
Special Feature

One Club That’s N ot Teed O ff by Ban 
on Metal Spikes
Country Club of Darien Launches Successful aSpikeless-Only” Policy. . . . 
Superintendent Tim O’Neill Explains How.

President's Message

In Memory o f a 
Longtime Member 
and Friend

I was sad to learn o f the loss of long­
time MetGCSA member and friend 
Bert Jones. Bert was a great sup­
porter o f the superintendent who 

truly understood just how much the 
superintendent means to the golf 
industry.

He was a conscientious businessper­
son who would answer a call for service 
no matter where you were located or 
the size of the order. If you told Bert 
you needed something at 6 a.m. on 
Sunday, he’d be there at 5:30 a.m. 
waiting for your arrival.

I remember meeting Bert in 1972, 
when I was an assistant superintendent. 
He would always take time to talk to 
me. I also remember how well he 
presented himself—and his irrigation 
system—to the Board of Directors at 
the Huntington Crescent Club where I 
was superintendent. His positive 
attitude and thorough product knowl­
edge was a winning combination.

But equally impressive was that even 
after he’d sold the irrigation system to 
us he didn’t just hand the job over to 
an underling. No, not Bert. He came 
to the club in his work clothes and, 
together with his partner Ken Kubik, 
proceeded to draw up a plan that was 
carefully tailored to the course—before 
any installation work began.

Bert was always (continued on page 2)

A t many clubs, metal spikes will die 
hard—if they die at all. Not so at 
Country Club of Darien. As of 
July 1, this club became the first— 

and only—in Connecticut and West­
chester to jump on the “ban” wagon 
and put a permanent kibosh on metal 
spikes.

Joining the ranks of 65 clubs across 
the country that currently enforce a 
permanent ban on metal spikes (and the 
nearly 200 clubs that strongly encourage 
spikeless shoes), Country Club of 
Darien gave members just short o f a 
year to make the transition to spikeless 
play. To date, the response has been 
exceedingly favorable—and the agro­
nomic results equally promising.

Here, Country Club of Darien 
Superintendent Tim O ’Neill offers 
insight, not only into the many turf- 
related benefits of sporting spikeless 
shoes, but also how his club has man­
aged—what appears to be—a flawless 
launch into a “Spikeless-Only” Policy.

We hope you’ll find this piece 
interesting but, perhaps more impor­

tant, a good source of information for 
your Greens Committee and board.
Spikeless Inspiration
“One of the reasons I think this policy 
has been so well received is that it came 
from the members themselves—more 
specifically, a group of members who 
had played golf at Muirfield Village in 
Dublin, OH. This top Nicklaus course 
has banned metal spikes, offering my 
members the opportunity to experience 
both the feel and putting surface effects 
of golfing with spikeless shoes.

“They were also able to see, first­
hand, at least one of the club’s strate­
gies for enforcing its spikeless policy: 
The day they played Muirfield, a golfer 
had somehow slipped onto the course 
with metal spikes. One of the club’s 
locker room attendants followed the 
trail of spike marks—which were 
apparently quite obvious on the 
otherwise pure greens—and then 
replaced the player’s metal spikes with 
Softspikes right on the spot. I t’s their 
policy to replace every (continued on page 4)
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President's Message (c o n i 1 )

In Memory o f a Longtime Member 
and Friend

ready to take you to lunch. He would 
listen to all your gripes—about mem­
bers who didn’t understand what you 
were facing or irrigation systems that 
malfunctioned or grass that you lost or 
even why the Yankees lost to the Red 
Sox. Whatever the conversation, he 
listened well and always had a few 
words of good advice.

He clearly loved the industry—and 
gave back to it at least as much as he

S alem Golf Club is perhaps the only 
club around where the same su­
perintendent has been on the job 
since the day it opened—more 

than 30 years ago. Bob Bruce, host of 
the Met’s July 25 Monthly Meeting and 
Team Championship Qualifier, is the 
superintendent who carries this honor­
able distinction.

It all began in 1964. That’s when 
Lawrence Management of Bronxville, an 
apartment and co-op complex firm that 
owned what is now the Salem Golf 
Club’s 138 acres, began to develop the 
property.

Bob had been working with the com­
pany as a plasterer and truck driver since 
1962 and had apparently made quite an 
impression. With the approval of John 
Arresto, the firm’s superintendent of 
construction, Bob was charged with 
managing the maintenance of the golf 
course.

Says Bob about this unusual opportu­
nity: “God’s will brought me to Salem 
Golf Club. I had never caddied or 
played golf in my life,” he says. “But I 
was a hard worker and eager to learn.” 

So with no formal turf school 
training, this Tyler, Alabama, native 
gathered a five-member crew and 
literally brought the course to life, 
assuming complete control o f growing 
the turf. Bob was also able to see the 
golf course architect, Ed Ryder, at work. 

“Ed knew how to design a golf
( 2 )  Tee to Green June 1995

received. Whenever his name is men­
tioned in conversation, it always brings a 
smile to my face . . . and many pleasant 
thoughts and memories to mind. (Who 
could ever forget that “old black 
magic”?)

My condolences to Gerry and all the 
family. We share in your grief, and we 
will truly miss him.

JOE ALONZI, CGCS
President

course,” says Bob, “but he always found 
a way to overspend. And he loved to 
party,” adds Bob with a chuckle. “I 
called him a madman who knew his 
work.”

