
ideal for contour cutting of flower beds and lawn repairs.
♦  Width of cut: 12”
♦  5 HP Briggs and Stratton*
♦  Cuts up to 2,500  sq. ft. per hour
♦  Simple controls for blade depth 

and angle
(*Honda engine optional)

$ 2 4 9 9 .0 0

P r o  T u r f  C u t t e r  is designed for demands 
of commercial use. It can be set up for differ­
ent widths and moves fast for cutting or 
stripping larger areas.
♦  Width of cut: 18”
♦  8 HP Briggs and Stratton*
♦  Cuts up to 5,000  sq. ft. per hour
♦  Fast, smooth, quiet and reliable 

(*Honda engine optional)

$ 3 ,1 4 9 .0 0

M ichigan ’s Largest Lawn, Snow  & O utdoor Pow er Equipm ent D ealer

Utica
46061 Van D yke 

1/2 M ile N orth o f  M -59

810- 731-7240

F a r m i n g t o n
3 9 0 5 0  G rand River 

East o f  H aggerty

810- 471-3050

Best Price - Best Service -  Best Selection
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Calendar of Events 

New Members

D On Par with the President

7 ■ * • » ...........  Kate Speaking

9 . . . . . . .  • • Superintendents Are Becoming
Computer Literate

1 2  ............  dnr to Abandon Goose Round-Up

1 3  ............  Membership Meeting

1 4  ............  Scholarships Awarded

1 7 ...................  The Michigan Turf Foundation
Conference - One Member’s View

2 1 ...................  How to Establish Wildflowers

2 6  ............. Classifieds

2 7  ............. weingartz Celebrates 50th
Anniversary

Cover p h o to  courtesy 
o f th e  Golf Course 

Superintendents 
Association o f 

America.
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•We are an established 
business, having been in 
business for over 20 years. 

•We deliver.
•We have UPS service daily. 
•We guarantee what we sell. 
•We want your business.
•We have a huge inventory of 

Passenger, High Performance, 
Truck, Trailer, Motorcycle, 
Carlisle Lawn & Garden, 
Industrial Tires & Tubes, 
Shocks, Struts, Custom Mag 
Wheels and Accessories, all in 
stock for immediate delivery.

T ire  W h o lesa le rs  
C o ., In c .

•As our name implies, we 
are a wholesaler of tires.

^  o u i s t l o p  G 3 2 B C ^ L -

C A DILLAC TROY D IS TR IB U T IO N S O U TH FIELD
W A R EHO U SE CEN TER W A R E H O U SE

303 Hawthorn Street 1783 E. 14 Mile Road 19240 West 8 Mile Road
Cadillac, Ml 49601 Troy, Ml 48083 Southfield, Ml 48075

(616) 7 7 5 - 6 6 6 6 ( 8 1 0 ) 5 8 9 - 9 9 1 0 ( 8 1 0 ) 3 5 4 - 9 9 1 0

OSBURN
QGOGHDSinMiS

CUSTOM TOP DRESSING BLENDS 
CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION BLENDS
Trap Sand

Best 5 3 0  
Best 5 3 5

•C art Path Stone & Slag 
•Pea Pebble 
•Parking Lot Stone

Call for details
(313) 292-4140
Ask for Tim

BIG ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU BETTER- 
SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

M ich ig an 's  L a rg e s t S to ck in g  D ea le r fo r R &R  P R O D U C T S

QUALITY REPLACEMENT PARTS
G enuine K oh ler  • Jacobsen  • H ah n -W e stp o in t 

C ushm an  • Toro • R osem an  • R ansom es  
M o tt • Ryan  • Yazoo  • Ford  • E xce l 

N atio n a l  • R ee l S harpen in g  C o m pound

KOHLER
BRIGGS & STRATTON 
MID-WEST RAKE

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR YOUR SUPPLY ITEMS:
FLAGS - POLES - RAKES - CUPS - RICO MFG.

Excellent Quality Personalized Tube Flags
WE ALSO HANDLE

AaB-SORBOIL EMULSIFIER HAND CLEANER 
BAYCO SUPPLIES HOLE-IN-ONE PAINT
CLOVER LAPPING COMPOUND HOSE • 3/4' & 1*
DEDOES PARTS KARCHER POWER WASHER
DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT LEWIS LINE SUPPLIES 
EARTHWAY SPREADERS LIFT RAMP/WORK TABLE 
FAIRWAY MARKERS MARFAX .00 LUBRICANT
FOX VALLEY MARKING PAINT PAR AIDE SUPPLIES

PLASTIC SIGNS TEE TOWELS
PLASTIC CHAIN TIRE SEALANT
RAIN SUITS TIRE
RED MAX EQUIPMENT TIRE CHANGERS
ROPE & STAKES TRIMMER LINE & HEADS
ROTARY BLADE GRINDERS WHITE CEDAR FURNITURE 
ROTARY BLADES WOODEN RAKES
SIMPLEX GRINDING EQUIPMENT

CALL US TOLL F R E E  -  800-888-7779
WE GUARANTEE WHAT WE SELL!

Introducing The Perfect 
Bag For Greens And Tees.

For overseeding low cut areas and establishing 
greens and tees, no other fertilizer provides the 
kind of coverage and nutrient distribution that 
Country Club 10-18-18 does.

C o u n tr y  C lu b  

1018-18

Benham Chemical Randy Rogers Turfgrass, Inc.
(810) 474-7474 (810) 673-7146 (810) 437-1427
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KOVICH, JEFF
CLASS F
SLC M eter Service 
3059 Dixie Hwy. 
W aterfo rd , Ml 48328 
H-(810) 545-6304 
0-(810) 673-3300-308

MULKEY, MICHAEL R.
CLASS H
Award W inner/4  Year Program  
252 River St., #106 E.R.
East Lansing, Ml 48824 
H-(517) 333-0843

SIMMONS, JAMES B.
CLASS H
Award W inner/2  Year Program  
39199 C itation Place #37101 
Farm ing ton  Hills, Ml 48331 
H-(810) 661-9250

WILDEMAN, MARK
CLASS H
P re s id e n t/N o rth e rn  M ichigan 
Turf Mgrs. Assn.
Tree Tops 
3962 W ilkinson Rd.
Gaylord, Ml 49735

CALENDAR OF EVEIffS
April 24

West Shore - Canadian Joint Meeting

May 19
Special Olympics Fundraiser - Bald Mountain

June 12
Cattails

July 10
To be announced

August 7
The Orchards - invite a member

September 11
Greystone

October 24
Annual Meeting - Maple Lane

December 11
Year in Review - Birmingham
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S T O C K
E n v iro n m en t , Lt d .

EN V IRO N M EN TA L A N D  SA FET Y  C O N SU L T A N T S
helping companies who are frustrated over the 
expense and confusion created by regulations.

Problem identification, solutions design/implementation 
and negotiations with regulatory agencies.

• Project management, record keeping and training
• Air, water, waste related issues
• Responding to regulatory inspection deficiencies
• Underground Storage Tank (U ST ) concerns
• Site contamination problems
• Unexpected permitting issues
• Phase I property assessments
• M &  A  due dilligence
• Prevention based regulation compliance process
• Computer based training and record keeping software

Detroit: (313) 921-0333 • Fax: (313) 9 2 1 4 7 3 0  
1 0 9 0 0  Harper Avenue, Detroit M I 4 8 2 1 3

Grand Rapids: (616) 285 4 1 7 7  • Fax: (616) 2 8 5 0 4 3 2  

PA TR IC K  J. ST O C K  • (3 1 3 ) 9 2 4 0 1 1 1

Dedicated to providing quality 
products and services to the turf 

and ornamental industries

m

U n ite d
Hforticniltxiral Supply,

Howard A ltm an 
Lansing Sales O ffice  
16713 Industrial Pkwy. 
Lansing, M I 48901

Steve Fent
Saginaw  Sales O ffice 
3515  Janes Street 
Saginaw , M I 4 8 6 0 5

Customer Service - Toll Free 
1 -8 0 0 -8 3 7 -1 7 1 9

featuring MPROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS

Working To Enhance Our World

Chip. Haul. Dig.

Clean up your site with a Morbark Chipper.

For a demo, call your nearest location.

