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REGIONAL, TURF SERVICE

Ag our second issue of the Western Turfletter goes to press, ninety-seven
golf courses have been visited on the new USGA program of providing direct
service to our member clubs, Seventy-three courses heve mailed their
application blanks to our New York office or the Southern California

Golf Association, The remainder have been somewhat tardy in applying,

or have misplaced the application blanks, We trust that the clubs that
have not sent in applications will do so ag soon as possible, Your
Western Office also hag bheen tardy in mailing written reports, For this
we apologize, and offer as an excusc the delay in starting the program

in 1953, and the intensive travel involved in making up for lost time.

In all fairness to USGA member clubs that have subseribed for the Regional
Turf Service, we must 1limit the mailing of this llestern Turfletter to

only the aetive participators. Thercfore, the August and September issues
will be the last to go to all member clubs in the West. Subseccuent mailings
and visits can only he given to thosc clubs who have formally signed up

for the service. The organization and benefits involved in our Regional
Turf Service Program are as follows:
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At lecest three dircet confercnces with the Regional Director each

year, on the following schedulc:

(a) Onc half-day visit to the coursc by the Regional Director,
followed by a writton report from him., The annual fee covers
both the servicec and travel expenscs.

(b) Two group conferences in which the Rogional Dircector will meet
with the golf coursc superintendents and greoon committce
chairmen of tho clubs in cach grour, The annual foe covers
both the service and travel cxpenscd,

Agsistance by corrcspondence and teloplione.

Two subscriptions to a pericdic Turfletter from the Regional

Dircctor to the subscribing clubs, approximately six times a ycar.

One subscription to the USGA JOURNAL AID TURF MANAGEMENT, published

sovon times a ycar.

L voice in the dircction of broad-gauge turf rescarch whosc results

would benefit golf courscs.

The continued succoss of Rogional Turf Sorvice depends on enlarged research
activitics., Participating clubs rcalize that approximatoly twenty percent

of the total fee for this service will be devoted to local rescarch to provide
better turf for botter golf.
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The annual subseription fee for the Regional Turf Scrvice is as follows:

1,  Tioxs than 18 holog iusvearmvasovesssasesisass s 15500
2o T8 0 2T NOI0E winw onidils s 066 s s 0 hprnecoon peoe i 1o000
3. Morc than 27 hOlOS .cco--o-.'.-o.c-;-o.;--..-o.-o.a.»:;’ 125.00
4. Public authority maintaining morc than two courses:

%5 125 for two courscs and 3 25 for cach additional course,

Application blanks can be obtained from this officc, USGA Golf louse, or
for thosec clubs participating in the UCLA Experimental Program in Turf
Culturc from the Southern California Golf Association, For further infor-
mation concerning the Regional Turf Service you arc referred to the
Fecbruary, 1953 issuc of the USGA JOURIIAL AND TURF IATIAGEIENT.

TURF MAINTENAIICE TIPS FROII USGA IEMBER CLUBS

In visiting our member clubs we often run acrogs ingenious inventions
devised by our golf course superintendents in order to do a better job
for their recspective courses. Ve believe that many of those worthwhile
"Tips from the Trade" ean be utilized to good adventago by all courses in
the Vlest,

Eliminates Scalping from Overlocaded Baskets and Prcwvents Clippings from
Clogging Motors -- Salt Lake City

Len Williams, Superintendent, Fort Douglas G. C,, found the standard
size grass catchers ofteon became overloaded arnd thus causcd scalping when
the elippings were wet and heavy. As with most courses, Leon else lound that
educating his inexpericnced help to cmpty the baskets when only half full
was a thankless job., Thercfore he constructed half-size catchers to olinminate
the problem of overloading., He carried this one step further by boring four
off-sct rows of 1/4-inch holes on 1 1/2-inch centers at the top of the motal
catchers, This simple procedurc prevents wind movement ercated by the reel
from blowing clippings back to clog the motor,