After five years on the job—in 1969— 
Bob decided to pursue the turf training 
he’d bypassed. He enrolled in UMass 
Stockbridge’s Short Course, where he 
credits Dr. Joe Troll and Geoffrey Cor­
nish for inspiring him to stay in the turf 
industry. One year later, he furthered 
his turf knowledge by successfully 
completing the Short Course at Rutgers, 
under the watchful eye of Dr. Ralph 
Engel.
Turf Troubles
But all the schooling in the world 
wouldn’t have made it any easier to deal 
with some of turf troubles that quickly 
became apparent at Salem. Explains 
Bob: “The original soil profile here is 
heavy clay/loam. That means we have a 
lot of compaction, so during rainy 
periods, water puddles up and doesn’t 
move.”

Though Bob’s managed to improve 
the soil profile somewhat with heavy, 
regular topdressing applications, he still 
can’t run a full watering cycle all at once. 
“We run half the watering cycle, allow 
standing water to penetrate, and then 
come back later to finish up the cycle,” 
he says. And that’s without an auto­
matic irrigation system, which makes
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Salem Super Hosts the Met Team 
Championship Qualifier

watering all the more labor intensive.
But Bob had fair warning of the prob­

lems that lie ahead when, during con­
struction, they lost the #6 green twice. 
They finally moved the green to its 
present site. But to stabilize the USGA 
mix of the time, they used dead sand and 
logs. “Now that the logs have settled, 
the green is left with some sizable 
undulations,” says Bob. “Much of the 
course is like a swampy peat bog,” he 
adds.

Nothing proved that better than what 
happened in 1980 when they decided to 
dredge their man-made irrigation pond, 
which runs from #14 green to #17 tee. 
“While the pond was being dredged 
with a drag line,” explains Bob, “I saw a 
crack in the approach of #14. I could 
sink a whipping pole all the way up to 
the handle and still not touch bottom.”

On further inspection, he found that 
the crack stretched, amazingly, from #14 
to #17. Needless to say, they stopped 
the drag line and never attempted it 
again. “Now, we use an excavator every 
few years to pull out whatever it can 
reach,” he says.
Improvements Planned
Despite these maintenance trials, Bob is 
happy at Salem. “The course is interest­
ing,” he says, explaining that no two 
holes are alike. And he adds: “I love the 
outdoors, getting my hands dirty, and 
growing grass. I t’s self-fulfilling to see 
the fruits o f your labor.” But Bob will 
tell you, there are no quick fixes when 
conquering challenges: “You can’t cut 
corners if you want to achieve the proper 
results,” he says with conviction.

H e’ll soon be putting that philosophy 
into practice when they bring Hole #13 
back to its original state. This 406-yard, 
par 4—once featured in Golf Magazine 
—has an elevated tee, where a small lake 
can be seen on the right side. It ends on 
a large green with a horseshoe-shaped 
sand trap.

“The trees that once provided a beau­
tiful tree line now protrude over the 
fairway, blocking the oudine of the trap 
from the tee,” says Bob. “We’ll correct 
this in the near future.”

Also on Bob’s to-do list are replacing

his quick-coupler irrigation system with 
an automatic one and installing drain­
age throughout the entire course. In 
addition, Bob would like to bring in an 
architect to reoutline the fairways, 
reconstruct a few greens, and work to 
bring back the original beauty o f the 
course.
Preaching Is His Pastime
Bob has been an active member of both 
the Met and Hudson Valley Golf 
Course Superintendent Associations for 
25 years. H e’s also been a NYSTA 
member for the past 15 years.

Though the turfgrass industry is his 
number one concern, Bob puts as much 
—if not more—of his heart and soul 
into preaching. Nicknamed “The 
Reverend” by some of his peers, he has 
been the Pastor of The Second Baptist 
Church in Poughkeepsie, NY, since 
1987. But he began spreading God’s 
word in 1982. “There is nothing I like 
more in this world than preaching,” says 
Bob. “I ’m not sure where all this came 
from, but for many years as a weekly 
churchgoer, I felt an emptiness. Then, 
after months of dreaming about God 
and crying in the middle of the night, I 
decided to study at the New York

Notable Notes

In Memoriam

We regret to announce the death on 
June 22 of Bert Jones, a supporting 
member of the MetGCSA for more 
than 25 years.

Most of you probably know Bert 
best from his affiliation with Grass 
Roots Turf Products, a company he 
cofounded with Ken Kubik in 1978. 
(Please be sure to read Joe Alonzi’s 
tribute to Bert on pages 1 and 2.)

We’d like to extend our deepest 
sympathy to Bert’s wife, Gerry, and his 
three sons, Gregory, James, and 
Timothy.

Theological Seminary.” One and a half 
years later, Bob left and began preach­
ing. “I like to tie together the two 
things I ’m most fond of, so many of my 
sermons include nature,” he says.

This past April, Bob expanded his 
religious responsibilities, becoming vice 
president of the Progressive State 
Baptist Convention of New York. In 
this role, Bob is charged with oversee­
ing 47 Progressive Baptist churches in 
New York—from Staten Island to 
Elmira.