DIVERSIFIED PRODUCTS DIV. (810)348-7810 

NOVI (810)349-4800

GRAND RAPIDS (616) 532-3633

KALKASKA # (616) 258-8265

SAGINAW BAY (517) 752-7300

MACOMB (810) 781-7100

KALAMAZOO (616) 349-8600

LANSING STORE (517) 699-4800
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w ith
t h e

W hile I have ju s t  a fe w  m o re  weeks o f  q u ie t t im e , I was peering  
o u t  m y o ffic e  w in d o w  w a tch in g  a g ro u p  o f  b irds fe e d in g  a t o u r fe e d e r 
and ca tch in g  a g lim pse  o f  fo u r  d e e r ru n n in g  across #2 fa irway. I re fle c t 
back to  January a t th e  M ich igan T urf C on fe rence  Research. One to p ic  o f  
g re a t in te re s t was h o w  to  keep o u r e n v iro n m e n t safe w h ile  m a in ta in ­
ing h igh  s tandards o f  t u r f  quality. The u p da te d  research is s tro n g  and 
in te re s tin g .

The s tu d y  o f  g ro u n d w a te r co n ta m in a tio n  is o ne  research p ro je c t 
th a t  can p ro v id e  g o lf  cou rse  s u p e rin te n d e n ts  w ith  in fo rm a tio n  to  answ er m any 
o f  th e  q u e s tio n s  be ing  asked by o u r c lien ts. W ith  th e  use o f  fo u r  m o n o lith  
d ra inage  lys im e te rs  co n s tru c te d  by th e  research te am , it  was show n th a t  less 
th a n  20 p e rc e n t o f  n itro g e n  applied  to  th e  t u r f  grass p la n t ever reaches be low  
th e  th a tc h  layer. The n itro g e n  th a t is p re se n t in th e  soil is largely o rgan ic  and 
m u s t be cons ide red  im m o b ile ; how ever, it  is available to  th e  p lant. The a m o u n t 
o f  leachate fo u n d  was less th a n  .01 p e rce n t o f  n itro g e n  co n te n t. The tu rfg ra ss  
p lan t, co ns is ting  o f  ch ip p in g , ve rd u re  and th a tc h , uses 100 p e rce n t o f  all n it ro ­
gen  applied.

The p o te n tia l exposure  to  g o lfe rs  and g o lf  course  m a in tenance  pe rsonne l 
was a n o th e r in te re s tin g  p o in t. Using dacone l 2787, th e  research s ta tus o f  seven 
b o d y  parts  w e re  te s te d . Four w ere  b e low  lim its , and th e  h ig h e s t levels w ere  
d e te c te d  on  th e  hands. Reading in m illig ra m s /h o u r, a m e a su re m e n t o f  .1160 was 
fo u n d  —  w ell b e low  standards. Also, v ir tu a lly  no  risk o f  inha la tion  was fo u n d  to  
e ith e r g o lfe rs  o r m a in te n an ce  c re w  w orkers.

A n o th e r ve ry  in te re s tin g  and innova tive  s tu d y  f ro m  one  o f  o u r peers is be ing  
researched a t th e  M eadow s C lub a t Grand Valley State University. A lth o u g h  th e  
cou rse  was n o t y e t u n d e r c o n s tru c tio n , S u p e rin te n d e n t Kathy Antaya began 
s tu d y in g  th e  w a te r q u a lity  o f  th re e  sources e n te r in g  and leaving th e  p roperty . 
She has co m p ile d  g o o d  in fo rm a tio n  and is c o n tin u in g  th e  s tu d y  w h ile  p e r fo rm ­
ing everday m a in te n an ce  p ro g ra m s  on  th e  new ly c o n s tru c te d  course.

These th re e  exam ples o f  research be ing  c o n d u c te d  in M ich igan proves th a t 
to da y 's  g o lf  cou rse  m anagers are ve ry  invo lved  and e x tre m e ly  in te re s te d  in p re ­
serv ing  o u r b e a u tifu l e n v iro n m e n t.

You w ill n o te , w h ile  read ing  th e  Board o f  D irectors  C o m m itte e  ass ignm ents, 
I have added  a new  c o m m itte e  to  th e  list. Mark M cKinley will head up th e  
M e m be rsh ip  Relations C o m m itte e , w h ich  will pu rsue  th e  m any qu es tion s  dealing  
w ith  y o u r m e m b e rsh ip . If you  have any ideas, sugges tions  o r questions, please 
c o n ta c t Mark by ca lling th e  D e tro it Golf Club.

I ho pe  e ve ryone  has en joyed  th e ir  s h o rt t im e  o f f  f ro m  th e ir  hec tic  g ro w in g  
season and th a t  you  are ready to  again w o rk  side by side w ith  n a tu re  in o u r desire 
to  p ro d u ce  h ig h -q u a lity  and e n v iro n m e n ta lly  fr ie n d ly  spaces.

Jay D elcam p
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INTRODUCING 
NEW ADVANCED 

SPRAY-DRY 
DACONIL ULTREX 

FUNGICIDE

• Mixes fast, won’t settle out and won’t clog nozzles.

• Improved control of tough Brown patch plus equally 
exceptional control of 14 other major turf diseases 
and algal scum.

• Virtually dust-free, low-foaming formulation makes 
handling easier.

• Pours completely out of the bag, so there’s no waste 
or need to rinse bags before disposal.

IS K  BIO SC IEN C ES"
ISK  Biosciences Corporation 

Turf & Specialty Products Division 
1523 Johnson Ferry Rd., Suite 250 

Marietta, GA 30062

Always follow label directions carefully when using turf and ornamentals plant protection products. 
™Trademark of ISK Biosciences Corporation.
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"Michigan and Border Cities...Kate speaking."

"Hi, Kate, It's Pete Miller,"

"Oh, Hi, Pete. W hat’s up?"

"Well, I'm calling to  cancel my reservation fo r  the  next 
meeting. Something's come up and I w on 't be able to  
make it,"

“Sorry, you can't make it. Should be a good one. 
Thanks fo r calling, i’ll take care o f the cancellation. 
You know, it ’s a good thing you called or we might 
have to  charge you, even though you didn’t  attend. 
Very often the club charges us fo r the reservation 
am ount and not those actually attending."

"Yeah, I know. I g o t stuck last tim e. I learned my lesson,"

"Well, I’d also like to  thank you fo r making your 
reservation so promptly. I see, by my records, you 
called the day you received the flyer. That way you 
didn’t  fo rget and we can have a "count" fo r the host. 
I can’t  tell you how many people w ait till a fter the  
deadline date to  make their reservation. Seems so 
inconsiderate to  me, to  everyone involved: the host, 
the club and the com m ittee in charge. It also isn’t  
too easy updating tha t list.”

"Well, you know. I d o n 't th ink the guys give it tha t much 
thought,,.un til it's to o  late. They get busy.,.you know."

"I understand, it just doesn't take much tim e to be 
considerate.”

"Guess l be tte r go."

"Sorry fo r bending your ear. Just one of my pet 
peeves, l guess.”

"Thanks, Kate."

"Anytime, Pete.”

Michigan's 
Largest Rental Fleet
C R C  wants your business

/

A L / s r

D A ILY  • W E E K L Y  • M O N T H LY
After-hours Pager & Message Center: 1-800-AIS-NITE

M on -T h u r 6am -10pm  
Fri 6am -6pm , Sat 8am -4pm

G R A N D  RAPIDS LANSING
(6 1 6 ) 53 8 -2 4 0 0 (5 17 ) 32 1 -8 0 0 0

DETROIT R IC H M O N D
(8 1 0 )4 3 7 -8 1 2 1 (8 10 ) 72 7 -7 5 0 2

TRAVERSE CITY SA G IN A W
(6 1 6 )2 6 7 -5 0 6 0 (5 17 ) 7 7 7 -0 0 9 0

#1 in Customer Service 
Because

W E TRY HAR DER !

Creeping Bentgrass
It's outperforming 
some well-known 

competition with its 
dense, upright growth 
and attractive color!

J
■ Putting Green 
Quality

■ For Use On 
Greens, Tees or 
Fairways

■ A Rutgers 
University Release

To learn more contact: 

Lofts Seed Inc.
lofts* Bound Brook, NJ

(301)595-1970 
(800) 472-7701
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4 REASONS TO CALL 
CENTURY RAIN AID...

KNOWLEDGE TO SOLVE YOUR PROBLEMS -
With over 30 years of experience in solf irrigation, w e have the 
answers to the problems you’ll face in the field. W e’re not "the 
new guys” trying to sell you something. We want to  help you.

