


IN CALIFORNIA, IT'S "YES ON #6."

Many golf and country clubs throughout the United States have recently
encountered financial difficulties because of rcal estate tax problems. In
California, for example, the problem is so acuté that golf clubs and asspeia-
tions there have made it possible that a California constitutional amendment
will be voted upon in November, The amendment would have the effect of taxing
golf clubs on their value as recreational facilities instead of on some higher
scale.

The Executive Committee of the United States Golf Association makes the
following statement:

The United States Gelf Association is cognizant of the difficulties
created for many golf and country clubs by real estate assessments which are ex=
cessive for the true value of their courses as recreational facilities, The
Association notes that some clubs have literally been taxzed out of existence.

The Association deplores tax policies which can produce such results.
Such policies would seem to be short-sighted and ill-advised for they can lead
to denying people the benefits of golf.

Golf is a health-giving, character-building game with a high standard of
sportsmanship. A golf club is an asset to a community as a social center, its
green acres have unusual aesthetic values which bengfit the club's neighberhood
as well as its members. The mere presence of a golf course tends to enhance the
value of adjacent property for residential purposes.

Although there is a record number of approximately 6,000 golf courses in
the United States today, they are not adequate to serve the interests of the
goliing population,

The USGA Executive Committee whole-heartedly endorses the action of golf

associations in Califorpnia in seeking to have golf courses in their State
assessed properly on their value as recreational facilities.

SPECTFICATIONS FOR PUTTING GREEN CONSTRUCTION:

What may well be a mile stone in putting green constructien will appear
in the September - 1960 issue of the USGA Journal and Turf Management publica-
tion. The article "Specificaticns For a Method of Putting Green Construction'
is MUST reading for all Golf Course Superinteadents, Green Chairmen, Architects
and others involved in this work. Basic research in soil physics, soil-air-
water relationships and water movement in soils are the foundation of the
specifications, Your Western Green Section Office will have reprints of this
article available for distribution on regquest.

"Water Use On The Golf Course" is another recent USGA publication avail-
able from your Green Section office. It covers many important aspects of irri-
gation installation and requirements, With many Western courses considering the
installation of new irrigation systems, this booklet should receive the atten-
tion of Superintendents and Green Chairmen alike. 1t ig another phase of the
USGA Green Section on program of direct service to Member Clubs,
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