Grain and Thatch Prcvention -- Spokanc

Louic Schmidt, Superintendent, Indian Canyon G.C., has tho answer to
"erain-froc" greens. He built and mounted Del lionte type rakes on his Toro
Pony mowers. Tho rakes arc meunted directly in front of the rcel but behind
the scalping rollor, Louie fecls that brushes used by many courscs to keep
grain and thatech in check have merit, but objocts to their being mounted in
front of the scalping roller., It is Louic's contention that the stolons
that are brushed up arc partially rolled down before cutting occurs, thus
nullifying the rosults.

Economical Mcthod of Mowing Green Collars -— Kennewick, Washington

Forrest Bishop, Superintendent, Tri-City C.C., has dovisced a simple
yet ingenious device that cnables him to mow green collars at an inter-
mediate height-of-cut with his grecn mowers. Forrest oxtended the scalping
roller on cach side of the green mower to hold 3 1/2-inch pulleys which
act as snap on wheecls to rapidly convert the green mower to a collar mower.
This saves back tracking to do the job, and of coursc saves the Tri-City
C.C. a lot of monecy on the yecar's maintenance budget.
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TURF Il THE FIELD

Lime Controls Pearlwort -- Northorn California & laghington

Yhile at Pasatiempo G.C. in April, we ran ccross a transplanted Mid-
Westernor-superintondent Jim Babino-who was brought up to belicve that
lime brings acbout tremendous turf improvement on acid soils, Of intcrest
to our Scettlec and Portland fricnds is the fact that Jim attributes lime
and oxtra nitrogen feeding to solving his pearlwort problem, Certainly
limc, and preferably dolomite lime whoerc magnesium is defieciert, is worth
a try where soils arc acid along portions of the llorthern California coast-
linec and in Testern Orcgon end Washington.

Mr, Charles Vuest, Owner, Skagit G.C.,, Mt. Vernon, Washington, also
rcports that dolomite lime at 35 pounds per 1,000 scuarc fect cach year for
five ycers has practically climinated his pearlwort problem,

Tiorms -- Portland

Mr, George E. Sullivan, Green Committco Chairman, Waverley C.C.,
reports that the mole population has been reduced by approximately ninoty
percent as a rosult of following Green Scetion receommencabivas to apply
Chlordanc at the rate of 10 pounds of the technical ingreaiont ncr acre,
Yaverley intends to treat the rough arces this year to pick up the 10 per-
cent that are still active,

Chlordanc, bv controlling worms and inscct larvac, rcmoves the moles
fecod supply and thus they hunt for greccner pasturcs. Greener pasturcs in
the case of Waverloy has becen the beautiful cstates surrounding the club
proporty. Homecowners arc still trying to figurc out where all the moles
came from this ycar,

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Turf rescarch on the local Yiestern scale is growing into a major ficld of
investigation. Ioteble accomplishments for 1953 arc as follows:

1. University of California at Los Angeles is now supporting investi-
gations with tax funds to the extent of 7,000 annually. Financial
help continues unabated from the Southorn California Golf Associa-
tion, the Southern California Golf Coursc Supcrintendents Associa-
tion, Othor Turf Intecrests, and the USGA Groen Scction,

2, Turf plots ot the Davis campus have beon doubled in size, and the
USGA Green Scetion is financially supporting a Morion bluecgrass
sced production study in addition to the vital werk on water reocuire-
ments boing carriecd on by Dr. Bob Hagan.

3« Colorado A & M is cooporating with the Rocky Mountain Turf Foundation,
The Denver City Park Department, and the USGA Green Section in
establishing a largec scrics of grass e¢valuation plots at the old
city racc track,

4. The Pacific llorthwest Turf Association has grantod $500 to the
Westorn Washington Experiment Station at Puyallup to study Pearl-
wort contrel, and $5450 to YSC to study diseasc control and improved
grass sclections.
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