INVENTORY FOR ANY IRRIGATION 
SITUATION YOU FACE -

With over 36 locations to ship from, Century has the parts you 
need NOW. Plus, w e know how they work and how they’re 
put together.

PUMP HOUSE AND CONTROL SYSTEM 
KNOWLEDGE & APPLICATION -

We approach your problems with solutions that benefit you .... 
not the desires of some manufacturing engineer that doesn’t 
know the difference between a fairway & a rough. We’ll design 
solutions that are in your best interest, in terms of both price 
and practicality.

PEOPLE THAT KNOW YOUR BUSINESS -
W e’ve got the people who know your business. W e’ll develop  
creative solutions to  solve your problems.

Century Rain Aid

C A L L  T O L L  F R E E ;  1 - 8 0 0 - 3 4 7 - 4 2 7 2
Eastern Michigan

MADISON HEIGHTS*
31691 Dequindre

(810) 588-2990 • Fax (810) 588-3528

Western Michigan

GRAND RAPIDS
4620 40th St. S.E.

(616) 954-0660 • Fax (616) 954-0664

ANN ARBOR
2161 S. Industrial Hwy. 

(313) 668-1020 
Fax (313) 668-7143

COMMERCE
1855 Nicolas Ct. 
(810) 960-1882 

Fax (810) 960-4163

LIVONIA
12780 Currie Ct. 
(313)462-4050  

Fax (313) 462-6302

SOUTHFIELD
22169 Telegraph 
(810) 358-2994 

Fax (810) 358-1022

WASHINGTON
57695 Van Dyke 
(810) 781-3600 

Fax (810) 781-7125

Plus over 30 additional locations to serve you!
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Superintendents 
A re Becoming 

Computer Literate
by Mike Plague

It can cause more anxiety than a stretch o f hot, 
humid August days and nights. But a growing num ber 
o f superintendents are tackling the  challenge o f 
becoming "com puter literate" and reaping the  rewards.

"I th ink everyone should have a computer," says 
Kevin Dushane o f Bloomfield Hills Country Club. "It's a 
great m anagem ent too l if used correctly," echoes Jim 
Timmerman o f Orchard Lake Country Club. Personal 
com puters still were relatively new and expensive when 
Dushane, Timmerman and a handful o f o ther Border 
Cities superintendents firs t started using them  in the ir 
offices some e ight years ago.

But the  grow th o f com puter-contro lled irrigation 
systems and the continued drop in the  price o f com ­
puter equipm ent has spurred a dramatic increase in 
the  num ber o f superintendents now using computers.

"For n o t being a com puter buff, I was surprised 
how much I had started to  depend on it," says Steve 
Kolongowski, who gave up his com puter when he 
moved fro m  Washtenaw Country Club to  The Captain's 
Club last season.

"If you d o n 't use the  computer, you can't maintain 
efficiency w ith in  your operation," says Jerry Faubel, 
Saginaw Country Club superintendent. Faubel has 
autom ated nearly every aspect o f his organization in 
the  seven years since he has been using a computer. In 
addition to  the  m ost com m on applications, such as 
budgeting and inventory tracking, Faubel has im ple­
mented more advanced uses, including:

• Computer-aided design (CAD) drawings o f the 
entire course, including drainage and irrigation layouts

• An electronic tim e clock system which records 
employee hours and computes payroll in form ation as 
employees punch in and o u t w ith credit card ID 
badges.

"The value o f the  com puter becomes greater as 
more in form ation is gathered," Faubel explains.

Quick access to  in form ation is o ften  cited by 
superintendents as the  greatest benefit o f com puteri­
zation. "It's a big filing system fo r  me," says John 
Nowakowski o f Great Oaks Country Club, a com puter 
novice until three years ago. "If l want certain in form a­
tion, I can find  it righ t away w ithou t searching th rough 
file  cabinets."

When it comes to  com m unicating inform ation, the 
spell checking, gramm ar checking and desktop pub­
lishing capabilities o f software programs can be invalu­
able. "I th ink it (computer) gives me a be tte r profes­
sional image w ith my superiors," says Mike Jones o f

Continued on page 11

TheProfetsl£°“rse
Guide

!ssionar.<
to

J 8®
Specifically 
for Golf Courses
What turfgrasses would work best on your golf course? 
The right choice now can make a big difference later.
The Golf Course Professional's Guide to Turfgrass 
Selection will help you decide.
The free Guide is a quick, easy reference arranged by 
geographical areas. It suggests turfgrass species, and 
lists the varieties and seeding rates best suited to your 
locale. A separate section on southern winter overseeding 
details new trends, listing the advantages and drawbacks 
of various species. This guide is a "must" for new course 
construction and for renovation projects.
Get your free copy today!

L O F T S

Lofts Seed Inc.
Bound Brook, NJ (301) 595-1970 • (800) 472-7701

F F - I I  is your first line 
defense against winter diseases

In university testing Scotts 
FF-II has consistently out­
performed all other PCNB 
products. In one convenient 
application, FF-II controls pink 
and gray snowmold, cool 
season brown patch, leaf spot, 
dollar spot, stripe smut and rust while providing 
a dormant feeding of 14-3-3 fertilizer for early 
spring green-up.

Ask your ProTurf® Tech Rep for details.
JOHN SKAIFE Senior Technical Representative 

The O.M. Scott & Sons Company 
P ro fess io na l B us in e ss  G rou p  
9 1 2 0  S an d iso n  D rive  
W hite Lake, Ml 48386 
Tel (810) 698-2358

or 1-800-543-0006 today.

A Patch of Green • 9 • March/April 1995



R etain in g  W a l l s  by

L f f l l L D C K

The Retaining Wall Systems with 
Unduplicated Style and Beauty

Discover the unique style, versatility 
and beauty o f Unilock® retaining 
wall systems.
Exclusively manufactured by Unilock® 
Pisa Stone, Pisa II and Slope Block 
M ark IV. They add beauty and 
provide long lasting durability in a 
way other retaining wall materials 
could never duplicate.
Use Unilock® retaining wall systems 
to create curved walls, straight walls, 
90° corners, planters and steps. The 
applications are virtually unlimited. 
Unilock® also manufacturers a 

complete line o f concrete paving 
stones and curbs.

W rite or call today for complete information, 
samples and specifications.

U N ILO CIC  M ICHIGAN, INC.
12591 Emerson Drive • Brighton, Ml 48116

1 - 800 - 336-4056
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Superintendents Are Becoming Computer Literate (Continued from page 9)

Lochmoor Country Club, who uses his com puter to  gener­
ate reports and budgets.

Autom ating chemical application and inventory records 
is almost a necessity to  keep up w ith the  paperwork creat­
ed by today's regulatory environm ent. Nobody knows tha t 
be tte r than Frank Bartlett, superintendent at Selfridge ANG 
Base. As a federal employee, Bartlett says he has had "at 
least e ight major inspections" in the  three years since he 
com puterized his chemical record keeping. Bartlett says 
the  com puter has "kept him on top  o f compliance" and 
th a t the  inspectors have been "totally amazed by the 
records th a t I have in my system."

Recording in form ation in to  the  com puter system is 
the  critical starting point, and o ften  the  m ost challenging 
aspect o f com puter use fo r  a superintendent. "You have to  
keep up w ith  the  input o f your data. If you don't, you can't 
analyze and use it," cautions Jim Timmerman.

To ensure th a t he doesn't "lose touch w ith employees 
or what's going on w ith  the  go lf course," John 
Nowakowski uses a part-tim e secretary fo r  data entry.
Other superintendents, like Mike Jones, use the  off-season 
to  catch up on recording inform ation. "As a superinten­
dent, you need to  be o u t on the  course and no t behind a 
desk," Jones says in agreement.

When it comes to  weather forecasting, however, some 
superintendents have found  th a t looking at a com puter 
screen can be even more effective than being outdoors on 
the  go lf course.

"I've always fe lt  tha t the  less water the better, so I'm 
always tinkering w ith my irrigation programs," says Tom 
Cray o f Franklin Hills Country Club, explaining how he uses 
the  com puter to  closely m on ito r weather and his irrigation 
system. Armed w ith in form ation tha t he receives via 
modem fro m  an on-line weather service, Gray says he can 
make be tte r irrigation and fertiliza tion decisions.

"I've go tten  as close as five m inutes to  predicting 
when a rainstorm is going to  h it the  course," he says.
Cray's proficiency w ith the  on-line weather system has 
given him a certain notorie ty at his club. He frequently  
receives phone calls fro m  the pro shop when weather 
threatens an outing or tournam ent.

