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TURF CONFELRELCES

For the past scveral years annual Turf Confercnces have been held in Denver,
Pullman, San Francisco and Los Angeles. Exports on all phases of turf
culture travel from all over the nation to particivate on these programs
devised to help increcase the knowledge of our USGA nember club's superinten-
dents., Your Green Scetion belicves so theroughly in the valuc of this yearly
cxchange of information thot it is taking this space to encourage all of its
nenber clubs to sond their superintendent to the conference closest to hone.
The slight cost involved will bc many tines repaid in improved turf for the
individval club, The Confercences for 1953 arce as follows:

Septenber 22-23 Pacific Northwest Turf Corforence -
Washington State College, Pullman,
Vashington -~ lir, Alvin G. Law,
Agronony Deple, '7.8.,C,, Pullnan,

Vaghington
October 8 lorthern California Turf Grass Conference -

University of California, Davis, California,
Dr. Robert Deoring, Department of Land-
scape Manogement, Davis, Calif,

October 12-13 Southern Californis Turf Confercnce &
Ficld Dav - Riviera C,C. Dr. V. T.
Stoutenyor, Departrnent of Floriculture
& Ornanental Horticulture, University of
California at Los Jngclos.

October 17 Southwest Turf Confcrcnece - Agricultural
Exporiment Station, Tucson, Arizona.
lire Charles J. Troacy, Golf Course
Superintendont, Phoonix C,C., Phoenix,
Arizona.

October 19 Rocky Mountain Turf Confercnce & Ecuipnent
Show - Park Hill C.C., Denver, Colorado.
Iirs Robert O, Shearcer, President Park Hill
C.C,

In addition to talks bv local turf authoritics and your Westor:a Dircctor of
the USGA Greon Scction, Dr, O, J, Noecr, Agronomist, lilwaukec Scwerage Cormi-
ssion, Dr. James Votson, Agrononmist, Toro Company, and lMr, Tom liascoro,
Prosident, West Point Products Company will actively participate at cach
confercnce. The last mentioned arc nation-wide authoritics on turf problenms.
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_POA ATUA - FRIEHD OR FOE? — IT DEPEIDS ON VHERE YCU /ARE

As most of us kmow the controversy on ammual bluegrass rages hot and
hoavy all over the nation. lost of the publicity regarding this grass has
been definitely against it, and with due justification, beecause in much of
tho nation it is too trcucnorous to rcly upon. However, on somc of our
Ylestern courscs Poo annua leaves little to be desired from the standpoint
of playing ocuzlity and casc of meintcenarces Further it posscsses the devil-
igh cualitics of being both difficult to control while on the same hand
being inpossible to hold all season. 4t the risk of putting words in the
mouths of some of our participating clubs I offcr ny impressions of how our
USGA courses regard this "Prince or Pauvper" as the case noy be.

Broadroor G.Ce ~- Colorado Springs

"le arc not only doing cveryvthing possible to oncourage Poa, but arc
actually plugging it—into-our nevly constructed nine, Ve have tried all of
the improved bentgrasses as witness the Pic Green constructed in cooperation
with the USGA Grecn Sections It may ~ot be suited to other arcas, but for
our purnrses it beats any bont that we have cver scen."

Park Hill C.C, =- Denver

"As ncar as we can sce other courscs hove as much or more trouble with
bentgrass than we have with Poa, For yoars we have cncouraged Poa and shall
continue to do so until something better comes along. A Poa green is free
fron grain and thatch and presents the ultimete in putting cuality to our
trﬁmondOJle heavy play,"

Portland G,C. == Portland

"At the tinc of Ifr, ilson's visit our grocns wore being attacked by
copperspot discase, Thorough i.vcotl‘atloa proved to our satisfaction that
it was only the Foa and velvet bont that were boing damcged, Tho crcoping
bont streins werc resistont to the htunck. Fungicidcs cost moncy, and bent
is o good grass for this orca, Thorcefore we would be better off without
the Poe, but how can you eontrol it when it octs like a truc perennial under
our climatic conditions?!

Manito G, & C.C., == Spokanc

.

"Poa is the nost suscoptible grass we have to shownold discase, and
gnownold is our nost sericus problenm, On greens we treat with a fungicide to
control the discasc, 0: toes and fairways it is cconomically infeasible to
spray costly fungicidess Thus we would be better off without the Poa and
would like to got rid of it'",

Bverctt C.C, -- Everett, Ynshington

"Until the Green Seetion dropped by for a visit, we had always belicved
that velvet bont was doing the bost job in our greoens. Now we find that what
we thought was velvet is actually a fine strain of Poa, Thercfore we belicve
that the Green Scction should promotc Poa rescarch for inmproved and discase
resistont stroins,”
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Del Paso C,C, -- Sacrajionto

"For the past two yecars we have lost large patches of putting greoen turf
in low spots on poorly draincd greens, and also some turf on the green collars.
In cvery ianstence it has been only the Poa that has wvanished when tenperaturcs
hit the hundreds. Therefore, our golfers consider Poa to be the worst possible
weed," lote: Dr., Hogan has been complotely unsuccessful in trying to establish
a Poo turf in his depth of rooting studics. The cxcessive summer heat causes
it to go out cven under the type of managenent that tends to baby the Poa.

Los /ngcles Co.Cy == Log lngeles

"lo hate it and love it depending on whore it is growing. Is a winter
cover in our berrnuda fairweys Poa can't be heat, In the greens Poa is en-
tircly too treacherous during our warn hunid July,."

Hacicnda G.C. -~ Lz Habra

"Bocause of its excellence less than twenty miles to the northwest of us
at one club in Los .ngeles we have tended to encourage Poa until this summer.
Since July it has couscd nothing but headaches. Brownmpateh discasc continucs
to be active in the Poa evon though we have treated with nmercurials as ofton
as throc times a weck, Brownpatch has taken out large patches of Poa while
the creeping bent romains strong, vigorous and undanaged., .is rapidly as
possible we are neking overy effort to get baelr on the right track which for
our c¢lub is bentgrass."

Poa's lMorits

1., Perfect putting cualitics, Complete freedon fronm grain,

2, Exccllent winter color., It outgrows bentgrass during the cool scason.
3« Shadec tolerant. Doos well under wet soggy conditions.

4o Ability to porpetuste itsclf by sceding under continuous close nowing,
5. Ability to withstand traffic and compaction.

Poa's Faults

1. Susceptible to cvery known discasc in the west.

2, Inability to withstand oxtrorioly hot teouperaturcs,

3. Poor appcarance when sceding. By nature it is an annual.
4Le Recuires frocueont irrigation, Shallow rooted.

5. Linited adeptation cvon within a narrow geoprephical arca.

How to Encourage Poa

Allow clippings to remain on green at time of sceding. Wator frocuently
and keep up feeding progran during cool weather when Poa is nost apt to
respond, Stimmlate rescarch intercost in breeding and sclection studies.

How to Disc-urage Poa

Usc lecad arscnate in Fall to inhibit seed gormination. Bulk of foeding
to bonefit bentgrass. Experinent with sodium arsenite at 1/4 and 1/2 ounces
to 1,000 seuarc foet to control Poa in the vegetative statc. Plug in bent
fron the nursery.
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