Bob credits religion with making 
him “a better and happier husband, 
father, and friend.” He and his wife, 
Eva, have been married 39 years and 
have five children: Guendolyn, Cheryl, 
Patrice, Robert Jr., and Kenny. For 26 
years, Bob and his family lived near the 
course. Now, they live in Beacon, NY, 
close to his church.

Bob says someday he hopes to retire 
to the property he owns in Augusta, 
Georgia, and run a small vegetable 
farm—work for himself. But right 
now, he says he is very content in his 
dual career . . .  as superintendent and 
preacher.

SCOTT C.APGAR
Metro Milorganite, Inc.

Newly Certified

Jon Jennings, superintendent of The 
Patterson Club in Fairfield, CT, has 
been designated a Certified Golf Course 
Superintendent by the GCSAA. Con­
gratulations, Jon!

Birth

Congratulations to Huntsville Golf 
Club Superintendent Scott Schukraft 
and his wife, Heidi, on the birth of 
their daughter, Alaina Claire, on 
May 3.

Tee to Green June 1995 ( 3)



Special Feature (cont. 1 )

One Club That’s N ot Teed O ff  by Ban 
on Metal Spikes

golfer’s metal spikes with Softspikes— 
free of charge—before they enter the 
course.”
Smoothing the Way for Spikeless Golf
“This group of members was so 
convinced of the benefits of using 
Softspikes that, last fall, they launched 
a campaign to encourage our entire 
golfing membership to replace their 
metal spikes with the urethane 
alternatives.

Attendants in both the Men’s and 
Ladies’ Locker Rooms have been 
equipped to offer on-the-spot spike 
replacements to members and their 
guests. Most o f our members had 
their shoes converted over the winter. 
Guest changeovers are still being done.

And all spike changes are complimen­
tary—at least for the time being.

“The reception to Softspikes—even 
at the start of our trial period—was so 
positive that the Golf Committee and 
Board of Directors committed to going 
100 percent spikeless by July 1 of this 
year.

“Even outings held at the club are 
spikeless. Participants are informed, in 
advance, that they can either have their 
shoes converted on their own or bring 
their shoes—with metal spikes re­
moved—and have them outfitted with 
Softspikes by one of our attendants.

“To date, the club has invested 
about $3,500 in replacement spikes—a 
small price to pay for the many result­
ing benefits.”

Read ’Em and Weep . . .

G olf Shoe Facts and Figures

Who’s to Thank for Spikeless Spikes:
Softspikes were designed by former 
golf course manager Ernie Deacon and 
inventor Fans McMullin. Proving that 
necessity breeds invention, the two 
devised the spikeless spike to be worn 
during winter in their home state of 
Idaho, where metal spikes were banned 
because o f the severe damage they 
would do to the region’s frozen greens.

When they found that manufactur­
ing these urethane rubber spikes was 
too costly to market only locally, they 
took them national. In 1993, they 
introduced the shoe as an alternative 
for seniors and “people with bad feet” 
but, o f course, soon found the biggest 
selling point was that they totally 
eliminated spike marks from putting 
surfaces.

Today, Softspikes are available in 
every state, as well as Canada, England, 
Spain, Germany, Australia, and Guam.
Metal Spike Menaces: USGA studies to 
investigate the effect o f golf shoes on 
turfgrass have revealed that golf shoes

with metal spikes cause more turf dam­
age and longer-lasting turf damage un­
der all conditions than any other shoe 
tested.

Metal spikes weaken the turf, impair­
ing its ability to compete with poa 
annua and other undesirable plants. 
And contrary to popular belief, the 
spikes do not help to aerify the greens, 
but rather create a perfect seed bed for 
poa. What’s more, the weight-bearing 
shoulder of the metal spike has been 
found to promote soil compaction.
The Price Clubs Pay for Metal Spikes: Ten
years ago, the USGA estimated that 
metal spikes caused about $20 million 
in damages to a golf course and 
clubhouse area. In 1995, it’s fair to 
assume that metal spike damage will 
amount to more than $40 million.
The Stats on Spike-pocked Greens: The
USGA has computed that a player 
averages 28 paces per green; 28 paces 
times 24 spikes (the average golf shoe 
has 12 spikes) means 672 impressions;

The Pluses of Softspikes
“Some of the positive outcomes that 
our members, golf professional, club­
house staff, and I have noticed:
• Softspikes are more comfortable, 
putting noticeably less strain on feet, 
ankles, knees, hips, and the back. 
According to our Pro Ed Nicholson, 
‘99.9 percent o f our members find it far 
easier to walk 18 holes in spikeless 
shoes.’
• Golfers needn’t putt through spike 
marks on the greens. With heavy play 
(25,000 rounds per year), our small 
greens (90,000 square feet for 20 
greens) were taking a beating. This 
season, the greens are noticeably 
healthier and smoother, with little wear 
around the hole after a day of play. As a

672 impressions times 18 greens equals 
12,096 impressions per round per 
player.

Assuming that a course gets 200 
rounds each day, the greens receive 
2,419,200 impressions daily or more 
than 72.5 million spike marks each 
month.

Each time a golf ball strikes a spike 
mark, it briefly loses contact with the 
putting surface, and over a distance of 
several feet, these subtle bounces can 
cause a significant reduction in ball 
roll.

A recent study conducted at The 
Ohio State University Turfgrass 
Research Center in Columbus also 
revealed a noticeable difference in the 
trueness of ball roll between Softspiked 
and metal-spiked test plots. In the 
softspiked plots, the ball rolled true, 
even as it slowed, while in the metal- 
spiked plots, the ball was more apt to 
vary in its course, especially as the ball 
speed decreased.