And some members have been so impressed w ith 
Cray's forecasting ability th a t they've asked him fo r  weath­
er predictions before making vacation plans, sometimes as 
much as six m onths in advance, he says, laughing.

Although national on-line weather services charge an 
access fee, Dan Tobiczyk o f Marysville Coif Club found  a 
weather in form ation source tha t doesn't cost any more 
than a local phone call. Tobiczyk uses his modem to  dial 
in to a local a irport fo r  weather in form ation, an idea he go t 
fro m  a com m unity newspaper. A lthough the a irport 
weather has few er graphics and more p ilo t jargon than the 
national services, Tobiczyk believes the local source can be 
more accurate.

Inform ation accuracy also is im portant when it comes to  
equipm ent records. Jim King, mechanic at Great Oaks 
Country Club, started autom ating all the  equipm ent main­
tenance records at his course three years ago. "I d on 't have

Continued on page 12

Sentinel Fungicide 
LO N GEST CO N TRO L 
BEST PERFORMANCE 

LOW EST RATES

No surprises . A lot of fungi­
cides promise that, but 
Sentinel delivers. T hat’s 
because Sentinel is three 
ways better than the fungi­
cide you’re using now. First, 
Sentinel is the best broad 
spectrum preventive fungi­
cide available with excellent 
control of brown patch, dol­
lar spot, summer patch, and 
11 other major diseases. 
Second, Sentinel’s superior 
control lasts much longer 
than other fungicides - keep­
ing you way ahead of the 
problem. And third, 
Sentinel’s rates are the lowest 
of any fungicide - a big plus 
for you and the environment. 
Sentinel Turf Fungicide. The 
most effective way to keep 
your course free from damag­
ing turf disease and your 
mind at ease.

Contact Your Turf 
Professional A t ... 

B enham  C h em ica l C orp . 
24800  N orth  Indu stria l Dr. 
Farm in g to n  H ills , Ml 48335

1 -81 0-47 4 -7 4 7 4  
Fax 8 1 0 -474 -3228  

in Ml 1 -8 0 0 -482 -6520
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Superintendents Are Becoming Computer Literate (continued from page 11)

to  worry about fo rge tting  anything," King says. "All our 
equipm ent and the ir preventive maintenance schedules are 
loaded into the  computer."

In addition to  keeping on to p  o f routine maintenance 
and having bette r control o f his parts inventory, King knows 
exactly how much it costs to  keep each piece o f equipm ent 
running smoothly. This in form ation is crucial fo r  making 
decisions about equipm ent replacement.

Many novice com puter users, like King, found  the learn­
ing experience not as frigh ten ing  as they initially expected. 
"Don't be afraid, d on 't let it intim idate you," Kevin Dushane 
advises new users.

That advice can ring hollow, though, to  a firs t-tim e  com ­
puter buyer who m ust contend w ith confusing "techno-ter­
m inology" and an overwhelm ing num ber o f product and 
feature choices. Dan Toboczyk offers this simple advice: "Get 
the m ost capacity you can afford because you'll eventually 
use it."

A lthough the Windows environm ent makes today's 
com puter software programs easier to  learn and use, some 
superintendents still believe there's nothing like personal 
assistance. "If you get one, have someone who knows com ­
puters sit down and work w ith you to  get started," recom ­
mends John Cooney, superintendent at Gowanie.

So, you've found  the hardware and software that's per­
fe c t fo r  you and you've finally gotten productive using it. 
Now it's tim e to  kick back, relax and enjoy all th a t spare tim e, 
right? Wrong, says Tom Gray.

Gray views his com puter ju s t like any o ther piece o f 
equipm ent tha t is used to  help run the course— strive fo r  
e ffic ient usage, upgrade when necessary and budget fo r  
replacement.

"The com puter industry is moving so fast, you can't be 
afraid to  upgrade, and d o n 't ever th ink th a t what you have 
is good enough."

How Superintendents are using Computers
• ir r ig a tio n  System P rogram m ing
• Personne l Records
• W riting  M em os and  Reports
• E q u ip m e n t In ve n to ry
• Chem ical In ve n to ry
• Parts in v e n to ry
• E q u ip m e n t M a in tenance  Schedu ling
• w e a th e r Records
• On-Line W eather in fo rm a tio n  Services
•  B u dg e tin g  & Purchase o rd e r Tracking
• CAD
• Chem ical A p p lica tio n  Records
•  MSU Turfgrass in fo rm a tio n  File (TCIF)
•  E m ployee S chedu ling  & Task Lists
•  Daily D iary
• E lectron ic  Time & A tten d a nce  (Time Clock)
• P ro jec t Schedu ling
• Sending & Receiving Fax Transmissions
• E lec tron ic  MSDS a nd  P ro d u c t Labels

DNR TO 
ABANDON 

GOOSE ROUND-UP
by Tim Dorner, CCCS

A fter more than 20 years o f capturing and relocating 
nuisance Canada geese, the  State o f Michigan has decided 
to  cancel the  "goose round-up program" due to  the  lack o f 
areas in which to  release the  birds. The state also is pu tting  
an end to  the  egg shaking program th a t started last year.
In this program, the  state allowed residents, associations, 
go lf courses and park officials at various locations th ro u g h ­
ou t southeast Michigan to  shake the eggs, killing the  
embryo and keeping the  eggs fro m  hatching. It m et w ith 
much resistance fro m  sportsmen's groups who argued 
tha t it allowed private individuals to  decide what happens 
to  a state resource.

What are the  alternatives fo r  contro lling the  goose 
population? According to  Julie Parsons, a w ild life  biologist 
w ith the  DNR, "Where hunting can safely occur, th is is by 
fa r the  best m ethod to  contro l nuisance geese popula­
tions. If you cannot hun t the  birds, then the  only o ther 
options le ft are harassment and repellents."

Several area superintendents have been using dogs to  
chase the geese away, bu t this m ethod is only effective if 
you are very persistent. Quite o ften , the  geese become 
used to  the  dog because they see it no t as a threat, bu t 
only as an inconvenience. You may chase them  away in the 
morning and they come back later th a t day.

Some o f the  o ther harassment techniques include 
stringing a wire about 12 to  18 inches high around your 
pond. Geese like easy access to  and fro m  the water and 
having the wire there makes them  nervous. Letting the 
vegetation grow up around your pond can serve the  same 
purpose as the  wire.

Frightening devices have been used in some areas w ith 
good results. These include various "cracker shells" th a t can 
be shot o u t o f a firearm . Cracker shells usually shoot a p ro ­
jectile over the flock, exploding and making a loud bang 
w ith no harm to  the  geese. Another scare device is an L.P. 
gas cannon th a t produces a loud thunderclap and works 
on a timer. A lthough these types o f scare devices are used 
quite frequently  in agricultural situations, m ost go lf cours­
es find  this m ethod less appealing due to  city and to w n ­
ship ordinances and the ir proxim ity to  housing develop­
m ent— not to  m ention the  fac t th a t m ost golfers expect 
to  find  a little  peace and qu ie t when they are on the 
course. Before using any o f these scare devices, you 
should notify  the  DNR and get a perm it to  harass. Also 
check local ordinances to  be sure such devices are legal in 
your area.

Currently, there are a few  companies m anufacturing a 
methyl anthranilate-based product fo r  use as a goose 
repellent. Methyl anthranilate is a naturally occurring com ­
pound found  in concord grapes. The geese find  its taste 
extremely offensive and leave in search o f greener and 
tastier pastures. Because this product was approved jus t

A Patch of Green • 12 • March/April 1995



last year, few  people have tried it 
yet. Parsons says tha t the  DNR will 
be testing th is chemical, and she is 
trying to  get o ther superintendents 
and park managers to  try  it as well.

Parsons admits th a t it is a p rob­
lem tha t is no t going to  go away 
easily. "Golf courses o ffe r all the 
essentials fo r  the  survival o f these 
geese: food , water, cover and nest­
ing habitat to  raise the ir young. We 
also know th a t geese tend to  nest 
in areas where they learn to  fledge; 
therefore, the ir numbers are 
increasing geometrically, especially 
in urban areas."

