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For Distinguished Service to Golf - - - ~'" {Cont'd) v

In 1926 Dr. Monteith first published his accounts of mercury containing fungi-
cides -- bichloride of mercury in a mixture with calomel. He served as Director of the
Green Section firom 1928 through 1942, It was during this time that selection and test-
ing programs were carried out on a number of bentgrasses including Arlington (C-1),
Cohansey (C-7), Toronto (C-13), Congressional (C=19), Collins (C-27), Norbeck (C-36)
and old Orchard (C-52). Merion bluegrass (B-27) and U-3 bermudagrass were also among
the tests, =--=-- As early as 1932 Dr. Monteith pointed out that "spils oftan become
deficient in iron, resulting in a general yellowing or bleaching of the grass.!' ---=-
He was an early advocate of soil sterilization on the golf course. Sodium arsenite
became a basic material for weed control in turf under his direction.

Dr. Monteith was a pioneer in every sense of the word. The techniques and
research data he developed over 30 years ago continue te influence turf management
practices today! Indeed; much-of the-present tusf axcellence may be atiribured to
him.

For thesé reason$, Dr. John Monteith, Jr. was the outstanding choice to receive
the first '"Green Section Award of The United States Golf Association ~--- For Dis-
tinguished Service to Golf through Work with Turfgrass." Dr. Monteith traveled from

his post as Agronomist, United States Air Force Academy, Colorado to sccept the Award
in New York on January 27, 1961,

ON GUARD FOR FRIT FLY:

Is the Frit Fly (Oscinella frit) a new turfgrass insect pest? Evidence seems
to be accumulating that it is. Serious damage occurred on many greens in California
and Arizona last spring and summer that could be attributed to this insect. The follow-

ing letter from Avthur A. Snyder, Superintendent of the Paradise Valley Country Ciub,
Scorrsdale, Arizona is an example:

"Do you remember the injury that occurred each spring to my greens as
well as others in this area? How, two years ago some clubs were forced to use
temporary green8 on every hole for a great pari of the summer due to this injury? How
we were puzzled as to cause and control?

"Grass samples were taken to the University where both curvularia and pythium
disease organisms were found. I tried several fungicides and some seemed to help at
times, but damage would continue at intervals. You may remember our doubts that any

fungus was responsible, for its appearance did not vesemble any fungus injury we had
eyer seen.

"Early last spring one of the workmen on Superintendent Jay Woodward's course
(Arizona Country Club) suggested that a small gnat-like insect might be the culprit.
We were skeptical since it was so small and didn't seem to be in sufficient numbers
to create so much havoec. But we switched to insecticides. No improvement from
Dieldrin but I got miraculous results from 1 qt. Malithion-5 in 75 gals. water per
12,000 sq. feet. Jay Woodward was very happy with results after dusting with 1/2 1b.
15% Toxaphene and 5% D,D.T. dust to each 1000 sq. feet." ~--- Thanks, Art Snyder.

Insect activity is usually greater on golf courses during dry years --=- and
1961 is shaping up as a very dry one for much of the West. Insects will lay their
eggs where there is ample moisture and a food supply.
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