I t’s no wonder golfers complain they 
can’t sink a putt!

( J )  Tee to Green June 1995



result, I ’ve been able to reduce the 
number of times I change cups from 
four to three times per week. And the 
turf, being healthier, better tolerates 
weekly rolling.
• Members can now wear their golf 
shoes anywhere inside the clubhouse 
and on our flagstone patio, areas that 
were previously off limits to metal 
spikes.
•  The club'expects Softspikes to spare 
carpeting, carts, wood steps, bridges, 
and asphalt walkways, adding up to 
significant savings in repairs and replace­
ment costs.”
Few Negatives Cited for Turf-Friendly 
Alternative
“The downsides to Softspikes are few, 
though some golfers feel their traction 
isn’t as secure when they swing—par­
ticularly on hilly areas of the course, 
which at Darien are few, since the 
course is relatively flat.

“Critics will also tell you that 
Softspikes are slippery on wet surfaces,

especially wooden bridges, but I say 
what’s more slippery than metal spikes 
on smooth cement, tile, or stone? 
Besides, most clubs that encourage 
Softspikes are trying to make slick sur­
faces more secure by treating wood

“ .. 99.9 percent of our members 
find it far easier to walk 18 holes in 
spikeless shoes. ”

surfaces with aluminum oxide or cover­
ing them with a synthetic material. At 
Darien, we’re covering both wooden 
bridges and wood walkways around the 
clubhouse with all-weather carpeting.

“The only other concern I ’ve heard 
is that Softspikes are less durable than

metal spikes, lasting 30 as opposed to 
50 rounds. The replacement costs are 
slightly higher as well, depending on 
the quality of metal spike. Typically, 
Softspikes run about $1 more per pair 
of shoes.

“It’s these few points, as well as a 
dogged attachment to the ol’ tried- 
and-true, that make it difficult for 
superintendents, themselves, to con­
vince their memberships to go spikeless. 
It really takes a day of Softspikes-Only 
play on a course to see, and feel, the 
benefits—not unlike what the Met did 
with our meeting at Middle Bay 
Country Club.

“At Darien, I was fortunate that a 
few vocal members were willing to 
campaign for Softspikes. As with any 
new policy, though, this one will be up 
for review at the season’s end. But my 
guess is that Softspikes aren’t a passing 
fad; at Country Club of Darien, they’re 
here to stay.”

TIM O ’NEILL, CGCS
Country Club of Darien

Tee &  Green &  In Between
\A/hether your challenge is a dead­

line, a tee, a green, a fairway, a rough, 

or a bunker surround, we have a blend 

that fits your needs.
We understand the variety of 

problems you face because we have 
spent a great deal of time listening to 

golf course superintendents. As a 

result, Tee & Green Sod offers the 

most complete product line
%mBE

311EM SOI

available to the golf course industry—  

even a four-foot wide washed roll!

Give us a call for information about 

our selection of products, and our unique 

harvesting and washing techniques. 

•Bentgrass 
•Bluegrass 
•Washed sod 
• Bluegrass-Ryegrass 
•Bluegrass-Fine Fescue

-INCORPORATED -
401/789-8177 • 401/789-3895 (fax) • PO Box 418, Exeter, RI 02822
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C H E M IC A LS SUPPLIES

W HEN YOU'RE 
IN A

TOUGH SPOT .

SEED FERTILIZER

W ESTCHESTER  
TURF SUPPLY. INC.

BOB LIPPMAN  
HOME (914) 248-5790  
BUSINESS PHONE (914) 248-7476

R AD IO  C O N TR O LLE D  
IR R IG A TIO N  T E C H N O L O G Y

Workman" 3000
T H E  M O S T  V E R S A TILE  

U T IL IT Y  V E H IC L E  AVAILABLE

FROM:

turf products corporation
(203) 763-3581 (800) 243-4355

IRRIGATION: George Gorton - Ext.300 
EQUIPMENT: Al Tretera - Ext. 246

S O D  • S E E D  • F E R T IL IZ E R  
P A V E R S  • W A L L S

D eL ea S od F arms
Serving the New York area with the finest 

Sod and service for over 60 years

FORKLIFT SERVICE 

VACUUM COOLED SOD •  BIG ROLLS 

GROWERS OF IMPROVED BLUEGRASS BLENDS
MIXTURES

FESCUES & BENT GRASS

H a r m o n y  O r g a n i c  F e r t i l i z e r s  
E x p e d i t e  • S p y k e r

TO PSO IL

444 Elwood Road • East Northport, NY 11731 
(516) 368-8022 • Fax: (516) 368-80 3 2  

1-800 244-7637 (BIG SODS)
1-800 344-7637 (DIG SODS)

696 Route 25A • Miller Place, NY 11764 
(516) 821-1414 • Fax: (516) 821-1144

The Golf Course Superintendent’s Choice. BUNTON 22" and 26" 
GREENSMOWERS

The Bunton Triplex Greensmower is no ordinary reel mower. You'll 
know that the instant you see the clean, consistent cut it delivers on 
your course greens, tees, collars, and approaches. It's equipped 
with all the features that golf course maintenance professionals want 
in a riding greensmower and more.