In m ost cases, the  harassment 
techniques ju s t mask the problem. 
The flocks are ju s t being pushed 
fro m  place to  place as they con tin ­
ue to  reproduce. The real problem 
tha t we face is overpopulation o f 
the  species. The only way to  get 
results is to  lobby the  DNR and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to  
come up w ith a solution to  this 
problem.

if you have comm ents, con­
cerns or ideas about nuisance 
geese, please p u t them  in w riting 
and d irect them  to: Mr. George 
Burgoyne, Chief MDNR-Wildlife 
Division, Box 30444, Lansing, Ml 
48909.

Membership
Meeting

Superintendent Rick Murphy, 
Bay Pointe Golf Club, hosted 
January's membership meeting. 
Daniel Donohue and an associate, 
representing Detroit Financial 
Group, gave the  presentation on 
personal money management, 
which focused on savings and

retirem ent, insurance and personal estate planning. They emphasized tha t 
the  earlier you start, the more benefits and rewards you can accrue, so it 
is wise to  let tim e be your ally, no t your enemy. A financial analysis o f your 
money management strategies only will benefit you in the future.

According to  the  presenters, a good defin ition o f estate planning is: "I 
want to  contro l my property while I'm alive, take care o f myself and my 
loved ones if I become disabled, and when I die give what I have to  whom  
I want, the way I want and when I want and, if I can, save every last tax 
dollar, professional fee and court cost possible."

Any questions can be directed to: Daniel Donohue, Detroit Financial 
Group, (810) 353-5600.

Bay Pointe personnel, as usual, were excellent hosts.
Note: Rick Murphy's story on his above-ground storage tank was featured 
in Golf Course Management, January 1995.

Illllllllllllllllll I N C O R P O R A T E D
TURF AND IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT

Y O U R  C O M P L E T E  P U M P  ST A T IO N  
S E R V IC E  C E N T E R

* SALES - SERVICE - DIAGNOSTICS *

* FEATURING SYNCROFLO SKID MOUNTED PUMP STATIONS 
* DATA INDUSTRIAL METERS &. SENSORS * CLA-VAL PRODUCTS 

* CALL US FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SPRING SERVICE PROGRAM *

* BRIGHTON 810-220-2040*
* GRANDVILLE 616-5322885*
* KALKASKA 616-3693482 *
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We've added another 
yard to our passes
Introducing the John Deere 1800 Sprayer

The John Deere 1800 

Utility Vehicle covers a lot of new 

ground. Not only with its 3-foot 

wider swath, but with operation, 

production and durability advan­

tages that leave others in its wake.

A 200-gallon tank and 21-foot 

boom allow you to cover more 

ground in less time. Plus, once 

at work, omnijet tank agitation 

and minimal-drift Raindrop 

nozzles deliver your material 

more precisely.

Hydrostatic drive gives you 

more consistent speed control 

and more uniform applications. 

Teamed with the 1800’s liquid- 

cooled 18-hp engine, you get 

infinite speed choices up to 

6 mph in the working range,

A single lever hydrostatically controls 

the 1800’s direction and speed.

11 mph in transport.

Consider other standard 

advantages like a 2-person 

bench seat, power steering, wide 

stance and simple service access 

and you’ll see that the 1800 is 

like no other utility vehicle 

you’ve seen before.

NOTHING RUNS 
LIKE A DEERE®

( F I

Thesier Equipment Company
800- 870-9791

28342 Pontiac Trail 
South Lyon, Ml 48178



More than 17 scholarships and awards were 
presented at the MTF conference. The MTF's 
Norm Kramer Award was given to Marc 
McMullen, son of Fritz McMullen of Forest Lake 
Country Club. Congratulations to the McMullen 
family for their hard work and continued con­
tribution to our associations.

The MBCGCSA Award winners were Michael 
Mulkey, four-year winner, and James Simmons, 
two-year winner. Michael has worked at West 
Branch Country Club for the last three years, 
and has been treasurer of the Turfgrass Science 
Club and secretary of Brody Flail government. 
Fie will graduate in December 1995.

James Simmons interned with Tom Cray, 
Franklin Hills Country Club, and will graduate in 
March 1995. Fie holds a CPA of 5.77 (and also 
was MSU Turf Club pool champion)! The impor­
tance Jim places on professionalism is a great 
start toward his future goals.

Awards chairman Dave Picot had help from 
the following interviewers: Brian Lens, Mark 
McKinley, Dave Montgomery, Doug Palm and 
John Nowakowski.

Four-year aw ard  w in n e r M ichae l M u lkey  (R.) 
w ith  Dave Picot, awards chairm an.

Two-year aw ard  w in n e r J im  S im m ons (R) 
w ith  Dave P ic o t

Irrigation
Reporting

Form
Simplified

In December, the Department o f Natural 
Resources notified superintendents o f 
Michigan's Water Use Reporting Program and 
provided a 1994 irrigation reporting fo rm .

Thanks to  the e fforts o f Greg Lyman and 
representatives o f Michigan's go lf course asso­
ciations, th a t fo rm  now is being simplified.

You may either subm it the  original fo rm  or 
wait fo r the new one to  be issued.
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TOP DRESS 18 HOLES IN HOURS

DUMP TRAILER

TERRA TOPPER
Spreads from 10 feet to 35 feet as light as an airbrush or as heavy as thick 
morning dew.
• Dual Spinners allow left, right or full pattern material distribution
• Control speed of spinner to speed you require
• Approxim ately 3 /4  yard hopper extensions up to 1.5 yard
• Two 24  x 13 x 12 Tires
• 8 HP Electric Start Briggs & Stratton Engine
• W eight 870  pounds

• 3 Ton Hi Lift Specifications
• Dump Hydraulics
• Scissors Hydraulics
• Any Height from 2 9 ” to 8 6 ” from Ground
• Door and Chute

CALL TODAY FOR FREE
PERSONAL VIDEO DEMONSTRATION

(Horranprctal 'S u r f  E q u ip m e n t
John L. Kirtland

149 N. Perry, Pontiac, M ichigan 48342  
(810) 858-7700  Fax (810) 338-0429



THE MICHIGAN TURF FOUNDATION 
CONFERENCE - ONE MEMBER'S VIEW

I've ju s t returned fro m  the  65th 
Michigan Turf Foundation 
Conference and th o u g h t I would 
h ighlight some things tha t 
impressed me. These are only my 
opinions and impressions, which 
may vary fro m  yours. Here they are 
in random order:
The Weather - With the  exception 
o f some fog, it was perfect. It was 
nice to  attend the  conference and 
no t worry about plowing snow. I 
rem em ber last year's 26 below te m ­
perature w ith heavy snow cover. At 
least this year Mother Nature held 
o ff until the  conference was over. 
Hopefully, this recent snow cover 
will p ro tect our unfrozen tu r f  fro m  
the sudden tem perature drops 
associated w ith  the  much-feared 
d irect low tem perature kill—a fre ­
quently discussed top ic at this 
year's conference.

Dr. Beard's Presentation - Once 
again Dr. Beard did an excellent jo b  
teaching us about plant nu trition  in 
regard to  stress tolerance. Not to  
take away fro m  the o the r schools, I 
noticed th a t this was the  best 
attended basic school, as many 
superintendents enjoy learning 
fro m  one o f the  pioneers in the 
industry. I th ink Dr. Beard surprised 
us all w ith his slide presentation at 
the  annual awards luncheon. I came 
away fro m  it w ith a much greater 
understanding and appreciation o f 
the  early pioneers o f the  MSU 
Turfgrass Management program.

The Jack Frost Session - Believe 
it o r not, this was a well-attended 
session. Once again it shows the 
dedication th a t superintendents 
have to  achieving perfect go lf 
course conditions. It shows tha t the 
leaders in this business will do what 
it takes to  ge t the  in form ation they 
need to  succeed— even if they lose 
a little sleep on the  way. I g o t a lo t 
o f good in form ation fro m  this ses­
sion, as did many o f the o ther

by John Shreve

attendees, I'm sure. We need to  give credit to  the speakers, Greg Lyman, 
Scott Warnke, Mark Collins, Kevin Dushane and Ronald Calhoun, fo r  sharing 
the ir tim e w ith us.

The Annual Awards Luncheon - 1 was unsure how Dr. Beard's talk would 
compare to  the long-standing tradition o f motivational speakers o f the 
past, but, as m entioned earlier, he surprised us all w ith his excellent slide 
presentation on the history o f the  Turfgrass Program at MSU. Even if you 
d o n 't normally attend this event, you may want to  consider it fo r  next 
year. It's always entertaining, usually motivational and, this year, even rele­
vant to  our profession and industry. Congratulations to  Dr. Beard and all 
the  people who were responsible fo r  planning this luncheon.

All the  Participation o f Superintendents - We should all tip  our hats to  
Kevin Dushane, Dan Quast, Kathy Antaya, Mark Jackson, Clem W olfram, 
Dave Bolyard, Jerry Cyr and Kurt Thummel fo r sharing the ir stories with us. 
Thanks to  these fine folks we now have a bette r understanding o f to p ­
dressing and aerification, environmental impacts and benefits o f go lf 
courses, w inter injury and use o f protective covers, greens construction

Continued on page 18
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The Michigan Turf Foundation Conference (continued from page 17)

Ne\y Gandy Detuatcher/S e it  S eed er

Makes
Grass
Faster.

Our 48”-wide unit creates separate slits 
on 2” centers. Seed is accurately placed 
with excellent seed-tosoil contact. Pre- 
cise metering assures even seed distribu' 
tion. You get faster, thicker turf growth.

This rugged, tractonoperated unit 
needs as little as 18 HP. It features a 
poly-chain belt drive for quieter opera- 
tion. Pneumatic tires won’t mar turf, 
like skids on other units do.

Can be ordered as dethatcher only. 
Gang rollers are optional. Call now to 
order this revolution in renovation.

S U P P L Y  CO M PAN Y

12137 3 1/2 MILE ROAD  
BATTLE CREEK, Ml 

49017-8348

PHO NE (616) 979-1151 
FAX (616) 979-1615

and the urgency o f supporting and using our own turfgrass inform ation 
file  at MSU. It's interesting th a t Dan Q uastfrom  Illinois was the  one telling 
us th a t we better support our own library before we lost contro l o f the 
ability to  access all this great in form ation already at our fingertips. The 
num ber to  call to  get on line w ith the  Turfgrass Foundation is (800) 446- 
TURF.

These are ju s t a few  highlights; there are so many more th a t I haven't 
mentioned. If nothing else, the conference allows us the  chance to  renew 
old friendships, meet new people and share in form ation and ideas to  
improve our respective courses and jobs.

Dr. James Beard gave th e  
lu n c h e o n  ta lk  o n  "The  
H is to ry  a n d  F u tu re  o f  
Turfgrass M a n a g e m e n t, " 
w h ich  re cogn ized  n u m e r­
ous p e o p le  w hose ro o ts  are  
w ith  MSU a n d  n o w  are  
m a jo r c o n tr ib u to rs  to  th e  
industry.

MBCCCSA P re s id e n t Jay D e lcam p  
(m idd le ) p resen ts  sym bo lic  check o f  
$27,000, raised a t  o u r  Big Event, to  
MTF P res iden t John  M adde rn  (U and  
MSU P re s id e n t P e te r M cPherson. 
The m o n e y  w ill go  to  th e  
E n d o w m e n t Fund and  fo r  research  
grants.

M ich igan  S ta te  U n ive rs ity  
P re s id e n t P e te r
M cP herson  w e lco m e d  
lu n c h e o n  guests. He 
em phasized th a t th e  u n i­
vers ity  has been success­
fu l in  ke e p in g  an MSU 
e d uca tio n  a ffo rdab le .

S u p e rin te n d e n t J e ff  Akers (m idd le), 
re p re se n tin g  Links o f  P in e w o od 's  
o w n e r  E rn ie  Fuller, p re s e n te d  
$5,500 fro m  th e  in v ita t io n a l Event, 
h e ld  in  October. W ith  Akers are (L.) 
Jo n  M a d d e rn  a n d  (R) P re s id e n t  
McPherson.
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The es teem ed  pro fessors o f  MSU, w hose ha rd  w o rk  
is re fle c te d  b y  th e  re co g n itio n  o f  MSU as a leader in  
th e  tu r f  grass in d u s try  (L to  Dr. James Crum, Dr.
David Cilstrap, Dr. Paul Rieke, Dr. Trey Rogers, Dr. Joe  
Vargas Jr. a nd  Dr. Bruce Branham .

MTF's 1995 Board o f  D irectors to  R.):
S teve  M urphy, Tyrone H ills C o if Course; B ruce  
M atthew s, Design 3; P res iden t Jon  M addern, Elk 
R idge c o i f  Course; H arry S chuem ann, P o in te  
O'W oods; J im  B rockiehurst, J&B C onsultants; K athy  
H ilbert, A m tu r f  Seeds; Past P res iden t J im  Bogart, 
Turfgrass Inc.; J im  T im m erm an, O rchard  Lake 
C o u n try  Club; Tom Cray, Franklin  Hills C o u n try  Club; 
Tom Sm ith , Grass Roots; Doug Johanningsm eier, 
Turfgrass Inc.; Bary Bartsch, H u ro n -C lin ton  M e tro  
Parks; E xe cu tive  D ire c to r  G ordon  LaFonta ine, 
P in e v ie w  H igh lands C o if Course.

DAVEY OFFERS 
EVERY TREE CARE 
SERVICE YOU’LL 

EVER NEED.
You know that mature trees 
add challenge as well as 
beauty. You also know ma­
ture trees are impossible to 
replace. Davey knows how 
to help protect these valu­
able assets from decline, 
lightning, storm damage, 
insects and disease.

Davey professionals will 
inventory your trees, evaluate 
the condition of each one, 
and give you a report 
prioritizing treatments. Over 
time, expert care from Davey 
will actually reduce your tree 
maintenance costs.

Keep your most valuable 
assets standing tall with the 
leader in tree care since 1880. 
Call Davey today at (810) 
689-2200 (in Troy) or (313) 
459-8690 (in Canton Twp.)

DAVEY"
TREE AND LAWN BEAUTY
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TURFGRASS SPECIALISTS

FREE NEXT DAY DELIVERY

BRIGHTON (800) 482-3130 FAX: (810) 632-5840 

BRADLEY (800) 632-1998 FAX: (616) 7924)700



TO

-th e  past th ree  
years, we have been naturaliz­
ing areas to  enhance the  envi­
ro n m e n t and reduce the  
am oun t o f m aintenance at 
Rouge Park Golf Course. (Rouge 
Park Golf Course is owned by 
and located in th e  city o f 
Detroit. It has been operated by 
American Golf Corporation fo r  
the  past fo u r years.) The suc­
cess o f th is project is mainly 
due to  the  establishment o f 
w ildflowers in multiple natural 
areas.

Establishment o f w ild flow ­
ers, contrary to  the  popular 
be lie f th a t they are easily 
g row n, requires a lm ost as 
much care as producing quality 
tu rf. The reward fo r  a properly 
established p lo t, however, 
greatly outw eighs the  e ffo r t 
th a t m ust be pu t into it.

•STABLISH WILDFL
by Steve Sump, Superintendent-Rouge

price fro m  $10 to  $250 per pound, w ith rates ranging between five and 10 
pounds per acre.
3. I use a 1:4 ratio o f native perennial wildflowers and Midwestern w ildflower 
m ixture at approximately e ight pounds per acre. The Midwestern m ixture has 
about 60 % annual w ild flower seed. You need to  have a good portion o f annu­
als or your p lo t will no t flow er the  firs t year.

Continued on page 23
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KLEIN FERTILZERS, INC.

320 Garden Lane 
Fowlerville, Ml 48836

"peitilyen-Sfiecoxli&to 'ty& vta,
I

The “Natural” Organic Fertilzer Choice 
for Turf and Ornamentals.

NUTRIGANICS"
H  Professional use granular weed and feed 
grades for lawn maintenance.

Site Selections
1. To begin a w ildflow er area, 
you m ust carefully select your 
site. As w ith turfgrass, good 
drainage is very im portan t. 
Poorly drained or compacted 
soils will produce unsatisfactory 
results.
2. W ildflowers generally require 
at least e ight hours o f d irect 
sunlight per day. Shade mixes 
are available fo r  areas w ith poor 
sunlight.
3. It m ust be possible to  supply 
irrigation at the  site if neces­
sary.

1C Professional use specialty and slow release 
grades for golf courses, lawn maintenance and 
nurseries.

K  Golf Club Green Brand: superior quality 
retail lawn fertilizers.

#  Kleins special hydroseed fertilizers are far 
less abrasive on equipment.

1C Custom Formulation for special needs, soil 
test recommendations and bids.

W ildflower Seed Selection
1) Consult w ith your w ild flow er 
seed experts before selecting 
seed fo r  your areas. They will 
help you determ ine what m ix­
tu re  is best fo r  your hardiness 
zone and geographic area. You 
also can select native species 
fo r  your area.
2 . 1 recomm end measuring the 
area before you seed. Various 
m ixtures and species range in

1C Private label packaging for retailers.