When it comes to greens mainte­
nance, the Bunton 22" and 26" walk- 
behind greensmowers are rapidly 
becoming the industry standard.

BUNTON
TRIPLEX

GREENSMOWER

BUNTON!

EXCLUSIVELY DISTRIBUTED BY
Westchester Ford Tractor, Inc.

Meadow St.
Goldens Bridge, NY 10526 

Phone #: 914-232-7746
(T )  Testo Green June 1995



Scorecard

Superintendents and Managers Enjoy a 
Day at Bedford

B edford Golf & Tennis was host to the May Superintendent/Manager Tour­
nament and Meeting. Thirty-two managers participated, making for a total 
o f 124 golfers. This is more rounds than Bedford normally does in a week! 
Inspite o f the large crowd, host Superintendent Bob Nielsen and Manager 

Bill Burke did an outstanding job. The golf course was firm, fast, and immaculate. 
The lunch, the stations on the course, and the cocktail reception were first class. 
Virtually everyone raved about the day. Special thanks, too, to Golf Pro Tony 
Chateauverte for his generosity with the gifts.

The golf rivaled the conditions: It was pretty remarkable with two holes-in-one: 
Bill Perlee, superintendent of Burning Tree Country Club in Greenwich, CT, aced 
Hole #12, while Bruce Campbell, manager o f Aspectuck Valley Country Club 
performed a similar feat on #10. Congratulations also to the following tourney 
winners:

METRO MILORGANITE, INC.
For a HEALTHY ADVANTAGE over SEASONAL 
PROBLEMS WE OFFER a WINNING LINE-UP

Milorganitë

EGYPT

Emerald
j y  lsle Ltd-

FARMS

WHITE MARSH. MD

T h e ^ E E S *
Andersons

Superintendent/Manager

Low Gross Winners
1st Earl M illett/Dan Vasquez 

Ridgeway Country Club 
2nd Frank Lamphier/Bruce Campbell 

Aspectuck Valley Country Club 
3rd John Carlone/Nick Batos 

Middle Bay Country Club

Two-Man Best Bail 

Low Gross Winners
1st Cliff Cable, Innis Arden GC 

John Farrell, Lofts Seed, Inc.
2nd Tom Watroba, Quaker Ridge GC 

Dan Cancelled, J.A. Jackson Corp.
Longest Drive

Tom Heaney, Manager 
Deepdale Golf Club 
Wayne Remo, Superintendent 
Rock Spring Club

DAVE MAHONEY 
Siwanoy Country Club

Golf Events

Poa Annual Golf Tournament
Monday, August 21
Mount Kisco Country Club, Mount Kisco, NY 
Host Superintendent: Fred Scheyhing, CGCS

September MetGCSA Meeting
Tuesday, September 12 
Metropolis Country Club, White Plains, NY 
Final Round: Championship Qualifier 
Host Superintendent: Tony Grasso

Low Net Winners
1st Tony Grasso/Max Sanz 

Metropolis Country Club 
2nd Scott Niven/Peter Tunley 

The Stanwich Club
3rd Bert Dickinson/George Caevers 

Willow Ridge Country Club

•  FERTILIZERS
•  TOP DRESSINGS
•  BIOSTIMULANTS
•  SEED
•  PESTICIDES
•  GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES

Rick Apgar Scott Apgar Joe Stahl

Metro Milorganite Inc.
DEPEND ON US FOR FOUR SEASON SOLUTIONS 

(914) 666-3171 Fax (914) 666-9183 
365 Adams Street, Bedford Hills, NY 10507

Low Net Winners
1st Byron Johnson, Terre Co. o fN J

John LeClair, Lakeover National GC 
2nd Jim McNally, Greenrock Corp.

Wayne Remo, Rock Spring Club
Closest to the Pin

Bruce Campbell, Mgr (Hole-in-One) 
Aspectuck Valley Country Club 
Scott Stark, Superintendent 
Fenway Golf Club

Social Event

Don’t Forget This Year’s . . .
Summer Social
Tuesday, August 22 
Fairview Country Club 
Greenwich, CT
Host Superintendent: Richie Marcks, CGCS i

P.O. B o x  484
O ld  G r e e n w ic h ,  CT
0 6 8 70-0484

203-869-8808
914-234-0092
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Scorecard Scorecard

Heritage Hills Takes 
Invitational Trophy

T he Met Invitational appeared headed for “Rainout
Theater” as a full field started out in a driving rain, with’ 
thunder and lightning predicted at 100%. Miraculously, 
after one hole of play, the rain stopped, the skies cleared, 

and the competition heated up—with Heritage Hills taking 
this year’s Invitational Trophy.

A very special thanks to Richie Marcks and his staff for an 
impeccable golf course. The entire field was raving about the 
conditions.

Drew Campbell, Mike Loper, and Walter Campbell were 
outstanding in getting everyone onto the course, under very 
adverse conditions, and providing us with exceptional food 
and service.

Also thanks to everyone in the field for having the faith that 
we would play. Those with the faith—and a pro who could putt were:

Low Net Winners Low Gross Winners

58 Heritage Hills of Westchester 
Todd Polidor, superintendent 
J. Ciprianoygolfprofessional 
Mr. Currie, green chairman 
Mr. Delano, club official

67 Siwanoy Country Club
Dave Mahoney, superintendent 
C. Bolling, go lf professional 
Mr. Wichser  ̂green chairman 
Mr. Stapleton, club official

60 Brae Burn Country Club
Dennis Flynn, superintendent 
K. Moser, golf professional 
Mr. N issm an^raw  chairman 
Mr. Rich, club official

61 Preakness Hills Country Club 
John O ’Keefe, superintendent 
E. Mumford^golfprofessional 
Mr. Green, green chairman 
Mr. Fand, club official

68 Middle Bay Country Club 
John Carlone, superintendent 
T. Shifflet, golf professional 
Mr. Hafty green chairman 
Mr. Aronson, club official

70 Westchester Country Club 
Joe Alonzi, superintendent 
M. Wanser, golf professional 
Mr. Aronstein, green chairman 
Mr. Portale, club official

M etG C SA  Two-Ball: 
First Round Results

A dvancing in the first round of our 
Two-Ball Tournament were the 
following Class A and Class B 
players. (Note: The winners in 

the teams grouped below will face each 
other in the second round.):
Class A
Matt Ceplo/Tony Baviello over 
Rick Schock/Gregg Stanley
Dave Mahoney/Dennis Petruzzelli over 
Les Kennedy/John Streeter
Tim Powers/Tim Garceau over 
Fred Scheyhing/Chuck Martineau
Jon Jennings/Mark Fuller over 
John Carlone/Tim O ’Neill
Tony Savone/Ron Demkovich over 
Mike M ongon/John O ’Keefe
Bob Alonzi/Joe Alonzi over 
Tony Grasso/Greg Wojick
Wayne Remo/Jim McNally over 
Bill Perlee/Bill Bodemer
Tim M oore/Todd Polidor over 
Bob Nielsen/Joe Camberato
Class C
Dan Cancelleri/John Apple over 
A1 Tretera/Ernie Rizzio
John Hawthorne/Frank Amodio over 
Ron Shapiro/Frank Savakis
Charlie Siemers/Scott Apgar over 
Bob Lippman Sr ./B ob Lippman Jr.
John Currie/Joe Kennedy over 
Ken Clear/Mike Cook
Quick highlights: Both the defending 
champs Schock/Stanley and Tretera/ 
Rizzo were ousted. Also the medalist 
qualifier M ongon/O ’Keefe have been 
eliminated, along with our inaugural 
champs, Scheyhing/Martineau.

In losing to Remo/McNally, Perlee 
had a hole-in-one and chipped in.

After trying hard to qualify, Carlone/ 
O ’Neill are bumped from the first round. 
One step at a time guys.

Finally, in the Alonzi/Alonzi victory, 
Bob’s 60 Net proved to be the deciding 
factor in a match hard fought and played 
well by all.

With some of the favorites gone and 
the heat coming, the second round 
promises to be a real shootout. -D M

Longest Drive

Steven Murphy, Amateur 
Knollwood Country Club

Erich Mumford, Golf Professional 
Preakness Hills Country Club

Closest to the Pin

Mitch Cohen, Green Chairman 
Jim Calladio, Superintendent 
Milbrook Club

Dan Pratt, Club Official
Mark Wanser, Golf Pro (Hole-in-One)
Westchester Country Club

Congratulations to everyone who participated. 
DAVE MAHONEY 
Siwanoy Country Club

Quotable Quote
"C o m p e titiv e  g o l f  Is  p la y e d  m a in ly  on  a  t lv e -a n d -a -h a lf - ln c h  

c o u rs e : th e  s p a c e  b e tw e e n  y o u r  e a rs . ”
Bobby Jones

Professional Golfer
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Work Smarts

Two Tips for Staying 
o f Your Paperwork

S taying on top of your paperwork 
may seem like it should be kid’s 
stuff (especially compared to the 
trials we all encounter on the golf 

course this time of year), but for most of 
us, it’s a never-ending struggle.

Here are two tips from organizational 
expert and author Sunny Schlenger for 
managing the avalanche of paper that 
flows into your office every day.
Tip #1: Approach each piece of paper 
with the question, “How do I plan to 
use this?”

Most people get hung up on “where 
should I put this paper,” but that only 
complicates matters. To help you an­
swer the “how” question, remember 
you basically have only four options:
1. Throw it out.
2. Pass it along to someone else.
3. File it.
4. Take action on it.

The important thing is to make a

Wm m T rf
(800) 243-75821

CHOICE OF BENTGRASSES 
-Maintained at 5 /32” and 1/4”- 
Penncross*Providence*Penn links 

3-Way Fairway Blend

Pallets or Big Rolls 
Washing Service Available

High Fine Fescue Mix 
Versatile Blue-Fescue-Rye Mix 

Low-Cut Blue-Rye Available 
Farm Inspection Welcomed

on Top

decision—even if it isn’t a final one— 
each time you touch a piece of paper.

Hint: Try sticking red dots on the 
paper each time you pick it up. The 
measles effect might help convince you 
that paper’s got a disease that needs 
tending to.
Tip #2: If you’re the type who saves 
everything that might be handy some­
day, you probably have a lot to trouble 
finding anything through the thicket of 
“stuff” in your office. Before you get 
chased out into the streets by your 
clutter, you should cross-examine 
yourself with this battery of questions:
1. Have I used or referred to this item 
in the last year?
2. Is the information tough to get your 
hands on?
3. Will this be expensive to replace?