7&ifote&cile“P tic e a , • " p eu it “D elio w u f,
A a n y e <vz S n u ill 0 n d e i4

Phone Toll Free In Michigan
1 (800) 6 4 2 -3 1 7 2

or (517) 223-9148

X XX XX X X X X X X X X X X X *
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4 Project Evaluation
4 Full Scope Irrigation Plans with 

Bid & Contract Documents
4 Cost Estimates
4 Competitive Bidding for 

Contractors & Suppliers
4 Field Staking & Observation

C. ]. COLEId <3 ASSOCIATES, IHC.
IRRIGATION DESIGN CONSULTANTS 

817 Main Street 
Rochester, Ml 48307 

(810) 656-6805

M .T .F .

THE GRASS IS 
ALWAYS GREENER
...TO PD RESSIN G  W ITH TD S-2150 SAND
■ Consistent Quality

■ Lab Reports with Every Shipment
Michigan's Largest Topdressing 
Sand Supplier

Give Us a Call for 
More Information

— P

P.0. Box 290 
Grand Haven, Michigan 49417 

Contact: Roy Hanson (616) 842-5180

- STANDAM)
S a n D

C O R P O R A T I O N
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How to Establish Wildflowers (cont. from pg. 21)
4. The w ildflower seed then is blend­
ed w ith nonaggressive Sheep and 
hard fescue. I recom m end th is 
because it aids in spreading the  w ild­
flow er seed un iform ly and helps to  
achieve a m ore m eadow-like 
appearance. Do n o t use an aggres­
sive fille r such as ryegrass!

Soil Preparations
1. The area should be void o f as 
many weeds and com petitive grass­
es as possible. I prefer to  apply a 
Clyphosate product to  the  site as 
soon as the  grass is actively growing. 
(A soil fum igan t may be used as well 
to  preven t crabgrass and o the r 
weeds fro m  germ inating later.)
2. A fter the  Clyphosate has taken 
effect, cultivate the  area to  a depth 
o f one inch or less. The deeper you 
cultivate, the  greater the chance o f 
dorm ant weed seed being surfaced. 
(I aerify the  soil w ith a fairway aera­
to r  several times.) Allow the soil to  
dry fo r  a couple o f days. As w ith 
turfgrass, soil to  seed contact is a 
m ust fo r  successful establishment 
o f wildflowers.

Planting of Your Wildflowers
1. When I plant wildflowers, I pu t in 
the  exact am ount o f seed m ixture 
to  do a specific area. Open the hop­
per ju s t enough to  allow a very light 
flow  o f seed. Seed over the  p lo t sev­
eral tim es until the  seed in the  hop­
per is gone.
2. W ildflower seed should not be 
planted any deeper than 1/16 inch 
deep.
3. With the  seed dispersed, I then 
roll the  area one tim e to  press any 
remaining seed into the  soil.

When to  Plant
1. In southeast Michigan, you gener­
ally can sow wildflowers fro m  April 
th rough June. I prefer to  wait until 
the re  is no chance o f seedlings 
being damaged by fro s t or freezing. 
(I d o n 't know how fro s t will affect 
w ild flow er fo r  sure.)
2. The earlier you seed, chances are 
greater th a t the  soil may be saturat­
ed or to o  w et fo r  good cultivation.

The last tw o  years, l planted in the  second week o f May, w ith excellent 
results.

Germination Period
1. The key to  success to  many w ildflower plots is irrigation. As w ith tu rf, you 
cannot allow the seedbed to  dry out. During dry weather, I irrigate the p lot 
every o ther day until the plants were 2-3" tall. A fter that, the plants main­
tain very well on the ir own.
2. Germination occurs in 2-4 weeks. Most wildflowers appear as small round 
leaf dicots. They may look like com m on weeds, bu t they are m ost likely w ild­
flowers. (Look along the  slits fro m  the seeder.)

Continued on page 26
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SPARTAN DISTRIBUTORS * TORQ^^^^MIGA'flON^ GOLF* 

COMMRlSMgT^^MTiAL^SPORTS FIELPS»PARKSî n ^ ^ 3 B M ff i!S y & ^ NS*PyMre*

IMMElSlRAOORS*m I
OMMERCIAL 
SAND

IICEE* BLOWERS®
lwers®MFAINS® >RO OR5 nrAiNS® TURF* 

VOLTAGE CAL LISTS >LF®CITIES*

ACTORS*
ERS*SAW«AIR DEES*RF®MOWER5® 5®¥RAILERS*CUSHMAN® 

MOWERS® FOUNTAINS®DIFFUSED AIR®SPARTAN DISTRlBl!TORS*TORO*TORO IRRIGAT!ON®SERVIC£*PARTS

SPARTAN DISTRIBUTORS, INC.
Specializing in Turf 

and Irrigation Equipment

487 W. D IVISION ST. 
SPARTA, Ml 49345  

(616) 887-7301

1050 OPDYKE RD. 
AUBURN HILLS, Ml 48326  

(810) 373-8800
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TURFGRASS INC.

Serving you better with . .
Technical information 

Free timely delivery

. . .  Q uality p rod u cts

Fertilizers The Andersons, Lebanon, Sustane, 
Country Club, Nitroform, Nutralene, 
Once, Peters,
Turfgrass Custom Blend

Chemicals Ciba-Geigy, W.A. Cleary, Chipco, 
Roots, Daconil, Miles, NAIAD, 
Monsanto, Dow-Elanco, Grace-Sierra, 
Nor-Am, Riverdale, PanaSea', Miller, 
Agri-Plex 4X Lawnplex, No-Mix, Regal 
Chemical, Dimension, Sand-Aid, 
Roundup, Dissolve

Seeds Medalist America Grass Seed, 
Bloomcoat Wildflower Seed, Zajac 
Confidence Seed

Spreaders & 
Sprayers

Cyclone, Spyker, Solo Back Pack, 
Wheely, Spray-Hawk, Chem-Pro

G o lf Supplies Par Aide, Standard, Fore-Par, 
United Stockmen, Fox Valley, 
Master of the Links

Environm ental
Equipm ent

Plia Pads,
Haz-Store Storage Buildings

Safety Equipm ent Mine Safety Equipment

Soil M anagem ent Grid System, TerraFlow, TerraBond, 
TerraCover

Markers Richway, Blazon

Recycled P lastic Hammer’s Recycled Plastics

1-810-437-1427
O ffice

1 -8 0 0 -5 2 1 -8 8 7 3
(M ich ig a n  O n ly)

Keith Richards 
Dan Johanningsmeier 
Gene Johanningsmeier 
Doug Johanningsmeier 
Richard Locke 
Todd Griebe 
Robert McNab 
Darold Howard

T u rf C h e m ic a ls  In c .
1011 E. Main 
P.O. Box 451

Owosso, M ich igan 48867 
Phone: (517) 725-7145

FO R ALL O F  Y O U R  F E R T IL IZ E R , 
C H E M IC A L  A N D  G R A S S  S E E D  N E E D S

EXPERIENC ED, D E P E N D A B LE  
PEOPLE TO SERVE YOU

•  Russ Hancock •  Lou Beckman
•  Jay SIddock •  Ted Kasel
•  Fred M iller •  Chris Fochtman

SPA R TA N  B R A N D
J partan

§
E _
Q/uCnoC

YOUR FIRST CHOICE FOR OVER 
60 YEARS....

F r o m  t e e  t o  g r e e n  

I m p r o v e d  v a r ie t ie s  

R e l ia b il it y  

S e l e c t io n

T e c h n ic a l  h e l p

CALL 1 -800-647-TURF 
MICHIGAN STATE SEED CO.