If you can answer no to all of these
questions, it’s time your wastebasket 
saw active duty!

SAVA TEE
Our trained crews are careful 

on a golf course. We treat tees like 
greens and greens like gold. That 
is one reason five of this areas 
most prestigious clubs are already 
our clients.

The other reasons? We prune 
judiciously using state-of-the-art 
techniques. We deep-root feed 
with our own organic blend. We 
cable and brace with future 
growth in mind. And, we will 
work with your crews to be most 
cost effective.

If you want a tree company 
that consistently beats par, call us.

SAViflto:
COMPLETE TREE AND SHRUB CARE, NATURALLY
360 Adams Street, Bedford Hills, NY 10507 (914)666-8202 • (203)661-6755

GOPS UNIVERSAL

Gain central control of any existing controllers, 
regardless of make or manufacturer.
Each COPS-Universal radio field unit has 
up to 42 stations per field unit. Ideal for retro-fitting parks, median strips, school 
grounds, and golf courses. COPS-Universal lets you change any field controller into a 
field satellite and manage your entire sys­tem from a central PC. COPS-Universal 
offers:• Communication by repeating or direct 

radio. (No new controllers or communi­
cation wire.)

• Unlimited programs, unlimited start and 
run times to meet all your water manage­
ment needs.

• Freedom to use valves as you choose, 
regardless of hard-wiring constraints.
For a personal demonstration, contact: 

Steve Smith or J. Anderson 
at (203) 878-0658

....|| P.I.E. SUPPLY CO.
PIPE & IRRIGATION 

mill EQUIPMENT SUPPLY COMPANY[<
(Buckner

V A L L E Y  V IE W
WHOLESALE 

GREENHOUSES 
229 Smithridge Rd. 

South Salem, NY 
(914) 533-2526 (914) 533-2050 fax

Specializing In Mass Plantings

Prompt delivery
Experienced in country club needs 

Quality plants and service 
We contract grow specialty plants

Hardy Mums 
Bulbs 

Perennials 
Shrubs

Perennial Grasses 
Spruces

Many Other Nursery Items
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P AT RON D I R E C T O R Y
Patrons listed on this page are supporting our association. You are encouraged to support them.

AgrEvo USA Company 
David J. Sylvester
311 Carriage Dr., Kensington, CT 06037 
203-828-8905
Almstead Tree Co. Inc.
Kevin Wyatt
58 Beechwood Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801 
800-427-1900/914-576-0193

f t  ALPINE, the CARE of TREES 
Excellence in Tree Care 
NY: 914-948-0101
NJ: 201-445-4949 CT: 203-847-1855
A1 Preston’s Garage 
Gary Shashinka: 203-924-1747 
Massey Ferguson, Sales & Service 
Shelton, CT 06484
Argento & Son Inc.
Turf Equipment: Parts and Service 
Louis Argento: 914-949-1152 
1 Prospect Ave., White Plains, NY 10607

f t  Atlantic Irrigation Specialists Inc.
Gerald O’Hara/Ed Santalone 
620 Commerce St., Thom wood, NY 10594 
800-878-8873

&  Blue Ridge Peat Farms Inc.
Topdressing, Peat, Humus, & Potting Soil 
Gene Evans 
717-443-9596

f t  Bruedan Corp.
Mike Gesmundo/Ron Shapiro 
Ez-Go & Yamaha Vehicles 
800-535-1500
Ciba T urf & Ornamental Products 
Primo, Banner, Subdue, Pennant 
Mike Olcykowski NY/NJ: 609-267-8041 
Steve Sears CT: 413-283-7877

f t  DAF Services 
David A. Frechette 
Irrigation Specialists 
203-528-7362, FAX 203-528-0051

f t  Dar Par Sales
Golf Course & Tennis Supplies 
Outdoor Furniture Dominic A. Richichi 
914-946-1743, FAX 914-946-0796

f t  D & S
Floratine Products, Nova Tee, Flymo,
Douglas Rollers, Trion Lifts 
Dave Basconi: 203-250-TURF
DeLea Sod Farms
Joel Miller/Vmnic Sasso
444 Elwood Rd., East Northport, NY 11731
800-244-SODS/516- 368-8022

f t  Down To Earth
All Phases of Golf Course Construction
David Griffin
914-576-7693

f t  Earth Works, Inc.
The Soil Aerification Specialists 
Old Greenwich, CT 06870 
203-698-0030

f t  Eastern Land Management Inc.
Bruce Moore
Golf Course Renovation & Construction 
203-924-7272
Eden Farms LLC (Wholesale Nursery)
Frank Buschini/Marshall Condon
947 Stillwater Road, Stamford, CT 06902
203-325-3445, FAX 203-325-4206
Egypt Farms, Inc.
Topdressing, Construction Mixes, Bunker Sand,
Computerized Soil Blending
White Marsh, MD 21162, 800-899-7645 (SOIL)

f t  Emerald Isle, Ltd.
Bill Middleton
2153 Newport Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
800-628-GROW/313-662-2727

f t  E /T  Equipment Co. Tw
John Ferrucio /Bemic White
425 S. Riverside Ave., Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 
914-271-6126, FAX 914-271-6146

f t  Feldman Brothers Inc.
David Feldman /Joe Schneider 
Turf Maintenance Equipment 
800-527-3898, 203-443-3530

f t  Fleet Pump & Service Group 
Donald Tiedemann 
100 Calvert Sl , Harrison, NY 10528 
914-835-3801

f t  Glenmore Landscape Service £
Glenn S. Moore
98 Hackgreen Rd., Pound Ridge, NY 10576 
914-764-4348

f t  Grass Roots T urf Products Inc.
Ken Kubik
P.O. Box 336, Mt. Freedom, NJ 07970 
201-361-5943

f t  Greenacres Company ^
Irrigation Contractor
266 Newtown Tpke., Redding, CT 06896 
Dave Pijnenburg: 203-938-8618

f t  Hawthorne Bros. Tree Service Inc. ^
John Hawthome/Charles Siemers 
5 Center St., Bedford Hills, NY 10507 
800-235-7035
James Barrett Associates, Inc. ^
Golf Course Irrigation Design & Consulting 
Jim Barrett: 201-744-8237
Montclair, NJ ^

f t  James Carriere & Sons, Inc.
Bill and Joe Carriere 
7 Cottage St., Port Chester, NY 10573 
914-937-2136 ^

f t  LESCO, Inc.
Seed, Fertilizer, Control Products, Equipment
Greg Moran: 914-331-4869
800-321-5325 ^

f t  Loft’s International Golf Development Division 
John Farrell
2202 Hangar Rd., Ste. 170, Allentown, PA 18103 
201-267-8358 ^

f t  Metro Milorganite Inc.
Rick Apgar/Scott Apgar/Joe Stahl
365 Adams St., Bedford Hills, NY 10507
914-666-3171, FAX 914-666-9183 ^
Mid Westchester Landscaping, Inc.
Greg Porteus: 914-739-5800 
Excavation, Blacktop, Hydroseeding,
Wet Well Installations ^
Montco/Surf- Side/Zap!
Surfactants & Defoamers 
Box 404, Ambler, PA 19002
Bob Oechsle: 215-836-4992, FAX 215-836-2418 ^

f t  Nassau Suffolk Turf Services, Inc.
Frank Marra
Turf Supplies & Equipment Rentals 
516-286-1052, PAGER 516-278-4766 ^
Partac Golf Course Top-Dressing
Kelsey Park, Great Meadows, NJ 07838
Jim Kelsey: 800-247-2326/908-637-4191
Bill & Joe Carriere: 914-937-2136 v
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Pro-Lawn Products, Inc.
Richard Cooke
Turf & Ornamental Products
914-883-5881, FAX 914-883-5943
Rhone-Poulenc C o./C H IPC O  
Greg Hutch
877 Yellowbank Rd., Toms River, NJ 08753 
908-929-4657
SAV-ATREE 
Thomas Marino
360 Adams St., Bedford Hills, NY 10507 
914-666-8202
Shemin Nurseries Inc.
Horticultural-Irrigation Supplies
Jim Hespe: 203-531-7352
1081 King St., Greenwich, CT 06831
Stephen Kay, Golf Course Architects
Renovation, Master Hanning, New Golf Courses 
495 New Rochelle Rd., Office 2B 
Bronxville, NY 10708,914-699-4437
Steven Willand, Inc.
Bruce Pye
23 Route 206, Augusta, NJ 07822 
201-579-5656
Tee and Green Sod, Inc.
Bentgrass, Fescue, Rye, Sod Blends, Washed Sod
P.O. Box 418, Exeter, RI 02822
Owen Regan/David Wallace: 401-789-8177
The Cardinals, Inc.
John E. Callahan
166 River Rd., Unionville, CT 06085 
203-673-3699
The Scotts Company 
Steve DiVito: 203-723-5190 
Tom Marmelstein: 516-679-1961
The Terre Company of NJ, Inc.
Byron Johnson Jr.
206 Delawanna Ave., Clifton, NJ 07014 
Office: 201-473-3393 Home: 203-748-5069
TurfNct Associates, Inc.
Peter L. McCormick
21 Brandywine Rd., Skillman, NJ 08558
800-314-7929, FAX 908-359-3389
Turf Products Corp./TO RO
George Gorton, Irrigation/Al Trctcra, Equipment
P.O. Box 1200, Enfield, CT 06083
800-243-4355/203-763-3581
T urf Products Corporation
Ernie Rizzio
47 Howell Rd., P.O. Box 296 
Mountain Lakes, NJ 07046, 201-263-1234
Valley View Wholesale Greenhouse 
Frank Amodio
229 Smithridge Rd., So. Salem, NY 10590 
914-533-2526, FAX 914-533-2050
Westchester Ford Tractor Inc.
John Apple/Ray Beaudry
Meadow St., Goldens Bridge, NY 10526
914-232-7746
Westchester T urf Supply, Inc.
Bob Lippman Sr./Bob Lippman Jr.
P.O. Box 198, Lincolndale, NY 10540 
Office: 914-248-7476 Mobile: 914-649-0303
White Contractors
Golf Course Construction & Renovation
P.O. Box 484, Old Greenwich, CT 06870-0484
James E. Morris Jr.: 203-869-8808/914-234-0092
Wilfred MacDonald, Inc.
Dennis DeSanctis/Chris Santopietro
Rt. 17 & Terminal Rd., Lyndhurst, NJ 07071
201-804-1000

f t  Denotes MetGCSA member