717 N. CLINTON 
GRAND LEDGE, MICHIGAN
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A Commitment to Quality Turf Care Products 
For You - The Turf Care Professional

TeeTime
22-4-18
Fertilizer
with Nutralene
the professional 
partner1

Your Tee Time Distributor Offers You:
•  Greens and Fairway Fertilizers with Nutralene*
•  Quality Sulfur Coated Urea Fertilizer

Combination Product! 
Granular Insecticides 
Granular Fungicides

Turfgrass, inc.
P.O. Box T
28064 Pontiac Trail
South Lyons, MI 48178

Distfibuted by:
(810) 437-1427 
1-800-521-TURF (MI only)

A n d e rso n s
Lawn Fertilizer Group 
P.O. B ox 119 
Maumee, Ohio 43537

V U S H
B r o t h e r s

Asphalt Paving

( 810)  476-8254
20788 Osmus Farmington Hills, Ml 48336

Join The Club!
BLOOMFIELD HILLS COUNTRY CLUB 

ROUGE PARK GOLF COURSE 
SHENANDOAH COUNTRY CLUB 

DEARBORN COUNTRY CLUB 
FOREST LAKE COUNTRY CLUB 

STONEYCROFT HILLS CLUB 
GROSSE ILE GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 

EDGEWOOD COUNTRY CLUB 
ORCHARD LAKE COUNTRY CLUB 

WESTERN GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 
TPC MICHIGAN

EVERGREEN HILLS GOLF COURSE 
WABEEK COUNTRY CLUB 

TAM-O'-SHANTER COUNTRY CLUB 
WALNUT CREEK COUNTRY CLUB



How to Establish Wildflowers (continued from page 26)

3. Last year, the flowers began to  bloom around July 1 in my newly planted 
sites. By mid-July, fu ll bloom! My plots established in previous years were in 
fu ll bloom by mid-May.

In the  autumn, when the flowers are dried and frail, chop the plants 
down to  a height o f 4-6 inches. This allows seed dispersal fro m  the annuals 
and allows sufficient sunlight to  penetrate the seedlings next year. The 
perennials you planted will begin to  flow er next year as well.

By fo llow ing the  correct procedures in site selection, soil preparation, 
choice o f seed mixtures and planting, you will enjoy a m agnificent array o f 
color all summ er long, w ith minimal maintenance.

EFFORTLESS MOWING

EXCEPTIONAL
Maneuverability

Ford commercial front m owers offer the ultimate 
in easy operation and servicing.
•  Simple two-pedal hydrostatic drive —  one for 

forward, one for reverse
•  Rear-wheel hydrostatic steering for easy turning
•  Flip-up mower deck for simple, fast blade servicing 

Stop in and take a look.

FORD TRACTOR 
& EQUIP., INC.
3700 Lapeer Road 

Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326
l\EWHOLLAI\D

POSITION WANTED: Grounds manager 
fo r Shanty Creek Resort. 
Landscape/Horticulture degree or 3-5 
years experience in grounds manage­
ment. Contact Brent Nelson (616) 
533-7066

FOR SALE
20-Par Aid Master Ball Washer 
Ensembles with Single Trash Mate 
20-Par Aid 6 Ft. Utility Benches 
One Season o f use. Best Offer.
Call Steve Kolongowski (810) 695-1144

A Patch of Green • 26 • March/April 1995



CELEBRATES 
50TH ANNIVERSARY

Ray Weingartz, Sr. founded Weingartz as a small feed and farm  
supply store in 1945. Since then, Weingartz, w ith  locations in 
Farm ington Hills and Utica, has grown to  become Michigan's 
largest lawn, snow and ou tdo o r power equ ipm ent dealer. Over 
the  years, the  products have changed to  m eet customers' needs, 
ye t the  original co m m itm e n t to  quality products and excellent 
custom er service have not.

In its th ird  generation, fam ily remains an im portan t part o f 
Weingartz's success. Ray Weingartz, Jr. took over the  leadership 
reins 25 years ago, and much o f his fam ily is very involved in the 
business. Ray's fo u r sons, one o f his daughters and tw o  sons-in- 
law play an active role in the  everyday operations o f the  business. 
The Weingartz family, nevertheless, is ju s t a small part o f the fa m ­
ily o f employees at Weingartz. Currently, there are approximately 
80 fu ll-tim e  employees, many o f whom  have been w ith the com ­
pany fo r  15 or m ore years.

With such a large fam ily involvem ent and many longtim e 
employees, Ray always has fe lt  tha t a big key to  success is plan­
ning and com m itm ent. So, a fter many years o f planning and 
researching locations and layouts, a dream was b rough t to  reality 
in March 1992 in Farm ington Hills when Weingartz added its sec­
ond location. This sta te -o f-the-art, 42,000-square-foot facility 
includes a spacious 11,000 square fe e t o f showroom . The show­
room 's wide array o f equ ipm ent reflects the  company's broad 
custom er base— a mix o f 55% residential, 45% commercial. In 
addition to  the  showroom , there also is a 4,000-square-foot parts 
area, a 12,000-square-foot basement/warehouse and a 4,000- 
square-foot service area. With this type o f facility, Weingartz 
stands poised to  o ffe r the ir customers the  very best in service, 
selection and value.

In 1995—the ir 50th anniversary year—Weingartz manage­
m ent and employees are celebrating by making a genuine 
recom m itm ent to  make the  extra e ffo rts  necessary to  satisfy 
th e ir customers. One o f the  big ways tha t Weingartz plans to  
o ffe r m ore to  the ir customers involves a com plete remodeling 
and expansion o f the Utica store, beginning this summer, so it will 
match th e  m odern, s ta te -o f-the -a rt stature o f the ir o ther bu ild­
ing in Farm ington Hills.

Toss New Chipco* 
SevinWSP In Water 
And Watch Some Of 
Your Toughest Pest 
Problems Begin To 

Dissolve

RHONE POULENC 
AG COMPANY

CONTACT
BOB DUGAN

CHIPCO TURF & ORNAMENTAL SPECIALIST
P.O. BO X 74398 • ROMULUS, Ml 

4 8 174-0398

(313) 782-0323 
Fax: (313) 782-6344
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POND DREDGING SPECIALIST
O ff Road Trucking  

W ide Track Bulldozing  
Shore Line & Land D ev e lo p m e n t  

Grading

SWEETCOINC.
27405 Henry Rd. 

South Lyon, M ich igan 48178

810-437-1830

6 ^  Shore Control

B R ID G E S  •  D A M S  •  B O A R D W A LK S
S E A W A L L S  — Steel •  W ood  

PVC C LOC  
Boulders

C om plete  Jobs or Products Only  
FREE QUOTES - (810) 887-7855

p.Y'.viir  HUCCETT 
SOD FARM, INC.

•  TOP QUALITY SOD
• PENNCROSS OR PENNUNKS OR 

PROVIDENCE BENT (Crown on mason sand 
or loam soil)

• SHADE MIX (Bluegrass, Fescue mix for fairways & 
erosion co n tro l.) - Good on Sandy Soils or in 
Shade.

• NUGGET + II (Bluegrass Blend) - Grade A or 
Commercial Peat or Top Soil Base.

SOIL FREE SOD AVAILABLE

The Nifty 
Fifty c. 
Big R o ll.b ^

Less Labor 
Easy Laying 

■ Less Seams

♦  BULK SPHAGNUM PEAT
FOR GREENS M IX

♦  SHADE & ORNAMENTAL TREES
4114 East Marlette Rd. ♦ Marlette, Ml 48453

Ph: 800-432-2763
DELIVERY

M ichigan -  Ohio  
Indiana

ADVERTISERS'
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DON’T BUY IT - 
RENT IT!
Conveniently located  
1 mile north of the 
Palace on Lapeer 
Road. (M-24)

£

O *

RENTAL
(810) 373-8200

Call NOW to be treated  
like Royalty at Palace!!!

PALACE EQUIPMENT 
RENTAL INC.
4640 Lapeer Road • Orion, MI 48359 
(810) 373-8200 
(810) 373-0398 Fax

RENTALS BY THE DAY • WEEK • MONTH



Designed to Perform
Ransomes’ commitment to excellence shows in the way each product is 
designed and built. Your Ransomes equipment will hit the ground 
running, making it an asset from the first day on the job. Make sure 
you get maximum performance. Make sure your equipment carries the 
Ransomes name.

6150 Wing Rotary
DISTRIBUTED BY

W.F. MILLER C O . ™

The Professional's Choice On Turf 
TURF & INDUSTRIAL E Q U IP M E N T  
(8 1 0 ) 3 4 9 -4 1 0 0  - FA X  (8 1 0 ) 3 4 9 -0 4 0 6  

24  Hour Phone/Fax 8 0 0 -6 4 2 -9 9 1 5  
2 5 1 2 5  T R A N S -X . P.O. Box 605  

N O V I, M I 4 8 3 7 6 -0 6 0 5

D riven  to be the best

M l IF (II
30700 Telegraph Rd.

Suite 1401 
Bingham  Farms, Ml 

48025-4524
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Course Superintendents Association
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